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To the REVEREND 
Dr. IS AAC WATTS. 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 


21TH the moſt affectionate 
5 Gratitude and Reſpect, I beg 
Leave to preſent to You a 
Bock, which owes its Exiſt- 
Vence to your Requeſt, its Co- 
piouſneſs to your Plan, and much of its 
Perſpicuity to your Review, and to the 
Uſe I made of your Remarks on that Part 
of it, which your Health and Leiſure 
would permit you to examine. I addreſs 


it to You, not to beg your Patronage to 


it, for of that J am already well aſſured; 
and much leſs from any Ambition of at- 
tempting your Character, for which, if I 
were more equal to the Subject, I ſhould 
think this a very improper Place: But 
chiefly from a ſecret Delight, which J 
find in the Thought of being known to 
thoſe whom this may reach, as one whom 
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light, to recollect, that Vou have aſſigned 


iv DEDICATION. 
You have honoured, not only with your 
Friendſhip, but with ſo much of your 


Eſteem - and Approbation too, as muſt. 


ſubſtantially appear in your committing 
a Work to me, which You had yourſelf 
projected as one of the moſt conliderable 
Services of your Life, 

I nave long thought the Love of Po- 
pular Applauſe a Meanneſs, which a Phi- 
loſophy far inferior to that of our Divine 


Maſter might have taught us to conquer. 
But to be eſteemed by eminently Great and 


Good Men, to whom we are intimately 


known, appears to me, not only one of 


the moſt folid Atteſtations of ſome real 
Worth, but, next to the Approbation of 
Gop and our own Conſciences, one of its 
moſt valuable Rewards. It will, I doubt 
not, be found fo in that World, to which 
Spirits like yours are tending, and for 
which thro' Divine Grace You have ob- 


rained ſo uncommon a Degree of Ripe- 


neſs, And permit me, Sir, while I write 
this, to refreſh myſelf with the Hope, 
that when that Union of Hearts, which 


has fo long ſubſiſted between us, ſhall ar- 


rive to its full Maturity and Endearment 
there, it will be Matter of mutual De- 


me, 
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me, and that I have in ſome Degree exe- 
cuted a Taſk, which may perhaps, under 
the Bleffing of God, awaken and im- 
prove Religious Sentiments in the Minds 
of thofe whom we leave behind us, and 
of others, who may ariſe after us in this 
vain, tranſitory, infnaring World. 

Suck is the Improvement you have 
made of your Capacities for Service, that 
I am fully perſuaded, Heaven has received 
very Foe, in theſe latter Ages, who have 
done ſo much to ſerve its Intereſts here 
below ; few, who have laboured in this 
beſt of I with equal Affiduity, and 
equal Succeſs. And therefore, I cannot 
but join with all who with well to the 
Chriftian Intereſt among us in acknow- 
ledging the Goodneſs of Providence to 
You and to the Church of Chrift, in pro- 
longing a Life at once ſo valuable and ſo 
tender, to ſuch an advanced Period. With 
them, Sir, I rejoice, that Gop hath given 
you to poſſeſs in ſo extraordinary a De- 
ZW 2:ce, not only the Conſciouſneſs of in- 

| tending great Benefit to the World, but 
the Satisfaction of having effected it, and 
of ſeeing ſuch an Harveſt already ſpring- 
ing up, I hope as an Earneſt of a much 
more copious Increaſe from thence. With 
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Maltitudes more I bleſs Gop, that You 
are not in this Evening of ſo afflicted and 
yet fo laborious 4 Day, rendered entirely 
incapable of ſerving the Publick from the 
Preſs, and from the Pulpit, and that 
amidſt the Pain which your active Spirit 
icels, when theſe pleaſing Services ſuffer 
long Interruptions from Bodily Weakneſs, 
it may be fo fingularly refreſhed by re- 
flecting on that Sphere of extenſive Uſe- 


fulneſs, in which by your TOY, You 


_ continually move. 


I CONGRATULATE you, dear Sir, that 
while you are. in a Multitude of Families 
and Schools of the lower Claſs, conde- 
ſcending to the humble, yet important 


Work of forming Infant-Minds to the 
firſt Rudiments of Religious Knowledge, 


and devout Impreſſions, by your various 
Catechiſms and Divine Songs; You are allo 


daily reading Lectures of Logrck, and k 
other uſeful Branches of Philiſopby, to ſtu- Z 


dious Youth: And this, not only in pri- 


vate Academies, but in the moſt publick | 


and celebrated Seats of Learning; nor | 


merely in Scotland, and in our American 


Colonies, (where, from ſome peculiar | 
Conſiderations, it might moſt naturally | 


be expected;) but thro' the amiable Can- 


dor 
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DEDICATION, mw 
dor of ſome excellent Men and accom- 
pliſhed Tutors, in our Engliſb Univer fities 


toe. I congratulate you, that You are 
teaching, no doubt, Hundreds of Mini- 


ters, and Thouſands of private Chriſtians, 


by your Sermons, and other Theological 
Writings; ſo happily calculated to dif- 
fuſe through their Minds that Light of 
Knowledge, and through their eas 
that Fervour of Piety, which Gop has 
been pleaſed to inkindle in your own. 
But above all, I congratulate you, that by 
your Sacred Poetry, eſpecially by your 
P/jalms, and your Hymns, You are lead- 
ing the Worſhip, and I truſt alſo ani- 
mating the Devotion of Myraids, in our 
publick Aſſemblies every Sabbath, and 
in their Families or Cloſets every Day. 
This, Sir, at leait fo far as it relates to the 


Service of the Sanctuary, is an unparalleled 


Favour by which Gop hath been pleaſed 
to diſtinguiſh you, I may boldly fay it, 
beyond any of his Servants now upon 
Earth. Well may it be efteemed a glo- 
rious Equivalent, and indeed much more 
than an Equivalent, for all thoſe Views 
of Ecclefiaſtical Preferment, to which 
ſuch Talents, Learning, Virtues, and 
Intereſt might have intitled you in an 


A 4 Etta- 


vw DEDFECATRION. 
Eſtabliſhment; and I doubt not, but 


You joyfully accept it as fuch, 


Nox is it eaſy to conceive, in what 
Circumſtances You could, on any Sup- 


5 poſition, have been eafier and happier, 


than in that Prous and truly Honourable 
Family, in which, as I verily believe, in 
ſpecial Indulgence both to You and to it, 
Providence has been pleaſed to appoint 
that You ſhall ſpend fo conſiderable 
a Part of your Life. It is my earneſt 
Prayer, that all the Remainder of it may 


be ſerene, uſeful, and pleaſant. And as, 


to my certain Knowledge, your Com po- 


fitions have been the ſingular Comfort f 


many excellent Chriſtians (ſome of them 
numbered among my deareſt Friends, ) 
on their dying Bed; for J have heard. 
Stanza's of them repeated from the Lips 
of ſeveral, who were doubtleſs in a few 


_ Hours to begin the Songs of Moſes and the 


Lamb: So J hope and truſt, that when 


Gop ſhall call you to hal Salvation, for 


which your Faith and Patience have fo 
long been waiting, He will ſhed around 
ou the choiceſt Beams of his Favour, 


and gladden your Heart with Conſolations, 


like thoſe which You have been the happy 
Inſtrument of adminiſtring to others. 
IN 
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- Iv the mean Time, Sir, be affured 
that I am not a little animated in the 
various Labours to which Providence has 
called me, by reflecting, that I have ſuch 
a Contemporary, and eſpecially /uch a 
Friend; whole fingle Preſence would be 
to me as that of 4 Cloud of Witneffſes here 
below, to awaken my Alacrity in tbe 
Race that is fet before me. And I am 
perſuaded, that while I ſay this, I ſpeak 
the Sentiment of many of my Brethren, 
even of various Denominations: A Con- 
fideration, which 1 hope wilt do ſome- 
thing towards reconciling a Heart fo ge- 
nerous as yours, to the Delay of that ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, which 
is now fo nearly approaching. Yes, my 
honoured Friend, You will, I hope, 
chearfully endure a little longer Con- 
tinuance in Life amidſt all its Infirmi- 
ties; from an Aſſurance, that while 
Gop is pleaſed to maintain the Exerciſe 
of your Reaſon, it is hardly poſſible that 
You ſhouid ve in vain, to the World, 
or yourſelf, Every Day, and every Trial, 
is brightening your Crown, and render- 
ing you ſtill more meet for an Inheritance 
amongſt the Saints in Light. Every Word 
that you drop from the Pulpit, has now, 
— Ag ſurely, 
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ſurely, its peculiar Weight : The Eyes of 
many are on their aſcending Prophet, ea- 
gerly intent that they may catch, if not 
his. Mantle, at leaſt ſome Divine Sentence 
from his Lips, which may long guide 
their Ways, and warm their Hearts. 
This Solicitude your Friends bring into 
thoſe happy Moments, in which they are 


favoured with your Converſe in private : 


And when you are retired from them, 


your Prayers I doubt not, largely contri- 
bute towards guarding your Country, 
watering the Church, and blefling the 
World. Long may they continue to 
anſwer theſe great Ends! And permit 
me, Sir, to conclude with expreſſing my 
chearful Confidence, that in thoſe beſt 
Moments You are often particularly mind- 
ful of one, who ſo highly eſteems, ſo great- 
ly needs, and ſo warmly returns that 
Remembrance, as, 


« 
* 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 
Tur mojt Aﬀettionate Brother, 


And Obliged Humble Servant, 


Northampton, 
Dec. 13, 1744 


P. DoD DRID GE. 


HE ſeveral Hints given in the Dewi. 
ation and the Fi Chapter of this 
"© Treatiſe, which contains a particular 
Plan of the De/ign, render it unneceſ- 
ſary to introduce it with a long Pre- 
face. Some of my Readers may per- 
haps remember, that ſeveral Years ago [| promiſed 
this Work to the Publick, in the Preface to the 
Second Edition of my. Sermons on the Power and Grace 
of Chrift, Se. My much honoured Friend Dr. 
ATTS had laid the Scheme, eſpecially of the former 
Part : But as thoſe Indiſpoſitions, with which (to 
the unſpeakable Grief of the Churches) Gop has 
been pleaſed to exerciſe him, had forbid his Hopes 
of being able to add his, to his many Labours 2f 
Love to immortal Souls, he was pleaſed in a very 
affectionate and importunate Manner to urge me to 
undertake it. And I bleſs Gop with my whole 
Heart, not only that He hath carried me thro” this 
&lightful Taſk, (for ſuch indeed I have found it,) 


but alſo that he hath ſpared that worthy and ami- 


able Perſon to ſee it accompliſhed, and given him 
Strength and Spirit to review ſo confiderable a 
Part of.it. His Approbation, expreſſed in ſtronger 
Terms than Modeſty will permit me to repeat, 
encourages me to hope, that it is executed in ſuch 
a Manner, as may, by the Divine Blefling, render 
it of ſome general Service. And I the rather ex- 
pect it will be ſo, as it now comes Abread into the 
World, not only with my own Prayers and his, 
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but alſo with thoſe of many other Pious Friends, 
which I have been particularly careful to engage 
for its Succeſs. ; 


IxTo whatever Hands this Work may come, I 
muſt defire, that before any paſs their Judgment 
upon it, they would pleaſe to read it through; that 
they may diſcern the Connection between one Part 
of it 8 Which I the rather requeſt, 
becauſe I have long obſerved, that Chriſſians of 
different Parties have been eagerly 0 75 Hold on 
particular Parts of the Sy/lem of Divine ruths, and 
have been contending about them as if each had 
been all; or as if the Separation of rhe Members 
from each other, and from the Head, were the 
Preſervation of the Body, inſtead of its Deſtruction. 
They have been zealous to eſpouſe the Defence 
and to maintain the Honour and Uſefulneſs of each 
apart; whereas their Honour, as well as Uſeful- 
neſs, ſeems to me to lie much in their Connection. 
And Sufpicions have often arifen betwixt the re- 
ſpective 5 of each, which have appeared as 
unreaſonable and abſurd, as if all the Preparations 
for ſecuring one Part of a Ship in a Storm were ta 
be e ahn as a Contrivance to ſink the Reſt. I 
pray Gov, to give to all his Miniſters and _—_— 
more and more of the Spirit of Wiſdom, and of 
Love, and of a ſound Mind; and to remove far from 
us thoſe mutual Fealouſies and Animoſitzes, which 
hinder our acting with that Unanimity which is 
neceſſary in order to the ſucceſsful carrying on of 
our common Warfare againſt the Enemzes of Chriſtia- 
nity. We may be ſure, theſe Enemies will never 
fail to make their own Advantage of our multiplied 
Diviſions, and ſevere Conteſts with each other: But 
they muſt neceſſarily loſe both their Ground and 
their Influence, in Proportion to the Degree, in 
which the Energy of Chriſtiun Principles is felt, ta 


unite 
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unite and transform the Hearts of thoſe by whom 
they are profeſſed. | | 


I FaKks this Opportunity of adding, that as this 
Treatiſe may be looked upon as the Sequel of m 
Sermons on Regeneration, tho' in ſomething of a Gif 
ferent Method; a Second Edition of theſe Sermons is 
now publiſhed (in Compliance with the Requeſt of 
many of my Friends,) in the ſame Form and Size 
with this Book. I have been folicitous to make 
them both as cheap as poſſible, that I may fall in with 
the charitable Deſigns of thoſe who may propoſe to 
-ive them away. I here is however an Edition of 
this Treatiſe in Octavs, tor ſuch as rather chuſe to 
have it in a larger Character and fairer Form. 


I nave ftudied the greateſt Plaione of 2 
that the loweſt of my Readers, may, if poſſible, be 
able to underſtand every Word; and I hope, Per- 
ſons, of a more elegant Tafte and refined Education 
will pardon what appeared to me ſo neceſſary a Piece 
of Charity. Such a Care in Practical Writings ſeems: 
one important Inſtance of that honouring all Men, 
which our amiable and condeſcending Religion 
teaches us: And I have been particularly obliged to 
»1y worthy Patron, for what he hath done to ſhorten 
ſome of the Sentences, and to put my Meaning into, 
plainer and more familiar Words. Yet I dare ſay, 
the World will not ſuſpect it of having contracted 
any Impropriety or Inelegance of Language, by 
paſſing through the Hands of Dr. WarTs, _ 


I MusT add one Remark here, which I heartily 


wiſh I had not omitted in the firſt Edition, vix. 
That tho? I do in this Book conſider my Reader as 
ſucceſſively in a great Variety of ſuppoſed Circum- 
ſtances, beginning with thoſe of a thoughtleſs Sinner, 
and leading him thro' ſeveral Stages of Conviction, 
Terror, &c. as what may be previous to his ſincerely 
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accepting the Goſpel, and dovoting himſelf to the 
Service of Gop; yet I would by no means be 
thought to infinuate, that every one, who is brought 
to that happy Reſolution, arrives at it thro' thoſe 


particular Steps, or feels Agitations of Mind equal 


in Degree to thoſe I have deſcribed. Some Senſe of 
Sin, and ſome ſerious and humbling Apprehenſion 
of our Danger and Miſery in Conſequence of it, 


muſt indeed be neceſſary, to diſpoſe us to receive 


the Grace of the Goſpel, and the Saviour who is 
there exhibited to our Faith. But Gop is pleaſed 
ſometimes to begin the Work of his Grace on the 
Heart, almoſt from the firſt Dawning of Reaſon, 
and to carry it on by ſuch gentle and inſenſible De- 
grees, that very excellent Perſons, who have made 
the moſt eminent Attainments in the Divine Life, 
have been unable to recount any remarkable Hiſ- 
tory of their Converſion : And fo far as I can learn, 
this is moſt frequently the Caſe with thoſe of them, 
who have enjoyed the Benefits of a pious Education, 
when it has not been ſucceeded by a vicious and 
licentious Youth. Gop forbid therefore, that any 
ſuch ſhould be ſo inſenſible of their own Happineſs, 
as to fall into Perplexity with Relation to their 
Spiritual State, for Want of being able to trace 
ſuch a Riſe of Religion in their Minds, as it was ne- 
ceſſary on my Plan for me to deſcribe, and exem- 
plify here. I have ſpoke my Sentiments on this 
Head ſo fully in the VIIIth of my Sermons on Re- 
generation, that I think none who has read and re- 
members the general Contents of it, can be in 
Danger of miſlaking my Meaning here. But as 
it is very poſſible, this Book may fall into the 
Hands of many, who have not read the other, and 
have no Opportunity of conſulting it, I thought 
it proper to inſert this Caution in the Preface to 
this; and I am much obliged to that worthy and 
excellent Perſon, who kindly .reminded me of the 
Expediency of doing it. 

3 I con- 
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I coxncLuDE with defiring my Friends to for- 
give the neceſſary Interruption which this Work has 


given to the Third Volume of my Family Expaſitor, 


which I am now ſending to the Prefs as faſt as I 


can, and hope to publiſh it in leſs that a Year. 


To this Volume I have referred ſeveral additional 
Notes, and the Indexes, which ate neceſſary to ren- 
der the former Volumes compleat ; having deter- 
mined to add nothing to the Second Edition, which 


ſhould depreciate the former. I do not think it ne- 


ceſſary to trouble my Friends with a new Subſcrip- 
tion; taking it for granted, that few who were 
pleaſed with the other Part of the Work, will fail 
of Perfecting the Sett on the Hiſtorical Books of the 
New 1 When my Expoſition on the Epr/- 
tolary Part may be compleated, Gop only knows, 
I will proceed 1n it as faſt as the other Duties of m 

Station will permit; and J earneſtly beg, that if 
my Readers find Edification and Advantage by any 
of my Writings, that they would in Return offer 
a Prayer for me, that Gop may carry me on, in 
that mo/t important Labour of my Pas, under the re- 


markable Tokens of His Guidance and Bleſfing. 
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The Introduction to the Work, with. ſome 
general Account of its Deſign, 


That true Religion is wery rare, appears from comparing 
the Nature of it with the Lives and Characters of 
Men around us. $.1, 2. The Want of it, Matter of juſt 
Lamentation. F. 3. To remedy this Evil, is the Defign 
of the enſuing Treatiſe: F. 4. To which therefore, the 
Author earneſtly beſpeaks the Attention of the Reader, as 
his oaun Heart is deeply interefted in it. F. 5, 6. A Ge- 
neral Plan of the Work ; of which the Fifteen firft Chap- 
ters relate chiefly to the RisE of Religion, and the remain- 

ing Chapters io its PROGRESS, F. 7, — 12. The Chap- 

ter concludes wwith a Prayer for ihe Succeſs of the Work. 


2 Religion not an univerſal Thing. Chap. 1. 
ferent Notions People may entertain of What they call 


' Religion, all muſt agree in owning, that it is very Var 


from being an univer/al Thing. 1 

F. 2. RLIG Io, in its moſt general View, is ſuch a 
Senſe of Gop on the Soul, and ſuch a Conviction of our 
Obligations to Him, and of our Dependance upon Him, 
as ſhall engage us to make it our great Care, to conduct 
ourſelves in a Manner, which we have Reaſon to believe 
will be pleaſing to Him. Now when we have given this 
plain Account of Religion, it is by no Means neceſſary, 
that we ſhould ſearch among the Savages of the 4fican 
or American Nations, to find Inſtances of thoſe who are 
Strangers to it. When we view the Conduct of the Ge- 
nerality of People at Home, in a Chri/tian and Proteſtant 
Nation, in a Nation whoſe Obligations to God have been 
fingular, almoſt beyond thoſe of any other People under 
Heaven, will any one preſume to ſay, that Religion has 
an univerſal Reign among us? Will any one fuppoſe, 
that it prevails in every Life? that it reigns in every 
Heart? Alas, the avowed Infidelity, the Prophanation 
of the Name and Day of Gop, the Drunkenneſs, the 
Lewdneſs, the Injuſtice, the Falſehood, the Pride, the 
Prodigality, the baſe Selfiſhneſs, and ſtupid Inſenſibility 
of the Spiritual and Eternal Intereſts of themſelves and 
others, which ſo generally appear among us, loudly pro- 
claim the contrary. So that ene would imagine upon 
this View, that Thouſands and ten Thouſands thought 
the Neglect, and even the Contempt of Religion, were a 
Glory, rather than a Reproach. And where is the Neigh- 
bourhood, where is the Society, where is the happy Fa- 


mily, (confiſting of any conſiderable Number) in which, 


on a more exact Examination, we find Reaſon to ſay, 
« Religion fills even this little Circle?” There is per- 
haps, a Freedom from any groſs and ſcandalous Immorg- 
lities, an external Decency of Behaviour, an Attendance 
on the outward Forms of Worſhip in Publick, and (here 
and there) in the Family; yet amidſt all this, there is 
nothing which looks like the genuine Actings of the Spi- 
ritual and Divine Life. There is no Appearance of 


Love to God, no Reverence for his Preſence, no Defire 


of his Favours as the higheſt Good: There is no cordial 
Belief of ;he Go/pel of Salvation; no eager AR to 
eſcape 


Chap. 1. The Want of it to be greatly lamented. 3 


eſcape that Condemnation which we have incurred by Sin, 
no hearty Concern to ſecure that Eternal Life, which 
CHr18sT has purchaſed and ſecured for his People, and 
which he freely promiſes to all who will receive him. 
Alas! whatever the Love of a Friend, or even of a Pa- 
rent can do; whatever Inclination there may be, to 

all Things, and believe all Things the moſt favourable; 
Evidence to the contrary will force itſelf upon the Mind, 
and extort the unwilling Concluſion ; that, whateverelſe 
may be amiable in this dear Friend, in that favc vite 
Child,. Religion dwells not in its Breaſt.” 

F. 3. Toa Heart that firmly believes ihe Goſpel, and 
views Perſons and Things in the Light of Eternity, this 
is one of the moſt e Conſiderations in the World. 
And indeed to ſuch a one, all the other Calamities and 
Evils of Human Nature appear Trifles, when compared 
with this; the Abſence of Real Religion, and that Con- 
trariety to it which reigns in ſo many Thouſands of 
Mankind. Let this be cured, and all the other Evils 
will eaſily be borne; nay, Good will be extracted out 
of them. But if this continue, it bringeth forth Fruit 
unto Death (a); and in conſequence of it, Multitudes, 
who ſhare the Entertainments of an indulgent Providence 
with us, and are at leaſt allied to us by the Bond of the 
fame common Nature, muſt in a few Years be ſwept 
away into utter Deſtruction, and be plunged beyond Re- 
demption into everlafling Burnings. 

$. 4. I rovBT not, but there are many, under thoſe 
various Forms of Religious Profeſſion, which have fo un- 
happily divided us in this Nation, who are not only la- 
menting this in publick, if their Office in Life calls them 
to an Opportunity of doing it; but are likewiſe mourn- 
ing before Gop in Secret, under a Senſe of this ſad State 
of Things; and who can appeal to him that /earches al! 
Hearts, as to the Sincerity of their Defires to revive the 
tanguiſhing Cauſe of vital Chriftianity and ſubſtantial 
Piety. And, among the reit, the Author of this Treati/e 
may with Confidence ſay, It is this which animates him 
to the preſent Attempt, in the midſt of ſo many other 
Cares and Labours, For this, he is willing to lay aſide 
many of thoſe curious Amuſements in Science which 

| | | might 
(a) Rom, vii. 5. 
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4 The Author's Defign to promote Religion. E hap. 1. 
; might ſuit his own. private Taſte, and perhaps open a 
* Way to ſome Reputation in the Learned World. For 
this, he is willing to wave the laboured Ornaments of 
| Speech, that he may, if poſſible, deſcend to the Capacity 
iF of the loweſt Part of Mankind. For this, he would en- 
5 deavour to convince the Judgment, and to reach the 
j | Heart of every Reader: And, in a Word, for this, 
| | without any Dread of the Name of an Enthy/iaft, who- 
„ ever may at random throw it out upon the Occaſion, he 
| | would, as it were, enter with you into your Cloſet, from 
| Day to Day; and, with all Plainneſs and Freedom, as 
ll | well as Scriouſneſs, would diſcourſe to you of the great 
th | Things which he has learnt from the Chriſtian Revela- 
lt ation, and on which he aſſuredly knows your everlaſting 
le Happineſs to depend: That if you hitherto have lived 
lt | without Religion, you may be now awakened to the 
| Conſideration of it, and may be inſtructed in its Nature 
and Importance; or that if you are already, thro' Di- 
vine Grace, experimentally acquainted with it, you may 
be aſſiſted to make a farther Progreſs, 

FS. 5. Bur he earneſtly intreats this Favour of you; 
that, as it is plainly a ſerious Bu/ine/s we are entering up- 
on, you would be pleated to give him a ſerious and an at- 
tentive Hearing. He intreats, that theſe Addreſſes, and 
theſe Meditations, may be peruſed at Leiſure, and be 
thought over in Retirement; and that you would do him 
and yourſelf the Juſtice, to believe the Repreſentations 
which are here made, and the Warnings which are here 
iven, to proceed from Sincerity and Love; from an 
. which would not deſignedly give one Moment's 
unnecefiary Pain to the meaneſt Creature on the Face of 
the Earth, and much leſs to any Human Mind. If he 
be importunate,-it is, becauſe he at leaſt imagines, that 
there is juſt Reaſon for it; and fears, left amidſt the 
Multitudes, who are undone by the utter Neglect of 
Religion, and among thoſe who are greatly damaged 
for Want of a more reſolute and conſtant Attendance 
to it, this may be the Caſe of ſome into whoſe Hands 

this Treatiſe may fall. | 
$. 6. He is a Barbarian, and deſerves not to be called 
| a Man, who can Jook upon the Sorrows of his Fellow- 
li} Creatures without drawing out his Soul unto them, and 
: \ x | abiſbing, 


Chap. 1. The Happineſs of ſucceeding in it. 3 
«vi/hing, at leaſt, that it were in the Poauer of his Hand 
ro help them. Surely Earth would be an Heaven to that 
Man, who could go about from Place to Place ſcattering 
Happineſs whereſoever he came, though it were only the 
Body that he were capable of relieving, and tho” he could 
impart nothing better than the Happineſs of a mortal 
Life. But the Happineſs riſes, in Proportion to the Na- 


ture and Degree of. the Good which he imparts, Hap- 


py, are we ready to ſay, were thoſe honoured Servants of 
Chriit, who, in the early Days of his Church, were the 
benevolent and ſympathizing Inſtruments of conveying 
miraculous Healing to thoſe whoſe Caſes ſeemed deſpe- 
rate; who.poured in upon the Blind and the Deaf the 
Pleaſures of Light and Sound, and called up the-Dead to 
the Powers of Action and Enjoyment. But this is an Ho- 
nour and Happineſs, which it is not fit for Gop com- 
monly to beſtow on mortal Men. Yet there have been 
in every Age, and bleſſed be his Name, there ſtill are 


thoſe, whom he has condeſcended to make his Inftruments 


in conveying nobler and more laſting Bleſſings than theſe 


to their Fellow Creatures. Death hath long fince veiled 
the Eyes, and ſtopped the Ears of thoſe, who were the 
Subjects of miraculous Healing, and recovered its Empire 
over thoſe who were once recalled from the Grave. But 
the Souls who are prevailed upon to receive the Goſpel, 
gate for ever. Gop has owned the Labeurs of his faith- 
tu! Miniſters in every Age, to produce theſe bleſſed Ef- 
fects; and ſome of them being dead, yet ſpeak (b) with 
Power and Succeſs in this important Cauſe. Wonder 
not then, if living and dying, I be ambitious of this 
Honour; and if y Mouth be freely opcved, where I can 
(ruly ſay, my Heart is enlarged (c). 
§. 7, In forming my general Plan | have been ſolici- 
Hus, chat this little Treatiſe might, if poſſible, be uieful 
3alits Readers, and contein ſomething ſuitable to cach. 
| will thercfore take the Max and the Chriftian, in 1 
great Fariety Circumſtances. I will firſt ſuppoſe my- 
elk addreſſing to one of the vaſt Number of t0vg//1e/; 
Features, who have hitherto been utterly unconcerned 
abunt Religion; and will try what can be done, by all 
einneſs and Earneſtneſs of Addreſs, to awaken in. 
B from 
(b) Heb, xi. 4. (e) 2 Cor, vi. 17. 
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6 A general Plan of the Work. Chap. 1. 


from this fatal Lethargy, to a Care, (Chap. 2.) an af- 
fectionate and an immediate Care, about it. (Chap. 3.) I 
| will labour to fix a deep and awful Conwid:on of Guilt 
1 upon his Conſcience, (Chap. 4.) and to ſtrip him of his 
1 vain Excuſes and his flattering Hopes. (Chap. 5.) I will 
I read to him, Oh! that I could fix on his Heart, that 
Ui 1 Sentence, that dreadful Sentence, which a Righteous and 
an Almighty God hath denounced again him, as a Sin- 
ner; (Chap. 6.) and endeavour to ſhew him, in how 
helpleſs a State he lies under this Condemnation, as to 
any Capacity he has of delivering himſelf. (Chap. 7.) 
But I do not mean to leave any in ſo terrible a Situation: WM 
Iwill joytully proclaim h glad Tidings of Pardon and 
Salvation by Chrift Jeſus our Lord, which is all the Sup- 
port and Confidenee of my own Soul : (Chap. 8.) And 
| | then I will give ſome general View of the Way, by which 
4 this Salvation is to be obtained; (Chap. 9.) urging 
oy | the Sinner to accept of it, as affectionately as I can; 
(Chap. 10.) tho? nothing can be ſufficiently pathetic, 
where, as in this Matter, the Life of an immortal Soul 
is in queſtion, h 
F. 8. Too probable it is, that /ome will, after all this, 
remain zx/enfible ; and therefore, that their ſad Caſe may 
not incumber the following Articles, I ſhall here tate a 
ſolemn Leave of them: (Chap. 11.) And then ſhall turn 
and addreſs myſelf, as compaſſionately as I can, to a moſt 
contrary Character: I mean to a Soul oweraubelmed 
with a Senſe of the Greatneſs of its Sins, and trembling 
under the Burthen, as if there were no more Hope for him 
in GOD, (Chap. 12.) And that nothing may be omit- 
ted, which may give ſolid Peace to the troubled Spirit, I 
mall endeavour to guide i, Enquiries as to the Ewidences 
of ſincere Repentance and Faith; (Chap. 13.) which will 
be farther illuſtrated by a more particular View of the 
5 | ſeveral Branches of the Chriftian Temper, ſuch as may 
f | | ſerve at once to aſſiſt the Reader in judging what Be is, 
| and to ſhew him what he ſhould labour to be. (Chap. 
jj | 14.) This will naturally lead to a View of the Need we 
[ | have of the Influences of the bleffed Spirit, to aſſiſt us wn 
| | the important and difficult Work of the true Chriſtian 
| and of the Encouragement we have to hope for theſe 
ll Divine Aſſiflances. (Chap. 15.) In an humble Depen- 
i | | | dence 
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Chap. I- Ageneral Plan of the Work, =» 


dence on which, I ſhall then enter on the Conſideration ft 
1 | of /everal Caſes which often occur in the Chriſtian Life, 8 
it | in which particular Addreſſes to the Conſcience may be ö 
ws } requiſite and uſeful, | 1 
inn &. 9. As ſome particular Difficulties and Diſcourage- , 
8 ments attend the ft Entrance on a Religious Courſe, it 9 
nd | will here be our firſt Care to animate the young Convert [ 
” I againſt them. (Chap. 16.) And that it may be done 9 
* more effectually, I ſhall urge a ſolemm Dedication of him- 
to ſelf to Gop ; (Chap. 17.) to be confirmed by entering 0 
* into the full Communion of the Church by az Ap- 1 
* preach to the ſacred Table. (Chap. 18.) That theſe En- 0 
nd gagements may be more happily fulſilled, we ſhall en- 1 
* deavour to draw a more particular Plan of that devout, 
ad regular, and accurate Cour/e, which ought daily to be 
ch attended to: (Chap. 19.) And becauſe the Idea will pro- 
"g bably riſe ſo much Higher, than what is the general Prac- 
= 7ice, even of Good Men, we ſhall endeavour to perſuade 
* the Reader to make the Attempt, hard as it may ſeem 3 
ul {Chap. 20.) and ſhall caution him againſt warious T emp- 
| z2tions, which might otherwiſe draw him aſide to Ne- 
185 gligence and Sin, (Chap, 21.) | | 
ay $. 10. HAP will it be for the Reader, if theſe Rx- 
4 hortations and Cautions be attended to with becoming f 
rn Regard ; but as it is, alas, too probable, that notwith- ; 
ft ſtanding all, the Infirmities of Nature will ſometimes | 
ed prevail, we ſhall conſider the Cafe of Deadneſi and Lan- f 
8 guor in Religion, which often ſteals upon us by inſenſible 1 
ny Degrees; (Chap. 22.) from whence there is too eaſy a 
. Paſſage to that terrible one of a Return into known and 
„I. deliberate Sin. (Chap. 23.) And as the one or the other 
Ces of theſe tends, in a proportionable Degree, to proweke the 
11 Bleſſed Gop fe hide his Face, and his injured Spirit to 
he wwithiraw, that melancholy Condition will be taken into 
ay a particular Survey. (Chap. 24.) I ſhall then take No- 
245 tice alſo of the Caſe of great and heauy Aflictions in Life; 
F- (Chap. 25.) a Diſcipline which the beſt of Men have 
e | Reaſon to expect, eſpecially when they back/izde from 
In Gov, and yield to their Spiritual Enemies. 
; $. 11. InsTANCEs of this Kind, wall, I fear, be too 
ſe frequent ; yet, I truſt, there will be many others, whoſe 
n- Halb, like the dawning Light, will ſpine more and more 
c B 2 ' - until 
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. A general Plan of the orb. Chap. . 


until the per fc Day (d). And therefore we ſhall endea- 
vour in the beſt Manner we can, to aſſiſt the Chriſtian 
in pefſing à lrue Fudgment on the Growth of Grate in 
his Heart ; (Chap. 26.) as we had done before in judg- 
Ing Of its Sincerity. And as nothing conduces more to 
the Advance of Grace, than the lively Exerciſe of Lowe 
to Gop, and a holy Foy in him, we ſhall here remind 
the real CHriſtian of thoſe Mercies, which tend to excite 
that Love and Joy; (Chap. 27.) and, in the Views of 


them, to animate him to thoſe vigorous Efforts of L- 


fulnef5 in Life, which fo well become his Character, and 
will have ſo happy an Efficacy on brightning his Crown. 
(Chap. 28.) Suppoſing him to act accordingly, we ſhall 
then labour to illuſtrate and aſſiſt zhe Delight, with which 
he may look foravard to the awful Solemnities of Death 
and Judgment (Chap. 29.) And thall cloſe the Scene by 
accompanying him, as it were, to the neareſt Confines of 
that dark Valley, thro? which he is to paſs to Glory; giv- 
ing him ſuch Directions, as may ſeem moſt ſubſervient to 
his honouring Gop, and adorning Religion, by his dying 
Behaviour. (Chap. 3c.) Nor am I without a pleaſing 
Hope, that, thro? the divine Bleſſing and Grace, 1 may 
be in ſome Inſtances ſo ſucceſsful, as to leave thoſe 
tricmphing in the Vicws of Judgment and Eternity, 
and plorifying Gop by a truly Chriſtian Life and Death, 


whom I found zrembling in the Apprehenfions of future 


Miſery ; or perhaps, in a much mere dangerous and mi- 
ſerable Circumſtance than that; T mean, entirely forget- 
ting the Proſpect, and ſunk into the moſt ſtupid Inſenſibi- 
lic of thoſe Things, for an Attendance to which the Hu- 
man Mind was formed, and in Compariſon of which, all 
the Purſuits of this tranſitory Life are emptier than Wind, 


and ehter than a Feather. 


. 12, Suck a Variety of Heads muſt, to be ſure, be 
handled but briefs, as we intend to bring them within 
the Bulk of a moderate Volume: I ſhall not, therefore, 


diſcuſs them, as a Preacher might properly do ix Ser- 


mont, in which the Truths of Religion are profeſſedly to 


be explained and taught, defended and improved, in a 
wide Variety, and long Detail of Propoſitions, Argu- 
ments, Objections, Replies, and Inferences, marſhalPd 

5 and 


(b) Prov. iv. 18, 


Chap. 12 A Prayer for its Succeſs. — 1 
and number'd under their diſtinct Generals. I ſhall here 
ſpeak in a looſer and freer Manner, as a Friend to a. 
Friend; juſt as- I would do, if I were to be in Perſon 
admitted to a private Audience, by one whom I tenderly 
loved, and whoſe Circumſtances and Character I knew 
to be like that, which the Title of one Chapter or and- 
ther of this Treatiſe deſcribes. And when I have diſ- 
courſed with him a little while, which will ſeldom be ſo 
long as Half an Hour; 1 ſhall, as it were, ſtep aſide, 
and leave him to meditate on what he has heard, or en- 
deavour to aſſiſt him in ſuch fervent Addreſſes to Wop, 
as it may be proper to mingle. with thoſe Medlilations. 
it the mean Time, I will here take the Liberty to pray 
over-my Reader and my Work; and to commend it 
i>lemniy to the Divine Bleſſing, in Token of my deep 
Conviction of an entire Dependence upom it. And I am 
weil perſuaded, that Sentiments like theſe are common, 
in the general, to every faithful Miniſter, to every real. 
Chriſtian, 


4 PRAYE R for the Succeſs of this Work, in promoting the, 
Riſe and Progreſs of Religion. 


6 () H Thou great Eternal Original, and Author of 

„all created Being and Happineſs! I adore 
Thee who haſt made Man a Creature capable of Re- 
** ligion, and haſt beſtowed this Dignity a and Felicity up- 
on our Nature, that it may be taught to ſay, I Here 
% COD our Mater (e)? I lament that Degeneracy 
'* ſpread over the whole Human Race, which has zar ned 
* our (Glory into Shame (f), and has render'd the For- 


** gettulneſs of Gop (unnatural as it is) ſo common. 


65 and ſo univerſal a Diſeaſe. Holy Father, we know, it 
is Thy Preſence, and Thy teaching alone, that can 
** reclaira thy wandering Children; can impreſs a Senſe 
de 0! + [Divine Things on the Heart, and render that Senie 
** !alting and effectual. From Thee proceed all good 
** Purpoſes and Defires ; and this Deſire above all, of 
2 lifuling Wiſdom, Piety and Happineſs in this W orld, 


** which (tho' ſunk in ſuch deep Apoltacy) Thine infi- 


« nite Mercy has not utterly forſaken, | 
B 3 « Tes 


(e) Job xxx, 10. | (f]; Hoſ. iv, 7. 
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Tuo be,, O Lord, the Hearts of the Chil- 
dren of Men (g); and an upright Soul, in the mid& of 
all the Cenſures and Suſpicions it may meet with, re- 
joices in Thine intimate Knowledge of its moſt ſecret 
Sentences and Principles of Action. Thou knoweſt 
the Sincerity and Fervency, with which Thine wnwor- 
thy Servant defires to ſpread the Knowledge of Thy 


Name, and the Savour of Thy Goſpel, among all to 


whom this Work may reach. Thou knoweft, that 
hadſt thou given him an Abundance of this World, 
it would have been, in his Eſteem, the nobleſt Plea- 
ſure that Abundance could have afforded, to have been 


Thine Almoner, in ev Thy Bounties to the 
0 


Indigent and Neceſſitous, and ſo cauſing the ſorrowful 
Heart to rejoice in Thy Goodneſs, diſpenſed thro? his 
Hands. Thou knoweſt, that hadſt Thou given him, 


either by ordinary or extraordinary Methods, the Gifts 


of Healing, it would have been his daily Delight, to 


relieve the Pains, the Maladies, and the Infirmities of 


Mens Bodies; to have ſeen the languiſhing Counte- 
nance, brightened by returning Health and Chearful- 
neſs; and much more to have beheld the roving diſ- 
tracted Mind, reduced to Calmneſs and Serenity, in 
the Exerciſe of its rational Faculties. Yet happier, 
far happier will he think himſelf, in thoſe humble 
Circumſtances, in which Thy Providence hath placed 


„ kim, if Thou vouchſafe to honour theſe his feeble | 1 
„ Endeavours, as the Means of relieving and enriching 
Mens Minds; of recovering them from the Madneſs 


of a ſinful State, and bringing back Thy reaſonable 


| Creatures to the Knowledge, the Service, and the En- 
joyment of their Gop ; or of improving thoſe, who | 


are already reduced. 


„O may it have that bleſſed Influence on the Perſon IR 
whoſoever he be, that is now reading theſe Lines, and 


on all who may read or hear them! Let not my 


LORD te angry, if I preſume to aſk, That however 
weak and contemptible this Work may ſeem in the 
Eyes of the Children of this World, and however | 


imperfect it really be, as well as the Author of it un- 


worthy, it may nevertheleſs live before T hee ; yo” 
60 t ro 


(g) 2 Chron, vi. 30. 


** * * A i» Aa . =. a 1 * 


Chap. 1. Succeſs of this Morl. Ir 


at 
£6 
76 
Cc 


£6 


thro? a divine Power, be mighty to produce the Riſe 
and Progreſs of Religion in the Minds of Multicudes, 
in diſtant Places, and in Generations yet to come ! 
Impute it not, O Goo, as a culpable Ambition, if I 
deſire, that Whatever becomes of my Name, about 
which 1 would not loſe one Thought before Thee, 
this Work, to which I am now applying myſelf in 
Thy Strength, may be compleated and propagated 
far Abroad; that it may reach to thoſe that are yet 


* unborn, and teach them Thy Name and Thy Praiſe, 
when the Author has long dwelt in the Duſt : That 


ſo when he ſhall appear before Thee in the great Day 
of final Account, it Foy may be increaſed, and his 
Crown brightened, by Numbers before unknown to 
each other, and to him! But if his Petition be too 
great to be granted to one, who pretends no Claim, 
but 'Thy Sovereign Grace, to hope for being favour- 
ed with the leaft, give him to be in Thine Almighty 
Hand the bleſſed Inſtrument of Converting and Sa- 
ving one Soul And if it be bur one, 0 that the 
weakeſt and meaneſt of thoſe who are capable of re- 
ceiving this Addreſs, it ſhall be moſt thankfully ac- 
cepted as a rich Recompence for all the Thought and 
Labour it may coſt ; and though it ſhould be amidſt a 
Thouſand Diſappointments with Reſpe& to others, 
yet it ſhall be the Subject of immortal Songs of Praiſe 
to Thee, O blefſed Gon, for and by every Soul, 
whom, thro' the Blood of Jeſus and the Grace of Thy 
Spirit, Thou haſt ſaved; and everlaſting Honours 
{hall be aſcribed to the Farther, to the Sox, and to the 


* Holy Spirit, by the innumerable Company of Angels, and 


by the General 4fjembly and Church of the Firfl-born in 
Heaven, Amen,” | 
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The Careleſs Sinner awakened. 


11 is tos ſuppoſable a Caſe, that this Treatiſe may come inte 
uch Hands e. F. 1, 2. Since many, not grojily wicious, 
Fall under that Character. F. 3, 4. A more particular 
HWluftration of this Caſe, with an Ajpeal to the Reader, 
evhether it be not his own. F. 5, 6. Expoſtulation with 
fuch; F. 7,—9. More particularly, (1.) From ac- 
knowledged Principles, relating to the Nature of G OD, 
his univerſal Preſence, Agency, and Perfections. §. 10, 
—12. (2.) From a View of Perſonal Obligations to 
Aim. F. 13. (3.) From the Danger of this Neglet, 
when confidered in its Aſpet on a future State, F. 14. 
An Appeal to the Conſcience, as already convinced. F. 15. 
Tran/ition to the Subject of the next Chapter. F. 16. 


The Meditation of a Sinner, who having been long 


#houg hileſs begins ts be awakened. 
F. 1, CHAMEFULLY and fatally as Religion is 
neglected in the World, yet bleſſed be Gop 

it has ſome fincere Diſciples; Children of Wiſdem, by 


7 


whom, even in this foolith and degenerate Age, it is 


Jujtifed (a); who having, by Divine Grace been brought 
to the Kucauledge of G OD in Chrift, have faithfully de- 
voted their Hearts to him, and by a natural Conſe- 
quence are devoting their Lives to his Service. Could J 
be ſure this Treatiſe would fall into no Hands but theirs, 

my Work would be ſhorter, caſter, and pleaſanter. 
$. 2. Ber among the Thouſands that negleR Reli- 
gion, it is more than poſſible, that ſome of my Readers 
may be included: And I am ſo deeply affected with their 
unhappy Caſe, that the Temper of my Heart, as well as 
the proper Method of my SubjeR, leads me in + 
ace 


* 


(2) Matth, Xl, 1 gs 
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Place to addreſs myſelf to/uch; to apply to every one 
of them; and therefore to you, O Reader, whoever you 
are, who may come under the Denomination of a care- 
leſs Sinner, a | 
g. 3. Bs not, I beſeech you, angry at the Name. 
The Phyſicians of Souls muſt ſpeak plainly, or they may 
murder thoſe whom they ſhould cure, I would make 
no harſh and unreaſonable Suppoſition. I would charge 
you with nothing more, than is abſolutely neceſſary to 
convince you, that you are the Perſon to whom I ſpeak. 
[ will not, therefore, imagine you to be a prophane and 
:bandoned Profiigate. I will not ſuppoſe, that you al- 
low yourſelf ro blaſpheme Gov, to diſhonour his Name, 
by cuſtomary Swearing, or groſsly to violate his Sabbath, 
or commonly to negle& the Solemnities of his publick 
Worſhip : IL. will not imagine that you have injured 
vour Neighbours, in their Lives, their Chaſtity, or their 
Poſleſſions, either by Violence, or by Fraud; or that you 
have icandalouſly debaſed the rational Nature of Man, 
by that vile Intemperance, which transforms us into the 
work kind of Brutes, or ſomething beneath them. 
$. 4. In Oppoſition to all this, I will ſuppoſe, that 
you believe the Exiſtence and Providence of God, and 
the Trath of Chriſtianity, as a Revelation from Him : 
Of which, if you have any Doubt, I muſt deſire, that you 
would immediately ſeek your Satis faction elſewhere “. 
lay, [mmediately: Becauſe cot to believe it, is in f- 
fect to diſbelieve it; and will make your Ruin equally 
certain, though perhaps it may leave it leſs aggravated, 
than if Contempt and Oppoiition had been added to- 
Suſpicion and Neglect. But ſuppoſing ycu to be a no- 
mina! Chriſtian, and not a Deiſt, or a Sceptick; I wall 
alſo ſuppoſe your Conduct among Men to be not only 
blameleſs, but amiable; and that they - who know you 
moſt intimately, muſt acknowledge, that you are juſt 
d ſober, humane and courteous, compaſhonate and 
B. 5 e JLORrAL -;, . 


la ſoch a Caſe, I beg Leave to refer to the Reader o my Three 
*ermons on the Evidence , Ghrifttanity 3 the laſt of the Ten on the 
Server and Grace of Cb; in which he may ſee the hitherto un- 
ken Foundations of my own Faith, in a ſhort, and, I h« pe, a cleat 
e. Ga | 
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liberal: Yet with all this, you may lack that one Thing (b) 
on which your Eternal Happineſs depends. 

&. 5. I B:seEECH you, Reader, whoever you are, 
that you would now look ſeriouſly into your own Hears, 
and aſk it this one plain Queſtion, Am I truly religious! 
Is the Love of Gop the governing Principle of my 
Life ? Do I walk under a Senſe of his Preſence ? Dol 
converſe with him from Day to Day, in the Exerciſe of 
Prayer and Praiſe ? And am I, on the Whole, making 
his Service my Buſineſs and my Delight, regarding him 
as my Maſter and my Father? 

F. 6. Ir is my preſent Buſineſs only to addreſs my- 
ſelf to the Perſon, whoſe Conſcience anſwers in the Ne- 
gative. And I would addreſs with equal Plainneſs, and 
equal Freedom, to High and Low, to Rich and Poor : 
'To you, who (as the Scripture with a dreadful Propriety 
expreſſes it) /zive without GOD inthe World(c) ; and 


while in Words and Forms, you own GOD, deny him 
in your Actions (d), and behave yourſelves in the main, 


(a few external Ceremonies only excepted,) juſt as you 


would do, if you believed, and were ſure, there was no 


G OD. Unhappy Creature, whoever you are! your 
own Heart condemns you immediately ; and how much 
more that GOD avho is greater than your Heart, and 
Enoaweth all Things (e). He is in Secret (f), as well as in 
Publick; and Words cannot expreſs the Delight, with 
which his Children converſe with him alone Fut in Se- 
cret you ncknowledge him not; you neither pray to him, 
nor praiſe him, in your Retirements. Accounts, Cor- 
reſpondencies, Studies may often bring you into your 
Cloſet ; but if nothing but Devotion were to be tranfact- 
ed there, it would be to you quite an unfrequented Place. 
And thus you go on from Day to Day, in a continual 
Forgetfulneſs of Gop; and are as thoughtleſs about Re- 
ligion, as if you had long ſince demonſtrated it to your- 
ſelf, that it was a mere Dream. If, indeed, you are fick, 
you will perhaps cry to God for Health; in any extreme 
Danger, you will lift up your Eyes and Voice for Deli- 
verance: But as for the Pardon of Sin, and the other 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel, you are not at all inwardly ſoli- 
Citous 

(b) Mark x. 27; (e) Eph. ii, 18. (4) Tit. i, 16. 


(e) 1 Jchn iii. 20. (f) Matth. vi. 6. 
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itous about them; tho' you profeſs to beileve, that the 
Golpel is Divine, and the Bleſſings of it Eternal. All 
your Thoughts, and all your Hours, are divided between 
the Busines and the Amuſements of Life : And if now 
and then, an awful Providence, or a ſerious Sermon or 


Book, awakens you, it is but a few Days, or it may be 


a few Hours, and you are the ſame careleſs Creature 


you ever were before. On the whole, you act, as if you 
were reſolved to put it to the Venture, and at your own 
Expence to make the Experiment, whether the Conſe- 
quences of neglecting Religion be indeed as terrible, as 
its Miniſters and Friends have repreſented, Their Re- 
monſtrances do indeed ſometimes force themſelves upon 
you, as (conſidering the Age and Country in which you 
live,) it is hardly poſſible entirely to avoid them; but you 
have, it may be, found out the Art of Jaiab's People, 
Hearing to hear, and not underſtand; and ſeeing to /ee, and 
not perceive : Tour Heart is waxed groſs, your Eyes are 
clejed, and your Ears heavy (g). Under the very Ordi- 
nances of Worſhip, your Thoughts are at the Ends of the 
Earth (h). Every Amuſement of the Imagination is 
welcome, if it may but lead away your Mind from ſo: 
inſi pid, and ſo diſagreeable a Subject as Religian.. And 
probably the very laſt Time you were in a worſhipping, 
Afﬀembly, you managed, juſt as you would have done, if 
you had thought Gon knew nothing of your Behaviour; 
or as if you did not think it worth one ſingle Care, whe- 
ther He were pleaſed or diſpleaſed with it. | 

F. 7. Alas! is it then to come to this, with all your 
Belief of Gon, and Providence, and Scripture ! That Re- 
gion is not worth a Thought That it is not worth one 
Hour's ferious Conſideration and Reflection, What 
© GOD. and Chriſt are; and what en yourſelwues are, 
* and what you muſt hereafter be??? Where then are 
all your rational Faculties? How are they employed, 
or rather, how are they ſtupified and benumbed ? 

F. 8. Tus Certainty and Importance of the Things of 
which I ſpeak are ſo evident, from the Principles which 
you yourſelves grant, that one might almoſt ſet a Child 
or an Idiot to reaſon upon them. And yet they are ne- 
glected by thoſe, who are grown up to Underſtanding, 

"MM 67 *-1 and: 
(8) Ifai, vi. 9, 10. (h) Prov. x9, 34. 
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and perhaps ſome of them to ſuch Refinement of Un- 
derſtanding, that they would think themſelves greatly 


injured, if they were not to be reckoned among the bo- 


liter, and the more Learned Part of Mankind. 
$. 9. Bur it is not your Neglect, Sirs, that can de- 


ſtroy the Being or Importance of ſuch Things as theſe. 
It may indeed deftroy yon, but it cannot in the leaſt af- 


fect them. Permit me therefore, having been myſelf 
awakened, to come to each of you, and ſay, as the 
Mariners did to Fonah, while aſleep in the midſt of 
a much leſs dangerous Storm, What meaneſ thou, O 
Sleeper? Ariſe and call upon thy GOD (i). Do you 
doubt as to the Reaſonableneſs, or Neceflity, of doing it ? 
J wwill demand, and anſwer me (k) Anſwer me to your 
own Conſcience, as one that muſt, ere long, render 
another Kind of Account. | 4 

$. 10. You own, that rhereis a GOD: And well 


you may: For you cannet open your Eyes, but you 


muſt ſee the evident Proofs of his Being, his Preſence, 
and his Agency; You behold him around you in every 
Object. You feel him within you, if I may ſo ſpeak, 


in every Vein, and in every Nerve. You ſee, and you 


feel, not only that he hath formed you with an ex- 
quifite Wiſdom, which no mortal Man could ever fully 
explain or comprehend, but that he is continually 


near you, Wherever you are, and however you are 


employed, by Day, or by Night; in Him you live and 
move, and have your Being (I). Common Senſe will tell 
you, that it is not your own Wiſdom,'and Power; and 
Attention, that cauſes your Heart to beat, and your 


Blood to-circulate ; that draws in, and ſends out that 


Breath of Life, that precarious Breath of a moſt uncer- 
tain Life, that 7s in your Neftrils (m). Theſe Things 
are done when you ſleep, as well as in thoſe waking 
Moments, when you think not of the Circulation of 
the Blood, or of the Neceſſity of Breathing, nor ſo 
much as to recolle& that you have a Heart and Lungs. 
Now what is this, but the Hand of Gop, perpetually 
ſupporting and actuating thoſe curious Machines that 
He has made 7. ag 

þ 6. 2786 


(i) Joo, i. 6. (*) Job zxxvlii, 3. (1) As xvii, 28, 
{w} Lai. ii. 22. 
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$. 11. Nox is this His Care limited to you; but if 
you look all around you, far as your Views can reach, 
ou ſee it extending itſelf on every Side: And Oh how 
much farther than you can trace it! Reflect on the Light 
and Heat, which the Sun every where diſpenſes ; on the 
Air, which ſurrounds all our Globe, on the right Tem- 
perature of which the Life of the whole Human Race 
depends, and that of all the inferior Creatures which 
dwell on the Earth. Think of the ſuitable and plenti- 
ful Prowifron made for Man and Bea; the Graſs, the 
Grain, the Variety of Fruits, and Herbs, and Flowers; 
every Thing that nouriſhes us, every Thing that delights 
us; and ſay, whether it do not ſpeak plainly and loudly, 
that cur Almighty Maker is near, and that he is careful 
of us, and kind to us. And while all theſe Things pro- 
claim His Goodneſs, do they not alſo proclaim his Poww- 
er For what Power has any Thing comparable to that, 
which furniſhes out thoſe Gifts of Royal Bounty ; and 
which, unwearied and unchanged, produces continually, 
from Day to Day, and from Age to Age, ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing and magnificent Effects over the Face ef the whole 
Earth, and thro” all the Regions of Heaven? 

F. 12. Ir 1s.then evident, that GOD is pre/ent, pre- 
ſent with you at this Moment; even 60 D your Crea- 
tor and Preſerver, G O D the Creator and Preſerver of 
the whole viſible and inviſible World. And is he not 
preſent as a moſt obſervant and attentive Being ? He that 
Formed the Eye, ſhall not He fee? He that planted the Ear, 
forall not He hear ? He that teaches Man Knowledge, that 
gives him his rational Faculties, and pours in upon 
his opening Mind all the Light it receives by them, 
ſpall not He know (n)? He-who fees all the Neceſſities of 
his Creatures ſo ſeaſonably to provide for them, ſhall 
He not ſee their Actions too; and ſeeing ſhall he not 
judge them? Has he given us a Senſe and Diſcern- 
ment of what is good and evil, of what 1s true and falſe, 
of what is fair and deformed in Temper and Conduct; 
and has He himſelf no Diſcernment of theſe Things? 
Frifte not with your Conſcience, which tells you at once, 
that he judges of it, and approves or condemns, as it 
43 decent or indecent, reaſonable or unreaſonable ; and 


that 


(u) Pſal. xe v. 9, 10, 
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that the judgment which he paſſes, is of infinite Im- 
portance to all bis Creatures. | 

F. 13. AND now, to apply all this to your own Caſe, 
tet me ſeriouſly aſk you, Is it a decent and reaſonable 
Thing, that this great and glorious Bene factor ſhould be 
neglected by his rational Creatures? by thoſe, that are 
capable of attaining to ſome Knowledge of him, and 
preſenting to him ſome Homage? Is it decent and rea- 
ſonable that He ſhould be forgotten and neglected 45 
you? Are you alone of all the Works of his Hands, for- 
gotten or neglected by him? Oh Sinner, thoughtleſs 
as you are, you cannot dare to ſay that, or even to think 
it. Yeu need not go back to the helpleſs Days of your 
Infancy and Childhood, to convince you of the contrary. 
You need not, in order to this, to recollect the e I 
able Deliverances, which, perhaps, were wrought out 
for you many Years ago. The Repoſe of the laſt Night, 
the Refreſhment and Comfort you have received this 
Day ; yea, the Mercies you are receiving this very Mo- 
ment, bear witneſs to him; and yet you regard him not. 
Ungrateful Creature that you are! Could you have 
treated any Human BenefaQtor thus? Could you have 
borne to neglect a kind Parent, or any generous Friend, 
that had but a few Months acted the Part of a Parent to 
you ? to have taken no Notice of him, while in his Pre- 
ſence ; to have returned him no Thanks; to have had 
no Contrivances to make ſome little Acknowledgment 
for all his Goodneſs ? Human Nature, bad as it is, is not 
fallen ſo low. Nay, the Brutal Nature is not ſo low as 
this. Surely every Domeſtick Animal round you muſt 


ſhame ſuch Ingratitude. If you do but for a few Days 


take a little kind Notice of a Dog, and feed him with 
the Refuſe of your Table, he will wait upon you and. 
love to be near you; he will be eager to follow you from 
Place to Place, or when, after. a little Abſence, you. 
return Home, will try by a thoufand fond tranſported. 
Motions, to tell you how much he rejoices to ſee you 
again. Nay, Brutes, far leſs ſagacious and apprehen- 
five, have ſome Senſe of our Kindneſs, and expreſs it 
after their Way: As the bleſſed Gop condeſcends to 
obſerve, in this very View in which I mention it, 7h: 
dull Ox 4zows its Owner, and the ſtupid Aj5 his n_ 
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Crib (o): What lamentable Degeneracy therefore is ir, 
that you do not know, that you, who have been number 
among Gop's profeſling People, do not, and will not con- 
fer your numberlefs Obligations to him? | 
F. 14. SURBLY, if you have any Ingenuity of Tem- 
per, you muſt be aſhamed and grieved in the Review: 
But if yon have not, give me leave farther to expoſtulate 
with you on this Head, by ſetting it in ſomething of a 
different Light. Can you think yourſelves ſafe, while 
you are acting a Part like this? Do you not in your 
Conſcience believe, there will be a future judgment? 
Do you not believe there is an inviſible and eternal 
World? As profeſſed Chriſtians, we all believe it; for 
it is no controverted Point, but diſplayed in Scripture 
with ſo clear an Evidence, that, ſubtile and ingenious 
as Men are in Error, they have not yet found out a 
Way to evade it. And believing this, do you not ſee, 
that while you are thus wandering from Gop, Deftruc- 
tion and Miſery are in your Ways (p)? Will this Indo- 
lence and Negligence of Temper be any Security to 
you? Will it guard you from Death ? Will it excuſe 
you from Judgment? You might much more reaſon- 
ably expect, that ſhutting your Eyes would be a De- 
fence againſt the Rage of a devouring Lion; or that 
looking another Way ſhould ſecure your Body from 
being pierced by a Bullet or a Sword. When Gon 
ſpeaks of the extravagant Folly of ſome thoughtlefs 
Creatures, who would hearken to no Admonition now, 
he adds, in a very awful Manner: In the latter Day they 
Hall conſſder it perfeatly (q). And is not this applicable 
to you? Muſt you not, ſooner or later, be brought to 
think of theſe 'Things, whether you will or no? And, 
in the mean Time, do you not certainly know, that 
timely and ſerious Reflection upon them is, thro' Di- 
vine Grace, the only Way to prevent your Ruin ? 
§. 15. Yes Sinner, I necu not multiply Words on 
a Subject like this, Your Conſcience is already inwardly 
convinced, tho? your Pride may be unwilling to own it. 
And, to prove it, let me aſk you one Queſtion, more: 
Would you upon any Terms and Confiderations what- 
ever, come to a Refolution abſolutely to diſmiſs all far. 
| they 
(o) Iſai, i. 3. (p) Rom. iii, 16. (9) Jer, xiii, 20. 
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20 The Meditation of a Sinner, Chap.'2, 
ther Thought of Religion, and all Care about it, from 
this Day and Hour, and to abide by the Conſequences 
of that Neglect? I believe, hardly any Man living 
would be bold enough to determine upon this. I be- 
lieve, meſt of my Readers would be ready to tremble 
at the Thought of it. | 

$. 16. Bur if it be neceſſary to take theſe Things in- 
to Confideration at all, it is neceſſary to do it quickly; 
for Life itſelf is not ſo very long, nor ſo certain, that a 
wiſe Man ſhould riſque much upon its Continuance. 
And I hope to convince you, when I have another 


Hearing, that it is neceſſary to do it zmmediately; and 


that next to the Madneſs of reſolving, Tow will! not think 
of Religion at all, is that of ſaying, You will think of it 
hereafter. In the mean Time, pauſe on the Hints which 
have been already given, and they will prepare you to 
receive what is to be added on that Head. 


The Mantra uon of a Sinner, «vho vas once thought - 
leſs, but begins to be awakened, 


5 WAKE, Oh my forgetful Soul, awake from 

„ theſe wandering Dreams. Turn thee from 
„ this Chace of Vanity, and for a little while be per- 
« ſuaded by all theſe Confiderations, to let forward, 
« and to look ufwward, at leaſt for a few Moments. Suf- 
« ficient are the Hours, and Days, given to the La- 
* bours and Amuſements of Life. Grudge not a ſhort 


% Allotment of Minutes, to view thyſelf, and thine 


«© own more immediate Concerns ; to reflect, who, and 
« what thou art; how it comes to paſs, that thou art 
« here, and what thou muſt quickly be! | 
Fr is indeed, as thou haſt ſeen it now repreſented, 
«© Oh my Soul! Thou art e Creature of O D; form- 
« ed and furniſhed by Him, and lodged in a Body, 


„ which He provided, and which He ſupports ;.a Body, 


% in which he intended thee only a tranſitory Abode. 
« Oh, think how ſoon 7%, Tabernacle muſt be. difſolwved 
« (r), and thou muſt return to GOD (s). And ſhall HE, 
4c the One, Infinite, Eternal, Ever-bleſſed, and Ever- 
«« glorious Being, ſhall He be , of all _—_ by 

„ thee ! 


{r) 2 Cor. v. 1. (s) Eccl, xi. 7. 
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Chap. 2. who begins to be awakened, ; 2 
*« thee ? Wilt thou live and die with this Character, 
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40 


/aying, by every Action of every Day, unto GOD; 
Depart from me, for I defire not the Knowledge of Thy 
Mays (t)? The Morning, the Day, the Evening, the 
Night, every Period of 'T'ime has its Excuſes for this 


Neglect. But, Oh, my Soul, what will theſe Excuſes 


appear, when examined by his penetrating Eye ! They 
may elude me; but they cannot impoſe upon Him. 
*© On Thou injured, neglected, provoked BenefaQor! 
When I think, but for a Moment or two, of all Thy 
Greatneſs, and of all Thy Goodneſs, I am aſtoniſhed 
at this Inſenſibility, which hath prevailed in mine 
Heart, and even ſtill prevails. I b/ufþ and am con- 
founded to lift up my Face before Thee (u). On the 


moſt tranſient Review, I ſee, that I have played the 


Fool, that I hawe erred exceedingly (x). And yet this 


* ſtupid Heart of mine would make its having neglect- 


ed thee ſo long, a Reaſon for going on to negle& 
Thee. IT own it might juſtly be expected, that, with 
Regard to Thee, every one of Thy Rational Creatures 
ſhould be all Duty and Love: That each Heart ſhould 
be full of a Senſe of thy Preſence; and that a Care 
to pleaſe Thee ſhould ſwallow up every other Care. 
Yet thou aß not been in all my Thoughts (y); and Re- 
ligion, the End and Glory of my Nature, has been 
ſo ſtrangely overlooked, that I have hardly ever ſeri- 
ouſly aſked my own Heart, what it is.—I know, if 
Matters reſt here, I periſh, and yet, I feel in my 
perverſe Nature, a ſecret Indiſpoſition to purſue theſe 
Thoughts; a Proneneſs, if not entirely to diſmiſs 
them, yet to lay them aſide for the preſent. My 
Mind is perplexed and divided; but I am ſure, Thou 
who madeſt me, knoweſt what is beſt for me. I there- 
fore beſeech Thee, that Thou wilt, for Thy Name's 


ale, lead me and guide me (2). Let me not delay, till 


it is for ever too late. Pluck me as a Brand out of the 
Burning (a). Oh break this fatal Enchantment that 
holds down my Affection to Objects, which my Jud 

ment camparatively deſpiſes! And let me, at Ain 


come into ſo happy a State of Mind, that I may 


cc not 


(t} Job xxi, 14, (v) Ear. ix. 6, (x) 1 Sam, xxvi, 21. 


(ty; Pal, x. 4. (2) Pal. xxx. 3. (a) Amos iv, 13, 
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22 The Meditations of an awakened Sinner. Chap: 2. 
«« not be afraid to think of Thee, and of myſelf; and 
«© may not be tempted to wiſh, that Thou hadſt not 
«© mate me, or that Thou couldſt for ever forget me; 
that it may not be my beſt Hope, to periſh like the 
% Brates. 

« Ir what 1 ſhall farther read here, be agreeable to 
Truth and Reaſon; if it be calculated to promote my 
Happineſs, and is to be regarded as an Intimation of 
«© Thy Will and Pleaſure to me; Oh Gos, let me 
«© hear and obey! Let the Words of thy Servant, when 
% pleading Thy Cauſe, be /ike Goad's to pierce into my 
*« Mind! and let me rather feel, and ſmart, than die! 
„Let them be as Naih faflened in a fure Place (b): 
That whatever Myſteries as yet unknown, or what- 
«« ever Difficulties there be in Religion, if it be neceſſa- 
« ry, I may not finally neglect it; and that if it be ex- 
«« pedient to attend immediately to it, I may no longer 
« delay that Attendance! And, Oh let Thy Grace tench 
« me the Leſſon, I am ſo ſlow to learn; and conquer 
* that ſtrong Oppoſition, which I feel in my Heart, 
« againſt the very Thought of it! Hear theſe broken 
% Cries, for the Sake of Thy Son, who has taught 
% and ſaved many a Creature as untractable as I, and 
«© can out of Stones rai/e up Children to Abrabam (e)! 


60 
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6 Amen.” 


(b) Eccl. xt, "+ of (c) Mat, iii, 9. 


CHAP. 


Chap. 3. The Sinner cautioned again Delay, 23 ; 


CH & F. MH 


The Awakened Sinner urged to immediate 
Conſideration, and cautioned againſt Delay. 


Sinners, wwhen awakened, inclineable to diſmiſs Conwvittions 


for the preſent. F. 1. An immediate Regard to Re- 
ligion urged. F. 2. (1.) From the Excellency and 
Pleaſure of the Thing itſelf. 5. 3. (2) From the Un- 
certainty of that future T ime on which Sinners preſume, 
compared with the ſad Conſequences of being cut off in Sine 
F. 4. (3.) From the Immutability of G O D's preſent 
Demands. F. 5, (4.) From the Tendency, which Delay 
has, to male a Compliance with theſe Demands more difficult 
than it is at preſent. F. 6. (F.) From the Danger 7 
G O D's withdrawing his Spirit, compared with the 
arradful Caſe of a Sinner given up by il : F. 7. Which 
probably is now the Caſe of many. F. 8. Since therefore, 
on the whole, whatever the Event be, Delays may prove 
Matter of Lamentation, F. 9. The Chapter concludes 
40% an Exhortation againſt yielding to them: F. io. 
And a Prayer againſt . of that Kind. | 


F. fl. Y HOPE my laſt Addreſs ſo far awakened the 
Convictions of my Reader, as to bring him to 
this Purpoſe, ** That ſome Time or other he would at- 
tend to Religious Conſiderations.” But give me Leave 
to aſk earneftly and punctually, When that ſhall be?“ 
Go thy Way for this Time, and at a more convenient Sea» 
ſon I will ſend for thee, was the Language, and the 
Ruin, of unhappy Felix (a), when he trembled under the 
Reaſonings and Expoſtulations of the Apoſtle. The 

| | Tempter 
(a) Acts xxiv, 25. | 
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24 VHimediate Regard to Religion urged, Chap. 3» 


Temper preſumed not to urge, That he ſhould give up 
all Thoughts of Repentance and Reformation ; but only 
that, conſidering the preſent Hurry of his Aﬀairs (as no 
Doubt they were many,) he ſhould defer it to a longer 
Day. The Artifice ſucceeded, and Felix was undone. 
$. 2. W1LL yon, Reader, diſmiſs me thus? For your 
own ſake, and out of tender Compaſſion to your periſh- 


ing immortal Soul, I would not willingly take up with 


ſuch a Diſmiſſion, and Excuſe. No, not tho? you ſhalt 
fix à Time; tho' you ſhall determine on e next Tear, 
or Month, or Week, or Day. I would turn upon you, 
with all the Eagerneſs and 'Tenderneſs of friendly Im- 
portunity, and intreat you to bring the Matter to an 
Iſſue even now. For if you ſay, ] will think on theſe 
„Things To-morrow,” I ſhall have bur /zr:/e Hepe; and 
ſhall conclude, That all that I have hitherto urged, 
and all that you have read, hath been offered and 
viewed in vain, | 

$. 3. Wren I invited you to the Care and Practice 
of Religion, it may feem ſtrange, that it ſhould be ne- 
ceſſary for me, affectionately to plead the Caſe with you, 
in order to your immediate Regard and Compliance. 
What I am inviting you to, is ſo noble and excellent in 
itſelf, ſo well worthy the Dignity of our Rational Na- 
ture, ſo ſuitable to it, ſo manly, and ſo wiſe, that one 
would imagine, you ſhould take Fire, as it were, at the 
firſt hearing of it; yea, that ſo delightful a View ſhould 
preſently poſſeſs your whole Soul with a Kind of Indig- 
nation againſt yourſelf, that you purſued it no ſooner. 


% May J lift up mine Eyes, and my Soul to Gon? 


«© May I devote myſelf to Him? May Iven now com- 
% mence a Friendſhip with Him? A Friendſhip, which 
* ſhall lat for ever, the Security, the Delight, the 
« Glory of this immortal Nature of mine?” And ſhall 
J draw beck and fay, ** Nevertheleſs let me not com- 
„ mence this Friendſhip tos ſoon Let me live at leaſt 
«© a few Weeks, or a few Days longer, auithout G O Dt 
« in the World.” Surely it would be much more rea- 
ſonable to return inward, and ſay, Oh my Soul, on 
* what vile Huyſts haſt thou been feeding, while thine 
« Heavenly Father has been forſaken, and injured & 


Shall I defire to multiply the Days of my Poverty, 
$6 my 
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Chap. 3. from the Uncerta..uty of Life. 25 
«© my Scandal, and my Miſery?“ On this Principle, 
ſurely, an immediate Retura toGop ſhould in all Rea- 
ſon be choſen; rather than to play the Fool any longer, 
and to go on a little more to diſpleaſe Gop, and there- 
by to ſtarve and to wound your own Soul; even tho? 
your Continuance in Life were ever ſo certain, and 
your Capacity to return to Gop and your Duty ever ſs 
entirely in your own Power, now, and in every future 
Moment, thro? Scores of Years yet to come. 

g. 4. Bor who, or what are You, that you ſhould 
lay your Account for Years, or for Months to come ? 
What is your Life? Is it not even as a Vapour, that 
afeareth for a little Time, and then vaniſheth any (b)? 
And what is your Security, or what is your peculiar 
Warrant, that you ſhould thus depend upon the Cer- 
tainty of its Continuance ? and that fo abſolutely, as to 
venture, as it were, to pawn your Soul upon it? Why 
you will perhaps ſay, I am young, and in all my 
Bloom and Vigour : I ſee hundreds about me, who 
are more than double my Age; and not a few of 
© them, who ſeem to think it too ſoon to attend to Re- 
<« ligion yet.” —You view the Living, and you talk 
thus. But I beſeech you, think of the Dead. Return in 
your Thoughts, to thoſe Graves in which you have left 
ame of your young Companions, and your Friends. You 
law them awhile ago gay and active; warm with Life, 

and Hopes, and Schemes. And ſome of them would 


icy were then on the very Borders of both. You have 
ice ſeen their Corpſes, or at leaſt their Coffins; and 
probably carned about with you the Badges of Mourn- 
i, which you received at their Funerals. Thoſe once 
vivc2r0us, and perhaps beautiful Bodies of theirs, now 
lic mouldering in the Duſt ; as ſenſeleſs, and helpleſs, as 
2 moſt decripid Pieces of Human Nature, which Four- 
gore Years ever brought down to it. And what is in- 
fately more to be regarded, their Souls, whether pre- 
pared for this great Change, or thoughtleſs of it, have 
wave their Appearance before Gop, and are at this 

Moment, 


(b) Jam. 1's 14. 
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26 The dreadful Caſe of dying unprepared. Chap. 3. 
Moment, fixed either in Heaven, or in Hell. Now let 
me. ſeriouſly aſk you, Would it be miraculous, or would 
it be ſtrange, if ſuch an Event ſhould befall you? How 
are you ſure, that ſome fatal Diſeaſe ſhall not this Day 
begin to work in your Veins? How are you ſure, that 

ou ſhall ever be capable of reading orthinking any more, 
1f you do not attend to-what you now read, and purſue 
the Thought which is now offering itſelf to your Mind ? 
This ſudden Alteration may at leaſt poſlibly happen; 
and if it does, it will be to you a terrible one indeed, 
To be thus ſurprized into the Preſence of a forgotten 
Gop ; to be torn away, at once, from a World, to 
which your whole Heart and Soul has been rivetted ; a 
World, which has engrofied all your Thoughts and 
Cares, all your Defires and Purſuits; and be fixed in a 


State, which you never could be ſo far perſuaded to | 


think of, as to ſpend ſo much as one Hour in ſerious 
Preparation for it: How muſt you even ſhudder at the 
Apprehenſion of it, and with what Horror muſt it fill 
you? It ſeems Matter of Wonder, that, in ſuch Cir. 
cumſtances, you are not almoſt diftratted with the 
Thoughts of the Uncertainty of Life, and are not even 
ready to die for fear of Death, To trifle with Gov 
any longer, after ſo ſolemn an Admonition as this, 
would be a Circumftance of additional Provocation, 
which, after all the reſt, might be fatal: Nor is there 
any Thing you can expect in ſuch a Caſe, but that 
He ſhould cut you off immediately, and teach other 
'Thoughtleſs Creatures, by your Ruin, what a hazardous 
Experiment they make, when they act as you are acting. 

$. 5. AnD will you, after all, run this deſperate 
Riſque ? For what imaginable Purpoſe can you do it? 
Do you think, the Bufine/s of Religion will become /e/; 
nece{/ary, or more eaſy, by your Delay? You know, that 
it will not. You know that whatever the bleſſed Gov 
demands now, he will alſo demand Twenty or Thirty 
Years hence, if you ſhould live to ſee the Time. Gop 
hath fixed this Method, in which he will pardon and ac- 
cept Sinners, in his Goſpel. And will He ever alter 
that Method? Or if He will not, can Men alter it! 
You like not to think of repenting, and humbling your- 


ſelf before Gop, to receive Righteouſneſs and Life from 
5 has 


Chap. 2. Delay will make the Work more difficult. zy 


his free Grace in Chriſt; and you above all diſlike the 
Thought of returning to Gop in the Ways of Holy 
Obedience. But will He ever diſpenſe with any of 
theſe, and publiſh a new Goſpel, with Promiſes of Life 
and Salvation to impenitent, unbelieving Sinners, if they 
will but call themfelves Chriſtians, and ſubmit to a few 
-ternal Rites ? How long, do you think, you might 
wait for ſuch a Change in the Conſtitution of Things? 
You know, Death will come upon you; and you can- 
not but know in your own Conſcience, that a general 
>ifolution will eome upon the World, long before 
GOD can thas deny bimſelf, and contradict all his Per- 


fections, and all his Declarations. 


$. 6. On if his Demands continue the ſame, as they 
aTuredly will, do you think, any Thing, which is now 
diſapreeable to you in them, will be leſs diſagreeable 
hereafter, than it1s at preſent? Shall you love to Sin leſs, 
when it is become more habitual to you, and when Con- 
ſcience 15 yet more enfeebled and debauched ? If you 
are running with the Footmen and fainting, ſhall you be 
able o contend with the Horſeman (c)? Surely you cannot 
imagine it. You would not ſay, in any Di/temper which 
threatened your Life, “ I will ſtay till I grow a litile 
«+ 4v0r/e, and then I will apply to a Phyſician: I will let 
«« my Diſeaſe get à little more Rooting in my Vitals, and 
„ then I will try what can be done to remove it.“ No, 
it 1s only where the Life of the Soul is concerned, that 
Men think thus wildly: The Life and Health of the 
Body appear too precious, to be thus trifled away. 

9. 7. Ir after ſuch deſperate Experiments you are ever 
recovered, it muſt be by an Operation of Divine Grace 
on your Soul, yet more powerful and more wonderful, 
i, Proportion to the increaſing Inveteracy of your Spiri- 
inal Maladies, And can you expect, that the Holy Spirit 
jnould be more ready to affit you, in Conſequenceof your 
ing fo ſhamefully trifled with him and affronted 
aum? He is now, in ſome Meaſure, moving on your 
Heart: If you feel any ſecret Relentings in it upon what 


you read, it is a Sign you are not yet utterly forſaken : - 


Put who can tell, whether 2b/e are not the laſt Touches 
ill ever give to a Heart ſo long hardened againft 
| h him ? 

() Jer. xii. Zo 
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28 You may be left to Hardneſs of Heart. Chap. 3. 


bim? Who can tell, but Gop may this Day Arber n 
his Wrath that you fhall not enter into his Reft (d)? 
have been telling you, that you may immediately dir. 
You own it poſſible, you may. And can you think of 
any Thing more terrible? Yes, Sinner, I will tell you 
of one Thing more dreadful than immediate Death and 
immediate Damnation. The Pleſſed Gop may ſay, As 
„for that wretched Creature, who has ſo long trifled 
«« with me, and provoked me, let him fil] kwe : Let 
« him live in the Midſt of Proſperity and Plenty: Let 
« him live under the pureſt, and moit powerful Ordi- 


«© nances of the Goſpel too; that he may abuſe them, 


« to aggravate his Condemnation, and die under ſeven- 
fold Guilt, and @ ſevenfold Curſe, 1 will not give 
& him the Grace to think of his Ways for one ſerious 
„ Moment more; but he ſhall go on from bad to worſe, 
« filling up the Meaſure of his Imquities, till Death and 
«« Deſtruction ſeize him in an unexpected Hour, and 
%% Wrath come upon him to the uttermoſt (e).“ | 
$. 8. You think this an uncommon Caſe; but, I 
fear, it is much otherwiſe. I fear there are few Con- 
gregations, where the Word of Gop has been faithfully 
e and where it has been long deſpiſed, eſpecially 
y thoſe whom it had once awakened, in which the 
Eye of Gop does not fee a Number of ſuch wretched 
Souls; tho” it is impoſſible ſor us to pronounce upon the 
Caſe, who they are. . 
$. 9. I PRETEND not to ſay, how He will deal avith 
you, Oh Reader; whether he will immediately cut you 
off, or ſeal you up under final Hardneſs and Impenitency 
of Heart; or whether His Grace may, at length, a- 
waken you, to conſider your Ways, and return to Him, 
even when your Heart is grown yet more obdurate than 


it is at preſent, For to his Almighty Grace nothing is | 
hard, not even to transform a Rock of Marble into a 


Man and a Saint. But this I will confidently ſay, That 
if you delay any longer, the Time will come, when you 
will Sitter) repent of that Delay; and either lament it 
before Gop in the Anguiſh of your Heart here, or curſe 
your own Folly and Madneſs in Hell; yea, when you 
will wiſh, that, dreadful as Hell is, you had rather fallen 

| inte 

(4) Heb, iii, 18. (e) 1 The, ij, 16, 
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Chap. 3. A Prayer againſt being tempted to delay. 29 


into it ſooner, than have lived in the Midſt of ſo many 


abuſed Mercies, to render the Degree of your Puniſh- 
ment more inſupportable, and your Senſe of it more ex- 
quiſitely tormenting. 


10. I po therefore earneſtly exhort you, in the 


Name of our Lord FJeſus Chrift, and by the Worth, and, 
if may ſo ſpeak, by the Blood of your immortal and 
/c11/:ing Soul, that you delay not a Day, or an Hour, 
longer. Far from giving Sleep to your Eyes, or Slumber 
to your Eyelids (f), in the continued Neglect of this im- 
portant Concern, fate with you even now Words, and 
urn unto the LORD (g); and before you quit the Place 
«here you now are, fall upon your Knees in his Sacred 
ireſence, and pour out your Heart in ſuch Language, 
or at leaſt to ſome ſuch Purpoſe, as this. 


A Prayer for one, evho is tempred ts delay applying to 
Religion, tho" under ſome Convidion of its Ianpor- 


FAUZHCCs 


H Thou Righteous and Holy Sovereign of Hea- 
« ven and Earth]! Thou G O D in who/e Hand 

„ my Breath is, and whoſe are all my Ways (h) I con- 
2, J have been far from glisr:f9ing T hee, or conduct- 
ung myſelf according to the Iatimations, or the De- 
© clarations of thy Will. I have therefore Reaſon to. 
«« adore thy Forbearance and Goodneſs, that Thou 
'+ lait not long fince ſtopped my Breath, and cut me of 
gen the Land of the Living. I adore Thy Patience, 
+ that I have not Months and Years ago, been an Inha- 
+ bitant of Hell; where Ten Thouſand delaying Sin- 
ners are now lamenting their Folly, and wall be la- 
mounting it for ever. But, O Gon, how poſhble is 
it, that this trifling Heart of mine may, at length, 
'* betray me into the ſame Ruin! and then, alas, into a 
© Ruin aggravated by all this Patience and Forbearance 
of Thine ! I am convinced, that ſooner or later Re- 
gion muſt be my ſerious Care, or Jam undone. And 
yet my fooliſh Heart draws back from the Yoke: 
Let I ftretch myſelf upon the Bed of Sloth, and cry 
out for a little more Sleep, a little more Slumber, a 
2 & litils 

0 Prov. vh 4. (8) Hol. Lv. 2. (h) Dag, v. 23. 
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little more folding of the Hands to ſleep (i). Thus does 
my corrupt Heart plead for its own Indulgence, a- 
gainſt the Conviction of my better Judgment. What 
mall I ſay? O Lok p, /ave me from myſelfl Save me 
from the Artifices and Deceitfulneſs of Sin: Save me 
from the Treachery of this perverfe and degenerate 
Nature of mine, and fix upon my Mind what I have 
now been reading ! 

% O Lob, I am not now inſtructed in Truths, 
which were before quite unknown. Often have [ 
been warned of the Uncertainty of Life, and of the 
greater Uncertainty of the Day of Salvation: And ! 
have formed ſome light Purpoſes, and have begun to 
take a few irreſolute Steps in my Way towards a Re- 
turn to Thee. But, alas, I have been only, as it 
were, futtering about Religion, and have never fixed 
upon it. All my Reſolutions have been ſcattered 
like Smoke, or diſperſed, like a cloudy Vapour be- 
fore the Wind, Oh that thou wouldſt now bring 


theſe Things home to my Heart, with a more power- 


ful Conviction than it hath ever yet felt! Oh that 
Thou wouldft purſue me with them, even when I flee 
from them; if I ſhould ever grow mad enough to en- 
deavour to eſcape them any more! May x Spirit 
addreſs me in the Language of effectual Terror; and 
add all the moſt powerful Methods, which Thou 
k noweſt to be neceſſary, to awaken me from this Le- 
thargy, which mult otherwiſe be mortal! May the 
Sound of theſe Things be in mine Ears, auhen 1 90 
out, and when I come in, when Ilie down, and when I 
riſe up (k) And if the Repoſe of the Night, and the 
Buſineſs of the Day be for a while interrupted'by the 
Impreſſion, be it ſo, O Goo ! if I may but thereby 
carry on my Buſineſs with Thee to better Purpoſe, 
and at length ſecure a Repoſe in Thee, inſtead of all 
that Terror which I now find, when I think upon 


6 O D, and am troubled (J). ä 


„O LorD, my Flip irembleth for Fear of Thee, 
and I am afraid of thy Tudgments (m). I am afraid, 
leſt even now, that I have begun to think of Religion, 

| „Thou 


) Prov. vi. 10. (xk) Deut, vi. 7. (l) Plal, lx vi. 3 


m) Plal, cxix, 130. 


Chap. 3. againſt his being tempted to Delay. 31 
Thou ſhouldſt cut me off in this critical and impor- 
«© tant Moment, before my Thoughts grow to any 
«« Ripeneſs ; and blaſt in eternal Death, the firſt Bud- 
dings and Openings of it in my Mind, But Oh /pere 
«© me, 1 earneſtly intreat Thee; for thy Mercies Sake, 
«© ſpare me a little longer! It may be, thro! Thy Grace, 
Shall return. It may be, if Thou continneſt Thy 
„Patience towards me a while longer, there may be 
„ ſome better Fruit produced by this Cumberer of the 
© Ground (n). And may the Remembrance of that long 
«© Forbearance, which thou haſt already exerciſed to- 
«« wards me, prevent my continuing to trifle with Thee, 
„and with my own Soul! From this Day, O Loan, 
from this Hour, from this Moment, may I be able to 
«« date more laſting Impreſſions of Religion, than have 
ever yet been made upon my Heart by all that J 
„ have ever read, or all that I have heard 1 Auen. 


(n) Luke nin. 758. 
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82 | The Sinner charged with Guilt, Chap. 4. 


CHAP. IV 


The Sinner arraigned and convicted. 


Conwiction of Guilt neceſſary. F. 1, A Charge of Rebellion 
again GOD advanced. &. 2. Where it is ſbeabn, 
(I.) That all Men are born under G O D's Law. F. 3. 
(2.) That no Man hath perfectly kept it. F. 4. An Ap 
peal to the Reader's Conſcience on this Head, that he hath 
not. F. 5. (3.) That to hade broken it, is an Evil 
inexpreſſibly great. F. ©. Illuſtrated by a more par bi- 
cular View of the Aggrawvations of this Guilt, ariſing, 
[1.] From Knowledge. F. 7. [z.] From Divine Fe- 
wours received, F. 8. [3.] From Conwvittions of Con- 
Science everborne. F. 9. [4] From the Sirivings of 
G O D's Spirit refified &. 10. [5.] From Vows and 
Re/elutions broken. F. 11. The Charge ſummed up, and 
left upon the Sinner's Conſcience. F. 12. The Sinners 
Confeffion under a general Convittion of Guilt, 


3. 1. 8 I am attempting to lead you to true Reli- 

gion, and not merely to ſome ſuperficial 
Form of it, I am ſenſible, I can do it no otherwiſe, than 
in the Way of deep Humiliation. And therefore, iup- 
"poſing you are perſuaded, thro” the Divine Bleſſing on 
what you have before read, to take it into Conſiderati- 
on, I would now endeavour, in the firſt Place, with all 
the Seriouſneſs I can, to make you heartily ſenſible of pour 
Guilt before Gon, For I well know, that unleſs you 
are convinced of this, and affected with the Conviction, 
all the Proviſions of Goſpel Grace will be ſlighted, and 
your Soul infallibly deſtroyed, in the Midſt of the nobleſt 
Means appointed for its Recovery. I am fully perſuac- 


ed that Thouſands live and die in a Courſe of Sin, with- 
| | out 
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Chap. 4. as having broken the Law of GOD. 33 


ont fecling upon their Hearts any Senſe that they are 
divers; though they cannot for Shame, but own it in 
v. ords. And therefore let me deal faithfully with you, 
tho' I may ſeem to deal roughly; for Complaiſance is 
not to give Law to Addreſſes, in which the Life of your 
Soul 1s concerned, 
$. 2. PERMIT me therefore, O Sinner, to conſider 
my Fora at this Time, as an Advocate of G O D; as one 

:mployed in his Name, to plead againſt thee, .and to 
charge thee with nothing leſs, than being a Rebel, and 
a Traitor, againſt the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and 
Barth. However thou mayeſt be dignified or diſtinguiſh» 
ed among Men; if the nobleſt Blood run in thy Veins ; 
if thy Seat were among Princes, and thine Arm were 
the Terror of the Mighty in the: Land of the Living (a); 
would be neceſſary, thou ſhouldſt be told, and told 
plainly, Thou haſt broken the Laws of the Kin g of Kings, 
and by the Breach. of it art become — to his 
righteous Condemnation, | 

6. 3. Your Conſcience. tells you, that you were born 
the natural Subject of Gop; born under the indiſpenfi- 
ble Obligations of his Law, For it is moſt apparent, 
that the Conſtitution of your Rational Nature, which 

makes you capable of receiving Law from Goo, binds 
you to obey.It. And it is equally evident and certain, 
that you have not exactly obeyed this Law ; nay, that 
you have violated it in many aggravated Inſtances. 

F. 4. WILL you dare to deny this? Will you dare to 
at-rt your Innocence? Remember it muſt be a compleat 
15 29cence : Yes, and a perfect Righteouſneſs too; or it 

in tand you in no ſtead, farther than to prove, that, 
tho? a condemned Sinner, you are not quite ſo criminal 
as Ong others, and will not have quite ſo hot a Place 

[7-1 as they. And when this is conſidered, will 
vou plead Not Guitty to the Charge? Search the Records : 
of vour own. Conſcience ; for Gon ſearcheth them: 
: it ſeriouſly, “ Have you never in your Lives finned 

'* againſt Goo!“ Soivmon declayzed, that in his Days, 
ere was net @ juſt Man upon Farih, who did Good, 
2.4 ined nat (b) And the Apoſtle Paul, that all had 
Jiuned, and come fhort vf te Grey of GOD (c); that 
both 


(2) Ezek, xxxii, 279, (b) Eccleſ, vii, 20. (e) Rom. iii, 23. 


34 The many Inſtances of his tranſgreſſing it. Chap. 4. 
both Fees and Gentiles, (which you know, compre- 
hended the whole Human Race, ) were all under Sin (d). 
And can you pretend any imaginable Reaſon, to believe 
the World is grown fo. much better ſince their Days, 
that any ſhould now plead their own Caſe as an Excep- 
tion? Or will you, 1 preſume to ariſe, in the 
Face of the Omniſcient Majeſty of Heaven, and ſay, / 
am the Man. 
$. 5. SUPPOSING, as before, you have been free from 
thofe groſs Acts of Immorality, which are ſo pernicious 
to Society, that they have generally been puniſhable 
by Human Laws; can you pretend, that you have not, 
in ſmaller Inſtances violated the Rules of Piety, of 
Temperance, and of Charity? Is there any one Perſon, 
who has intimately known you, that would not be able 
to teſtify, you had ſaid, or done ſomething amis ? Or if 
others could not convict you, would not your own Heart 
do it ? Does it not prove you guilty of Pride, of Paſſion, 
of Senſuality ; of an exceſſive Fondneſs for the World, 
and its Enjoyments ; of murmuring, or at leaſt of ſecret- 
ly repining, _ Gop, under the Strokes of his af. 
flicting Providence; of miſpending a great deal of your 
Time; of abufing the Gifts of Gop's Bounty, to vain, 
if not (in ſome Inſtances) to pernicious Purpoſes ; of 
mocking him, when you have pretended to engage in 
his Worſhip, drawing near to him with your Mouth and 
your Lips, while your Heart has been far from him (e)? 
Does not Conſcience condemn you of ſome one Breach 
of the Law at leaſt ? And by ene Breach of it you are 
in a Senſe, a Scriptural Senſe, become guilty of all (f); 
and are as incapable of being juſtified before Go» by 
any Obedience of your own, as if you had committed 
Ten Thouſand Offences. But, in Reality, there are 
Ten Thouſand, and more, chargeable to your Account, 
When you come to reflect on all your Sins of Negli- 
gence, as wel as on thoſe of Commiſſion ; on all the 
Inftances in which you have failed to do Good, when i! 
"was in the Power of your Hand to do it (g); on all the 
Inftances, in which Acts of Devotion have been omit- 
ted, eſpecially in Secret ; and on all thoſe Caſes in which 
| you 
(d) Rom. iii. 9, (e) Ifai, xxix. 13. (f) Jam, ü. 10. 
(g) Prov. id. 27. 


Chap. 4. The great Evil of offending GOD. 35 
you have ſhewn a ſtupid Diſregard to the Henour of 
Goo, and to the Temporal and Eternal Happineſs of 
your Fellow Creatures: When all theſe, I ſay, are re- 
viewed, the Number will ſwell beyond all Poſſibility of 
Account, and force you to cry out, Mine Iniquities are 
more than the Hairs of my Head (h). They will appear 
in ſuch a Light before you, that your awn Heart will 
charge you with countleſs Multitudes ; and how much 
more then that G O D, who is greater than your Heart, 
and knoweth all Things (i). , 

g. 6. Any ſay, Sinner, Is it, a little Thing, that you 
have preſumed to ſet light by the Authority of the Gon 
of Heaven, and to violate his Law, if it had been by 
mere Careleſſneſs and Inattention ? How much more hei- 
nous, therefore, is the Guilt, when in ſo many Inſtances 
you have done it knowingly, and wilfully ? Give me 
Leave ſericaſfly to afk you, and let me intreat you to aſk 
your own Soul, 4zain/f whem haſt thou magnifi:d thy- 
felf? Againſt whom haſt thou exalted thy Voice (k), or 
17 uþ thy rebellious Hand ? On whoſe Law, Oh Sin- 

r, haſt thou preſumed to trample? and whoſe Friend- 
ſhip, and whoſe Enmity haſt thou thereby dared. to af- 
front ? Is it a Man like thyſelf, that thou haſt inſulted ? 
i: it only a Temporal Monarch? Only one, who can 
til thy Body, and then hath no more that he can de (1) ? 
Nay, Sinner, thou would not have dared to treat a 
Temporal Prince, as thou haſt treated the King Eternal, 
T:umortal, and Invin/ible (m). No Price could have hired 
thee, to deal by the Majeſty of an Earthly Sovereign, 
as thoa haſt dealt by tha? G OD, before whom the Che- 
rbim and Seraphim are continually bowing, Not one 
oppoling or complaining, diſputing or murmuring Word 
is heard among all the Celeſtial Legions, when the In- 
tunations of his Will are publiſhed to them. And who 
art thu, Oh, wretched Man? who art thou, that thou 
mouldſt oppoſe Him? That thou thould oppoſe and pro- 
vokeaG OD of infinite Power and Terror, who, needs 
but exert one ſingle Act of his Sovereign Will, and thou 
art in a Moment ſtripped of every Poſſeſſion; cut off 
from every Hope; deſtroyed and rooted up from Exiſt- 

C4 ence, 

(h) Pſa). xl. 12. (i) 1 John iii. 20. (k) a Kings xix. 22. 

{), Luke xi. 4. (m) x. Tim, i. 17. 
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36 The heinous Aggravations of Sin, Chap. 4. 


ence, if that were his Pleaſure; or, what is inconceiva- 
bly worſe, conſigned over to the ſevereſt and moſt laſting 
Agonies? Vet, This is the Gop, whom thou haſt offend- 
ed; whom thou haft affronted to his Face, preſuming 
to violate his expreſs Laws in his very Preſence : Tbis 
is the God, before whom thou ſtandeſt as a convicted 
Criminal; convicted not of One or Two particular Of- 
fences, but of Thouſands and Ten Thouſands ; of # 
Conrſe and Series of Rebellions and Provocations, in 
which thou haſt perſiſteq, more or leſs, ever ſince thou 
waſt born; and the Particulars of Which have been at- 
tended, with almoſt every conceivable Circumſtance of 
Aggravation. Reflect on Particulars; and deny the 
Charge if you can. 5 | 

$. 7. Ir Knowledge be an Aperavation of Guilt, thy 
Guilt, O Sinner, is greatly aggravated ! For thou waſt 
born in EmanuePs Land, and Gop hath written to thee 


the great Things of his Law, yet thou' hoſt accounted 


them as a firange Thing (n). Thou haſt 4xoxwn to ds 
Geed, and haſt not done it (o); and therefore te thee the 
Omiſſion of it Las Leen Sin indeed. Ha thou not known ? 
Haft thou not heard (p)? Waſt thou not early taught the 
Will of Gop, in thine Infant Years? Haſt thou not 
fince received repeated Leſſons, by which it has been in- 
eulcated again and again, in public and in private, by 
preaching and reading the Word of Gon? Nay, hath 
not thy Duty been in ſome Inſtances, fo plain, that 


even without any Inſtruction at all, thine own Reaſon 


might eaſily have inferred it? Apd haſt thou not alſo 
been warned of the Conſequences of Diſobedience? Haſt 


thou not known the righteous Judgment of GOD, thai 
they awho commit ſuch Things are «worthy of Death (q) # 
Yet thou haſt, perhaps, net only done the ſame, but hast 
taken Pleaſure in thoje that do them; haſt choſen them 
for thy moſt intimate Friends and Companions; fo as 
thereby to frengthen by the Force of Example and Con- 
verie, the Hands of cach other in your Iniquities. | 
S. 8. Nay more, If Divine Lowe and Mercy be any 
Aegravation of the Sins committed againk it, thy 
Crimes, O Sinner, are heinouſly agoravated. Mutt 

| thou 
(u) Hof. viii. 12. (o) Jam. iv, 17. (v) 14), xl, 28. 
(g) Rom, b 32. | 


Chap. 4. as committed againſt Light and Mercy. 37 
thou not acknowledge it, O Holiſt Creature and unwiſe 


Haſt thou not been nouriſped and brought up by him as his 


Child, and yet haft rebclled againſt him (vr) Did not 
(Gon take you out of the Womb (s)? Did he not watch 
over you in your Infant Days, and guard you from a 
Multitude of Dangers, which the moſt careful Parent or 
Nurſe could not have obſerved, or warded off? Has he 
ot given you your Rational Powers? And is it not by 
Him you have been favour'd with every Opportunity of 


improving them? Has he not every Day ſupplied your 


Wants, with an unwearied Liberality; and added, with 
Reſpect to many who will read this, the Delicacies of 
Life to its neceſſary Supports? Has he not heard your 
Cry, when Treuble came upon you (t); and frequently ap- 
neared for your Deliverance, when in the Diſtreſſes of 
Nature you have called upon him for Help? Has he not 
reſcued you from Ruin, when it ſeemed juſt ready to 
allow you up; and heal your Diſeaſes, when it 
ſeemed to all about you, that ½ Refdue of your Days 
avas wut off in the Midf (u)! Or, if it had not been 


(0, is not this long continued and uninterrupted Health, 


Which you have enjoyed for ſo many Years, to be ac- 
knowledged as an equivalent Obligation? Look round 
upon all your Poſſeſſions, and ſay, What one Thing have 
you in the World, which his Goodneſs did not give you, 
and which it hath not thus far preſerved to you? Add to 
al! this, the kind Notices of his Will, which he hath ſent 
you; the tender Expoſtulations which he hath uſed with 
you, to bring you to a wiſer and better Temper; and 

be Diſcoveries and gracious Invitations of his Go/pel,, 
which you have heard, and which you have deſpiſed : 

And then ſayz whether your Rebellion has not been 


oy 


ag gravated by the vileſt Ingratitude, and whether that 
Aggravation can be accounted ſmall? . —_ 

9. 9. AGAIN, If it be any fegrawation of Sin to be: 
committed again/# Conjcience, thy Crimes, O Sinner, 
Nai 4 by | 3 
have been ſo aggravated, Conſult the Records of it; 
and then diſpute the Fact, if you can. There is a Spirit 
Jan, and ice Inspiration of the dlmighty giveth him 

:r landing (); and that Underſtanding will act, and 

| 5 a iecret 

() Lai. 1. 2. (s) Pſal. xx'i, . (t) Job xxvü. 9, 

Pal, Cli. 24. Iſal, XXZVIII. 10. (w) Job xxxu1. &. 
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38 The Sinner acts again/} his Conſcience, Chap. 4. 
a ſecret Conviction of being accountable to its Maker 
and Preſerver, is inſeparable from the Actings of it. It 
is eaſy to object to Human Remonſtrances, and to give 
'Things falſe Colourings before Men ; but the Heart of- 
ten condemns, while the Tongue excuſes. Have you 
not often found it ſo? Has not Conſcience remonſtrated 
againſt your paſt Conduct, and have not theſe Remon- 
ſtrances being very painful too? I have been aſſured by; a 
Gentleman of undoubted Credit, that when he was in 
the Purſuit of all the gayeſt Senſualities of Life, and was 
reckoned one of the happieſt of Mankind, he has ſeen a 
Dog come into the Room where he was among his merr 
Companions, and has groaned inwardly, and ſaid, O 
„that I had been /t Dog!” And haſt thou Sinner, 
felt nothing like this } Has thy Conſcience been ſo {upi- 
Fu, ſo ſeared avith a het Iron (x), that it has never cried 
out of any of the Violences which have been done it ? 
Has it never warned thee of the fatal Conſequences of 
what thou haſt done in Oppoſition to it? Theſe Warn- 
ings are, in Effect. the Voice f GOD; they are the Ad- 
monitions which he gave thee by his Vicegerent in thy 
Breaſt, And when his Sentence for thy Evil Works is exe- 
cuted upon thee in everlaſting Death, thou ſhalt hear 
that Voice ſpeaking to thee again, in a louder Tone, and 
a ſeverer Accent than before: And thou ſhalt be tor- 
mented with its Upbraidings through Eternity, becauſe 
thou wouldſt not, in Time, hearken to ats Admonition. 

$. 16. LET me add further, If it be any Aggrava- 
zton, that Sin has been committed after GO D has been 
mowing by bis Spirit on the Mind, ſurely your Sin has 
been attended with that Aggravation too. Under the 
Noſaic Diſpen/ation, dark and imperfect as it was, he 
Spirit ftrowe with the Jeaus; elſe Stephen could not have 
charged it upon them, that through all their Generations, 
they had alway: reſſted bim ()). Now ſurely we ar 
much more reaſonably apprehend, that he ſtrives wit 
Sinners under the Goſpel, And have you never experi- 
enced any Thing of this Kind, even when there has 
been no external Circumſtance to awaken you, nor any 
pious Teacher near you? Have you never perceived 


tome ſecret Impulſe upon your Mind, leading ron P 
| think 


| (x) 1 Tim. iv: 24 | (y) Ade vil. 52. 
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Chap. 4. and reſiſit the Strivings of the Spirit. 39 
think of Religion, urging you to an immediate Conſide- 
ration of it, ſweetly inviting you to make Trial of it, 
and warning you that you would lament this ſtupid 
Neglect? O Sinner, why were not theſe happy Motions 


attended to? Why did you not, as it were, ſpread out 


all the Sails of your Soul, to catch that heavenly, that 
favourable Breeze? But you have careleſsly neglected it: 
You have overborne theſe kind Influences: How reaſon- 
able then might he Sentence have gone forth in righteous 
Diſpleaſure, My Spirit ſpall no more ftrive (z). And in- 
deed, who can ſay, that it is not already gone forth ? If 
you feel no ſecret Agitation of Mind, no Remorſe, no 
Awakening, while you read ſuch a Remonſtrance as 
this, there will be Room, great Room to ſuſpect it. 

$. 11. THERE is indeed one Aograwation more, which 
may not attend your Guilt; I mean, that of being com- 
mitted againſt ſolemn Covenant Engagements: A Circum- 
lance,which has lain heavy on the Conſciences of many, 
who, perhaps in the main Series of their Lives, have 
ſerved Gop with great Integrity. Bot let me call you 
to think, To what is this owing? Is it not, that you 


2 4 PWT 4s > HOES 1; 


have never perſonally made any ſolemn Profeſſion of 


devoting yourſelf to Gop at al]? have never done any 
Thing, which has appeared to your own Apprehenſion. 
an Action by which you made a Covenant with Him; 
tho' you have heard io much of his Covenant, tho' you 
have been ſo ſolemnly and fo tenderly invited into it? 
And in this View, how monſtrous muſt this Circum- 
(tance appear, which at firſt was mentioned as ſome Al- 
leviation of Guilt? Yet I muſt add, that you are not 
perhaps altogether ſo free from Guilt on. this Head, as 
you may at firſt imagine. TI will not infiſt on the Cove- 
nant, which your Parents made in your Name, when. 
they devoted you to Gon in Bapri/m; tho? it is really a 
weighty Matter, and by calling yourſelf 2 Chriſtian you 
have profeſſed to own and avow what they then did. 
But I would remind you, of what may have been more 
perſonal and expreſs. Has your Heart been, even from 
your Youth, hardened to fo uncomman a Degree, that 
you have never cried to Gov. in any Seaſon of Danger 
and Difficulty ? And did you never mingle Fows with, 

C6 __ thoſe 

(2) Gen, vi. * | 
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40 He breaks his Pows, and ſo is inercuſable. Chap. 4. 
thoſe Cries ? Did you never promiſe, that if Go would 
hear and help you in that Hour of Extremity, you would 
forſake your Sins, and ſerve him as long as you lived? 
He heard and helped you, or you had not been reading 
theſe Lines ; and, by ſuch Deliverance, did as it were, 
bind down your Vows upon you; and therefore your 
Guilt in the Violation of them remains before Him, 
tho? you are ſtupid enough to forget them. Nothing is 
forgotten, nothing is overlooked by Him ; and the Day 
will come, when the Record ſhall be laid 4-fore yon too. 
F. 12. Ax D now, O Sinner, think ſeriouſly with thy- 
ſelf, «vbar Defence thou wilt make to all this! Prepare 
thine Apology ; call thy Witneſſes; make thine Appeal 
from Him whom thou haſt thus offended, to ſome ſu» 
perior Judge, if ſuch there be. Alas, thoſe Apologies 
are ſo weak and vain, that one of thy Fellow. Worms 
may eahly detect and confound them; as I will en» 
deavour preſently to ſhew thee. Zut thy foreboding 
Conſcience already knows the Iſſue. Thou art ccni. 
; convicted of the moſt aggravated Offences, Thon 
haſt not humbled thine Heart, but lified up thyſelf againſt ub 
LORD of Heawen (a); and thy Sentence hall come forth 
from his Prejence (b). Thou haſt wzolated his known 
Law ; thou haſt deſpi/ed and abujed his numberleſs Mer- 
cies; thou haſt afronted Conſcience, his Vicegerent in thy 
Soul; thou haft red and 'grieved tbe Spirit; thou batt 
irificd with him in all thy pretended Submiſions;-and 18 
one Word, and that his own, hou haſt done Ewil Things 
es thou couldeft (c). Thouſands are, no doubt, already 
in Hell, whoſe Guilt never equalled thine; and 'tis 
aſtoniſhing, that Gon has ſpared thee to read this Re- 
preſentation of the Cafe, or to make any Pauſe upon it. 
Oh waſte not fo precious a Moment, but enter, as 
attentively, and as humbly as thou canſt, into thoſe 
Reflections, which ſuit a Caſe ſo lamentable, and fe 
tcrrible as thine ! | 


(a) Dan, v, 22, 23, (b) Pſa), xvii. 2, () Jer, iu. 5. 


Chap. 4. The 'Confe Nen f a convinced Summer: 47% 


The CONFESSION of a 3 | corinced in general of 
his Guilt. | 


v. 


Gov! Thou injured Sowernign, Thow all 8 — 
© trating and almighty Judge] What ſhall I ſax | 
to his Charge? Shall I pretend, I am wronged by | 
it, and ſtand on the Defence in Thy Preſence ? I dare i 
not do it; for Thou knoweſt my Fooliſbneſt, and none of | 
* my Sras are hid from 7 hee (d). My Conſcience tells | 
me, that a Denial of my Crimes would only increaſe 
„them, and add new Fuel to the Fire of thy deſerved | 
« Wrath. VI juſtify myſelf, mine own Mouth will con- 
* dentin me; if 1 Jay, I am perfuct, it will alſo f re, me 
** perverſe (e). For innumerable Evils have compaſſid me 
about e Mine Iniquities hade taken bold upon me, jo that 
am not able to look up: They are, as I have been 
told in Thy Name, more than the Hairs of my Head; 
and therefore my Heart faileth me (f). I am more 
** guilty, than is poſhble for another to declare or re- 
„ preſent. My Hear: ſpeaks more than any other Ac 
„ cuſer; And thou, OL ORD, art much greater than 
my Heart, and knoawe/l all Things (g). 

© WaaT has my Life been but a Courſe of Rebellion | 

i againſt Thee? It is not this or that particular Ac- . j 
| 

| 


tion alone, I have to lament. Nothing has been 
right in its Principles, and Views, and Ends. My 
+ whole Soul has been di/erdered. All my Thoughts, ; 
my Affections, my Deſires, my Purſuits, have been | 
© wretchedly alienated from Thee. I have acted, as if 
{+ I had chated Thee, who art infinitely the lovelieſt of ö 
Hall Beings; as if] had been contriving, how-I might 
* tempt Thee to the uttermoſt, and wear out Thy Pa- | 
** tience, marvellous as it is. My Actions have been 
* Evil; my Words yet more evil than they; and, O 
'* Bleſſed Gop, my Heart, how much more corrupt. 
+ than either! What an inexhauſted Fountain of Sin has 
there been in it? 4 Fountain of Original Corruption, 
hich mingled its bitter Streams with the Days of 
. 3 Childhood ; and which, alas, flows on even to 
| * this 
(4) Pal. Ixix. 5, - (e) Job is, 30. (f) Pal. xl. 12» 
(2) 1 John iii. 320. | 
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42 The Confeſſion of a convinced Sinner. Chap. 4. 
« this Day, beyond what A#iens or Word: could ex- 
* preſs. I ſee this to have been the Cale, with Regard 
* to what I can particularly ſurvey. But Oh, how many 
«© Months, and Years, have I forgotten? concerning 
„ which I only know this, in the general, that they are 
„% much like thoſe I can remember; except it be, that 
<< I have been growing wor/e and worſe, and provoking 
„Thy Patience more and more, tho* every new Exer- 
© ciſe of it was more and more wenderful. | | 
* AND how am I aſtoniſhed, that Thy Forbearance 
& js ſtill continued! It is, becau/e Thou art GOD, and 
% not Man (h). Had I, a finful Worm been thus in- 
« jured, I could not have endured it. Had I been a 
© Prince, I had long ſince done Juſtice on any Rebel, 
«© whoſe Crimes had borne but a diſtant Reſemblance to 
% mine. Had I been a Parent, I had long fince caſt 
off the ungrateful Child, who had made me ſuch a 
« Return as I have all my Life long been making to 
«© Thee, O Thou Father of my Spirit The Flame of 
« natural Affection would have been extinguiſhed; and 
4 his Sight, and his very Name, would have become 
* hateful to me. Why then, O LORD, am I not 
„ caft out from thy Preſence (i)? Why am I not ſealed 
„ up under an irreverſible Sentence of Deſtruction! That 
«« live, I awe to Thine Indulgence. But Oh, if there 
« be yet any Way of Deliverance, if there be yet any 
Hope for fo guilty a Creature, may it be opened upon 
„ me by Thy Goſpel and Thy Grace! And if any 
„ farther Alarm, Humiliation, and Terror, be neceſſary 
« to my Security and Salvation, may I meet them, and 
„ bear them all! Meund mine Heart, O Lord, ſo that 
«« Thou wilt but afterwards heal it; and breath it in 
« Pieces, if Thou wilt but at-length condeſcend to bind 
« it up (k) „ | 


tn) Hof, B. 3. i) Jer. Iii. 2. (K) Hol. vi. 1. 
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HAF. V. 
The Sinner ſtripped of his yain Pleas. 


The Vanity ef thoſe Pleas, which Sinners may ſecretly con- 
fe in ſo apparent, that they will be aſhamed at laſt ts 
mention them before GOD. F. 1, 2. Such as, (1.) That 
they deſcended from pious Parents. F. 3. (2) That they 
had attended to the ſpeculative Part of Religion. $. 4 
(3.) That they had entertained found Notions. F. 5. (4.) 
That they had expreſſed a zealous Regard to Religion, and 
attended the outward Forms of Worſhip with thoſe they 
apprehended the pureft Churches. $. 6, 7. (5.) That 
they had been free from groſs Immoralitiet. $. 8. (6.) 
That they did not think the Conſequence of neglecting Re- 
ligion would hade been ſo fatal. F. 9. (7.) That they 
could not do otherwiſe than they did. F. 10. Concluſion. 
$. 11. With the Meditation of a convinced Sinner, 
giving up his vain Pleas before G OD. 


5. 1. Y laſt Diſcourſe left the Sinner in a very 
alarming, and a very pitiable Circumſtance, 
a Criminal convicted at the Bar of Gop, diſarmed of all 
Pretences to perfect Innocence and ſinleſs Obedience, and 
conſequently obnoxious to the Sentence of a Holy Law, 
which can make no Allowance for any Tranſgreſſion, no, 
not for the leaſt; but pronounces Death, and a Curſe, 
gainſt every Act of Diſobedience: How much more 
then againſt thoſe numberleſs and aggravated Acts of 
Rebellion, of which, O Sinner, thy Conſcience hath con- 
demned thee before Gop ? I would hope, ſome of my 
Readers will ingenuouſly fall under the Conviction, an 
not think of making any Apology : For ſure I am, that 
humbly to plead Guilty at the Divine Bar, is the moſt de- 
cent, and, all Things conſidered, the moſt prudent Thing 
that can be done in ſuch an unhappy Circumſtance. Vet 
know the Treachery, and the Selt-flattery, of a finful 
and corrupted Heart, I know what Excu/es it makes, 


and how, when it is driven from one Refuge, it flies to 
another, 
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44 The Plea Fa Deſcent from pious Parents, Chap. 5. 
another, to fortify itſelf againſt Conviction, and to 
perſuade, not merely another, but itſelf, That if it 
has been in ſome Inſtances to blame, it is not quite 
« ſo criminal as wes repreſented : That there are at leaſt 
&« Confiderations that plead in its Fayour, which, if they 
cannot juſtify, will in ſome Degree excuſe.” A ſecret 
Rejerve of this Kind, ſometimes perhaps ſcarce formed 
into a diſtinct Reflection, breaks the Force of Conviction, 
and often prevents that deep Humiliation before Gop, 
which is the happieſt Token of approaching Deliver- 
ance. I will therefore examine into ſome of theſe Par- 
ticulars; and for that Purpoſe would ſerioully afk thee, 
O Sinner, What thou haſt to offer i Arre/ft of Tudp- 
ment, What Plea thou canſt urge for thy Self, why tbe 
Sextence of A Q D ſhould not go forth againſt thee, and why 
thou ſhouldit not fall into the Hands of his Juſtice ? 

$. 2. Bur this I muſt premiſe, that the Queſtion is 
not, How thou wouldſt anſwer to me, a weak finful 
Worm like thyſelf, who am ſhortly to ſtand with thee at. 
the ſame Bar: (The LO RD grant, tat I may find Mercy 
ef the LORD. in that Day (a) {) But, whar wilt thou 
reply to thy Judge? What couldſt thou plead, if thou 
wait now actually before his Tribunal; where, to multi- 
piy vain Words, and to frame idle Apologies would-bg 
hut to increaſe thy Guilt and Provocation ? Suzely the 
very Thought of His Preſence muſt ſuperſede a "Thouſand 
of thoſe trifling Excuſes, which now ſometimes impoſe 
on a Generaticn that are pure in their avon Eyes, tho” they. 
are not waſhed from their Filthineſs (b): Or while they 
are conſcious of their own Impurines, traſt in Word: 
that cannot profit (c), and lean upon broken Reeds (d). 

$. 3. You will not, to be ture, in ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance plead, „that you are -de/cended from picus Pa- 
& rents.” That was indeed your Privilege; and Woe be 
to you, that you have abuſed it, and forſaken the GOD 
of yeur Fathers (e). Ifemael was immediately deſcended 
from Abratan, the Friend of GOD; and Efau was the 
Son of //zac, who was born according to the Promile : 
Yet you know they were both cut off from the Blefling, 
to which they apprehended they had a Kind of heredutery. 

Claim. 

(e) 2 Tim. i. 19. (b) Prov. xxx. 12. (e) Jer, vu. 8. 

(b) Ilal. XXX vi. 6, (e) 2 Chron, vii, 22. 


Ch. 5. of of an orthedos Judgment, will not awail. 43 
Claim. You may remember that nr LORD does not 
only ſpeak of ove who could call Abraham Father, who 
was tormented in Flames (f); but exprefsly declares, that 
many of the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be ſbut out fit; 
and when others come from the moft diſtant Parts 70 fl 
417 in it, {hall be diſtinguiſhed from their Companions 
in Miſery, only by louder Accents of Lamentation, and 
more furious gnaſhing of the'Teeth (g). 4 
$. 4. Nox will you then preſume to plead, “that you 
„ had exerciſed” your Thoughts about the cui 
Part of Religion! Fer to what End can this ſerve, 
dut to increaſe your Condemnation! Since you have 
broken God's Law, fince you have contradicted the 
moſt obvious and apparent Obligations of Religion, to 
have enquired into it, and argued upon it, is a Circum-" 
{tance that proves gour Guilt more audacious. What? 
did you think Religion was merely an Exerciſe of Man's 
Wit, and the Amuſement of their Curiofity? If you. 
argued about it, on the Principles of common Senſe, 
you muſt have judged and proved it to be a practicał 
Thing: And if it was fo, why did not you practiſe ac: 
cordingly? You kvew the particular Branches of it 2: 
And ok then did you not attend to every one of them? 
Lo have pleaded an unavoidable Ignorance, would have 
been the happieſt Plea that could have remained for 
you: Nay, an actual, tho? faulty Ignorance, would have 
been ſome little Allay of your Guilt, But if, by your 
own Confeſſion, you have 4nowr your Mafter's Will, and 
have not done it, you bear Witneſs againſt yourſelf, that 
you deſerve to be beaten with many Stripes (h]. | 
$. 5. Nor yet again will it ſuffice to ſay, that 
you have had right Notions, both of the Doctrines, 
and the Precepts of Religion.“ Your Advantage tor: 
practiſing it was therefore the greater: But underſtand- 
ing, and acting right, can never go for the ſame Thing, 
in the Judgment of Cop, or of Man. In Selie vin 
bee is one G OD, you have done well; but the Devils 
e believe, and tremble (i). In acknowledging Chrift 
2 be the Sen of GO D, and the Hely One, you have done 
oo; but you know the unclean Spirits made this 
vert 
(„) Luke xvi. 24. (6) Mat. viii. 11, 12. (h) Luke xii, 47. 
{') Jam. ii. 19. | : 
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46 N is in vain, to plead a Zeal for Forms, Chap. 5, 
very orthodex Confeſſion (k), and yet they are gere 
in everlaſting Chains, under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment 
of the great Day (1). And will you place any ſecret 
Confidence in bat, which might be pleaded by the In- 
fernal Spirits, as well as by you? | 

$. 6. Bur perhaps you may think of pleading 
** that you have actually done /omething in Religion. 
| Having judged what Faith was the ſoundeſt, and what 
Worſhip the pureſt, You entered yourſelf into thoſe 
Societies, where ſuch Articles of Faith were profeſſed, 
and ſuch Forms of Worſhip were practiſed; and a- 
* mong thoſe you have ſignalized yourſelves, by the 
„ Exactneſs of your Attendance, by the Zea! with 
* which you have eſpouſed their Cauſe, and by the 
Earneſtneſs with which you have contended for fuck. 
« Principles and Practices.” — 0 Signer, I much fear 
that this Zeal of thine, about the Circumſtantials of 
Religion will ſwell thine Account, rather than be al- 
lowed in Abatement of it. He that ſearches thine. 
Heart, knows from whence it aroſe, and how far it ex- 
tended. Perhaps, He ſees that it was all Hypocri/y ; 
an artful Veil, under which thou waſt carrying on thy 
mean Deſigns for this World; while the Sacred Names 
of Gob and Religion were profaned and proſtituted in 
the baſeſt Manner: And if fo, thou art curſed with a 
diſtinguiſhed Curſe, for ſo daring an Inſult on the Di- 
vine Omniſcience, as well as Juſtice, Or perhaps 1% 
Earneftneſs, with which you have been contending for the 
Faith and Worſhip, which was once delivered to the Saints 
(m), or which *tis poſſible you may have raſhly con- 
cluded to be that, might be mere Pride and Bitterneſs 
of Spirit: And all the Zeal you have expreſſed might 
poſſibly ariſe from a Confidence of your own Judgment, 
from an Impatience of Contradiction, er ſome ſecret 
Malignity of Spirit which delighted itſelf in condemn- 
ing, and even in worrying others; yea, which (if I may 
be allowed the Expreſſion,) fiercely preyed upon Reli- 

ion, as the Tyger upon the Lamb, to turn it into a 
Nature moſt contrary to its own. And ſhall this ſcreen 
you before the Great Tribunal? Shall it not rather 
awaken the Diſpleaſure, it 1s pleaded to avert? 
F. 7. Bur 


(K) Luke iv. 34, 41. (1) Jude wer. 6, (m) Jude wer. 3+ 


Chap. 5. or to urge the Works you have done. 47 


$. 7. Bur fay, that this Zeal for Notions and Forms 
has been ever ſo well intenaed, and ſo far as it has gone, 
ever ſo well conducted too; what will that avail towards 
vindicating thee in ſo many Inftances of Negligence and 
Diſobedience, as are recorded againſt thee in rhe Book of 
G O D's Remembrance ? Were the Revealed Doctrines of 
the Goſpel to be earneſtly maintained, (as indeed th 
ought;) and was the great practical Purpoſe for which 
they were revealed to be forgot? Was the very Mint 
and Anni/e, and Cummin to be tithed, and were the weigh 
tier Matters of the Laco to be omitted (n); even that Leue 
% GOD, which is its i and great Command (0) ? Oh 
how wilt thou be able to windicate even the juſteſt Sen- 
tence thou haſt paſſed on others for their Infidelity, or for 
their Di/obedience, without being condemned out of thine 
ozwn Mouth (p)! 1 

$. 8. W1LL you then plead ** your fair moral! Cha- 
« racer, your Works of Righteouſneſs and of Mercy?“ 
Had your Obedience to the Law of Gop been complies, 
the Plea might be allowed, as important and valid. But 
I have ſuppoſed and proved above, that Cox/cience teſti- 
es to the contrary; and you will not now dare to contra- 
dict it. I add farther, Had theſe Works of yours, which 
you now urge, proceeded from a ſincere Love to Gop, 
and a genuine Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, you would 
not have thought of pleading them, any otherwiſe than 
as an Evidence of your Intereft in the Goſpel Covenant, 
and in the Bleſſings of it, procured by rh Righteoulme/s 
and Blood of the Redeemer: And that Faith, had it 
been fincere, would have been attended with ſuch deep 
Humility, and with ſuch folemn Apprehenſions of the 
Divine Holineſs and Glory, that inſtead of pleading any 
Works of your own before Gov, you would rather have 
implored his Pardon, for the Mixture of finful Imper- 
tection attending the very beſt of them. Now, as you 
arc a Stranger to this humbling and ſanctifying Princi- 
ple, (which here, in this Addreſs, I ſuppoſe my Reader 
to be,) it is abſolutely neceſſary you ſhould be plainly 
and faithfully told, that neither Sobriety, nor Hone/ty, 
nor Humanity, will juſtify you before the Tribunal of 
Gon, when he /ays Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſneſs 

10 
{a) Mat, Xxiii. 23. (o) Mat, xxii. 38. (d) Luke zin. 22+ 


48 Freedom from grofs Immoralities, Chap. F. 
70 the Plummet (q), and examines all your Actions, and 
all your Thoughts, with the ſtricteſt Severity. You 
have net been a Drunkard, an Adulterer, or a Robber. 
So far it is well, You ſtand before a righteous Gon, 
who will do you ample Juſtice; and therefore will nor 
condemn you for Prunkenneſs, Adultery, or Robbery. 
But you have forgotten bim, your Parent and your Be- 
nefactor; you have caft off Fear, and reſtrained Prayer 
before him (x) ; you have deſpiſed the Blood of his Son, 
and all the immortal Bleſings that he purchaſed with 
it. For this therefore are you judged, and condemn». 
ed. And as for any Thing that has looked like Vir- 
tue and Humanity in your Temper and Conduct, the 
Exerciſe of it has in a great Meaſure been its own Re- 
ward, if there were auy Thing more than Form and 
Artifice in it; and the various Bountics of Divine Pro- 
vidence to you amidſt all the numberleſe Provocations, 
have been a thouſand Times more than an Equivalent 
for ſuch defective and imperfe& Virtues as thele, Vou 
remain therefore chargeable with the Guilt of a 
Thouſand Offences, for which you have ne Excuſe ; 
tho? there are ſome other Inſtances, in which you did 
not groſsly offend. And thoſe good Works, in which 
you have been ſo ready to truſt, will no more vindicate 
you in his awful Preſence, than a Man's Kindneſs to his 
poor Neighbours would be allowed as a Plea in 4rref 
of Judgment, when he ſtood convicted of High Treaſon 
againſt his Prince. e 
$. 9. Bur you will, perhaps, be ready to ſay, © You 
© did not expect all this: You did not thiak the Conſe- 
% quences of neglecting Religion would have been % 
« fatal.” And why did you tt think it? Why did you 
not examines more attentively, and more impartially ? 
Why did you ſuffer the Pride and Folly of your vain 
Heart, to take up with ſuch ſuperficial Appearances, and 
truſt 7he lig hi Srugpeftions of YOUr OWN prejudiced Mind 
againſt the expreis Declaration of the Ward of GOD? 
Had you reflected on his Character, as the Supreme Ga- 
vernor of the World, you would have ſeen the Neceſſity 
of ſuch a Day of Ketribution, as we are now referring 
to. Had you regarded the Scripture, the Divine Autho-, 
| | rity 
(q) Iſai. xxviii. 12. (r) Job xv. 4. 


Chap. 5. or Want of Thought, will be no Plea. * 49 
rity of which you profeſſed to believe, every Page might 
have taught you to expect it. You did not think of 
Religion:“ And of what were you thinking, when 
you forgot, or neglected it? Had you too much ; Pos 
ment of another Kind ? Of what Kind, I beſeech . 
What End could you propoſe by any thing elſe, of 
equal Moment? Nay, with ail your Engagements, Con- 
ſclence will tell you, that there have been Seaſons, when 
for want of Thought, Time and Life have been a Bur- 
then to you: Yet you guarded againſt Thought as an Ene- 
my, and caſt up (as it were) an Intrenchment of lncon- 
ſide ration around you on every Side, as if it had been 
to defend you from the moſt dangerous Invaſion. Gop 
knew you were thoughtle/s; and therefore he ſent you 
Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept (s), in ſuch plain 
Language, that it needed no Genius or Study to under- 
ſtand it. He tried you too with Afflictions, as well as 
with Mercies, to awaken you out of your fatal Lethargy: 
And yet, when awakened, you would lie down again 
upon the Bed of Sloth. And now, pleaſing as your 
Preams might be, you mit lie doaun in Sorrow (t). Re- 
flection has at laſt overtaken you, and muſt be heard as 

a Tormentor, ſince it might not be heard as a Friend. 

F. 10. Bur ſome may perhaps imagine, that ore im- 
portant Apology 15 yet unheard, and that there may be 
Room to ſay, You were by the Neceſſity of your Na- 
ure, impelled to thoſe Things, which are now charg- 
ed upon you as Crimes; whereas , was not in your 
«© Porxver to have avoided them, in the Circumſtances in 
** which you are placed.” If this will 4% any Things. 
it indeed promiſes 1e do much; ſo much, that it will a- 
mount to nothing. If I were diſpoſed to anſwer you 
upon the Folly and Madneſs of your 9wn Principles, i 
might ſay, that the /ame Confideration, which proves it 
Was necęſſary for you to offend, proves alſo that it is ne- 
ceary for Gop to puniſh you; and that indeed, He can- 
not but do it: And might farther ſay, with an excelionc 
Writer of our own Age“, That the ſame Principles 
„ which deſtroy the Iajafbice of Sins, deſtroy the In- 
juſtice of Puniſbment too. But if you cannot admit 

| this, 
(s) Ifaj. xxviii..10, (t) Iſai. J. 17. 
* Bp. of Briftol's Ana/ogy, & cc. Page 135, Octavo Edit, 
+ 


4 
c 
| 
. 
[+ 
UT 
0 


50 In vain to ſay you could not do atherwiſe. Chap. s, 


this, if you ſhould ill reply in ſpite of Principle, that it 
muſt be amuſt to puniſſb you for an Action utterly and ab- 
ſolutely unavoidable; I really think, you would anſwer 


right. But in that Anſwer you will contradict your own 


Scheme, (as I obſerved above;) and I leave your Con- 
ſcience to judge, what /ort of a Scheme that muſt be, 
which would make all kind of Puniſpment unjuft : For 
the Argument will on the whole be the ſame, whether 


with Regard to Human Puniſhment or Divine. Tis a 


Scheme full of Confuſion and Horror. You would not 
Jam ſure, take it from a Servant, who had robbed you, 
and chen fired your Houſe: You would never inwardly 
believe, that he could not have helped it; or think, that 
he had fairly excuſed himſelf by ſuch a Plea, And 1 
am perſuaded, you would be ſo far from preſuming to 


offer it to God at the great Day, that you would not 


venture to turn it into a Prayer even now. Imagine, 
that you ſaw a MalefaQor dying, with ſuch Words as 
theſe in his Mouth: „O Gov, it is true, I did indeed 
« rob and murder my Fellow Creatures; but Thou 
% knoweſt, that, as my Circumſtances were ordered, I 


could not do otherwiſe: My Will was irreſiſtibly de- 


« termined by the Motives which Thou didſ ſet before 
* me; and I could as well have ſhaken the Foundations 
© of the Earth, or darkened the Sun in the Firmament, 
1 as have reſiſted the Impulſe which bore me on.” I 
put it to your Conſcience, whether you would not look on 
ſuch a Speech as this with Deteſtation, as one Enormity 
added to another. Yet if the Excuſe would have any 
Weight in your Mouth, it would have equal Weight in 
his; or would be equally applicable to any the moit 
ſhocking Occaſion. But indeed it is ſo contrary to the 


- plaineſt Principles of common Reaſon, that I can hardly 


perſuade myſelf, any one could ſeriouſly and thoroughly 
believe it; and ſhould imagine my Time very ill em- 
ployed here, if I were to ſet myſelf to combat thoſe Pre- 
tences to Argument, by which the Wantonneſs of Hu- 
man Wit, has attempted. to varniſh it over. | 

$. 11. You ſee then, on the whole, the Vanity of ali 
your Pleas, and bow eaſily the moſt pany of them 
might be filenced, by a mortal Man, Iike yourſelf ; How 


much more then by Him, who /earches all Hearts, and 
can, 


Chap. 5. The Meditation of one giving up his Pleas. 51 


can, in a Moment, flaſh in upon the Conſcience a moft 
powerful and irrefiſtible Conviction ? What then can you 
do, while you and convicted in the Preſence of Gop ? 
What ſhould you do, but hold your Peace under an in- 
ward Senſe of your inexcuſable Guilt, and prepare your- 
ſelf to hear the Sentenee which his Law pronounces a- 
gainſt you ? You muſt ſeel the Execution of it, if the 
(Goſpel does not at length deliver you; and you muft 
feel ſomething of the Terror of it, before you can be 
excited to ſeek to that Goſpel for Deliverance. | 


The MEDITATION of a Convinced Sinner, giving up 


his vain Pleas before G O0 D. 


18 EPLORABLE Condition, to which I am 
indeed reduced! I have /inned; and what ſhall 
«© [ jay unto Thee, O thou Preſerver of Men (u)? What 
„„ ſhall J dare to /ay ? Fool that I was, to amuſe myſelf 
with ſuch trifling Excuſes as theſe, and to imagine, 
they could have any Weight in Thy tremendous Pre- 
«« ſerce; or that I ſhould be able ſo much as to men- 
tion them there! I cannot preſume to do it. I am 
«« ſilent and confounded, My Hopes, alas, are ſlain : 
and my Soul itſelf is ready to die too; ſo far as an 
Immortal Soul can die: And I am almoſt ready to 
'* ſay, O that it could die entirely! J am indeed a Cri- 
** minal in the Hand of Juſtice, quite diſarmed, and 
*« {tripped of the Weapons in which I truſted. Diſſimu- 
lation can only add Provocation to Provocation. I 
'« will therefore plainly and freely own it. I have acted, 
as if I zbought Gon was altogether ſuch a one as my/elf : 
«© But He hath ſaid, I will reprowe thee; I will /et thy 
Sins in Order before thine Eyes (x), will marſhal them 
in Battle Array. And Oh, what a terrible Kind of 
i* Hoſt do they appear? and how do they ſurround me 
beyond all Poſſibility of an Eſcape ! Oh my Soul, they 
have, as it were, taken thee Priſoner ; and they are 
bearing thee away to the Divine Tribunal. 

Ingo muſt appear before it! Thou muſt ſee the aw- 
ful Eternal Judge, who tries the very Reins (y); and 
** who needs no other Evidence, for He has Himel been 

« Witneſs 
(u) Job vil. 20. (x) Pal. I. * (y) Jer. xvii. 10. 


EYE” on 
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(2) Jer. xxix. 23. 
(e) Heb. iv. 12. 
Heb x. 31. 


rr re ng 


A. 
* 


Mitneſs (2) to all thy Rebellion. Thou muſt ſeg 
Him, O my Soul, fitting in Judgment upon thee: 
And when He is Vridt to mark Iniquity (a), how wilt 
thou anſwer him for one of a Thoujand (b) And if 
thou canſt not anſwer Him, in what Language will 
He /peak to thee! Lord, as Things at preſent ſtand, I 
can expect no other Language than that of Condem- 
nation. And what a Concemnation it is! Let me re- 
fle t upon it! Let me read my Sentence before I hear 


it finally aad irreverfibly paſſed ! I know, He has re- 


corded in His Word ; and I know, in the genera], 
that the Repreſentation is made with a gracious De- 


fign. I know, that He would have us alarmed, that 


we may not be deſtroyed. Speak to me, therefore, O 
God, while Thou ſpeakeſt not for the laſt Time, and 
in Circumſtances when Thou wilt hear me no more. 
Speak in the Language of effectual Terror, ſo that it 
be not to ſpeak me into final Deſpair. And let 7/y 
Mord, however painful in its Operation, be gurct ard 
powerful, and ſbarper thun any two-edged Sword (c). 
Let me not veinly flatter myſelf: Let me not be left 
a wretched Prey to thoſe who would probe /mooih 
7 hings to me (d), till I am ſealed up under Wrath, 
and feel thy Juſtice piercing my Soul, and the Pei/on 
of Thine Arrows drinking up all my Spirits (e). 

„ Berorer I enter upon 7he particular View, I know 
in the general, that tf zs a terrible Thing to fall into the 


Hands of the living GOD (f). O Thou living Gov, 


in one Senſe I am already fallen into T hine Hands. | 
am become obnoxious to thy Diſpleaſure, juſtly ob- 
noxious to it; and whatever Thy Sentence may be 


when it comes forth frem thy Preſence (g), I muſt con- 


demn myſelf, and juftify Thee. Thou canſt not treat 
me with more Severity, than mine Iniguities hade de- 
f/erved : And how bitter ſoever that Cup of Trembling 
may be (h), which Thou ſhalt appoint for me, | 
give Judgment againſt myſelf, that I deſerve 4 wwring 
out the very Dregs of it (i).“ 

(a)] Pſal, cxxx, 3. 
(d) Ifai. xxx. 10, 


(s) Pal, xvli. 2, 


(b) Job ix. 3. 
(e) Job vi 4+ 
(h) 1 al. It, 17. 


(i) Pſal, IXxv. 8, 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Sinner Sentenced. | 

% Sinner called upon to hear his Sentence. F. 1, 2. 3 
GO D's Law does now in general pronounce a Curſe 11 
F. 3. It pronounces Death, F. 4. And being turned _ 1 
into Hell. F. 5. The Tudgment-Day hail come. F. 6. I 
The Solemnity of that grand Proceſs deſcribed, according Mi 
to Scriptaral Repreſentations of it. F. 7, 8. With a 1 
particular 3 of the Sentence, Depart Accurſed, Wl | 
Kc. F. 9. The Execution will certainly and immediately 
follow. d. 10. The Sinner warned lo prepare for en- 
during it. F. 11. The Reflection of a Sinner ftruck with 
the Terror of this Sentence, 05 | 


$. i FJE AR, O Sinner, and I will ſpeak (a) yet once 
more, as in the Name of God, of G0, thine 
A\mighty Judge ; who, if thou doſt not attend to his 
Servants, will ere long ſpeak unto thee in a more im- 
mediate Manner, with an Energy and Terror whick 
thou ſhalt not be able to reſiſt. : 5 
5. 2. Thou haſt been convided, as in his Preſence. 
ny Pleas have been over-rulea; or rather, they have 
been filenced. It appears before Gop, it appears to 
thine own Conſcience, that thou haſt nothing more to 
ofter 2 Arreſt of Fudement ; therefore hear thy Sentence, 
and ſummon up, if thou canſt, all the Powers of thy 
Sou] to bear the Execution of it. I is indeed a wer 
ral! Thing ta be judged of Man's Judgment ; but he that 
now judgerth theey is the Lord (b). Hear therefore, and 
tremble, while I tell thee, how be will /prak to thee; 
or rather, while I ſhew thee, from exprels Scripture, 
how he doch ehen now ſpeak, and what is the aut! entic 
and recorded Sentence F his Nord; even of js Word, 
| who 


7 


| (2) Job Xii, FL (e) 1 Cre, iv. Tz 4. 


„ 8 The Law pronounces a Curſe. : Chap. 6. 
who hath ſaid, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away; but 


ao! one 7 ittle of my Word ſhall ever paſs away (c). 


§. 3 Tur Law of Gop ſpeaks; not to thee alone, O 


Sinner, not to thee by any particular Addreſs; but in a 


moſt univerſal Language, it ſpeaks to all Tranſgreſſors, 
and levels its Terrors againſt all Offences ; great or ſmall, 
without any Exception. And this is its Language: Cur/- 
ed is every one, that continueth not in all Things which are 
evritten in the Bock of the Law to do them (d). This is its 
Voice to the whole World; and this it ſpeaks to thee. 
Its awful Contents are thy perſonal Concern, O Reader ; 
and thy Conſcience knows it. Far from continuing in all 
T hings that are written therein to do them, thou canſt not 
but be ſenſible, that innumerable Evil. have encompaſſed 
thee about (e). It is then manifeſt, Thou art the Mar, 
whom it condemns ;- thou art even now cur/ed with a 
Cunſe, as Gop emphatically ſpeaks (f); with he Cur/e 
of the Moſt High Goo : Yea, all the Curſes which are 
=vritien in the Book of the Law, are pointed again thee 
(g). Gop may righteouſly execute any of them upon 
thee in a Moment; and tho? thou at preſent feeleſt none 
of them, yet, if infinite Mercy doth not prevent, it is 
but a little while, and they will come into thy Boavels lile 
Water, till thou art burſt aſunder with them, and ſhall 
penetrate ie Oil into thy Bones (h). ps 
F. 4. Thus faith the Lord, The Soul that finneth, it 

all die (i). But thou % fnned, and therefore thou art 
under a Sentence of Death. And, O unhappy Creature, 
of what a Death! What will the End of theſe Things 
? That the Agonies of diffolving Nature ſhall ſeize 
thee; that thy Soul ſhall be torn away from thy lan- 
guiſhing Body, and thou return to the Duft from whence 
thou waſi taken (k) This is indeed one awful Effect of 
Sin, In theſe affecting Characters has Gop, through 
all Nations and all Ages of Men, written the awful Re- 
giſter and Memorial of his holy Abhorrence of it, and 


_ righteous Diſpleaſure againſt it. But alas, all this 


ſolemn Pomp and Horror of dying is but the Opening 
of the dreadful Scene. It is but a rough Kind of Stroke, 


| by 
(e) Matt. v, 18. (d) Gal. iii. 10. (e) Pal. l. 72, 
(f) Mal, iii. 9. (s) Deut. xxix, 20, (h) Pfal, cix, 18, 


(i) Ezck, xviii, 4. [k) Pfal, civ, 29. 


Chap. 6 75e Fudgment- Day will come. 55 
by which the Fetters are knocked off, when the Crimi- 
nal 1s led out to Torture and Execution. | 
F. 5. Tus faith the Lord, The Withed ſhall be turu- 
d into Hell, even all th? Nations that forget G OD (0). 
Tho? there be whole Nations of them, their Multitudes 
and their Power ſhall be no Defence to them. They 
ſhall be driwen into Hell together; into that flaming Pri- 
n, which Divine Vengeance hath prepared; inte Jo- 
het, which is ordained of old, even for Royal Sinners as 
well as for others, ſo little can any Human Diſtinction 
protect! He hath made it deep and large; the Pile there- 
of is Fire and much Wood ; the Breath of the Lord, like 
a Stream of Brim/tone, ſhall kindle it (m); and the flam- 
ing Torrent ſhall flow in upon it ſo faſt, that it ſhall be 


turned into a Sea liquid Fire; or, as the Scripture al- 


ſo expreſſes it, a Late burning with Fire and Brimſtone 


for ever and ever (n). This is the Second Death; and 
be Death, to which thou, O Sinner, by the Word of 
(30D art doomed. 

F. 6. And ſhall his Sentence ſtand upon Record 12 
gain? Shall the Law ſpeak it, and the Gofpel ſpeak it? 
And ſhall it never be pronounced more audibly ? and 
will Gop never require and execute the Puniſhment ? 
He will, O Sinner, require it; and he will execute it ; 
tho* He may ſeem for a while to delay. For well doit 
thou know, that He hath appointed a Day in which be 

al judge the whole World in Righteonfneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained, of which he has given us Aſſurance 
in having raiſed him from the Dead (o). And when 
Gop judgeth the World, O Reader, whoever thou art, 
He will judge bee. And while I remind thee of it, 
1 would alſo remember, that he will judge e. And 


knowing the Terror of the Lord (p), that I may deliver 


ny own Soul (q), I would with all Plainneſs and Sinee- 
rity labour to deliver thine. 

7. I THEREFORE repeat the folemn Warning: 
Thou, O Sinner, ſhalt fand before the Tudgment-Seat of 
C-ri/t (r). Thou ſhalt ſee that pompous Appearance 
the Deſcription of which is grown fo familiar to thee, 


| 22 that 
(1) Pfal, ix. 27. (m) Iſai, xxx, 33. (n) Rev. xxi. 8. 


) Acts xvii, 31. (p) 2 Cor. v. 11. (4) Ezck, xxxi1i, 3. 
() 2 Cor, v. 10. 5 e 
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56 The great Importance of that awful Day, Ch. 6. 
that the Repetition of it makes no Impreſſion on thy 
Mind. But ſurely, ſtupid as thou now art, the ſhrill 
Trumpet of the Arch-Angel ſhall ſhake thy very Soul: 
And if nothing elſe can awaken and alarm thee, the 
Convulſions and Flames of a diſiolving World ſhall do it. 

$. 8. DosT thou really think, that the Intent of 
Chriſt's foal Appearance is only to recover his People 
from the Grave, and to raiſe them to Glory and Hap- 
pineſs ? Whatever Aſſurance thou haſt, that there ſhall 


be a Reſurrection of the Juſt; thou haſt rhe /ame, that there 


Mall alio be a Re/urre#ion of the Unjuft (s) That he ſhall 
feparate the riſing Dead one frem another, as a Shepherd 
divideth his Sheep from the Goats (t), with equal Cer- 
rainty, and with infinitely greater Eaſe. Or can you 
imagine, that He will only make an Example of ſome 


flaprant and notorious Sinners, when. it is ſaid, that 


all the Dead, both ſmall and great, ſhall fand before 


GOD (u); and that even he ach knew not his Maſter's ' 


Fill, and conſequently ſeems of all others to have had 
the fairet Excule for his Omiſſion to obey it, yet even 
he, for that very Omiſſion, fall be beaten, though with 
Fewer Stripes (W)? Or can you think, that a Sentence to 
be delivered with fo much Pomp and Majeſty, a Sen- 
tence by which the rightcous Judgment of Gop 15s to be 
revealed, and to have its moſt conſpicuous and final 
Triumph, will be inconfſiderable; or the Puniſhment 
to which it ſhall conſign the Sinner, be ſlight or tolera- 
ble? There would have been little Reaſon to apprehend 
t lat, even if we had been left barely to our own Conjec- 
tires, what that Sentence ſhould be. But this is far from 
being the Caſe: Our Lord Jeſus Chrift, in his infinite 
Condeſcenſion and Com paſſion, has been pleaſed to give 
us 4 Copy of the Sentence, and no doubt, a moſt eradt Copy; 
and the Words which contain it, are worthy of being 
inſcribed on every Heart. The King, amidſt all the 
Splendor and Dignity in which he ſhall then appear, 
ſhall ſay unto theſe on his Right-Hand, Come ye blefjed of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the World (x)! And where the Word of a 
King is, there is Poaver indeed (y). And theſe _ 

ave 


(t) Matt, xxv. 32. {u) Rev. xx. 12. 


(s) Acts xxiv. 15, 
(x) Matt, xxv, 34. () Eccleſ. vii. 4. 
6 3 


{*) Luke xii, 48. 
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have a Power, which may juſtly animate the Heart cf 


the humble Chriſtian, under the moſt overwhelming 
Sorrow, and may fill him with Joy un/pratable and Full 
, Glory (z). To be pronounced the Bled rf the Lord 7 
to be called to a Kingdom to the imme dit, the ever- 
laſting Inheritance of it ! and of ſuch a Kingdom! fo well 
prepared, ſo glorious, ſo compleat, fo exquiſitely fitted 
for the Delight and Entertainment of ſuch Creatures {6 
formed and fo renewed, that it ſhall appear werthy the 
eternal Counſels of Gop to have contrived it, worthy 
his eternal Love to have prepared it, and to have de- 
lighted itſelf with the Views of beſtowing it upon his 
People: Behold, a blefjed Hope indeed! à lively glorious 
Hope, to which we are begotten again by the Nſurrection 
cf Chrift from the Dead (a), and formed by the ſancti- 
fying Influence of the Spirit of God upon our Minds. 
Bat it is a Hope, from which thou, O Sinner, art at 
preſent excluded: And methinks, that might be grie+ 
vous; to reflect, “ Theſe gracious Words ſhall CS 
'* ſpeak to ſome; to Multitudes, but mo! zo me: On me 
„there is no Bleſſedne/ſs pronounced: For me there is 15 
Kingdom prepared.” But is that all? Alas, Sinner, 
our Lord hath given thee a dreadful Counterpart to this. 
He has told us, what He will /ay zo thee, if thou con- 
tip ueſt what thou art; zo thee and all the Nations of the 
impenitent and unbelieving World, be they ever ſo nu- 
merous, be the Rank of particular Criminals ever ſo 
great. He ſhall ſay to 2% Kings of the Earth, who have 


been Rebels againſt him, to e Great and Rich Men, 


aud the chirf Captains, and the mighty Men, as well as to 
every Bondman, and every Freeman, of inferior Rank (b) ; 
D:zPpaRFT FROM ME ACCURSED, INTO EVERLASTING 
Flak, PREPARED FOR, THE Devil AND mis An- 
bus (c). Oh, pauſe upon theſe weighty Words, that 
ou mayeſt enter into ſomething of the Importance of 
them! 

. 9. Hz will fay, DerarT: You ſhall be driven 
Jen his Preſence with Diſgrace and Infamy: From 
Hu, the Source of Life and Bleſſedneſs, in a Nearnets 
iv whom all the Inhabitants of Heaven continually re- 
juice: You ſhall depart AccurssD: You have broken 

| D 3 Gop's 
Pet. i. 8. (s) 1 Pet. i. 3. (b) Rev. vi. rg. (e) Matt, wav, 47. 


58 The Sentence will be ſurely executed. Chap. 6. 
Gov's Law, and its Curſe falls upon you; and you are, 
and ſhall be under that Curſe, that abiding Curſe: 
From that Day forward you ſhall be regarded by Gon, 
and all his Creatures, as an accurſed and abominable 
Thing; as the moſt deteſtable, and the moſt miſerable 
Part of the Creation. You ſhall go inTo FIRE: And 
Oh, confider, into what Fire! Is it merely into one fierce 
Blaze, which ſhall conſume you in a Moment, tho? with 
exquiſite Pain? That were terrible. But Oh ſuch Ter- 
rors are not to be named with theſe. Thine, Sinner, is 
EVERLASTING FIRE: It is that, which our Lord hath 
in ſuch awful Terms deſcribed as prevailing there, 
«where their Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not guenched; 
and then ſays it a ſecond Time, where their Warm dieth 
net, aud the Fire is not quenched ; and again, in wonderful 
Compaſſion a Third Time, where their Worm dieth not, 
and the Fire is no! quenched (d). Nor was it originally 
prepared, or principally intended for you: It was PRE- 
PARED FOR THE DEVIL AND His AnGELs; for thoſe 
firſt grand Rebels, who were immediately upon their 
Fall doomed to it: And fince you have taken Part with 
them in their Apoſtacy, you muſt fink with them into 
that flaming Ruin; and fink ſs much the deeper, as you 
have deſpiſed a Saviour, who was never offered.to them, 
Theſe muſt be your Companions, and your Tormen- 
tors, with whom you muſt dwell for ever. And J it 7, 
that /ay 1415? or lays not the Law, and the Goſpel, the 
ſame ? Does not the Lord Feſus Chrift expreſsly /ay it, 
| who is e faithful and true Witneſs (e), even He, who 
himſelf is to pronounce the Sentence? 
$. 10. Ann when it is 2% proneunced, and pronounced 
by Him, ſhall it not alſo be execuied? Who could ima- 
pine the contrary ? who could imagine there ſhould be 
a1 this pompous Declaration, to fill the Mind only with 
vain Terror; and that this Sentence ſhould vaniſh into 
Smoak? You may eafily apprehend, that this would be 
a greater Reproach to the Divine Adminiſtration, than 
if Sentence were never to be paſſed. And therefore, 
we might eaſily have inferred « 4 Execution of it, from 
the Proceſs of the preceding Judgment, But left the 
treacherous Heart of a Sinner ſhould deceive him wb | 
3 8 10 
(d) Mark ix. 44, 46, 49. (e] Rev. ui, 14, 
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ſo vain a Hope, the Aſſurance of that Frecution is im- 
mediately added in very memorable Terms. It ſhall 
be done : It ſhall immediately be done. Then, on that 
very Day, while the Sound of it is yet in their Ears, zhe 
Wicked ſpall go aabay into euerlaſting Puniſhment (f) : And 
:bou, O Reader, whoever thou art, being found in their 
Number, fall go away with them; ſhalt be driven on 
among all theſe wretched Multitudes, and plunged with 
chemunto eternal Ruin. The wide Gates of Hell ſhall 
be open to receive thee; they ſhall be ſnut upon thee 
for ever to incloſe thee; and be faſt barred, by the Al- 
mighty Hand of Divine Juſtice, to prevent all Hope, 
all Poſſibility of Eſcape for ever. as 
$. 11. AND now, prepare thyſelf to meet the Lord thy Kh 
GOD (g): Summon up all the Reſolution of thy Mind, il; 
o endure ſack a Sentence, ſuch an Execution as this: il 
For He will not meet thee ar a Man (h); whoſe Heart $19 
may ſometimes fail him when about to exert a needful . 
Act of Severity, ſo that Compaſſion may prevail againſt [Bit 
Reafon and Juſtice, No, He will meet thee as a GOD, | 
whoſe Schemes and Purpoſes are all immoveable as his . 
Throne. I therefore teſtify to thee in his Name this Fl 
Day, that if God be true, he will thus ſpeak; and that , $7 
be be able, he will thus act. And on Suppoſition of thy Fig 
Continuance in thine Impenitence and Unbelief, thou | 


_ — * — 1 
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art brought into this miſerable Caſe; that if GOD be 
not either falſe or weak, thou art undone, thou art eter- 
zaily undone. ; 


Te REFLECTION A Sinner, firuck with the Terror of ' 
this Sentence, 


80 V RET CH that I am! What ſhall I do? or 
„ whither ſhall I flee? I am weighed in tbe 
Balance, and am found wanting (i). This is indeed 7 
ny Doom ; the Doom I am to expect from the Mouth 
of Chrift himſelf; from the Mouth of Him, that died 
tor the Redemption and Salvation of Men. Dread- 
fo! Sentence! and ſo much the more dreadful, when 
conſidered in that View! To what ſhall I look to 


1 
-, 
* 


| D 4 4 ſave 
) Matt xxv. 46. (yg) Amos iv. 12. (Kk) Ilai. Xlvii. 3. 


6) Dag. v. 22. 
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60 The Reflection of a Sinner, Chap. 6. 


6 
4. 


64 


ſave me from it? To whom ſhall I call? Shall I fay 
to the Rocks, fall upon me, and to the Hills, cover me 


(k)? What ſhould I gain by that? Were I indeed 


overwhelmed with Rocks and Mountains, they could 
not conceal me from the Notice of His Eye; and 
His Hand could reach me with as much Eaſe there, 
as any where elle. | 

* Warez indeed that Iam! Oh that I had never 
been born! Oh that I had never known the Dignity 
and Prerogative of the rational Nature ! Fatal Pre- 
rogative indeed, that renders me obnoxious to Con- 
demnation and Wrath! Oh that I had never beep 
inſtructed in the Will of God at all, rather than that 
being thus inſtructed, I ſhould have diſregarded and 
tranſgreſſed it! Would to God, 1 had been allied to 
the meaneſt ef the Human Race, to them that come 
neareſt to the State of the Brutes, rather than that I 
ſhould have had my Lot in cultivated Life, amidſt ſo 
many of the Improvements of Reaſon, and (dreadful 
Reflection!) amidſt fo many of the Advantages of 
Religion too! and thus to have perverted all to my 
own DefſtruGion !—Oh that Gop would rake away 
this Rational Soul ! But alas, it will live for ever; wil! 
live to tel the Agonics ef Eternal Death. — Why have I 
ſeen the Beauties and Glories of a World like this, 
to exchange it for that flaming Priſon! Why have I 
taſted ſo many of my Creator's Bounties, to wring 
out at laſt the Dregs of his Wrath! Why have [ 
known the Delights of ſocial Life and friendly Con- 
verſe, to exchange them for the horrid Company of 
Devils and damned Spirits in Tophet / Oh, who can 
dabell with them in devouring Flames, aud can lie 


doaun with them in everlaſting, everlaſting, everlaſting, 


Burnings (1) ! | | 

« Bur whom have I to blame in all this, but ay/e/f? 
What have I to accuſe, but my own ſtupid incorrigi - 
ble Folly ? On what is all this terrible Ruin to be 
charged, but on this one fatal curſed Cauſe, that hav- 


ing broken G O D's Laab, I rejefted His Goſpel too! 


« Yer fay, O my Soul, in the Midſt of all thefe 


doleful, forboding Complaints, Can I ſay, that 4 


4% have 


(k) Luke i. 40; {1} Tfa), xXxili. 14. 


Chap. 6. under the Terror of this Sentence. 2 


have finally rejected the Goſpel? Am I not to this Day 
c under the Sound of it? The Sentence is not yet 
* gone forth againſt me, in ſa determinate a Manner as 
to be utterly irreverfible. Thro' all this gloomy” 


Proſpect one Ray of Hope breaks in, and it 7s poſſible” 


«© may be delivered. 

* REvivinc Thought! Rejoice in it, O my Soul, 
«© tho? it be avith J. rembling ; and turn immediately to 
that Gop, who, tho? provoked by Ten Thouſand 
*+ Offences, has not yet /wworn in his Wrath, that thou 
alt never be permitted, to hold farther Intercourſe 
with Him, or to enter into his Reft (m). 

I po then, O Bleſſed Lord, proſtrate myſelF in the 
*© Duſt before Thee. I own, I am a condemned and 
** miſerable Creature. But my Language is that of 
the humble Publican, GOD be merciful to me a Sinner 
(n) Some general and confuſed Apprehenſions I 
have of a Way, by which I may pofibly eſcape. O 
God, whatever that Way is, ſhew it me, I beſeech 
** thee! Point it out ſo plainly, that I may not be able 
++ to miſtake it! And Oh, reconcile my Heart to it, be 
it ever ſo humbling, be it ever ſo painful! 

** SURELY, Lord, I have much, to learn; but be 
++ Thou my Teacher! Stay for a little Thine uplifted 


Hand; and in thine infinite Compaſſion delay ther - 


Strobe, till I enquire a little farther, how I-may finally 
avoid it!“ ä 


(m) Pſal, xcv. 175 (a) Luke xviii. 13. 
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G2 The belpleſs State of a Sinner, Chap. 7. 


CHAP: VII 


The helpleſs State of the Sinner, under 


Condemnation. 


We Sinner wrged to ronfider, bow he can be ſaved from this 


impending Bui, §. 1, 2. (I.) Not by any Thing he 
can offer. F. 3. (2.) Nor by any Thing he can endure. 
$. 4. (3.) Nor by any Thing he can do in the Courſe of 
future Duty. F. 5. (4 ) Nor by any Alliance with Fel- 
loau Sinners, on Earth, or in Hell. F. 6,8. (5.) Nor 
by any Interpofition, or Interceſfion of Angels or Saints in 
bis Favour. F. 9. Hint e the only Method, to bt after- 
<werds mere largely explained. Ibid. The Lamemation 
of a Sinner in this miſerable Condition. 


F. 1. QINNNER, Thou haſt heard he Sentence of 

GOD, as it fand upon Record in His ſacred 
and immutable Word. And wilt thou lie down under 
it in everlaſting Deſpair? Wilt thou make no. Attempt 
to be delivered from it, when it ſpeaks nothing leſs 
than ETEXNAL DEATH to thy Soul? If a Criminal, 
condemned by Human Laws, has but the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Hope that he may poflibly eſcape, he is all 
Attention to it. If there be a Friend, who he thinks 


can help him, with What a ſtrong Importunity does he 
intreat the Interpofition of that Friend? And even 


while he is before the judge, how difficult is it often to 
force him away from the Bar, while the Cry of Mercy, 
Mercy, Mercy, may be heard, tho' it be never fo un- 
ſeaſonable? A mere Paſſbiliiy that it may make ſome 
Impreſſion, makes him eager in it, and unwilling to be 


Menccd and removed. 
7 &, 2. WII I 


Chap. 7. He has no Sacrifice to atone for Sim.” 63. 


$. 2. WiLT thou not then, O Sinner, ere yet cas Hh 
vion is done, that Execution which may perhaps be 
done this very Day, wilt thou not caſt about in thy 
Thoughts, what Meaſures may be taken for Deliver- 
ance? Vet what Meaſures can be taken? Conſider at- 
tentively, for it is an Aſtair of Moment. Thy Wiſdom, 
thy Power, thy Eloquence, or thine Intereſt, can never 
be exerted on a greater Occaſion. + If thou canſt ep 
:by/elf, do. If thou haſt any ſecret Source of Relief, go. 
ct cut of thyſelf for other Aſſiſtance. If thoũ haft 22 
Sacrifice to offer; if thou halt any Strength to exert; yea, 
if thou halt any Allies on Earth, or in the invifible World, 
who can defend and deliver thee ; take thine own Way, 
ſo that thou mayeſt but be delivered at all, and we may 
not fee thy Ruin. But ſay, O Sinner, in the Preſence 
of GoD, what Sacrifice thou wilt preſent, what Strength + 
thou wilt exert, what Allies thou wilt have recourſe to, 
on Jo urgent, {© hopeleſs an Occaſion. For hopeleſs 1 muſt | 
indeed pronounce it, if uch Methods are taken. 

F. 3. Tus Jufticeof GOD is injured: Haſt thou any + 
Atonement to make to it? If thou waſt brought to an 
Enquiry and Propoſal, like that of the awakened Sin- 
ner, Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and bowuy mys- . 
ſelf before the high GOD? Shall I come before him with | 

| Burnt Offerings, with Calwes of a Year old? Will the -- 
Lord be pleajed with I houſands of Rams, on with Ten 
7 hou/ands of Rivers of Oil (a)? Alas, wert thou as great 
a Prince as Salomon himſelf, and cauldſt thou indeed pur- 
chaſe ſuch Sacrifices as theſe, there would be no Room 
to mention them. Lebanon would not be ſufficient to burn, 
ror all the Beaſts thereaf for a Burnt Offering (b). Even 
under that Di ſpenſation, which admitted and required 
Sacrifices in ſome Caſes, zhe Blood of Bulls and of Goats, . 
tho' it exempted the Offender from farther Temporal 
Puniſhment, .cou/d not take away Sin (c), nor prevail by 
any Means to purge the Conſcience in the Sight of Gay. 
nd that Soul, that had done ought preſumpiutnufly was 
nt allowed to bring any Sin Offering, or Tre/pajs Offer- 
„gat all, but was condemned to die without Mercy (d). 
Now God and thine own Conſcience know, that thine 

BSE 7; Offences 


(a) Mic. vi. 6, 7. (b) Iſai xl, 26, (c) Heb, x. 4. 
{ 4) Numb, xv. 30% - 
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64 No Sufferimgs of his own will ſave him, Chap. 7. 
Offences have not been merely the Errors of Ignorance 
and Inadvertency, but that thou haft formed with an high 
Hand in repeated aggravated Circumſtances, as thou haſt 
acknowledged already.—Shouldſt thou add, with the 
wretched Sinner defcribed above, all I give ny Firft- 
Bern fon my T ranſgreſfion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin 
of my Son (e)? What could the Blood of a beloved 
Child do in ſuch a Caſe, but dye thy Crimes ſo much 
the deeper, and add a yet unknown Horror to them? 
Thou haft offended a Being of Infinite Majeſty ; and if 
that Offence is to be exprazed by Blood, it muſt be by 
another Kind of Blood, than that which flows in the Veins 
of thy Children, or in thine own. e | 
F. 4. Witt thou then /ufer thyſelf, till thou haſt 
made full Satisfaction? But «here ſhall that Satisfaction 
be made ?—Shall it be by any Calamines to be endured 
in this mortal momentary Life? Is the Juſtice of Goy 
then eſteemed ſo little a Thing, that the Sorrows of a 
few Days ſhould ſuffice to anſwer its Demands ?-Or 
doſt thou think of future Sufferings, in the inviſible 
World? If thou doſt, at 7s not Deliverance; and with 
Regard to that I may venture to ſay, When thou haſt 
made full Satisfaction, thou wilt be releaſed: When thou 
haft paid the utmeſt Farthing of that Debt, thy Priſon 
Doors fhall be opencd: In the mean Time, thou muſt 
make thy Bed in Hell (f). And, O unhappy Man, wilt 
thou lie down there, with a ſecret Hope, that the Mo- 
ment will come, when the Rigonr of Divine Juſtice wilt 
not be able to inflict any thing more than thou haſt en- 
dured, and when thou mayeſt claim thy Diſcharge as a 
Matter of Right? It would indeed be well for thee, if 
thou couldſt carry down with thee ſuch a Hope, falſe 
and flattering as it is: But alas, thou wilt ſee Things 
in ſo juſt a Light, that to have mo Comfort but this, will 


de eternal Deſpair. That one Word of thy Sentence, 


EverLacsTinG Fire; that one Declaration, The Worm: 
dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched ; will be ſufficient to 
firike ſuch a Thought into blank Confuſion, and to 
overwhelm thee with hopeleſs Agony and Horror. 

g. Or do you think, that your future Reformation 


and Diligence in Duty for the Time to come, will procure 
| your 


(e) Mich. vi, 7. (f) Pla!, exxxix. 8. 


+ 


Chap. 7. nor any Obedience he is able to perform. 65; 
our Diſcharge from this Sentence? Take heed, Sinner, 
what kind of Obedience thou thinkeſt of offering to an 
holy Gop. That muſt be ſpotleſs and compleat which 
his Infinite Sanctity can approve and accept, if he con- 


{ſider thee in thyſelf alone: There muſt be no Inconſtan- ' 


cy, no Forgetfulneſs, no Mixture of Sin attending it.“ 
And wilt thou, enfeebled as thou art, by ſo much Ori- 
ginal Corruption, and ſo many finful Habits contracted. 
by innumerable actual Tranſgreſſions, undertake to ren- 


der ſuch an Obedience, and that for all the Remainder _ 


of thy Life? In vain wouldſt thou attempt it, even for 
one Day. New Guilt would immediately plunge thee 
into new Ruin, But if it did not; if from this Moment 
to the very End of thy Life all were as compleat Obe-. 
dence as the Law of Gop required from Adam in Pa- 
radiſe, would that be ſufficient to cancel paſt Guilt # 
Would it diſcharge an old Debt, that thou haſt not 
contracted a new one? Offer this to thy Neighbour, and 
fee if he vill accept it for Payment; and if he will not, 
wilt thou preſume to offer it to thy Goo. 2 

$. 6. Bur I will not multiply Words on ſo plain a 
Subject. While I ſpeak thus, Time is paſſing away, 
Death preſſes on, and Judgment 4s approaching. And 
„hat can ſave thee from theſe awful Scenes, or what 
can protect thee in them? Can the World ſave thee from 
that vain deluſive Idol of thy Wiſhes and Purſuits, to 
which thou art ſacrificing thine eternal Hopes ? Well. 
coſt thou know, that it will. utterly forſake thee, when 
zou needeſt it moſt; and that not one of its Enjoy- 
ments can be carried along with thee into the Inviſihle: 
vlate; No, not ſo much as a Trifle to remember it by; 
:f thou couldſt defire to remember fo inconſtant, and for 
treacherous a Friend, as the World has been; Fo 
$. 7. And when you are dead, or when you are 
dying, can your /inful Companions ſave you? Is there any 
ane of them, if he were ever ſo deſirous of doing it, that 
24 give unto GOD a Ranjom for you (g), to deliver you 


rom geing down 16 ihe Grave, or from going down ta 


le? Alas, vou will probably be ſo ſenſible of this, 
dat when you lie on the Border of the Grave, you will 
2 unwilling to ſee, or to converſe with thoſe, that were 
| once. 

(8) Pfal, xlix. 2. 3 
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66 Hi, Fellow-Creatures cannot help kim, Chap. y.. 
once you favourite Companzons. They will aflict you, 
rather than relieve you, even then: How much leſs can 
they. relieve you before the Bar of Gop, when they are 
overwhelmed with their own Condemnation ? 

$. 8. As for he Powwers of Darkne/s, you are ſure they | 
will be far from any Ability, or Inclination to help you, 
Satan has been watching and Jabouring for your De- 
ſtruction, and he will triumph in it. But if there could 
be any thing of an amicable Cunfederacy between you, 
what wonld that be, but an Aſſpciation in Ruin? For 
the Day of Judgment of ungodly Men, will alſo be che 
Judgment of theic rebellicus Spiriti; and the Fire into 
which thou, O Sinner, muſt depart, is that which was 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels (h). 

6. 9. WILL the Celeſtial Spirits then ſave thee ? will 
they interpoſe their Power, or their Prayer, in thy Fa- 
vour? An Interpoſition of Power, when Sentence is 
7 forth againſt chee, were an, Act of Rebellion againſt 

eaven, which theſe holy and excellent Creatures 
would abhor. And when the final Pleaſure of the 


Judge is known, inſtead of interceding in vain for the 


wretched Criminal, they would rather, with ardent 
Zeal for the Glory of their Lord, and cordial. Acquiel- 
cence in the Determination of T6 Wiſdom and Juſtice, 
ee 1o execule it. Yea, difficult as it may at preſent 
be to conceive it, it is a certain Truth, that the Serwarts 
Chrift, who now molt tenderly love you, and moſt at- 
—— ſeek your Salvation ; not excepting thoſe, 
Th are allied to you in the neareſt Bonds of Nature, or 
of Friendſhip; even they ſhall put their Amen to it. 
Now indeed, their Bowels zearn over you, and their Eyes 
pour aut e your Account: Now they expoſtulate 
with you, and plead with Gon for you, if by any Means, 
whale yet there is Zope, you may be plucked as a Fire- 
brand cut of the Burning (i). But alas, their Remon- 
ſtrances you will not regard: And as for their Prayers, 
what ſhould they aſk for you! What but this, that you 
may ſee yourſelves to be undoue ? and that, utterly de- 
ſpairiag of any Help from yourſelves, or from any creat- 
ed Power, you may lie before Gop in Humility and 
Brokenneſs of Heart; that ſubmitting yourſelyes to his 
righteous 
(h]) Mat, XXV. 42, (i) Amos iv. 11. 


Chap. 7. The Sinner's Lamentation in his Miſery. y 


righteous Judgment, and in an after Renunciation of all 
Self Dependence, and of all Creature-Dependence, you may 
lift up an humble Look towards Him, as almoſt from 


the Depths of Hell, if peradventure He may have Com- 


. paſſion upon you, and may Himſelf direct you to that 


only Method of Reſcue, which, while Things continue - 


as in preſent Circumſtances they are, neither Earth, 
nor Hell, nor Heaven can afford you. 5 


The LawENTATION of a Sinner, in this miſcrable 
| Condition. | 


6 H 6olefal, uncomfortable, helpleſs State! Oh 
«+. Wretch that J am, to have reduced myſelf to 


0 it! Poor, empty, miſerable, abandon'd Creature! | 


Where is my Pride, and the Haughtineſs of my 
„Heart? where are my Idol Deities, ben I have 
% Joved, and ſerved, after whom I hae walked, and 
« avhom I hawe fought (k), Whilſt I have been multi- 
«« plying my Tranſgreflions againſt the Majeſty of 
Heaven? Is there no Heart to have Compaſſion upon 
«« me? Is there no Hand to ſave me? Habe Pity upon 
*« me, have Pity upon me, O my Friends; for the Hand of 
* GOD hath touched me (I), hath ſeized me! I feel it 
preſſing me hard, and «vba? ſhall de? Perhaps they 
have Pity upon me: But alas, how feeble a Cou- 
« paſſion ! Only if there be any where in the whole 
„ Compaſs of Nature any Help, tell me quhere it may be 
found] O point it out; direct me towards it; or 
rather, confounded and aſtoniſhed as my Mind ie, 
*© take me by the Hand, and lead me to it! | 

« Oye Miniſters of the Lord, whoſe Office it is to 
guide and comfort diſtreſſed Souls, take Pity upon me ! 
I fear, I am a Pattern of many other helpleſs Crea- 


© tures, who have the like Need of your Aſſiſtance. 


Lay aſide your other Cares, to care for my Soul; to 
care for this precious Soul of mine, which lies as it 
were bleeding to Death, (if that Expreſſion may be 
© uſed), while you perhaps hardly afford me a Look; 
or glancing an Eye upon me, pat ower to the other 
% Side (m). Yet, alas, in a Caſe like mine, what can 

| | your 

(k) Jer. viii. 2. (I) Job xix, 21. (m) Luke x. 31, 
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68 The Sinners Lamentation in his Miſery. Chap. 7. 
«« your Interpoſition avail, if it be alone; /X/h+ LORD 
& do not help me, how can ye help me (n)? ot 

« O GOD of the Spirits of all Flijþ (o), I lift up 
«« mine Eyes unto Thee, and cry unte Thee, as out of the 
« Belly of Hell (p). I cry unto Thee, at leaſt from the 
«© Borders of it. Yet while I lie before Thee in this 
« infinite Diſtreſs, I know, that Thine Almighty 
« Power and boundleſs Grace can ſtill find out a Way 
« for my Recovery. 

© 'Trov art He, whom I have moſt of all 7»jured and 
& affronted; and yet from Thee Alone muſt ] now el 
«* Reareſs. Againſt T hee, Thee only have 1 finned, and 
* done Evil in thy Sight (q); fo that Thou mighteſt be 
« juſiified when itheu ſpeakeſi, and be clear when Thou 
judgeſt, tho? Thou ſhouldft this Moment aajudge me to 
Eternal Miſery. And yet 1 find ſomething that ſe- 
«« cretly draws me to IJ hee, as if I might find Reſcue there, 


«« where I have deſerved the moſt aggravated De/fruc- 


© tion. Bleſſed Gon, I hawe deifiroyed myſelf; but in 
«© Thee is my Help (r), if there can be Help at all. 

«« I xxnow in the general, that 7 hy Ways are net as 
« our Ways, nor thy Thoughts as our Thoughts ; but are 
« as high above them, as the Heawens are above the 


+ Farth (s). Have Mercy therefore upon me, O 60 D, 


according to Thy Lowing Kindneſs, accerding to the Mul- 


e titude of Thy tender Mercies (t) / Oh point out the 
«© Path to e City of Refuge! Oh lead me Thyſelf in 1b. 


« Way everlaſting (u) “ 1 know in general, that Thy 


«© Geypel is the only Remedy : O teach Thy Servants to 
«« adminifter it! Oh prepare mine Heart to receive it | 
and ſuffer not, as in many Inſtances, that Malignity 
« which has ſpread itſelf thro? all my Nature, to turi. 
* that noble Medicine into Poiſon !” $ £ 


(n) 2 Kings vi. 27, (o) Numb. xvi. 2. (p) Jonah ii. 2. 
(q) Pial. lj, 4. (r) Hoſ. xiii, 9. (5) Iſai, lv, 8, 9, 
(t) Plal. Ii. 1. (o) Pſal. cxxx x, 24, 


Chap. 8. Theſe Things are not deſigned to grieve. 69 
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News of Salvation by Cunts brought to 
the convinced and condemned Sinner. 


The awful Things which hawe hitherto been ſaid, intend- 
ed, not te grieve, but to help. F. 1, After ſome Re- 
Hlection on the Pleafure with which a Miniſter of the 
Ge/pel may deliver the Meſſage with which he is charged, 
$. 2. And ſome Reaſons for the Repetition of whas 
is in Speculation ſt generally known, F. 3. The Author 
proceeds briefly to declare the Subſtance of theſe glad 
Tidings; wiz. That GOD, having in his Infinite 
Compaſſion ſent his Son to die for Sinners, is now re- 
concileable through Him : F. 4,-—6. So that the moſt 


heinous Tranſgreſſion ſhall be entirely pardoned to Be- 


lievers, and they made compleaily and eternally happy, 
$. 7, 8. The Sinner's Reflection on this good News. 


* Y dear Reader ! It is the great Deſign of the 
Goſpel, and where-ever it is cordially re- 


ceived, it is the glorious Effects of it, to fill the Heart 


with Sentiments of Love; to teach us to abhor all unne- 
ceſſary Rigour and Severity, and to delight not in the 


Grief, but in the Happineſs of our Fellow- Creatures, 1 


can hardly apprehend, how he can be a Chriſtian, who 
takes Pleafure in the Diftreſs which appears even in a 
Brute, much lels in that of a Human Mind; and eſpe- 
cially in /uch Diſtreſs as the Thoughts I have been pro- 
poſing muſt give, if there be any due Attention to their 
Weight and Fnergy. I have often felt a tender Regret, 
while have been repreſenting theſe Things; and I 
£2::.u have 2vihed from mine Heart, that it had not been 


neceſſary 


r 
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neceſſary to have placed them in ſo ſevere and ſo painful 


a Light. But now I am addreſſing myſelf to a Part of 


my Work, which | undertake with unutterable Pleaſure ; 
and to that, which indeed I had in View, in all thoſe 
awful Things which I have already been laying before 
you. I have been ſhewing you, that, if you hitherto 
have lived in a State of Impenitence and Sin, you are 
condemned by Gop's righteous judgment, and have in 
yourſelf no Spring of Hope, and no Poſſibility of De- 
Iiverance. But I mean not to leave you under this ſad 
Apprehenfion, to lie down and die in Deſpair, com- 
plaining of that cruel Zeal, which has zormented you be- 
fore the ime (a). | 


F. 2. Axis E, O thou dejected Soul, that art proj- 


trate in the Duſt before Gop, and trembling under the 
Terror of His Righteous Sentence; for I am commit. 
fioned to tell thee, that tho“ Z haſt de/froyed thy/elf, in 
GOD i thine Help (b). I bring the good Tidings of great 


Foy (c), which delight mine own Heart, while z proclaim 


them, and will I hope reach, and revive thine; even he 
Tidings of Salvation, by the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
the RepzzMEr. And I give it thee for thy greater Se- 
curity, in the Words of a gracious and forgiving God, 
that He is in Chrift reconciling the World unto himfelf, and 
not imputing to them their Treſpaſſes (d). n 

$. 3. T IS is the beſt News that ever was heard, the 
moſt important Meſſage which Gop ever ſent to his 
Creatures: And tho? I doubt not at all, but living, as 


you have done, in a Chriſtian Country, you have heard 


it often, perhaps a Thouſand and a Thouſand Times; 
I will with all Simplicity and Plainneſs, repeat it to you 
again, and repeat it as if you had never heard: it before, 
If thou, O Sinner, ſhouldſt now for the firſt Time feel 
it, then will it be as a New Gospel unto thee, though ſo 
familiar to thine Ear; nor ſhall it be grievous for me to 


_ ſpeak what is ſo common, fnce to you it is ſaſt and ne- 


ceſſary (e). They who are moſt deeply and intimately 
acquainted with it, inſtead of being cloyed and ſatiated, 
will hear it with diſtinguiſhed Pleaſure; and as for thoſe 
who have hitherto lighted it, I am ſure they had Need 

to 


(a) Matt, wii. 23. (t) Hol, xiii. g. (e) Luke ii. 10, 
44) 2 Cor. v. 19. (e) Phil. iin. 3» | 
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to hear it again. Nor is it abſolutely impoſſible, that 
{ems one Soul at Jealt may read theſe Lines, who hath” 
never been clearly and fully inſtructed in this important 
Doctrine, tho” his everlaſting All depends on knowing 
and receiving it, I will therefore take Care, that ſuch a 
one ſhall not have it to plead at the Bar of Gov, that tho? 
he lived in a Chriftian Country, he was never plainly and 
f:ithfully taught the Doctrine of Salvation by Jzsvs 
CHRIST, the Way, the Trith, and the Life, by whom 
alone ave come unto the Father (f). 

$. 4. I do therefore teſtify unto you this Day, that 
the holy and gracious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, fore- 
ſeeing the fatal Apo/tacy into which the whole Human 
Race would fall, did not determine to deal in a Way of 
ſtrict and rigorous Severity with us, ſo as to confign us 
over to wniver/al Ruin and inevitable Damnation; but 
on the contrary, he determined to enter into a Treaty of 
Peace and Reconciliation, and to publiſk to all, whom the 
Goſpel ſhould reach, the expre/; We of Lift ard Glory, 
in a certain Method, which his Infinite Wiſdom judge 
{1itable to the Purity of his Nature, and the Honour of 
his Government. This Method was indeed a moſt aſto- 
niſhing one, which, familiar as it is to our Thoughts and 
our Tongues, I cannot recolle& and mention without 
great Amazement, He determined to ſend His own San 
into the World, 2% Brightneſs of his Glory, and the en- 
pres Image of his Perſon (g), Partaker of his own Divine 
Perfections and Honours, to be not merely a Teacher 
of Righteouſneſs, and a Meſſenger of Grace, but alſo a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of Men! And would conſent to his 
ſaving them, on no other Condition but this, that hg 
ſhould not only labour, but die in the Cauſe. 

F. F. AccogDincLyY,: at ſuch a Period of Time as 
Infinite Wiſdom faw moſt convenient, the Lord Fe/us 
Chriſt appeared in Human Fleſh z and after he had gone 
through inceſſant and long continued Fatigues, and borne 
al the preceding Injuries, which the Ingratitude and Ma- 
lice of Men could inflift, he voluntarily /ubmitted him. 
jeif to Death, even the Death of the Craſi (h); and having 
been delivered for our Offences, was raiſed again for 

our 
(f) John xiv, 6, (e) Heb. i. 3. (b) Phil. ii. 8. 
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eur Fuſtification (i). After his Reſurrection, he continu- 
ed long enough on Earth to give his Followers moſt 
convincing Evidences of it, we then aſcended into Hen ven 
in their Sight (k); and /ent down his Spirit from thence 
upon his Ape/ties, to enable them in the moſt perſuaſive 
and authoritative Manner, zo preach the Gofpel (1) : And 


he has given it in Charge to them, and to thoſe who in 


every Age ſucceed them in this Part of their Office, that 
it ſhould be publiſhed 70 every Creature (m); that all 
who believe in it may be /awved, by Virtue of its abiding 
Energy, and the immutable Power and Grace of its 
Divine Author, who is the /ame Tefterday, To-day, and 
for Ever (n). 

6. 6. Tr1s Gœſſel do I therefore now preach, and pro- 
claim unte bee, O Reader, with the ſincereſt Deſire, that 
thro' Divine Grace, it may his very Day be Salvation 10 
thy Soul (o). Know therefore, and conſider it, whoſoever 
thou art, that as ſurely as theſe Words are now before 
thine Eyes, ſo ſure it is, that the Incarnate Sen of Gop 
was made a Spectacle to the World, and ta Angels, and to 
Men (p); his Back torn with Scourges, his Head with 
Thorns, his Limbs ftretched out as on a Rack, and nailed 
to the accurſed Tree; and in this miſerable Condition he 
was hung by his Hands and his Feet, as an Object of pud- 
lick Infamy and Contempt. Thus did he die, 1n the 
Midſt of all the Taunts and Inſults of his cruel Eenemies, 
who thirſted for his Blood; and, which was the ſaddeſt 
Circumſtance of all, in the Midſt of theſe Agonies with 
which he cloſed the moſt innocent, perfect, and uſeful 
Life that ever was ſpent upon Earth, he had not thoſe 
Supports of the Divine Preſence, which ſinful Men have 
often experienced, when they have been ſuffering for the 


Teſtimony of their Conſcience. They have often burſt 


out into Tranſports of Joy and Songs of Praiſe, while 
theirExecutioners have been glutting their helliſh Malice, 
and more than ſavage Barbarity, by making their Tor- 
ments artificially grievous ; but 7% crucified Jeſus cried 
out, in the Diſtreſs of his ſpotleſs and holy Soul, N. 


GOD, my G OD, why haſt thou forſaken me (q) ? 
$. 7. Loox 


(i) Rom. IV. 25s (k) Ads i. g,—11, (1) Luke xxiv. 40. 
(o) Luke xix. 9 


(m) Mark xvi. x5. (n) Heb. xiu. 8. 
(p} 1 Cor. ir. 9. (q) Matt. xxviti, 46. 
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$. 7, Loox upon our dear Redeemer! Look up to 
this mournful, dreadful, yet in one View, delightful 
Spectacle ; and then aſk thine own Heart, Do I believe 
that Ze/us ſuffered and died thus? And why did he ſuf- 
{cr and die? Let me anſwer in Gop's own Words, He 
vas wounded for our Tranſęreſſiont, he was bruiſed for 
zur Iniguities, and the Chaſtiſement of aur Peace was 
upon him, that by his Stripes we might be healed: It 
pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and to put him to "Grief, 
auhen he made his Soul an Offering for Sin; for the Lord 
laid on him the Iniquity of us all (r). So that I may 
addreſs you in the Words of the Apoſtle, Be it Anown 
unto you therefore, that through this Man is preached un- 
19 you the Forgiveneſs of Sins (s); as it was his Command, 
juſt after he roſe from the Dead, that Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in bis Name unto all 
Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem (t); the very Place, 
where his Blood had fo lately been ſhed in ſuch a cruel 
Manner. I do therefore teſtify to you, in the Words of 
another inſpired Writer, that Chri/t was made Sin, that 
is, a Sin-Offering, for us, the" he inew no Sin, that we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of G O D in him (u); that 
ts, that thro? the Righteouſneſs he has fulfilled, and the 
Atonement be has made, we might be accepted by Gop 
as righteous, and be not only pardoned, but received into 
his Favour. To you is the Word of this Salvation 
Jet (x); and to you, O Reader, are the Bleflings of it 
eren now offered by Gor, fincerely offered ; ſo that, af- 
ter all that I have ſaid under the former Heads, it is not 
your having broken the Law of God, that ſhall prove 
your Ruin, if you do not alſo reject his Goſpel. It is 
not all thoſe Legions of Sins, which riſe up in Battle Ar- 
ray againſt you, that ſhall be able to deſtroy you, if Un- 
::/-;/ do not lead them on, and fal Impenitenry do not 
bring up the Rear, I know, that Guilt is a timorous 
Thing; T will therefore ſpeak in the Words of Gop 
1micif, nor can any be more comfortable: He that be- 
ivveth 6n the Son, hath everlaſting Life (y); and he ſhall 


never come into Condemnation (2) There is therefore now 


ng 
r) Tſal, iii. 5, 6, 10. (s) Acts xiii. 38. (t) Luke xxiv. 47. 


(uv) 2 Cor, v. 21. (x) Acts xiii, 26. (y) John in. 35. 
2) Jonn v. 24. ; 
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no Condemnation, no Kind or Degree of it, zo them, to 
any one of them, ace are in Jeſus Chrift, who walk 
not after the Fleſb, but after the Spirit (a). You have 
indeed been a very great Sinner, and your Offences have 
truly been attended with moſt heinous Aggravations; 
neverthelels you may rejoice in the Aſſurance, that 
aohere Sin hath abounded there Hall Grace much more 
abound (b); that where Sin hath reigned unto Death, 
where it has had its moſt unlimited Sway, and moſt un- 
reſiſted Triumph, there fall Righteouſjne/s reign 10 Eter- 
nal Life thro' Feſus Chriſt cur Lord (c). That Righteou/- 
22/5, to which on Seliewing ox him thou wilt be intitled, 
ſhalt not only break thoſe Chains, by which Sin is (as 
it were) dragging thee at its Chariot Wheels with a 
furious Pace to Eternal Ruin; but it ſhall clothe thee 
with the Robes of Salvation, ſhall fix thee on a Throne 
of Glory, where thou ſhalt live and reign for ever among 
the Princes of Heaven ; ſhalt reign in immortal Beauty 
and Joy, without one remaining Scar of Divine Diſ— 
leafure upon thee ; without any fingle Mark by which 
it could be known, that thou hadſt ever been obnoxious 
to Wrath and a Curſe; except it be an Anthem of 
Praiſe to the Lamb that was lain, and has waſhed thee 
from thy Sins in his own Blood (d). 
$. 8. Nos is it neceſſary, in order to thy being 
releaſed from Guilt, and intitled to this high and com- 


_ pleat Felicity, that thou ſhouldſt, before thou wilt ven- 


ture to apply 10 Jeſus, bring any good Works of thing own 
to regommend, tkee to his Acceptance. It is indeed true, 
that if thy Faith be fincere, it will certainly produce 
them: But I have the Authority of the Word of Goo 
to tell thee, that if thou this Day ſincerely believe} in 
the Name of the Son of GOD, thou ſhalt this Day be 
taken under his Care, and be numbered among thoſe 
of his Sheep, to whom he hath graciouſly declared, 
that he will give Eternal Life, and that they fhall newer 
periſh (e). Thou haſt no Need therefore to ſay, Who ſpall 
go up into Heaven, or who fhall deſcend into the Deep for 
me? For the Word is nigh thee, in thy Mouth, and it 
thine Heart (f). With this joyful Meſſage I leave thee; 


with 
(e) Rom. viii, 1. (b) Rom, v. 20. (be) Rom. v. . 
(0) Rev, i, Zo | (e) John X, 28, (f) Rom. X. 6, 75 8. 
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with this faithful Saying, indeed worthy of all Accepta- 
ion (g); with this Gp, O Sinner, which is »y Life ; and | 
which, if thou doſt not reject it, will be Hine too. 


The Sinners REFLECTION on this good News, 


„ Ale my Soul, how aſtoniſhing is the Meſſage, 
*© which thou haſt this Day received! I have in- 
deed often heard it before; and ãt is grown ſo common 
to me, that the Surprize is not ſenſible. But reflect, 
O my Soul, what is it thou haſt heard; and fay, 
„ whether the Name of a Saviour, whoſe Meſſage 
it is, may not well be called Wonderfut, Counſellor (h), 
* when he diſplays before thee /uch Wonders of Lowe, 
and propoſes to thee /uch Counſel: of Peace? 
«© BLESSED Jeſus, is it indeed thus! Is it not the Fic- 
tion of the Human Mind ? Surely it is not! What Hu- 
man Mind could have invented or conceived it? Is it 
a plain, a certain Fact, that Thou didit leave the Mag- 
nificence and Joy of the Heavenly World, in Compaſ- 
ſion to ſuch a Wretch as | ! Oh hadſt Thou, from that 
Height of Dignity and Felicity, only looked down 
upon me for a Moment, and ſent ſome gracious Word 
8 to me for my Direction and Comfort, even by the 
leaſt of Thy Servants, juſtly might I have proſtrated 
myſelf in grateful Admiration, and have kiſſed he 
* wery Footfteps of him that publiſhed the Salvation (i), 
But didſt theu condeſcend to be Thyſelf the Meſſen- 
ger! What Grace had that been, tho' Thou hadit bat 
once in Perſon made the Declaration, and immediately 
returned back to the 'Throne, from whence Divine 
Compaſſion brought Thee down! But this is not all the 
Triumph of thine illuſtrious Grace. It not only 
brought Thee down to Earth, but kept Thee here, in 
a frail and wretched Tabernacle, for long ſucceſſive 
Years: And at length, it coft Thee thy Life, and 
{tretched Thee out as a Malefactor upon the Croſs, af- 
ter thou hadſt borne Inſult and Cruelty, which it may 
*« ;zaftly wound my Heart ſo much as to think of. And 


„ thus 


(z) 1 Tim. i, 15. (b) Ifai, ix, 6, (i) Ifai, Iii. . 
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* 
v6 


you 


thus Thou haſt atoned injured Juſtice, and redeemed 
me to G OD with thine own Blood (Kk). 

„ War ſhall I ſay? Lord, I believe, help Thou mine 
Undbelicf (1) ! It ſeems to put Faith to the Stretch, to 
admit, what it indeed exceeds the utmoſt Stretch of 
Imagination to conceive. Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be 
Thy Name, O Thou Father of Mercies, that Thou 
haſt contrived the Way! Eteraal Thanks to zhe Lamb 
that was flain, and to that kind Providence that ent 
the Word of this Salvation to me! Oh let me not, for 


Ten Thouſand Worlds, receive the Grace of GOD in 
vain (m) Oh impreſs this Goſpel upon my Soul, till 


its ſaving Virtue be diffuſed over every Faculty ! Let 
it not only be heard, and acknowledged, and profeſſ- 
ed, but felt! Make it Thy Power to my eternal Salva: 
tion (n); and raiſe me to that humble tender Grati- 
tude, to that active unwearied Zeal in Thy Service, 
which becomes one 7o whom /o much is forgiven (o), 
and forgiven uten /uch Terms as theſe ! | 

© T FEEL a ſudden Glow ein mine Heart, while theſe 
Tidings are ſounding in mine Ears: But Oh, let it not 
be a ſlight ſuperficial Tranſport! Oh let not this, 
which I would fain call my Chriſtian Foy be as that 
fooliſ Laughter, with which I have been fo madly in- 
chanted, /ike the crackling Blaze of Therns under 4 
Pat (p) O teach me to ſecure this mighty Bleſſing, 
this glorious Hope, in the Method which thou ha 
appointed! and preſerve me from miſtaking ihe Foy of 
Nature, while it catches a Glimpſe of its Reſcue from 
Deſtruction, for that Con/eut of Grace, which em- 
braces and enſures the Deliverance !”? 


(k) Rev. v. g. (1) Mark ix. 24. (m) 2 Cor. vi. 1. 


(n) Rom, i. 36. (0) Luke vi, 47» (p) Ecchel, vii, ©. 
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. CHAP. IX. 


A more particular Account of the Way, by 
which this Salvation 1s to be obtained. 


An Enquiry into the Way of Salvation by Chriſt being 
Suppoſed, F. 1. The Sinner is in general directed to Re- 
t:ntance and Faith, F. 2. And urged to give up all 
Self Dependence, F. 3. And to /eek Sadvation by Free 
Grace. F. 4. 4 Summary of more particular Directions 
is propoſed : F. 5. (I.) That the Sinner fhould apply to 
Chriſt, F. 6. With a deep Abborrence of his former Sint, 


And a firm Reſolution of for/aking them. F. 8. 


{2.) That he ſolemnly commit his Soul into the Hands of 
Chriſt, the great vital Act of Faith, F. 9. Which is 
exemplified at large. J. 10. (3.) That he make it in 
Fad the governing Care of his fulure Life to obey and 
imitate Chriſt. F. 11. This is the only Method of obtain- 
ing Goſpel Salvation. . 12. The Sinner deliberating on 
the Expediency of accepting it. 


&. 1. Y NOW conſider you, my dear Reader, as-com- 

& ing to me with the Enquiry, which the Jes 
once addreſſed to our Lord; Pat ſball we do, that wwe 
ay work the Works of GOD (a)? *© What Method ſhall 
take to ſecure that Redemption and Salvation, 


© which J am told Chri/t has procured for his People 


i would anſwer it as ſeriguſly, and carefully as poſſible;; 
a5 one that knows, of what Importance it is to you to 
de rightly informed; and that knows alſo, how ſtrictly 
he 1s to anſwer to Gov, for the Sincerity and Care with 


which the Reply is made. May I be enabled tc frat 


4 his Oracle (b), that is, in ſuch a Manner, as faith» 
ally to echo back what the Sacred Oraclcs teach! 


(a) John iv. 28, (b) 1 Pet, iv. 11. 
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718 A Self Dependence muſt be given up, Chap. 9. 
F. 2. Ax p here, that I may be ſure to follow the ſafeſt 


Guides, and the faireſt Examples, I muſt preach Sal- 


vation to you, in the Way of Repentance toward OD, 
and of Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift (c): That good old 
Doctrine, which the Apoſtles preached, and which no 
Man can pretend to change, but at the Peril of his Own 
Soul, and of theirs who attend to him. 

$. 3. I 6UPPosEB, that you are, by this Time, con- 
vinced of your Guilt and Condemnation, and of your 
own Inability to recover yourſelf. Let me nevertheleſs 
urge you to feel that Convidtion yet more deeply, and to 
impreſs it with yet greater Weight upon your Soul; that 
you have andere yourjelf, and that in your/elf is not your 
Help found (d). Be perſuaded therefore, expreſsly, and 


ſolemnly, and ſincerely to give up all Self- Dependence; 


which, if you do not guard againſt, will be ready to re- 
turn ſecretly, before it is ob orved, and will lead you 
to attempt building up what you have Juſt been deflroying. 
4. Be aſſured, that if ever you are ſaved, you muſt 
z{cribe that Salvation entirely to the Free Grace of GOD, 
If, guilty and miſerable as you are, you are not only 
accepted, but crowned, you muſt lay down your Crown 
with all humble Acknowledgment before the Throne (e). 
No Fleſh muſt glory in his Preſence ; but he that glorieth, 
muſt glory in the Lord: For of him are we in Chrift 
Jeſus, whoof GOD is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righte- 


2505 and Sanctification, and Redemption (f). And you 


mutt be ſenſible, you are in ſuch a State, as, having 
none of theſe in yourſelf, to need them in another, You 
muſt therefore be ſenſible, that you are ignorant and 
guilty, polluted and enflaved, or, as our Lord expreſſes 
it, with regard to ſome who were under a Chriſtian Pro- 
fefſion, that as a Sinner, you are aurtiched, and miſerable, 
and poor, a and blind, and naked (g). 
Ir theſe Views be deeply impreſſed upon your 
Mind, you will be prepared to receive what J am new 
to ſay. Hear therefore in a few Words your Duty, your 
Remedy, and your Safety; which conſiſts in this, © 'T hat 
++ you muſt apply 'o Chrifl, with a deep Abhorrence of 
As your former Sins, and a firm Reſolution of forſaking 
© them; 
c) Acts erz. 2 1. (d) Hof, xiii. 9, (e) Rev. iv, 10. 
0 1 Cor. i. 29, 30, 31. (g) Rev. iii, 17, | 


Chap. 9. and Chriſt alone be fought ib. 7 
them; forming that Reſolution in the Strength of 
«+ His Grace, and fixing your Dependence on Him, 
«© for your Acceptance with God, even while you are 
„ purpoſing to do your very beſt, and when you have 
actually done the beſt you ever will do in Conſe- 
«© quence of that Purpoſe.” 
$. 6. Tux firſt and moſt important Advice that I can 
give you in your preſent Circumſtances, is, that you look 
10 Chrift and apply your/elf to him. And here, ſay not in 
your Heart, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, to bring him 
down to me (h) s or who ſhall raiſe me up hither, to 
preſent me before him? The bleſſed Jeſus, by whom 
all Things conſiſts (i), by whom the whole Syſtem of them 
is ſupported, ** forgotten as he is by moſt that bear his 
«« Name,” 7s not far from any of as (Kk) Nor could he 
have promiſed to have been, awhere-ever Two or Three . 
are met together in his Name (1), but in Conſequence of 
thoſe truly Divine Perfections, by which he is every where 
preſent. Would you therefore, O Sinner, deſire to be 
ſaved? Go to the Saviour. Would you defire to be de- 
livered? Look to that great Deliverer: And tho” you 
ſhould be fo overwhelmed with Guilt and Shame, and 
Fear, and Horror, that you ſhould be incapable of 
{peaking to him, fall down in this ſpeechleſs Confuſion 
at his Feet; and behold him as the Lamb of G OD, that 
caketh away the Sins of the World (m). 
$. 7. BEAOLD him therefore with an attentive Eye, 
and ſay, Whether the Sight does not touch, and even 
melt thy very Heart! Doſt thou not feel, what a fooliſh, 
and what a wretched Creature thou haſt been; that for 
the Sake of ſuch low and ſordid Gratifications and Inte- 
relts, as thoſe which thou haſt been purſuing, thon 
houldſt thus Kill the Prince of Life (n)? Behold the deep 
\cunds which he bore for thee, Look on him whom thou 
+4/2 pierced, and ſurely thou muſt mourn (o), unleſs 
thine Heart be hardened into Stone. Which of thy paſt 
5125 canſt thou reflect upon, and ſay, For that it was 
* worth my while, thus to have injured my Saviour, 
aud to have expoſed the Son of Gon to ſuch Suſfer- 


E 2 4 mas?” 
(h) Rom. x. 6. (i) Col. i, 17. (k) Ads xvii. 23. 
(i) Matt. xviii. 20. (m) john * 29. ( ARAs in. 45. 


L.ech. xi, 10. 


Every Sin muſt be forſaken, Chap. 9. 
«© ings?” And what future Temptations can ariſe ſo 
conſiderable, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, For the Sake of 
«*« this, I will crucify my Lerd again (p) Sinner, hou 
muft repent ; thou muit repent of every Sin; and muſt 
forſake it: But if thou doeſt it to any Purpoſe, I well 
know it muſt be as a? the Foot of the Croſs. Thou muſt 
Sacrifice every Luft, even the deareſt; tho? it ſhould be 


like a Right Hand, or a Right Eye (q) And therefore, 


that thou mayeſt, if poſſible, be animated to it, I have 
led thee to that Altar, on which Chri/t himſelf was ſacri- 
ficed for thee, an Offering of a ſweet /melling Saveur (r). 
Thou muſt y:«/d up thy/elf ro GOD, as one alive from ihe 
Dead (s) And therefore I have ſhewed thee at what a 
Price he purchaſed thee ; for thou wwaſ? not redeemed with 
corruptille J hangs, as Silver and Gold, but awith the pre- 
cious Blood of the Sou of GOD, that Lamb without Ble- 
aniſh and without Spot (t). And now I would atk thee, 
as before the Lord, What does thine own Heart ſay to 
it? Art thou grieved for thy former Offences ? Art thou 
willing to foriake thy Sins ? Art thou willing to become 
the chearful, thanktul Servant of him, who hath pur- 
chaſed thee with his c' Blood | 
$. 8. I wiLL ſuppoſe ſuch a Parpo/e as this riſing in 
thine Heart. How determinate it is, and how effectual 
it may be, I know not: What different Views may ariſe 
hereafter, or how ſoon the preſent Senſe may wear off. 
But this I aſſuredly know, that thou wilt never fee Rea- 
fon to change theſe Views; for however thou maye! 
alter, the Lord 7e/us Chriſt is the /ame Yeflerday, T o-day, 
and for ever (u). And the Reaſons, that now recom- 
mend Repentance and Faith, as fit and as neceſſary, 
will continue invariable, as long as the Perfections of 
the Bleſſed Gop are the ſame, and as long as his Son 
continues the fame. | | 
$. 9. Bur while you have theſe Views and %% Par- 
paſes, I muſt remind you, that %u 1s not all which is 
neceſſary to your Salvation. You muſt not szly purpe/e, 
but as Gop gives Opportunity, you mult ad, as thoſe 


who are convinced of the Evil of Sin, and of the Neceſ- 


fity and Excellence of Holineſs. And that you may be 


enabled 
(p) Heb. vi. 5, (q) Matt. v. 29, 30. (r) Eph. v. 2. 
) Rom, 21. 13, (t) 1 Pets i. 18, 15, (u) Heb, xh. L. 
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enabled to do fo in other Inſtances, you muſt in the firſt 

Place, and as the firſt great Pork of GOD, (as our 
Lord himſelf calls it,) beliewe in him whom GOD hath 
n (x) e You maſt confide in him; “ muſt commit your 
Soul into the Hands of Chriſt, to be ſaved by him in 
his own appointed Method of Salvation.“ This is ze 
great Ad, of Javing Faith; and I pray Gop, that you 


may experimentally know what it means; ſo as to be 


able to ſay with the Apoſtle Paul, in the near Views of 
Death itſelf, I 4now wuhom T1 hade believed, and am per- 
/uaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
iim until that Day (y); that great decifive Day, which, 
it we are Chriftians, we have always in View, To this 
! would urge you; and Oh that J could be ſo happy as 
o engage you to it, while I am illuſtrating it in this, 
and the following Addrefſes! Be aſſured, you muſt not 
apply yourſelves immediately to G O D, as abſolutely or 
in himſelf conſidered, in the Neglect of a Mediator, It 
will neither be acceptable to him, nor ſafe for you, to 
ruſh into his Preſence, without any Regard to his own 
Son, whom he hath. appointed to introduce Sinners to 
him. And if you come otherwiſe, you come as one who 
is not à Sinner. The very Manner of preſenting the 
Addreſs will be interpreted as a Denial of that Guilt, 


wich which he knows you are chargeable: And there- 


ore he will not admit you, nor ſo much as look upon you. 
And accordingly, aur Lord, knowing how much every 
an iving was concerned in this, ſays in the moſt uni- 
verial Terms; No Man cometh unto the Father but by me (2). 

9. 10. APPLY therefore to this glorious Redeemer, 
amiable (as he will appear to every believing Eye) in 
ihe Blood which he thed upon the Croſs, and in the 
Wounds which he received there, Go to him, O Sin- 
ner, this Day, this Moment, with all thy Sins about 
thee. Go juſt as thou art; for if thou wilt never apply 
to him, til} thou art firſt righteous and holy, thou wilt 
never be righteous and holy af all; nor canſt be ſo on 
113 Zappoſition, unleſs there were ſome Way of being 
0 w1:hout him; and then, there would be no Occaſion 
'0r 2pplying to him for Righteouſaeſs ard Holineſs, 
waere indeed as if it ſhould be ſaid, that a fick Man 
E 3 ſhould 
(x) John vi. 29. (y) 2 Tim, i. 12» (2) John xiv, 6. 


82 The Language sf one ſubmitting to Chriſt. Chap. q. 
thould- defer his Application to a Phyſician, till his 
Health 1s recovered. Let me therefore repeat it without 
Offence, Go ts him juft as thou art, and ſay, (Oh that thou 
mayſt this Moment be enabled to ſay it from thy very 
Soul!) “ Bleſſed Jeſus, I am furely one of the moſt fin- 
“ful, and one of the moſt miſerable Creatures, that 
« ever fell proſtrate before Thee: Nevertheleſs I come, 
*«. becauſe J have heard that thou didſt once ſay, Come 
« wnto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and J 
«© avill give you Reſt (a). I come, becauſe T have heard, 
«© 'Thou didſt graciouſly ſay, Hin that cometh unto me, I 
«© evill in no wiſe caſt out (b). O thou Prince of Peace, 
O thou King of Glory, I am à condemned miſerable 
Sinner, I have ruined my own Soul, and am con- 
«© demned for ever, if thou doſt not help me and ſave 
„ me. I have broken thy Father's Law, and thine, 
for Thou art one with him (c). I have deſerved Con- 
% demnation and Wrath; and I am, even at this very 
„Moment, under a Sentence of everlaſting Deſtruction: 
* A Deftruction, which will be aggravated by all the 
„Contempt which I have caſt upon Thee, O tho 
«© bleeding Lamb of O D.: For l cannet, and will not 


«© diflemble it before thee, that I have wronged Thee, b 
«© moſt baſely and ungratefully wronged Thee, under te 
<« the Character of a Saviour, as well as of a Lord. L 
„But now, I am willing to ſubmit to Thee; and ] have of 
«© brought my poor trembling Soul, ta lodge it in thine ſer 
Hands, if thou wilt condeſcend to receive it; and if ki, 
« thou doſt not, it muſt periſh. O Lord, I lie at thy thr 
„ Feet: Stretch out thy Goldes Sceptre that JI may hit hay 


« (d)? Yea, if it pleaſs the King, let the Life of my Soul inſc 
« be given me at my Petition (e) ] J have no Treaſure, | 
« wherewith to purchaſe it; I have no Equivalent ts 
give thee for it: But if that compaſſionate Heart of 
«« thine can find a Pleaſure in faving one of the molt 
« diftrefſed Creatures under Heaven, that Pleaſure thou 
„ mayſt here find. O Lord, F have fooliſhly attempted 
to be mine own Saviour; but it will not do. I am 
«« ſenſible the Attempt is vain ;z and therefore I give!" 
Ll: * over, and /cok unto Thee, On Thee, bleed Jeſa, * 
' () Matt, xi, 28. (b) John vi. 37. (e) John x. 30 
ll | (% Kah. iv. 11, (e) Eüh. vii. 3. : | 


Chap. 9. The Life mu be anſiuerable to it. 83. 
art. /are and ſtedfaſt, do I defire to fix my Anchor. On 
«« Thee, as the only ſure Foundation, would I build 
„ my eternal Hopes. To thy Teaching, O thou un- 
«« erring Prophet of the Lord, would I ſubmit: Be thy 
HDoctrines ever fo myſterious, it is enough for me that 
i© Thou Thyſelf haſt ſaid it. To thine Atonement, 
„ Obedience, and Interceſſion, O Thou holy and ever 
acceptable High-Prieft, would I truſt. And to thy 
Government, O Thou exalted Sovereign, would I 


« yield a willing, delightful Subjection: In Token of. 
«* Reverence and Love, I 4% the Son (f); I kiſs the 


« Ground before his Feet. I admit Thee, O my 
Saviour, and welcome thee with unutterable Joy, to 
«+ the Throne in my Heart. Aſcend it, and reign there 
for ever! Subdue mine Enemies, O Lord, for they 
„are thine; and make me thy faithful, and zealous 
Servant; faithful to Death, and zealous to Eternity. 
F. 11, SUCH as this muſt be the Language of your 
very Heart before the Lord. But then remember, thar” 
in Conſequence hereof it muft be the Language of your 
Life too. The unmeaning Words of the has be 
a vain Mockery. The moſt affectionate Tranſport of 
the Paſſion, ſhould it be tranſient and ineffectual, would 
be but like @ Blaze of Straw, preſented inſtead of In- 
cenſe at his Altar. With ſuch Humility, with ſuch 
Love, with ſach cordial Self-Dedication and Submiſſion 


of Soul, muſt thou often proſtrate thyſelf, in the Pre- 


ſence of Chrift; and then thou muſt go away, and keep 
him in thy Views muſt go away, and live unto Gon 


thro! him, denying Ungodline/s and Worldly Luſts, and be- 


having thyſelf /oberly, rightcouſly, and godly in this vain 
inlaaring World (g). You muſt make it your Care, to 
Mew your Love by Obedience; by forming yourſelf as 
much as poſſible, according to the Temper and Manner 
of Fe/as, in whom you believe: You muſt make it the 
great Point of your Ambition, (and a nobler View you 
cannot entertain, ) to be a living Image of Chriſt; that ſo 
far as Circumſtances will allow, even thoſe who have 
heard and read but little of him, may, by obſerving, 
you, in ſome Meaſure ſee and know what Kind of a Life 
tat of the Blefſed Jeſus was, And this muſt be your 

| E 4. conſtant 


(i) Pfl. l. 12. (8) Tit. B. 12. 
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84 This is the only Way of Salvation. Chap. g. 


conſtant Care, your prevailing Character, as long as you 
hve. You mult follow him, whitherſcever he leads you; 
muſt fellow, WI. A 4 Cre on your Shoulder, when ke 
commands you to 7a#e it g (h); and fo muſt be faith- 
ful even unto Death, expecting the Crown of Lift (i). 

F. 12, TH1s, fo far as J have been able to learn from 
the Word cf Gov, is the May to Safety and Glory; 
the ſureſt, the only Way you can take. Tis the Way, 
which every faithful Miniſter of Chrift has trod, and is 
treading; and the Way, to Which, as he tenders the 
Salvation of his own Soul, he muſt direct others. We 
cannot, we would not alter it, in Favour of ourfelves, or 
1 of our deareſt Friends. It is the Way, in which alone, 
f | ſo far as we can judge, it becomes the Bleſſed GC OD to ſave 
1 Bis Apeftate Creatures, And therefore, Reader, I befeech 
and intreat you, ſeriouſly to conſider it; and let your 
own Conſcience anſwer, as in the Preſence of Gon, 
| whether you are willing to acquieſce in it, or not. Hut 
| know, that 70 reje# it, is thine Eternal Death. For as 
1 here is no eiher Name under Heawen given among Men 
| eubercby aue can be ſaved (k), but this of Jet of Na- 
1 zareth, ſo there is no other Method but this, in whick 
1 Jeſus himfelf will fave us. 


The Sinner deliberating on the Expedienty off falling in 
| with this Met bed of Salvation. | 


6 ONSIDER, O my Soul, what Anfwer wilt 
thou return to ſuch Propoſals as theſe? Surety, 
if I were to ſpeak the firſt Dictate of this corrupt and 
* degenerate Han, it would be, This is A hard Saying, 
* and who can hear it (i)? To be thus humbled, thus 
% mortified, thus ſubjected! To tate /uch a Yoke upon 6c 
„ me, and to carry it as long as I live! To give up 6 
« every darling Luſt, tho' dear to me as & Right Eve, 64 
! ** and ſeemingly neceſſary as a Right Hand! To ſubmit, ” 
% not only my Life, but my Heart, to the Command « 
* and Dicipline of another! To Rave a Maſter there, "x 
* and /ucb a Maſter, as will controul many of its f. 5 1 
<«, yourite Affections, and direct them quite into another 3 
Channel! 4 Mafter, who himſelf repreſents His Com- 4. 


£6 mands, 


- Ky 
99 F ——  I_ 


| (bh) Matt. xvi, 24. (i) Rev. ii. 13. (k) Ads iv. 12 
1 (J) John vi. Go, | ; | 
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Chap. 9. The Sinner deliberating what to do; 85 


mands, by taking up the Croſs and following Him + 
To adhere to theftricteft Rules of Goalineſ and Sobri- 
ety, of Righteouſne/s and Truth; not departing from 
them, in any allowed Inftance, great or ſmall, upon 
any Temptation, for any Advantage, to eſcape any 
Inconvenience and Evil, no, not even for the Preſer- 
vation of Life itſelf ; but, upon a proper Call of Pro- 
vidence, to act as if I hated even my own Life (m) / 
Lord, it is hard to Fleth and Blood: And yet] per- 
ceive and feel, there is ove Demand yet harder than 
this. 5 

„Wär all theſe Precautions, with all theſe Morti- 
fcations, the Pride of my Nature would find ſome 
inward Reconrſe of Pleaſure, might I but ſecretly 


think that I had been my oaun Saviour; that my own 
* Wiidom, and my own Reſolution, had broken the 


Bands and Chains of the Enemy ; and that I. had 
drawn out of my own Treaſures, the Price with 
which my Redemption was purchaſed. But muſt I 
lie down before another, as guilty and condemned, 
as weak and helpleſs? and mutt the Obligation be 
multiplied, and muſt a Mediator have His Share too? 
Mult I go 70 the Croſs for my Salvation, and ſeek my 
Glory from the Infamy of that? Muſt I be ſtripped: 
of every pleaſing Pretence to Righteouſneſs, and 
ttand in this Reſpect upon a Level with the vileſt of 
Men? /and at the Bar amongſt the greateſt Crimi- 


nals, p/eading Guilty with them, and ſeeking Deliver- 


ance by that very AG of Grace, whereby they have: 
obtained it ? „C 

I] dare not deliberately ſay, This Method is unrea- 
ſonable. My Conſcience teſtifies, that IL have ſinned 
und cannot be juſti ſied before Gop, as$ an innocent, 
1d obedient Creature. My Conſcience tells me, that 
:11 theſe humbling Circumſtances are fit: That it is 
l, a convicted Criminal ſhould be brought upon his 


* knees: That a captive Rebel ſhould give up the 
© V.eapons of his Rebellion, and bow before his Sove- 


* 1cipn,” if he expect his Life. Vea, my Reaſon, as 


Vw 


„eas my Conſcience, tells me, that it is fit and ne- 


60 cellary, that if I am faved at all, I ſhould be ſaved} 


| | E35 5 from: 
(m) Luke xiv. 26. | 
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85 The Sinner deliberating what to do. Chap. 9. 


from the Power and Love of Sin, as well as from the 


** Condemnation of it; and that if Sovereign Mercy 
gives me a new Life, after having deſerved eternal 
a dec it is moſt fit, I ſhould yield my/elf to GO D, as 
«« alive from the Dead (n). But, Oh wretched Man that 
Ian, I fel a Law in my Members, that wars again/? 
n the Law of my Mind (o), and oppoſes the Conviction 
of my Reaſon and Conſcience. Who hall deliver me 
* from this Bondage? Who ſhall make me willing to 
, do that, which I know in my own Soul to be moſt 
< expedient? O Lord, ſubdue my Heart, and let nor 
© be drawn ſo ſtrongly one Way, while the nobler 
„ Powers of my Mind would direct it another! Con- 
quer every licentious Principle within, that it may 
„ be my Joy to be ſo wiſely governed, and reftrained | 
* Eſpecially, fubdue my Pride, that Lordly Corrupiion, 
„ which ſo ill ſuits an impoveriſhed and a condemned 
«« Creature; that Thy Way of Salvation be made 
c amiable to me, in Proportion to the Degree in which 
« it is humbling! I feel a Diſpoſition to /inger in So- 


dom, but Oh be merciful to me, and pull me out of it (p], 


** before the Storm of Thy flaming Vengeance fall, 
and there be no more Eſcaping !”? 


6e) Rom. vi. 13. (e] Rom. vii. 23, 24+ (A] Gen. Aix. 16. | 
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The Sinner ſeriouſly urged and intreated to 


accept of Salvation in this Way. 


3 


Since many -who hawe been impreſſed ith theſe Things 
ſuffer the Impreſſion to wear off in vain, J. 1. Strongly / 


as the Caſe ſpeaks for itſelf, Sinners are to be intreated 
to accept this Salvation. . 2. Atcordingly the Reader 


1s. intreated, (1.) By the Majeſty and Mercy of GOD- 


F. 3. (z.) By the dying Love of our Lord Tefus Chriſt : 
F. 4. (3-) By the Repard due to Fellow-Creatures : \. - 
5. (4) By the Worth of his ou Immortal Soul. F. 6. 
The Matter is ſolemnly. left with the Reader, as before 
GOD. F. 7. The Sinner yielding to thefe Intreaties, 


and declaring his Acceptance of Salvation. by Chriſt.” 


C14 HUS far have 1 often known Convictions 
and Impreſſions to ariſe, (if I might judge 


dy the ſtrongeſt Appearances,) which after all have worn 


off again. Some unhappy Circumſtance of external 


Temptation, ever joined by the inward Reluctance of an 


unſanctifſied Heart to this holy and humbling Scheme of 
Redemption, has been the Ruin of Multitudes. And 
ro“ the Deceitfulne(s Sin, they have been hardened (a), 
£1}! they ſeem to have been u/terly deſtroned, and tbat 
without Remedy (b). And therefore, O thou immortak 
Creature, who art now reading theſe Lines, I beſeech 


thee, that while Affairs are in this critical Situations. 


while there are theſe Balancings of Mind, between ac 
cepting and Tang, that glorious Goſpel, which, is 


zue Integrity of my Heart, I have now been laying be- 


E 6 
(=] Heb, i. 23. [b) Prov. Ain. . 
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fore you, you would once more give me an attentive 


Audience, while I plead in God's Behalf, (ſhall 1 ſay ?) 


er rather in your own: While as an Embaſſador from 
you in Chriſt's Stead, that you would be reconciled to G O D 
(c); and would not after theſe Awakenings and theſe 
Enquiries, by a Madneſs which it will ſurely be the 
doleful Buſineſs of a miſerable Eternity to lament, reje# 
this compaſſionate Counſel of G O D towards you. 

$. 2. OnE would indeed imagine, there ſhould be ne 
Need of Importunity here. One would conclude, that 
as ſoon as perithing Sinners are told, that an offended Gop 
15 ready to be reconciled ; that he offers them a full Par-. 
don for all their aggravated Sins; yea, that he is willing 
to adopt them into his Family now, that he may at 
length admit them to his Heavenly Preſence; all ſhoutd 
with the utmoſt Readineſs and Pleafure embrace 7 kind 
2 Meſlage, and fall at his Feet in ſpeechleſs Tranſports 
of Aſtoniſnment, Gratitude, and Joy. But alas, we find 


it much otherwiſe. We ſee Multitudes quite unmoved, 


and the Imprefſions which are made on many more, are 
feeble and tranſient. Left it ſhould be thus with you, 
O Reader, let me urge the Meſſage with which ! = 
the Honour to be charged: Let me intreat you 70 be re- 
conciled io GOD, and to accept of Pardon and Salvation 
in the Way in which it is fo freely offered to you, _ 

$. 3, II N TREAT you, © by the Majz/ty of that GOD, 
jn whoſe Name I come;” whoſe Voice fills all Hea- 


ven with Reverence and Obedience. He ſpeaks not in 


vain, to Legions of Angels; but if there could be any 


Contention among thoſe bleſſed Spirits, it would be, 


who ſhould be firſt to execute his Commands, Oler 
him not ſpeak in vain to a-wretched Mortal! J intreat 
you, © byſthe Terrors of his Frath,” who could ſpeak to 
you in IH hunder; who could by one fingle Act of his 
Will, cut off this precarious Life of yours, and fend you 
down'to Hell. 1 beſeech you“ by His Mercies, by His 
„fender Mercies; by the Bowels of his Compaſſion, 
which {till yearn over you; as thoſe of a Parent over a 
dear Son, over a tender Child, whom notwithſtanding 
his former ungrateful Rebellions, he carwe/t/y _— 
WE 2 
fc) 2 Cor, v. 20. 


Chap. 10. By the Love of a dying Redeemer. 89 
ill (d]. I beſeech and intreat you, by all this gater- 
nal Goodneſs,” that you do not (as it were) compet 
him to loſe the Character of the gentle Parent, in that 
of the righteous Judge; ſo that (as He threatens with 
Regard to thoſe whom he hath juſt called bs Sons and 
bis Daughters ;) a Fire ſhall be kindled in his Anger, which 
{ould burn uifto the low? Hell (e). TO 
$. 4. 1 BESEECH you farther, © by the Name and 
Loe of our dying Saviour,” I befeech you, by all 
the Condeſcenſion of His Incarnation ; by that Poverty 
to which he voluntairly ſubmitted, at you might be in- 
1 ched with Eternal Treaſures (f); by all the gracious 
Invitations which he gave, which {ſtill found in his Word, 
and fill coming (as it were) warm from his Heart, are 
/weeter than Heney or the Haney-Cemb (g). I beſeech 
vou, by all his glorious Works of Power and of Won- 
cer, which were alſo Works of Love. I beſeech you, 
ny the Memory of the moſt benevolent Perſon, and the 
moſt generous Friend. I beſeech you, by the Memory 
of what he ſuffered, as well as of what he ſaid and did; 
by she Agony which he endured in the Garden, when bis 
Body was covered with a Dew of Blood (h). I befeech 
you, by all that tender Diſtreſs which he felt, when his. 
deareſt Friends for/ook him and fled (i), and his Bloods. 
thirſty Enemies dragged him away, like the meaneſt of 
Slaves, and like the vileſt of Criminals. I beſeech you, 
by the Blows and Bruiſes, by the Stripes and Laſhes,, 
which this injured Sovereign endured while in their re- 
bellious Hands; by the Shame of Spitting, from which he. 
hid not that kind and venerable Ceuntenance (k). I be- 
icech you, by ihe Purple Rabe, the Sceptre of Reed, and 
he Crown of Thorns, which this King of Glory wore, that 
he might /et us among the Princes of Heaven (I). I be- 
leech you, by the heavy Burden of be Crofs, under 
which he panted, and toiled, and fainted, in the pain- 
fu! Way to Golgetha (m), that he might free us from the 
Burden of our Sins. I beſeech you, by the Remem- 
brance of thoſe rude Nails, that tore the Veins and Ar- 
teries, the Nerves and Tendons of his Sacred Hands and 


Feed; 
(4) fer. XXXi, 20. (e) Deut. xxxii. 19, 22» (f) 2 Cor. viii. 89 
(3) Pal. xix. 10, (h) Luke xxii. 44. (1) Matt, xxvi, 36. 


(*) Lai. I. 6. (1) Plal, Sil. 8. (u) Joha xis, 17 


90 By all that Chriſ did and ſuffered: Chap. 10. 
Feet; and by that invincible; that triumphant Goodneſs, 
which while the Iron pierced his Fleſh, engaged him to 
cry out, Father, forgive them, for they knows not what, 
ey do (n). I beſeech you, by that unutterable Anguiſh 
which he bore, when lied up upon the Crofs, and extend-- 
ed there as on a Rack, for ſix painful Hours, that you 
open your Heart to thoſe attractivelnfluences which have 
drawn to him Thouſands and Ten Thouſands (o). 1 
beſeech you by all that Inſult and Derifion, which the 
Lord of Glory bore there (p); by that parching Thir/? 
which could hardly obtain the Relief of Vinegar (q); by 
that doleful Cry, ſo aſtoniſhing in the Mouth of the only 
Begoiten of the Father, My GOD, my EOD, why haſt 
thou forſaken me (r) 1 beſeech you, by that Grace that 
ſubdued and pardoned @ «dying Mali factor (s); by that: 
Compaſſion for Sinners, by that Compaſſion. for you, 
which wrought in his Heart, long as its vital Motion 
continued, and which ended not when he bowwed bis Head, 
meg It is finiſhed, and game up the Ghoſt (t). I beſeech 
you, by the Triumphs of that Reſurrection by which he 
was declared to be the Sen of GOD cuith Poaver, by the. 
Spirit of Flolineſs which wrought te accompliſh it (u); 
by that gracious Tenderneſs which attempered all thoſe 
Triumphs, when he ſaid to ger cut of whom he bad cat 
Seven Dewils, concerning his Diſciples, who had treated 
him ſo baſely, Go, tell my Brethren, I aſcend unto my Fa- 
ther and your Father, unto my GOD and your GOD (x). 
J beſeech you, by that Condeſcenſion, with which he 
faid to Thomas when his Unbelief had made ſuch an 
unreaſonable Demand, Reach hither thy Finger, and be- 
hold my Hands, and reach hither thine Hand and put it to 
my Side; and be not faithlc/s but believing (y). I beſeech 
you, by that generous and faithful Care of his People, 
which he carried up with him to the Regions of Glory, 
and which engaged him to fend down +zs Spirit, in that 
rich Profuſion _ miraculous Gifts, to ſpread the Progreſs 
of his ſaving Word (2). I beſeech you, by that Voice 
of Sympathy and Power, with which he /aid to Saul, 
| | Ee while 
(n) Luke xxii 34. (o) John xii, 32. (p) Matt. xxvii. 39,44 
(e) John xx. 28, 239. (r) Matt. xxvn. 46, (5) Luke xxili. 42, 42 
(t) Jo: xx. 30. (v) Rom. i. 4. (x) John xa, 17 
(y) Joh xx. 27, (z) Ats u. 33. p 
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Chap. 10. By the Regard that is due to others? gr 
while injuring his Church, Saul, Saul, why penſecuteſt 
thou me (a) ? by that generous Goodneſs, which ſpared 
that proſtrate Enemy, when he lay trembling at his Feet, 
and raiſed him to ſo high a Dignity, as to be not inferior 
to the very A Apoſtles (b). I beſeech you by the 
Memory of all that Cyriſt hath already done, by the 
Expectation of all he will farther do for his People, I 
beſeech you, at once, by the Sceptre of his Grace, and 
by the Sword of his Juſtice, with which all his incorri- 
gible Enemies ſhall be ain before bim (e), that you do 
not trifle away theſe precious Moments, while his Spi- 
rit is thus breathing upon you; that you do not loſe 
an Opportunity which may never return, and on the 


Improvement of which your Eternity depends. 
$. 5. I BESEECH you, ** by all the Baue of Com 


« paſſion which you owe to the faithful Minifters of 


„ Chrift;” who are ſtudying and labouring, preaching 
and praying, wearing out their Time, exhauſting their 
Strength, and very probably, ſhortening their Lives, 
for the Salvation of your Soul, and of Souls like yours. 
J beſeech you, by the Affection, with which all that 
love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, long to fee you 
brought back to him. I beſeech you by the Friend- 
ſhip of the Living, and by the Memory of the Dead; 
by the Ruin of thoſe who have trifled away their Days, 


and are periſhed in their Sins, and by the Happineſs of 


thoſe who have embraced the Goſpel, and are ſaved by 
it. I beſeech you, by the great ExpeQation of that im 
portant Day, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from. 
Heaven (d); by the Terrors of a _ World (e); by 
the Sound of the Arch Angel's Trumpet (t) ; and of that 
infinitely more awful Sentence, Come, ye Bleſſed, and De- 
2 ye Curſed, with which that grand Solemnity ſhalt 
cloſe (g). 5 

OY 951 BESEECH you finally, by ur 007 Precious: 
and immortal Soul;” by the ſure Proſpect of a dying 
Red, or of a ſudden Surprize into the Inviſible State; 
and as you would feel one Spark of Comfort in your 
departing Spirit, when your Fleſp and your Heart are 


failing. 
(a) Acts iz, 4. (d) 2 Cor. xii. 17. 4) Luke xix. a. 
$4). 2 Theſſ. i. 7 (e) 2 Pet. iii. 10. (. 1 Thetfk iv, 16. 


8] Matt. xxv, 34, 4% 


r 


92 Aud by the Wirth of his own Soul, Chap, 10. 
failing. I beſeech you, by your own Perſonal Appear- 
ance before the Tribunal of Chriſt, (for a Perſonal Ap- 
pearance it muſt be, even to them who now fit on Thrones 
of their own 3} by all the Tranſports of the Bleſſed, and 
by all che Agonies of the Damned, the one or the other: 
of which mult be your everla ſting Portion. I affection- 
ately intreat and beſeech you, in the Strength of all theſe 
united Confiderations, as you will anſwer it to me, who 
may in that Day be ſummoned to teſtify againſt you; 
and, which is unſpeakably more, as you will anſwer it 
to your own Conſcience, as you will anſwer it to the 
Eternal Judge; that you diſmiſs not theſe Thoughts, 
theſe Meditati Hons, and theſe Cares, till you have brought 
Matters to a happy Iſſue; till you have made a reſolute 
Choice of Chrift, and his appointed Way of Salvation, 
and till you have ſolemnly devoted yourſelf to Gop in 
the Bonds of an everlaſting Covenant. 

6. 7. Anp thus I leave the Matter before you, and 
before the Lord. I have cold you my Errand; I have 
diſcharged my Embaſſy, Stronger Arguments 1 cannot 
uſe; more endearing and more awful Conſiderations I 
cannot ſuggeſt. Chaſe therefore, whether you will go 
cot (as it were) clothed in Sackcloth, to caſt yourſelf at 
the Feet of him who now ſends you theſe equitable and 
gracious Terms of Peace and Pardon; or, whether you 
will hold it out, till he appears Sword in Hand, to reckon 
with you for your Treaſons and your Crimes, and for this 
neglected Embaſſy among the reſt of them. Fain would 
I hope the beſt; nor can I believe, that %%, Labour of 
Love ſhall be fo entirely unſucceſsful, that not one Soul 
ſhall be brought to the Foot of Chriſt in cordial Sub- 
miſlion and humble Faith. Tate abi you therefore 
Words, and turn unte the Lord (h); and Oh that thoſe 
which follow might, in Effect at leaſt, be the genuine 
Language of every one that reads them ! 


The Sinner yielding 1% theſe Trireaties, and declaring bis 
Acct lancé of Salvation by Cbriſt. 


LESSED Lord, it is enough ! It is too much!. 
durely there needs not this Variety of Argu- 
* ments, 


() Hof, xiv 2. 
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ments, this Importunity of Perſuaſion, to court me 
to be happy, to prevail upon me to accept of Pardon, 
of Life, of Eternal Glory. Compaſſionate Saviour, 
my Soul is ſubdued; ſo that I truſt, the Language 
of Thy Grief is become that of my Penitence, and I 
may ſay, My Heart is melted like Max in the Midft of 
my Borvels (1). 
O gracious Redeemer! I have already neglected 
Thee too long. I have too often injured Thee; have 
crucified Thee afreſb by my Guilt and Impenitence, 
as if J had taken Pleaſure in putting thee to an open 
Shame (k). But my Heart now bows itfelf before 
Thee, in humble unfeigned Submiſſion. I deſire ts 
make no Terms with Thee but theſe, that I may 
be entirely Thine. I chearfully preſent Thee with a 
Blank, intreating Thee, that thou wilt do me the 
Honour to ſignify upon it, what is thy Pleaſure. 
Teach me, O Lord, what thou would/i have me to 
Ao For I defire to learn the Leſſon, and to learn it 
that I may practiſe it. If it be more than my feeble 
Powers can anſwer, Thou wilt, J hope, give me 
more Strength; and in that Strength I will ſerve. 
Thee. O receive a Soul, which Thou haſt made 
willing to be thine ! 8 0 
No more, O Bleſſed Je, no more is it neceſſary 
to Beſeech and intreat me. Permit me rather to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to Thee, with all the Importunity of a 
periſhing Sinner, that, at length; ſees and knows, 
there is Salvation in no other (1) Permit me now, 
Lord, to come, and throw myſelf at thy Feet, like 
a helpleſs Outcaſt, that has no Shelter but in Thy 
generous Compaſſion! like one perſuaded by the Aven- 
ger of Blood, and ſeeking carneftly an Admittance 
into the City of Refuge (m). | 
ais for the Lord, my Soul doth wait; and in 
Thy Ward do TI hope (n), that Thou wilt receive me 
graciouſly (o). My Soul confides in thy Goodnels, 
and adores it. I adore the Patience, which has borne 
with me ſo long; and the Grace that now makes me 
heartily willing to be Thine; to be Thine on Thine 
© OWN 
(i) Pfal. xzii. 14. (k) Heb. vi. 6. (1) As iv. 12, 


(m) Jeſh. xx. 2, 3. (n) Plai, CXXX. 5. (o) Hoſ. xiv. 2. 


94 The Sinner willing to accept of Chrift, Chap. 10. 
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own Terms, Thine on any Terms. Ob ſecure this 
treacherous Heart to Thyſelf! Oh unite me to Thee 
in ſuch inſeparable Bonds, that none of the Allure- 
ments of Fleſh and Blood, none of the Vanities of an 
inſnaring World, none of the Solicitations of ſinful 
Companions, may draw me back from Thee, and 
plunge me into new Guilt and Ruin! Be Surety, O 
Lord, fer thy Servant for Good (p); that I may ſtifl 
keep my Hold on Thee, and ſo on Eternal Life; till 
at length I know more fully, by joyful and ever- 
laſting Experience, how compleat a Saviour Thon 
art! Amen. 


(p) Pal, cxix, 123. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XL 


A Solemn Addreſs to thoſe, who will not 
be perſuaded to fall in with the Deſign of 
the Goſpel. 


Univerſal Succeſs not to be expeted: F. 1. Vet, as un- 
willing abſolutely ta give up any, the Author addreſſes, 
(J.) Zo thoſe who doubt of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
urging an Enquiry into its Evidences, and directing 10 
proper Methods for that Purpoſe. F. 2.—4. (2.) Ts 
thoſe who determine ta give it up without further Exa- 
mination, F. 6. And preſume 1s ſet themſelves to oppoſe 
it. F. 6. (3.) To thoſe wha ſpeculatively afſent ts 
Chriftianity as true, and yet will fit down without any 
practical wee to its moſt important and acknowledge 
e Truths. Such are diſmiſſed with a Repreſentation 
F the Abſurdity of their Conduct on their own Prin- 
cipler; F. 7, 8. With a ſolemn Warning of its fatal 
Conſequences ; F. 9, 10. And a compaſſionate Prayer, 

| {introduced F. 11.) which concludes the Chapter, and 
this Part of the Work. 


S. 1.Y WOULD humbly hope, that the preceding 
Chapters will be the Means of awakening ſome 

Kupid and inſenſible Sinners; the Means of convincing 
them of their Need of Goſpel-Salvation, and of engags» 
ing ſome cordially to accept it. Vet, I cannot flatter ' 
myſelf ſo far, as to hope this ſhould be the Caſe with 
regard to all, into whoſe Hands this Book ſhall come. 
What am J, alas, better than. my Fathers (a), or better 
than my Brethren, who have in all Ages been repeating 
their Complaint, with regard to Multitudes, that they 
| Save 

(a) 1 Kings xix, 4+ | 


95 Fe is once more called to confider, Chap. 11, 


haue firetched out their Hands all Day long to a diſobedient 
and gainſaving People (b)! Many ſuch may, perhaps, 
be found, in the Number of my Readers: Many, on 
whom, neither Conſiderations of Terror, nor of Love, 
will make any deep and laſting Impreſſion : Many, who 
as our Lord learnt by Experience to expreſs it, when abe 
pie to them, avill not dance, end when wwe mourn unto 
them, avill not lament (c). I can ſay no more to perſuade 
them, if they make light of what I have already ſaid. 
Here therefore we mult part; in this Chapter I muſt 
take my Leave of them; aud, Oh that I could do it in 
ſuch a Manner, as to fix at parting, ſome Conviction up- 
on their Hearts; that tho' I ſeem to leave them for a 
little while, and ſend them back to review again the 
former Chapters, as thoſe in which alone they have any 
preſent Concern, they might ſoon, as it were, overtake 
me again, and find a Suitableneſs in the remaining Part 
of this Diſcourſe, which at preſent they cannot poſſibly 
find, Unhappy Creatures! I quit you as a Phyſician 
quits a Patient whom he loves, and is juſt about to give 
over as incurable: He returns again and again, and re- 
examines the ſeveral Symptoms, to obſerve whether there 
be not ſome one of them more fayourable than the reſt, 

which may encourage a renewed Application, 
$. 2. So would I once more return to you. | You do 
not find in yourſelf any Diſpoſition to embrace the Gof- 
pel, to apply yourſelf to Chris, to give yourſelf up to 
the Service of Gov, and to make Religion the Buſineſs 
of your Life. But if I cannet prevail upon you to do 
this, let me engage you, at leaſt, to anſwer me, or rather 
to anſwer your own Conſcience, * Why you will not 
„do it?“ Is it owing to any ſecret Diſbelief of the 
great Principles of Religion ? If it be, the Caſe is differ- 
ent from what J have yet conſidered, and the Cure muſt 
be different. This is not a Place to combat with the 
Scruples of Infidelity. Nevertheleſs I would defire you 
ſerioufly to enquire, ** How far thoſe Scruples extend.“ 
Do they affe& only ſome particular Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, on which my Argument bath turned; or do 
they affect the whole Chriſtian Revelation? Or do they 
reach yet farther, and extend themielves to Natural Re- 
ligion, 

(b) Rom. x, 21. (c) Matt. zi. 17. 


Chap. 11. what is the Reaſon of his Unbelief, or 


ligion, as well as Revealed, ſo that it ſhould be a Doubt 
with you, Whether there be any GO D, and Providence, 
and Future State, or not? As theſe Caſes are all different, 
ſo it will be of great Importance to diſtinguiſſi the one 
from the other; that you may know, on WHat Principles 
to build as certain, in the Examination of thoſe concern- 


ing which you are yet in Doubt. But whatever theſe 


Doubts are, I would farther aſk you, How one have 
they continued, and what Method have you taken to 
get them reſolved? Do you imagine, that in Matters 
of ſuch Moment, it will be an allowable Cafe for you to 
trifle on, neglecting to enquire into the Evidence of theſe 


Things, and then plead your not being ſatisfled in that 


Evidence, as an Excuſe for not acting according to them? 


Muft not the Principles of common Senſe aſſure you, that 
if theſe Things be true, (as when you talk of doubting 
about them, you acknowledge it, at leaſt, poſſible they 
may,) they are of infinitely greater Importance than any 
of the Affairs of Life, whether of Buſineſs or Pleafure, 
ſor the Sake of which you neglect them? Why then do 
you continue indolent and unconcerned, from Week to 
Week, and from Month to Month, which probably 
Conſcience tells you is the Caſe? 

$. 3. Do you aſk, © Wha! Method you ſhould take 70 
« be re/ooved?” It is no hard Queſtion. Open your 
Eyes: Set yourſelf to think: Let Conſcience ſpeak ; 
and verily do] believe, that if it be not ſeared in an un- 
common Degree, you will find ſhrewd Forebodings of 

the Certainty, both of Natural and Revealed Religion, 
and of the abſolute Neceſſity of Repentance, Faith and 
Holineſs, to a Life of future Felicity. If you are a 
Perſon of any Learning, you cannot but know, by what 
Writers, and in what 'T' reatiſes, theſe great Truths are 
defended. And if you are not, you may find, in almoſt 
every Town and Neighbourhood, Perſons capable of in- 
forming you in the main Evidences of Chriſtianity, and 
of anſwering ſuch Scruples againſt it as unlearned Minds 
may have met with. Set yourſelf then, in the Name of 
Gov, immediately to conſider the Matter. If you ſtudy 
at all, bend your Studies cloſe this Way; and zrifle not 
with Mathemaiicks, or Poetry, or Hiftory, or Law, or 


Phyfick, (which are all comparatively light as a Feather, 


while 
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while you nectlect hit. Study the Argument, as for your 
Life; for much more than Life depends on it. See how 
far you are ſatisfied, and why that Satisfaction reaches no 


farther. Compare Evidences on both Sides. And above 


all, conſider the Deſign and Tendency of the New Te/ta- 
ment. See to what it will lead you, and all them that 
cordially obey it; and then ſay, whether it be not good. 


And conſider, how naturally its Truth is connected with 


its Goodneſs. Trace the Character and Sentiments of its 
Authors, whoſe living Image (if I may be allowed the 
Expreſſion,) is ftill preſerved in their Writings. And 
then, aſk your own Hearts, Can you think this was a 
Forgery ? an impious cruel Forgery? For ſuch it muſt 
have been, if it were a Forgery at all ; a Scheme to mock 
Gor, and to ruin Men, even the beſt of Men, ſuch as 
reverenced Conſcience, and would abide all Extremities 


for what they apprehended to be Truth. Put the Quel- 


tion to your own Heart, Can J in my Conſcience believe 
it to be ſuch an Impoſture ? Can I look up to an Onne- 
ſcient GOD, and ſay, O Lord, Thou knoweſt, that 
«© jit is in Reverence to Thee, and in Love to Truth and 
«« Virtoe, that I reje&t this Book, and the Method to 
„ Happineſs here laid down?“ | 5 

F. 4. Bor there are Dificulties in the Way. And 
what then? Have thoſe Difficulties never been cleared ? 


Go to the living Advocates for Chriſtianity, to thoſe of 


whoſe Abilities, Candor, and Piety, you have the beſt 
Opinion; if your Prejudices will give you Leave to have 
a good Opinion of any ſuch: Tell them your Difficul- 
ties: Hear their Solutions: Weigh them ſeriouſly, as 
thoſe who know they muſt anſwer it to Gop: And while 
Doubts continue, follow the Truth as far as it will lead 
you, and take Heed that you do not zmpri/on it in Un- 
righteoune/s (d). Nothing appears more inconſiſtent and 
abſurd, than for a Man ſolemnly to pretend Diſſatisfac- 
tion in the Evidences of the Goſpel, as a Reaſon why 
he cannot in Conſcience be a thorough Chriſtian; when 
yet at the ſame Time he violates the moſt apparent Dic- 
tates of Reaſon and Conſcience, and hves in Vices con- 
demned even by the Heathens. O Sirs, Chri/t has judg- 
ed concerning ſuch, and judged moſt righteouſly and moſt 

wiſely ; 

{9) Rom. i. 18. 
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wiſely; They de Evil, and therefore 7hey hate the Light, 
neither came they to the Light, left their Deeds ſhould be made 
mani feſt, and be reproved (e). But there is a Ligbt, that 
will make manifet and reprove their Works, to which they 
ſhall be compelled to come, and the painful Scrutiny of 
which they ſhall be forced to abide. 

$. 5. In the mean Time, if you are determined to en- 
quire ao farther into the Matter now, give me Leave at 
leaſt, from a ſincere Concern, that you may not heap 
upon your Head more aggravated Ruin, to intreat you, 
that you would be cautious how you expoſe yourſelf to 
yet greater Danger, by what you muſt yourſelf own to 
be unneceſſary, I mean, Attempts to prevent others from 
believing the Truth of the Goſpel. Leave them, for Gop's 
Sake, and for your own, in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Pleaſures, 
and thoſe Hopes, which nothing but Chriſtianity can 
cive them; and act not, as if you were ſolicitous to add 
to the Guilt of an Infidel the tenfold Damnation, which 
they, who have been the Perverters and Deſtroyers of 
the Souls of others, muſt expect to meet, if that Goſpel 
which they have ſo adventurouſly oppoſed ſhall prove, 
as it certainly will, a ſerious, and to them a dreadful 
Truth. 

F. 6. Ir I cannot prevail here, but he Pride of d 
tlaying a Superiority of Underſtanding ſfrould bear on fuch 
a Reader, even in Oppoſition to his own favourite Max- 
ims of the Innocence of Error, and the Equality of ail 
Religions conſiſtent with focial Virtue, to do his utmoſt to 
trample down the Goſpel with Contempt; I would how- 
ever diſmiſs him with one Propoſal, which 1 think the 
Importance of the Affair may fully juftify. If you have 
done with your Examination into Chriſtianity, and deter- 
mine to live and conduct yourſelf as if it were aſſuredly 
talſe, fit down then, and make a Memorandum of that 
Determination Write it down; On ſuch a Day of 
ſuch a Year, I deliberately reſolved, that I would live 
and die rejecting Chriſtianity myſelf, and doing all I 
could to overthrow it. This Day I determined, not 
only to renounce all Subjection to, and ExpeQation 
from, Jeſus of Nazareth ; but alſo to make it a ſeri- 
** ous Part of the Buſineſs of my Life, to deſtroy, as far 
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re as I poſſibly can, all Regard to him in the Mind of 
© others, and to exert my moſt vigorous Efforts, in the 
«© Way of Reaſoning or of Ridicule, to fink the Credit 
of his Religion, and if it be poſſible to root it out of 
« the World; in calm Ready Defiance of that Day, 
„hen his Followers ſay, He ſhall appear in ſo much 
„ Majeſty and Terror to execute the Vengeance threaten - 
« ened to his Enemies.“ Dare you write this, and fign it ? 
I firmly believe, that many a Man, who would be thought 
@ Dei, and endeavours to increaſe the Number, would 
not. And if you in particular dare not to do it, whence 
does that ſmall Remainder'of Caution ariſe ? The Cauſe 
is plain. There is in your Conſcience ſome ſecret Ap- 
prehenſion, that this rejected, this oppoſed, this derided 
Go/pel, may after all prove zrue. And if there be ſuch 
an Apprehenſion, then let Conſcience do its Office, and 
convict you of the impious Madneſs of acting, as if it 
were mo/t certainly and demonſtrably fal/e. Let it tell you 
at large, how poſſible it is that haply you may be found 
fighting againſt GOD (f): That, bold as you are in 
defying the Terrors of the Lord, you may poſſibly fall 
into his Hands; may chance to hear that deſpiſed 
Sentence, which when you hear it from the Mouth of 
the Eternal Judge, you will not be able to defpiſe : I 
will repeat it again, in Spite of all your Scorn, you 
may hear the King ſay ro vou, Depart accurjed, into 
Ewerlaſfting Fire, prepared for the Newil and his Angels (g). 
And now, go and pervert and burleſque the Scripture, 
go and lampoon the Character of its Heroes, and ridi- 
cule the ſublime Diſcourſes of its Prophets and its 
Apoſtles; as ſome have done, who have left little be- 
hind them but the ſhort lived Monuments of their Ig- 
norance, their Profaneneſs, and their Malice. Go and 
ſpread like them the Banners of Infidelity, and pride 
thyſelf in the Number of credulous Creatures : lifted 
under them. But take Heed, leſt the injulted Galilean 
direct a ſecret Arrow to thine Heart, and ſtop. thy 
licentious Breath, before it has finiſhed the next Sentence 
thou wouldſt utter againſt him. 
$. 7. I wilt turn myſelf from the Deiſt or the 
Sceptick, and direct my Addreſs to th! Nominal Chri/. 
| lian; 
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tian; if he may upon any Terms be called a Chriftian, 
who feels not, after all I have pleaded, a Diſpoſition to 
ſubje& himſelf to the Government and the Grace of that 
Saviour, whoſe Name he bears, O Sinner, thou art 
turning away from my Lord, in whoſe Cauſe I ſpeak ; 
bur let me earneſtly intreat thee ſeriouſly to conſider, why 
thou art turning away, and t whom thou wilt go, from 


Him, «whom thou acknowledgeſt to hawe the Words of 


Eternal Life (h). You call yourſelf a Chri/tian, and yet 
will not by any Means be perſuaded to ſeek Salvation in 


good Earneſt from and thro' Ze/us Chriſt, whom you call 
your Maſter and Lord. How do you for a Moment 


excuſe this Negligence to your own Conſcience? If I 


hed urged you on any controverted Point, it might have 
altered the Caſe. If I had laboured hard to make you 
the Diſciple of any particular Party of Chriſtians, your 
Delay might have been more reaſonable: Nay, perhaps, 
your refuſing to acquieſce might have been an Act of ap- 
prehended Duty to our common Maſter. But is it Mat- 
ter of Controverſy amongſt Chriſtians, whether there be 
a great, holy, and righteous Gop; and whether ſuch a 
Being, whom we agree to own, ſhould be reverenced and 
loved, or neglected and diſhonoured ? Is it Matter of 
Controverſy, whether a Sinner ſhould deeply and ſeriouſ- 


ly repent of his Sins, or whether he fhould go on in 


them? Is it a diſputed Point amongſt us, whether 7 /e 
became incarnate, and died upon the Croſs, for the Re- 
demption of Sinners, or no? And if it be not, can it 
be diſputed by them who believe him to be the Son of 
(0D and the Saviour of Men, whether a Sinner ſhould 
ſeek to him; or uegle& Him? or whether one who profeſ- 
ſes to be a Chri/tian, ſhould depart from [niquity, or give 
himſelf up to the Practice of it? Are the Precepts of our 
great Maſter written ſo obſcurely in his Word, that there 
ſiro id be Room ſeriouſly to queſtion, whether he require 
a devout, holy, humble, ſpiritual, watchful, ſelf-denying 
Life, or whether he allow the contrary ? Has Chrift af- 
ter all his Pretenſions of bringing Life and Immortality to 
Light, left it more-uncertain than he found it, whether: 


there be any future State of Happineſs and Miſery, or 
for whom theſe States are reſpectively intended? Is it a 
| F 
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Matter of Controverſy, whether Go ai,, or will not 
bring every Work into Fuagment, <with' every jecret Thing 


euhether it be Good, or aubetber it be Ewil (i) os whether, 


at the Concluſon of that Judgment, /e Wicked hall 
g away into Everlojting Puniſhment, and the Righteous 
znto Life Eternal (k)? You will not, I am ture, for 
very Shame pretend any Donbt avout theſe Things, 
and yet call yourſelf a Chriſiian. Why then will you 
not be perſuaded to lay them to Heart, and to act as 
Duty and Intereſt ſo evidently: require ? Oh Sinner, 
the Cauſe is tco obvious; a Cauſe indeed quite un- 
worthy of being called a Reaſon. It 1s becaule thou 
art blinded and beſotted with thy Vanities and thy 


Luſts. It is becauſe thou. haſt ſome periſhing Trifle, 


which ch&ms thy Imagination and thy Senſes, fo that 
it is dearer to thee than GO D and Chriſt, than thy own 


Soul and its Salvation. Tis in a Word, Lecauſe thou 


art ſtill under the Influence of that carnal Mind, which, 
whatever pious Forms it may ſometimes admit and pre- 
tend, is Zumity againſt GOD, and is not jufjed? to the 
Law of G OD, neither inaced can be (I). And therefore, 
thou art in the very Calc of thoſe Wretches, concern- 
ing whom our Lord ſaid in the Days of his Fleſh, 27 


will not come lente me that ye might have Life (m), and 


therefore ye Hall die in your Sins (n). 

$. 8. Ix this Caſe I ſee not What it can ſignify, to re- 
new thoſe Fxpoſtulations and Addreſſes which I have 
made in the former Chapters. As our bleſſed Redeemer 


ſays, of thoſe who rejected his Goſpel, Ye hade both - 


feen and hated, both me and my. Father (o); ſo may I 
truly fay with Regard to you, I have endeavoured to 
fhew you wn the plaineſt and the cleareſt Words, 604 
Chrift and the Father; | have urged the Obligations you 
are under to both; I have laid before you, your Guilt, 
and your Condemnation ; I have pointed out the only 
Remedy; I have pointed out the Rock, on which J 
have built my own Eternal Hopes, and the Way in 
which alone 1-expect Salvation. I have recommended 
thoſe Things to;you, which, if Gon gives me an Op- 
portunity, I will with my dying Breath earneilly and af» 

| tectionately 
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fectionately recommend to my own Children, and to all 
the deareſt Friends that Fhave upon Earth, who may then 
de near me; efteeming it the higheſt Token of my 
Friendſhip, the ſureſt Proof of my Love to them. And 
if belicwing the Gospel ts be true, you reſelve to reed it; 
have nothing farther to ſay, but that you muſt abide 


by the Conſequence. Yet as Moſes, when he went out 


From the Preſonee'of Pharaoh tor the laſt Time, findin 
his Heart yet more hardened by all the Judgments my 
Deliverances with which he had formerly been exerciſed, 


+ 


denounced upon him 60 D', paſſing thro? the Land in 


Terror 1% /mtte the Firfl-borw with Death, and warned 
him of that great and lamentable Cry which the Sword 0 
the deftroying Ar:gel ſhould raiſe throughout all his Realm (p) 
So will J, Sinner, now when I am quitting thee, ſpeak 
to thee yet again, whether thou wilt hear, or whether 
thou wilt gs. (q), and denounce that much more 
terrible Judgment, which 4% Sword of Divine Vergeances 
already whetted and drawn, and Sarbed as it were in 
Heaven (r), is preparing” againſt thee; which ſhall 
end in à much more aveadful Cry, tho? thou wert greater 
and more obſtinate than that haughty Monarch. Yes, 
Sinner, that J may, with the Apoſtle Paul, when turn 
ug to others "who are more like to hear me, Hale m 
R aiment, a ſay, Ia pure from your Blood (s]; I will 
once more tell you what the End of the/e Things will be. 
And, Oh, that I could ſpeak ta Parpoſe! Oh that 
could thunder in thine Ear ſuch a Peal of Terror, as 
might awaken thee, and be too loud to be drown'd in 
all the Noiſe of carnal Mirth, or to be deaden'd by 
thoſe dangerous'Opiates, with which. thou art contrive 
'ng to ſtupify thy Conſcience! | 

5. 9. Sek what Amuſements and Entertainments 
mou wilt, O Sinner, I tell thee, if thou wert equal in 
Jignity, and Power, and Magnificence, ta the great 
Monarch of Babylon, Thy Pamp bail be brought down 10 
e Grave, ard all the Scund of thy Fiels : the Worm /jhall 
vo pread under thee, and the Warm ſhall caver thee (t). 
Yes, Sinner, tbe End of theſe Things is Death (u); 
Death in its moſt terrible Senſe to thee, if this continue 

F 2 thy 
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thy governing Temper, Thou canſt avoid it; and, if 
it be paſſible for any Thing that I can ſay to prevent, 
thou ſhalt not forget it. Your Strength is not the Strength 
of Ston's, nor is your Fleſh of Braſs (x). You are acceſſible 
to Diſeaſes, as well as others; and if ſome ſudden Acci- 
dent do not prevent it, we ſhall ſoon ſee, how heroically 
you will behave yourſelf on a dying Bed, and in the near 
Views of Eternity. You, that now deſpiſe Chris, and 
trifle with his Goſpel, we ſhall ſee you droop and lan- 
guiſh ; ſhall ſee all your Reliſh for your carnal Recrea- 
tions, and your vain Companions, loſt. And if perhaps, 
one and another of them bolt in upon you, and is brutiſh 
and deſperate enough to attempt to entertain a dying 
Man with a gay Story, or a profane Jeſt, we ſhall ſee 
how you will reliſh it. We fhall ſee, what Comfort you 
will have in reflecting on what is paſt, or what Hope in 
looking forward to what 1s to come. Perhaps trembling 
and aſtoniſhed, you will then be enquiring in a wild Kind 
of Conſternation, what you ſhould do to be ſaved; calling 
for the Miniſters of Chrift, whom you now deſpiſe for 
the Earneſtneſs with which they would labour to ſave 
your Soul; and it may be falling into a Delirium, or dy- 
ing Convulſions, before they can come. Or perhaps we 
may ſee you, flattering yourſelf, thro? a long lingering 
IIlneſs, that you ſhall fil] recover, and putting off any 
ſerious Reflection and Converſation, for fear it ſhould 
overſct your Spirits. And the cruel Kindneſs of Friends 
and Phyſicians, as if they were in League with Sa/an to 
make the Deſtruction of your Soul as ſure as poſlible, | 
may perhaps abet this fatal Deceit. 
$. 10. AxD if any of theſe probable Caſes happen, 
that is, in ſhort, unleſs a Miracle of Grace ſnatch you as | 
a Brand out of the Burning, when the Flames have as it 5 
were already taken hold of you; all theſe gloomy Cir- 1 
cumſtances, which paſs into the Chambers of Illneſs and t 
the Bed of Death, are but the Fore-runners of infinitely ] 
more dreadtul Things. Oh, who can deſcribe them! ( 
who can imagine them! When ſurviving Friends are < 
tenderly mourning over the breathleſs Corpſe, and taking f 
a fond Farewel of it before it is laid to conſume away in 1 
the dark and ſilent Grave, into what Hands, O Sinner, 41 
Wil} 
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will thy Soul be fallen ! What Scenes will open upon thy 
ſeparate Spirit, even hefore thy deſerted Fleſh be cold, or 
thy fightleſs Eyes are cloſed! It ſhall then know, what 
it is to return to GOD to be rejected by him, as having 
rejected his Goſpel and his Son, and deſpiſed the only 
Treaty of Reconciliation ; and that ſuch a one, ſo amaz- 
ingly condeſcending and gracious. Thou ſhalt know, 
what it is to be diſowned by Chris, whom thou haſt re- 
fuſed to entertain; and what it is, as the certain and im- 
mediate Conſequence of that, to be left in the Hands of the 
malignant Spirits of Hell. There will be no more Friend- 
ſhip then : None to comfort, none to alleviate thy Agony 
and Diſtreſs: But, on the contrary, all around thee la- 
bouring to aggravate and increaſe them. Thou ſhalt 
paſs away the intermediate Years of the ſeparate Stare, 
in dreadful Expectation, and bitter Outcries of Horror 
and Remorſe. And then, thou ſhalt hear the Trumpet 
of the Arch-Angel, in whatever Cavern of that gloomy 
World thou art lodged. Its Sound ſhall penetrate thy 
Priſon, where, doleful and horrible as it is, thou ſhalt 
nevertheleſs wiſh, that thou mighteſt ſtill be allowed to 
hide thy guilty Head, rather than ſhew it before the 
Face of that awful Judge, before whom Heawen und 
Earth are fleeing away (y). But thou muſt come forth, 
and be re-united to a Body, now formed for ever to en- 
dure Agonies, which in this mortal State would have 
diſſolved it in a Moment. You would not be perſuad- 
ed to come to Chrift before: You would ſtupidly neglect 
him, in Spite of Reaſon, in Spite of Conſcience, in Spite 
of all the tendereſt Solicitations of the Goſpel, and the 
repeated Admonitions of its moſt faithful Miniſters. 
But now Sinner, you ſhall have an Interview with him; 
if that may be called an Interview, in which you will 
not dare to lift up your Head to view the Face of your 
tremendous and inexorable Judge. There at leaſt, 
how diſtant ſoever the Time of our Life and the Place 
of our Abode may have been, there ſhall we fee how 
courageouſly your Heart will endure, and how ſtrong your 
Hands will be, auben the Lord doth this (z). There ſhall 
] ſee thee, O Reader, whoever thou art that goeſt on in 
thine Impenitency, among Thouſauds and Ten Thou- 
| F 3 ſands 
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ſands of deſpairing Wretches, trembling and confounded. 
There ſhall I hear thy Cries among the reſt, rending 
the very Heavens in vain. The Judge will riſe from 
his Tribunal with Majeſtic Compoſure, and leave thee 
to be hurried down to thoſe Everlaſting Burnings, to 
which his righteous Vengeance hath doomed thee, be- 


cauſe thou wouldſt not be ſaved from them. Hell ſhall 


Mut its Mouth upon thee for ever, and the ſad Echo of 
thy Groans and Outcries hall be loſt amidſt the Halle. 
Jujahs of Heaven to all that fine! Merey of the Lord in that 
Day. | 
F. 11. Tais will moſt aſſuredly be the End of the/; 
Things: And thou, as a Chriſtian, prefefſeth to know, 
and to believe it, It moves my Heart at leaſt, if it 
moves not thine, I firmly believe, that every one, 
who himſelf obtains Salvation and Glory, will bear fo 
much of his Saviour's Image in Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, in Zeal for (op, and a ſteady Regard to the 
Happineſs of the whole Creation, that he will behold 
this ſad Scene with calm Approbation, and without any 
ainful Commotion of Mind, But as yet I am Fleſh 
and Blood; and therefore my Boabels are troubled, and 
mine eyes often overflow with Grief, to think that 
wretched Sinners will have no more Compaſſion upon 
their own Souls; to think, that in Spite of all Ad- 
monition, they will obſtinately run upon final Everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction, It would ſignify nothing here to add 
a Frazer, or a Meditation, for your Le. Poor Creature 
you will not meditate! you will not pray! Yet as ] 
ave often pourcd out my Heart in Prayer over a dying 
Friend, when the Force of his Diſtemper has rendered 
him incapable of joining with me; ſo Iwill now apply 
myſelf to Gop for you, O unhappy Creature! And if 
you diſdain fo much as to read what my Compaffion 
dictates; yet I hope, they who have felt the Power of 
the Goſpel on their own Souls, as they cannot but pity 
ſuch as you, will join with me in ſuch cordial, tho? 
broken Petitions, as theſe. x 
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A PRAYER z Behalf of an Tmpenitent Sinner, in the 
Cafe deferibed aboue. 


40  LMIGH TY GOD! with Thee all Things 
© gre paſtble (a): To Thee therefore do I hum» 
„ bly apply myſelf in Behalf of this dear Immortal Soul, 
„ which thou here ſeeſt periſhing in its Sins, and has 
« dening itſelf againſt that everlaſting Goſpel, which has 
« been the Power of GOD to the Safvation'of fo many 
« Thouſands and Millions. Thou art Witneſs, O Blef- 
„% fed God; Thou art Witneſs to the Pl. ainneſ and Se- 
„ riouſneſs, with which the Meſſage has been delivered. 
« It is in Thy Preſence that theſe awful Words have 
« been written; and in Thy Preſence have they been 
«© read. Be pleaſed therefore to record it in the Book 
of thy Remembrance, that ſo his avicted Man dieth 
* in his Iniguity, after the WW, arning has been ſo plaiuly 
„and folemnly ven him, his Bleed may not be required 
al ny Hand cd), nor at the Hand of that Chriſtian 
© Friend, whoever he i is, by whom this Book has been 
© put into his, with a ſincere Deſire for the Salvation 
„ of his Soul. Be Witneſs, O bleſſed %a, in the 
Day in which Thou ſhalt Fudge the Secrets of all Hearts 
„ (c), that Thy Goſpel hath been preached to this 
© hardened Wretch, and Salvation by Thy Blood hath 
© been offered him, tho' he continue to deſpiſe it. And 
„may thy unworthy Meſſenger be unto God a /eet 
* Savour in Chrift, in this very Soul, even tho it 
© ſhould at laſt periſh (d) / 
But, Oh that, after all his Hardneſs and Tens, 
*© tence, Thou wouldſt ſtill be pleaſed, by the Sovereign 
© Power of Thine efficacious Grace, to awaken and con- 
„ pert him! Well do we know, Oh, Thou Losp of 
univerſal Nature, that He who mide zhe Soul, can cauſe 
*« the Sword of Conwiftion to come near and enter into 
it, Oh that, in Thine Infinite Wiſdom and Love, 
Thou wouldſt find out a Way to interpoſe, and ſave 
this Sinner, from Death, from eternal Death! Oh 
e that, if it be thy bleſſed Will, Thou wouldſt imme- 
F 4 « diately 
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diately do it! Thou knoweſt, O Gop, he is a dying 
Creature: Thou knoweſt, that if any Thing be done 
for him, it muſt be done gaicłly: Thou ſeeſt, in the 
Book of Thy wiſe and gracious Decrees, a Moment 
marked, which muſt ſeal him up in an unchangeable 
State: Oh that thou wouldſt lay hold on him, while 
he is yet joined with the Living, and hath Hope (e)! 
Thy immutable Laws in the Diſpenſation of Grace 
forbid, that a Soul ſhould be converted and renewed 
after its Entrance on the Inviſible World: O let Thy 
Sacred Spirit work, while he is yet as it were within 
the Sphere of his Operations! Work, O Gop, by 
whatever Method thou pleaſeſt; only have Mercy 
upon him! O Lord, have Mercy upon him, that he 
fink not into theſe Depths of Damnation and Ruin, 
on the very Brink of which he ſo evidently appears! 
Oh that, Thou wouldſt bring him, if that be neceſ- 
ſary, and ſeem to thee moſt expedient, in any Depths 
of Calamity and Diſtreſs! Oh that, with Manaſſeb, 
he may be aten in the T horns, and laden with the Fet- 
ters of Afiidtion, if that may but cauſe him to /eek the 
GOD of bis Father: (f). | 
„But I preſcribe not to Thine Infinite Wiſdom, 
Thou haſt diſplayed thy Power in glorious and aſto- 
niſhing Inftances; which 7 thank T hee, that I have /o 
circumſtantially known, and by the Knowledge of them 
have been fortified againſt the raſb Confidence of thoſe 
who weakly and arrogantly pronounce that to be im- 
poffeble, which is adtually done. Thou haſt, I know, 
done that by a fingle Thought in Retirement, when 
the happy Man reclaimed by it hath been far from 
Means, and far from Ordinances, which neither the 
moſt awful Admonitions, nor the moſt tender In- 
treatics, nor the moſt terrible Afflictions, ror the molt 
wonderful Deliverances had been able to effect. 
*« Glorify thy Name, O Lord, and glorify Thy Grace 
in the Method which to thine infinite Wiſdom ſhall 
{ſeem moſt expedient! Only grant, I beſeech Thee, 
with all humble Submiſſion to Thy Will, that this 
Sinner may be ſaved ! or if not, that the Labour of 
this Part may not be altogether in vain ; but that if 
| 2 © {ome 
(e) Eceleſ. x. 4. (f) 2 Chros. xxxiii, 11, 12, 
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ſome reject it to their aggravated Ruin, others may 
hearken and live! That thoſe Thy Servants, who 
have laboured for their Deliverance and Happineſs, 
may view them in the Regions of Glory, as the Spoils 
with which thou haſt honoured them as the Inſtru- 
ments of recovering; and may join with them in the 
Hallelujahs of Heaven to Him, who hath lowed us, and 
waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, and hath 
made us, of condemned Rebels, and accurſed polluted 
Sinners, Kings and Prieſts unto GOD; to Him be 
Glory and Dominion for ever and ever ! Amen (g).“ 


(s) Rev, 1, bY be 
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C HA P. XII. 


An Addreſs to a Soul fo overwhelmed. with 
a Senle of the Greatneſs of its Sins, that it 
dares not apply itſelf to CHRISTH with any 
Hope of Salvation. 


The Caſe deſcribed at large, F. 1,.—4. As it frequently 
occurs, F. 5. Granting all that the dejected Soul charges 
en 7t/elf, F. b. The Invitations and Promiſes of Chrif? 
give Hape. F. 7. The Reader urged, under all his 
Burthens and Fears, to an humble Application to Him : 
&. 8. Which is accordingly exemplified in the concluding 
Reflection and Prayer. 


F. 1. PF HAVE now done with thoſe unhappy Crea- 
tures who deſpiſe the Goſpel, and with thoſe 
who negle& it. With Pleaſure do I now turn myſelf to 
thoſe, who will hear me with more Regard, Among 
the various Caſes, which now preſent themſelves to 
my Thoughts, and demand my tender, affectionate, 
reſpectful Care, there is none more worthy of Com- 
aſſion, than that which I have mentioned in the Title 
of this Chapter; none which requires a more immediate 
Attempt of Relief. 

F. 2. IT is very poflible, ſome afflicted Creature may 
be ready to cry out, It is enough: Aggravate my 
„ Grief, and my Diſtreſs, no more. The Sentence you 
* have been fo awfully deſcribing, as what ſhall be 
«« paſſed and executed on the Impenient and Unbeliey- 
“ing is my Sextence; and the Terrors of it are my Terrors. 
„% For mine {niquities are gone up into the Heavens, and 
** my Tran/gre{/iens have reached unto the Clouds a 

66 
* 


(2) Rev, xviii. 5. 
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My Caſe is quite ſlagular. Surely there nevet was {© 
great a Sinner as I. I have received fo many Mereies, 
1 have enjoyed ſo many Advantages, I have heard ſo 
many invitations of Goſpel Grace; and yet my Heart 
has been fo hard, and my Nature is ſo exceeding fin- 
ful, and the Number and aggravating Circumftances 
of my Provocations have been ſuch, that 7 dare not 
hope. It is enough, that Gop hath ſupported me 
thus long; it is enough, that after ſo many Years of 
Wickednefs, I am yet out of Hell. Every Day's Re- 
prieve is a Merey, at which J am aftoniſhed. I be 
down, and wonder that Death and Damnation have- 
not ſeized me in my Walks the Day paſt. I ariſe, 
and wonder, that my Bed hath not been my Grave; 
wonder, that my Soul is not ſeparated from Fleſh,. 
and ſurrounded with Devils and damned Spirits. 

6. 3. © I Have indeed heard the Meſſage of Salva- 
tion; but alas, it feems no Meſſage of Salvation to- 
me. There are happy Souls that have Hope; and 
their Hope is indeed in Chris, and the Grace of Gon 


manifeſted in him. But then they feel in their Hearts 


an Encouragement te apply to him, whereas E dare: 
not do it. Chrift and Grace are Things, in which, I 
fear, I have no Part, and muſt expect none: There 
are exceeding rich and precious Promiſes in the Word. 
of Gon; but they are to me as a ſealed Book, and 
are hid from me as to any perſonal Uſe. I know, 
Chriſt is able to ſave; | know he is willing to ſave: 
home. But that he ſhould be willing to ſave ne, fuch 
a polluted, fecha provoking Creature, as Gop knows,. 
and as Conſcience knows, I have been, and: to this 
Day am; this I know not how to believe: And the: 
utmoſt that Jean do towards believing it, is to ac- 
knowledge that it is not abſolutely impoſſible, and 
that I do not yet le down in compleat Deſpair ; tho” 
alas, I ſeem upon the very Borders of it; and expect: 
every Day and Hour to fall into it.“ 

F. 4. I $80ULD not perhaps have entered ſo fully 


into this Caſe, if I had not ſeen many in it; and I wilt 
add, Reader, for your Encouragement, if it be your 
Wale, ſeveral who now are in the Number of the moſt. 


sſtabliſhed, chear ful, and 


. 
* 


0 uſeful Chriſtians.— And I 
6 


hopes, 
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hope, Divine Grace will add you to the reſt, if out of 


theſe Depths, you be enabled to cry ante GOD (b); 
and tho', like Jonah, you may ſeem to be caft out from 
his Pre/ence, yet ſtill, with Jonah, you look towards his 
holy Temple (c). | 
F. 5. Ler it not be imagined, that it is in any Ne 
lect of that Bleſſed SyirrT, whoſe Office it is to be t 
great Comforter, that I now attempt to rea/ox you out of 
this diſconſolate Frame : For it 1s as the great Source of 
Reaſon, that he deals with rational Creatures ; and it 
is in the Uſe of Rational Means and Conſiderations, 
that He may moſt juſtly be expected to operate. Give 
me Leave therefore, to addreſs myſelf calmly to you, 
and to aſk you, What Reaſon you have for all theſe 
2322 Complaints and Accuſations againſt yourſelf? 
hat Reaſon have you to ſuggeſt, that your Caſe is 
ſingular, when ſo many have told you, they have felt 
the ſame? What Reaſon have you to conclude fo hardly 
againſt yourſelf, when the Goſpel ſpeaks in ſuch fa- 
yourable Terms? Or what Reaſon to imagine, that the 
8 Things it ſays are not intended for you ? Ven 
know indeed more of the Corruptions of your own 
Heart, than you know of the Hearts of others; and 
you make a Thouſand charitable Excuſes for their viſi- 


ble Failings and Infirmities, which you make not for 


your own. And it may be, ſome of thoſe, whom you 
admire as eminent Saints when compared with you, 
are on their Part humbling themſelves in the Duſt as 
unworthy to be numbered amongſt the leaſt of Gop's 
People, and wiſhing themſelves like you, in whom they 
think they ſee . more Good, and much leſs of Evil, 
than in themſelves. | | | 

F. 6. Bur to ſuppoſe the worſt, What if you were 


really the vileſt Sinner that ever lived upon the Face of | 


the Earth? What if your Iniguities had gone up unto bh 
Heawens every Day, and your Tran/zrefſions had reached 
wnto the Clouds (d); reached thither with ſuch horrid 
Aggravations, that Earth and Heaven ſhould have bad 
Reaſon to deteſt you, as a Monfter of Impiety ? Admit- 
ting all this, 1s any T bing too hard for the Lord (e)? Are 

| any 


(b) Pſal. exxx. 1. 3 Jonah li. 3. (d) Rev. xviil. 5+ 
le. Gen, xvii. 14. 5 | 
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any Sins, of which a Sinner can repent, of ſo deep a 
Dye, that the Blood of Chrift cannot waſh them away!? 
Nay, tho” it would be daring Wickedneſs and monſtrous 
Folly, for any zo Sin that Grace may abound (f), yet had 
you indeed raiſed your Account beyond all that Divine 
Grace has ever yet pardoned, who ſhould init the 
Holy One of Iſrael (g)? or who ſhould pretend to ſay, 
that it was impoſſible that Gop might for your very 
Wretchedneſs chuſe you out from others, to make you 
a Monument of Mercy, and a Trophy of hitherto un- 
paralleled Grace? The Apoſtle Paul ſtrongly intimates 
this to have been the Caſe, with regard to himſelf: 
And why might not you likewiſe, if indeed the Ch 

Sinners, obtain Mercy, that in you, as the Chief, Jeſus 


Chrift might fhew forth all Long-Suffering, for a Pattern 


to them who ſhall hereafter believe (h). 
F. 7. Grooux as your Apprehenſions are, I would 


aſk you plainly, Do you in your Conſcience think, that 


Chrift is not able to ſave you? What, is He not able to 
 ſaweeven to the uttermoſt, them that come unto GOD by 
im (i)? Yes, you will ſay abundantly able to do it; 
but 1 dare not imagine, that he will do it. And how 
do you know, that he will not ? He has helped the very 
greateſt Sinners of all that have yet applied themſelves 
to him: And he has made the Offers of Grace and Sal- 
vation in the moſt engaging and encouraging Terms : 
Hany Man thirſt, let him come unte me and arink (k) - 
Let him that is athirſt, come; and whoſoever will, let him 
ale of the Water of Life freely (1) : Come unto me all ze 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I auill give you Refi 
'm): And once more, Him that cometh unto me, I wi 

in no wiſe caſt out (n). True, will you ſay, None that 
are p:ven him by the Father : Could I know I were of 
that Number, I could- then apply chearfully to him. 
Zut, dear Reader, let me intreat you to look into the 
Text itſelf, and ſee whether that Limitation. be ex- 
preſly added there, Do you there read, Nene of then 
wm the Father hath given me, ſhall be caſt aut? The 
V/ords are in a much more encouraging Form: And, 


why 
(F) Rom. vi. 1. (8) Pfal, Ixxvii.gqr, (h) 1 Tim. 5. 15, 16. 
{1) Heb. vii. 25, (K) John vi. 37. (1) Rev. XXI. 17. 


(0, Matt. xi. 38. (=) Joha vi. 37. 


if of 


— 
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why mould you fruſtrate his Wiſdom and Goodnefs, by 
fuch an Addition of your own; Add not to his Words, 
let be reprove thee (o) Take them as they ſtand, and 
drink in the Confolation of them. Our Lord knew in- 
to what Perplexity ſome ſerious Minds might poſſibly 
be thrown by what he had before been ſaying, All that 
the Father hath given me, ſhall come units me; and there- 
fore, as it were on Purpoſe to balance it; he adds thoſe 
gracious Words, Him that cometh unto me, I will in m 
ne, by no Means, on no Conſide ration whatſoever, 
eaſt eur. 

% 8. Ie therefore you ave already diſcouraged and 
terrified at the Greatneſs of your Sins, do not add te 
their Weight and Number that one greater and worſe 
than all the reſt, a Diftruſt of the Paithfulneſs and 
Grace of the bleſſed Redeemer. Do not, fo far as in 
you Hes, oppoſe all the Purpofes of his Love to you. 
O diſtreſſed Soul, whom dot thou dread ? To whon 
doſt thou tremble to approach? Is there any Thing ſo 
terrible in a eruciſied Redeemer, in the Lamb that wa: 
ſain? If thou carrieſt thy Soul almoſt finkivg under 
the Burden of its Guilt; to lay it down at his Feet, 
what doft thou offer him, but the Spoil which he bled 
and died to recover and poſſeſs? And did he purchaſe 
it ſo dearly, that he might reject it with Diſdain? Go 
to him directly, and fall down in his Preſence, and 
plead that Miſery of thine, which thou haſt now been 
pleading in a contrary View, as an Engagement to 
your own Soul to make the Application, and as an Ar- 

ument with the compaſſionate Saviour to receive you. 
85, and be aſſured, that where Sin hath abounded, there 
Grace ſhall mach more abound (p). Be aſſured, that it 
one Sinner can promiſe himfelf a more certain Wel- 
come than another, it is not he that is leaſt guilty and 
miſerable, but he that is moſt deeply humbled before 
Go under a Senſe of that Miſery and Guilt, and lies 
the loweſt in the Apprehenſion of it. 


| {0) Prov, ARX 6. 8 (b. Roe, v. 20. 
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REPLECTIONS on theſe Enconragements, ending in an humble 
and carne Application to Chrift for Mercy, | 


ls there not at leaſt a Poſſthility of Help from 
ig And is there a Poſhbility of Help any other 
Way ? Is any other Name given wnder Heawen, whereby 
«© abe can be ſaved? | know, there is nome (q). I muft 
then fay, like the Lepers of Ffracl (r), If I fit bere, I 
«« periſh; and if I make my Application in wain, I can 
* but die. But peradventure, He may /awve my Soul alive. 
«© will therefore rife, and go unte Him; or rather, 
«« believing him here, by his Spiritual Preſence, ſinful 
and miferable as T am, I will this Moment fall down 
” o- my Face before him, and pour out my Soul unto 
66 1m. | | 
«« Bleſſed Jeſus, I prefent myſelf unto Thee, as a 
* wretched Creature, driven indeed by Neceſſity to do 
«© it, For furely were not that Neceffity urgent and 
«© abſolute, I ſhould not dare for very Shame to appear 
in Thine Holy and Majeſtic Preſence. I am fully 


4 Ohy Soul, what fayeſt thou to theſe Things? 
7 


convinced, that my Sins and my Follies have been 


** inexcufably great; more than I can expreſs, more 
than I can conceive. I feel a Souree of Sin, in my 


corrupt and degenerate Nature, which pers out Ini- 


*© quity, as a Fountain ſends out its Water, and makes 
** me a Burthen and a Terror to myſelf. Such Aggra- 
** vations have attended my 'Franſpreffrons, that it 
looks like Preſumption, fo much as to afk Pardon for 
them. And yet, would it not be greater Preſump- 
tion to ſay, that they exceed thy Mercy, and the Ef- 
+ ficacy of thy Blood; to fay, that Thou haſt Power and 
** Grace enough to pardon and fave only Sinners of a 
lower Order, while fuch as I lie out of thy Reach? 
'* Preſerve me from that blaſphemous Imagination! 
Preſerve me from that unreaſonable Suſpicion! Lord, 
Jau canſt de all Things, neither is there any I houg ht 
'* of mine Heart wwith-hoiden from Thee (s). Thou art 
indeed, as thy Word declares, able to /ave unte the 

„ utter 


{4} Aès iv. 12. er) 2 Kings vii. 4. (+) Job Ali. 2. 
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urtermaſ (t). And therefore, breaking thro' all the 
Oppoſitions of Shame and Fear, that would keep me 
from Thee, I come and lie down as in the Duſt be- 
fore Thee. Thou knoweft, O Lord, all my Sins, and 
all my Follies (u). I cannot, and I hope I may ſay, I 
would not, diſguiſe them before Thee, or ſet myſelf 
to find out plauſible Excuſes. Accuſe me, Lord, as 
thou pleaſeſt ; and I will ingenuouſly plead guilty to 
all Thine Accuſations. I will own myſelf as great a 
Sinner, as Thou calleft me: But I am ſtill a pk 
that comes unto Thee for Pardon. If I muſt die, it 
ſhall be ſubmitting, and owning the Juſtice of the fa- 
tal Stroke. If I periſh, it ſhall be, /aying hold, as it 
were, on the Horns of the Altar ; laying myſelf down 
at Thy Foot-ſtool, tho? I have been ſuch a Rebel 
againſt Thy Throne, Many have received a full 
Pardon there ; have met with Favour even beyond 
their Hopes. And are all thy Compaſſions, O Bleſſed 
eſus, exhauſted ? And wilt thou now begin to re- 
ject an humble Creature, who flies to thee for Life, 
and pleads nothing but Mercy and Free Grace ? Have 
Mercy upon me, O moſt gracious Redeemer, haue Mercy 
upon me, and let my Life be precious in thy Sight (x)! 
Oh do not reſolve to ſend me down to that State of 
final Miſery and Deſpair, from which it was Thy 
gracious Purpoſe to deliver and fave ſo many! 
„ Spurn me not away, O Lord, from thy Preſence, 
nor be offended when I preſume to lay hold on Thy 
Royal Robe, and ſay that I cannot and will not let 


| Thee go, till my Suit is granted (y)! Oh remember, 


that all my Hopes of obtaining eternal Happineſs, 
and avoiding everlaſting, helpleſs, hopeleſs Deftruc- 
tion, are anchored upon Thee; They hang upon Thy 
Smiles, or drop at Thy Frown. Oh have Mercy 
upon me, for the Sake of this immortal Soul of mine! 
Or if not for the Sake of mine alone, for the dake of 
many others, who may, on the one Hand be encou- 
raged by Thy Mercy to me, or on the other, may be, 

eatly wounded and diſcouraged by my helpleſs 


a 
wa I beſeech Thee, O Lord, for * 
+ Th 4 Sake, 


t) Heb. vii. . Plal, lxiz, ; Kings i, 14 
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Sake, and for the Diſplay of thy Father's rich and 
ſovereign Grace! I beſeech Thee by the Blood Thou 
didſt ſhed on the Croſs; I beſeech Thee by the Co- 


venant of Grace and Peace, into which the Father 


did enter with Thee for the Salvation of believing 


and repenting Sinners, ſave me! Save me, O Lord, 
who earneſtly defire to repent and believe! I am in- 
deed a Sinner, in whoſe final and everlaſting De- 
ſtruction Thy Juſtice might be greatly glorified : 
But Oh, if Thou wilt pardon me, it will be a Mo- 
nument raiſed to the Honour of Thy Grace, and the 
Efficacy of Thy Blood, in Proportion to the Degree 
in which the Wretch, to whom thy Mercy is ex- 
tended, was mean and miſerable without it. Speak, 
Lord, by thy Bleſſed Spirit, and baniſh my Fears! 


Look unto me with Love and Grace in thy Coun- 


renance, and ſay to me, as in the Days of thy Fleſh 
Thou didſt to many an humble Supplicant, Thy Sins 
are forgiven Thee, go in Peace /" x 
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C H A P. XIII. 


The doubting Soul more particularly aſſiſted 
in its Enquiries as to the Sincerity of its 
Faith and Repentance. . | 


Tranſent Imprefiions liable to be miſtaken for Converſion, 
di eh wwopld be a fatal Error. $. 1. General Schemes 
or Sel/-Examination. FS. 2. Particular Enquiries; - 
(1.) What Firs there have been of Sin? F. 3, 
(2.) What Views there have been of Chriſt? F. 4. 
Hs to the Need the Soul has of Him; F. 5 And its 
Willingneſs to receive Him, with a due Surrender of 
Heart to His Service. F. 6. Nothing fhort of this, 
Jufficient. F. 7. The Soul ſubmitting to divine Examina« 
tion, the Sincerity of its Faith and Repentance. 


5. 1. IN Conſequence of all the ſerious Things, which 

have been ſaid in the former Chapters, I hope it 
will be no falſe Preſumptien to imagine, that ſome Reli- 
gious Impreſſions may be made on Hearts which had ne- 
ver felt them before; er may be revived, where they 
have formerly grown cold and Janguid, Yet I am very 
ſenſible, and I deſire that you may be ſo, how preat 
Danger is there in Self-Flattery on this important Head ; 
and how neceſſary it is to caution Men, againſt toe haſty 
a Concluſion that they are really converted, becauſe they 
have felt ſome warm Emotion on their Minds, and have 
reformed the groſs Irregularities of their former Conduct. 
A Miſtake here might be infinitely fatal : It may prove 
the Occaſion of that falſe Peace, which ſhall lead a 
Man to bleſs himſelf in his on Heart, and to conclude 
himſelf ſecure, while all the Threainings and Curſes of 


GO D', Law are founding in his Ears, and lie indeed 
directly 
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direftly againff him (a): While in the mean Time he 


applies to himſelf a thouſand Promiſes in which he has 
no Share; which may prove therefore like generous 
Wine to a Man in an high Fever, or ſtrong Opiates to 
one in a Lethargy. The Stony Ground received the Word 
101th Joy, and a promiſing Harveſt ſeemed to be ſpring- 
ing up; yet it /oon withered away b), and no Reaper 
fiied his Arms with it. Now that this may not he the 
Caſe with you, that all my Labours and yours hitherto 
may not be loſt, and that a vam Dream of Security and 
iTappineſs may not plunge you deeper in Miſery and 
Ruin, give me Leave to lead you into a ferious Enquiry 
into your own Heart; that fo you may be better able 
to judge of your Caſe, and to diſtinguiſh between what 
is at molt being only near the Kingdom of Heaven, and 

becoming indeed a Member of it. ö 
$. 2. Now this depends upon the Sincerity of your 
Faith in Chriſt, when Faith is taken in its largeſt Ex- 
tent, as explained above; that is, as comprehending 
KRepentance, and that fleady Purpoſe of new and univer/al 
Obedience, of which, wherever it is real, Faith will af- 
ſaregly be the vital Principle. Therefore to aſſiſt you 
in judging of your State, give me Leave to aſk you, or 
rather to intreat you to aſk yourſelf, What Vieaus you 
have had, and now have, of Sin, and of Chriſt ? And 
what your future IG are, with Regard to your Con- 
duct in the Remainder of Life that may lie before you ? 
1 ſhall not reaſon largely upon the ſeveral Particulars T 
ſeggeſt under theſe Heads, but rather refer you to your 
own Reading and Obſervation, to judge how agreeable 
they are to the Word of Gov, the great Rule, by which 
our Characters muſt quickly be tried, and our Eternal 
State unalterably determined. | 
S. 3. Enqviss feriouſly, in the firſt Place, What 
Fits you have had of Sin, and what Sentiments you 
have felt in your Soul with Regard to it: There was a 
Lime, when it wore a flattering Aſpect, and made a fair 
'!nchanting Appearance, ſo that all your Heart was 
charmed with it, and it was the very Buſineſs of your 
Life to practiſe it. But you have ſince been undeceived, 
You 


(2) Deut. xix. 19, 20. (b) Matt, xiit. 5, 6. 


120 It. ſpould enquire into its Views of Sin, Chap. 13. 
You have felt it bite like à Serpent, and fling like an Adder 
(c). You have beheld it with an Abhorrence, far greater 
than the Delight which it ever gave you. So far it is 
well. It is thus with every true Penitent, and with ſome 


J fear, who are not of that Number. Let me therefore 


enquire farther, Whence aroſe this Abhorrence ? Was it 
merely from a Principle of Self-Love? Was it merely 
becauſe you had been wounded by it? Was it merely 
becauſe you had thereby brought Condemnatien and 
Ruin upon your own Soul? Was there no Senſe of its De- 
formity, of its Baſeneſs, of its Malignity, as committed 


againſt the Bleſſed Gop, conſidered as a Glorious, a 


Bountiful, and a Merciful Being ? Were you never pier- 
ced by the Apprehenſion of its vile Ingratitude? And as 
for thoſe Purpoſes which have ariſen in your Heart againft 
it, let me beſeech you to reflect, how they have been 
formed, and how they have hitherto been executed. Have 
they been univerſal ? Have they been reſolute? And yet 
amidſt all that Reſolution, have they been humbled ? 
When you declared War with Sin, was it with every Sin ? 
And is it an wreconcileable War, which you determine, 
by Divine Grace, to puſh on till you have entirely con- 
quered it, or die in the Attempt? And are you accord- 
ingly active in your Endeavours to ſubdue and deſtroy 
it? If ſo, what are the Fruits worthy of Repentance 
which you bring forth (d) It does not, I hope, all 
flow away in Floods of Grief: Have you cea/ed to do 
Evil? Are you learning to do well (e); Doth your Re- 
formation ſhew, that you repent of your Sins; or do 
your renewed Relapſes into Sin prove, that you repent 


even of what you call your Repentance ? Have you an 


inward Abhorrence of all Sin, and an unfeigned Zeal 
againſt it? And doth that produce a Care to guard 


againſt the Occaſions of it, and Temptations to it? Do 


you watch againſt the Circumſtances that have inſnared 
you? And do you particularly double your Guard againſt 
that Sin which does moſt eaſily beſet you (f)? Is that /aid 
lde, that the Chriſtian Race may be run; laid aſide 
with a firm Determination, that you will return to it 

no 
e) Prov, xxiii, 32, (d) Luke iii, 8, (e) Ifai, is 16, 17. 
F) Heb, xii. 2, 
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no more, that you will hold no more Parley with it, 


that you will never take another Step towards it ? 


$. 4. PERMIT me alſo farther to enquire, © What 


« your Views of Chrift have been? What think you of 
„% Him, and of your Concern with Him ?” Have you 
been fully convinced, that there muſt be a Correſpon- 
dence ſettled between him and your Soul? And do you. 
ſee and feel, that your are not only to pay Him a Kind 
of diſtant Homage, and tranfient Compliment, as a 
very wiſe, benevolent, and excellent Perſon, whoſe 
Name and Memory you have a Reverence for; but that, 
as He lives and reigns, as He is ever near you, and al- 
ways obſerving you, ſo you mult look to Him, muſt ap- 
proach Him, muſt humbly tranſact Bufineſs with Him, 
and that, Bufineſs of the highef Importance, on which 
your Salvation depends? 

$. 5. You have been brought to enquire, Wherewith 
hall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the 
moſt High GOD (g)? And once perhaps you were 


thinking of Sacrifices, which your own Stores might 


have been ſufficient to furniſh out. Are you now con- 
vinced, they will not ſuffice; and that you muſt have 
Recourſe to the Lamb which GO hath provided? Have 
you had a View of Fe/us, as taking away the Sin of the 
World (h)? as made a Sin Offering for us, tho" He knew 
no Sin, that wwe might be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
4% Him (i)? Have you viewed him, as perfectly Righte- 
ous in Himſelf; and deſpairing of being juſtified by 
any Righteouſneſs of your own, have ybu /ubmztted to 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD(k)? Has your Heart ever 


been brought to a deep Conviction of this important 


Truth, that if ever you are ſaved at all, it muſt be -e 
Chrift ; that if ever Gop extend Mercy to you at all, 
it muſt be for his Sake; that if ever you are fed in the 
Temple of GO D abowe, you muſt ftand there as an 
everlaſting Trophy of that Victory which Chrift has 
yy over the Powers of Hell, who would otherwiſe 
ave triumphed over you ? 
§. 6. Our Lord ſays, Look unto me, and be ye ſa- 
ved (I) : He ſays, JF I be lifted up, I. ſhall draw all Men 
anto 
(8) Mic. vi. 6. h) ſohn i. 29. 1) 2 Cot, v. 21. 
(* Rom. x, 3. (1) or 22. , "q 


—— — ret 


n 
— WIS = peowe 


— C97 = 
TEIN 


——— — — 


12> Have you ſurrendered ail 1 Chrift? Chap. 13. 
tinto me ( m). Have you looked to Him, as the only Sa- 
viour? Have you been drawn ante Him, by that ſacred 
Magnet, the attracting Influence: of bis dying Love? 
Do you know what it is to come: #0. Chriſt, as. a poor 
weary and heavy laden Sumner, that you may find" Ref (n) ? 
Do you know what: it is in a Spiritual Senſe, to ent the 
Fleſb and Drin the Blood of the Son of Man (o); that is, 
to look upon Chriſi crucified as the great Support of your 
Soul, and to feel a Deſire after Him, earneſt as the 
Appetite of Nature after its neceſſary Food ? Have you 
known what it is cordially. to furrendey yourſelf to 
Chriſt, as a poor Creature whom Love has made his 
Property? Have you committed your immortal Soul to 
Him, that He may purify and ſave it; that He may go- 
vern it by the Dictates of his Word, and the Influences 
of His Spirit; that he may uſe it for his Glory; that he 
may appoint itto what Exerciſe and Diſcipline he pleaſes, 
while it dwells here in Fleſh; and that he may receive 
it at Death, and fix it among thoſe Spirits who with 
perpetual Songs of Praiſe ſurround his Throne, and are 
His Servants for ever? Have you heartily conſented to 
this ? And do you, on this Account of the Matter, renew 
your Conſent? Do you renew it deliberately and deter- 
minately, and feel your whole Soul, as it were, ſaying 
AMEN, while yon read this ? If this be the Caſe, then 
F can with great Pleaſure give you (as it were) the Right 
Hand of F ellewfhip, and ſalute and embrace you as a-fin- 
cere Diſciple of the Lord Ju Chriſt, as one who is de- 
livered from the Poauers of Darkneſs, and is tramſlated into 
the Kingdom of the Son of GOD (p). I can then /a/ute 


you in the Lord, as to one whom, as a Minifter of Je, 


I am commiſſioned and charged to /peat comfortably, 
and to tell you, not that I abſolve you from your Sins, 
for it is a /mull Matter to be judged of Man's Judgment, 
but that the bleſſed GO D himſelf abjolueith you; that 
you are one, to whom he hath /azd in his Goſpel, and is 
continually ſaying, Your Sins are forgiven you (q); there- 
fore go in Peace, and take the Comfort of it. 

6. 7. Bur if you are a Stranger to theſe Experiences, 
and to this "Temper which I. have now deſcribed, the 
great 

(m) ſohn xit, 32 (n) Matt. xi. 21, (o) John vi, 53: 

( ) Col. i. 12. (0) Lake i. 48. 
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great Work is yet undone z you. are an impenitent and 
unbelieving Sinner, and he Wrath of GOD abidetli on 
you (r). . 5. yau may have been awakened and. 
alarmed, whatever Reſolutions you may have formed 
for amending your Life, how right ſoever your Notions 
may be, how pure ſoever e fi” of Worſhip, how 
ardent ſoever your Zeal, how ſevere ſoever your Morti- 
fication, how humane ſoever your Temper, how inof- 
tenfive ſoever your Life may be, I can ſpeak no Com- 
fort to you, Vain are all your religious pes, if there 
has not been a cordial Humiliation before the Preſence 
of Gop for all your Sins; if there has not been this 
avowed War declared againſt every Thing diſpleaſing 
to Gop ; if there has not been. this Senſe of your Need of 
Cri, and of your Ruin without Him; if there has not 
deen this earneſt Application to Him; this Surrender of 
your Soul into His Hands. by Faith; this Renunciation, 
of yourſelf, that you might fix on Him the Anchor of your 

Hope; if there has not been this unreſerved Dedication. 
of yourſelf te be at all Times, and in all Reſpects, the. 
ſaithful Servant of Gop through Him; and if you do 
not with all this, acknowledge that you are an wiprofite, 
alle Servant, who have ne other Expectations of Accep= 

tance or of Pardon, but only thro! His Righteouſneſs. 
and Blood, and. thro? the Riches of Divine Grace in 
Him; ] repeat it again that all your Hopes are vain, 
and you are building am the Sand (s). The Houſe you. 
have already raiſed muſt be thrown dawn'to the Ground, 
and the Foundation be removed and laid anew, or you, 
and all your Hopes will ſhortly, be ſwept away with it, 
and buried under it in Everlaſting Ruin, 


The Soul ſubmitting to, Diane Examination, the Sincerity of 
its Repemtance aud Faith. 


gh Lory Gos, Thou ſearcher} all Hearts,, and. 
' © zrieft the, Reins of the Children of Men (t). 
Search: MCs O Lord, aud kadw. my Heart; Iry Mey. 
ad tnow my. Thoughts; and. ſte if there be any. wicked, 
ay in ne, and. lead: me. in the Way everlaſting (u). 
«« Doth 
1 ſohn iii. 36. (s) Matt. vii. 26. (t) Jer. xvii, 10. 
(u) Plal, exxxik, 287 244: 
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124 The Soul ſubmits its Repentance, Chap. 13. 
„ Doth not Conſcience, O Lord, teftify in Thy Pre- 
« ſence, that my Repentance and Faith are ſuch as have 
« been deſcribed, or at leaſt that it is my earneſt Prayer, 
« that they may be ſo? Come therefore, O Thong 


„ Bleſſed Spirit, who art the Author of all Grace and 
% Conſolation, and work this Temper more fully in my 


% Soul! Oh repreſent Sin to mine Eyes in all its moſt 
« odious Colours, that I may feel a mortal and irrecon- 
« cilcable Hatred to it! O repreſent the Majeſty and 
«© Mercy of the bleſſed Gop in ſuch a Manner, that my 
« Heart may be alarmed, and that it may be melted ! 
« Smite the Rock, that the Waters may flow (x); Waters 
« of genuine, undiſſembled and filial Repentance! Cen- 
% vince me, O Thou bleſſed Spirit, of Sin, of Righteou/- 
% neſs, and A Judgment (y) ! Shew me that I have un- 
% done myſelf; but that my Help is found in GOD 
1% alone (2), in Gop thro' Chrift, in whom alone He 
* will extend Compaſſion and Help to me! According 
% to Thy peculiar Office, ale of Chrift and fhew it unto 


% me (a) Shew me His Poaver to ave! Shew me Hi; 


« Willingneſs to exert that Power! Teach my Faith to 
& behold Him, as extended on the Croſs, with open Arms, 
« with a piercing bleeding Side; and fo telling me in 
«© the moſt forcible Language, what Room there is in 
« His very Heart for me! May I know what it is to 
* have my whole Heart ſubdued by Love; fo ſubdued 
„ as to be crucified 'awvith Him (b); to be dead 10 Sin, 
« and dead to the Werld, but aliveunte G O D thro? Fejus 
« Chrift (e)! In his Power and Love may I confide! 
«© To Him may I without any Reſerve commit my Spirit 
His Image may I bear! His Laws may I obſerve | 
His Service may I purſue! And may I remain, thro' 
« Time and Eternity, a Monument of the Efficacy of 
« His Goſpel, and a Trophy of his victorious Grace! 
«© Oh bleſſed Gop! If there be any Thing wanting 
„ towards conftituing me a ſincere Chriftian, diſcover 
« jt to me, and work it in me! Beat down, I beſeech 
« Thee, every falſe and preſumptuous Hope, how coſt- 
„ ly ſoever that Building may have been which is thus 


lain in Ruins, and how proud ſoever I may have * 
66 0 


(x) Pſol. Ixxviii, 20. () John xvi. 8. (2) Hof, xiii, 9+ 
(a) John xvi. 15. (b) Rom, vi. 6, (e) Rom, vi. 11. 
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«« of its yain Ornaments ! Let me know the worſt of my 
«© Caſe, be that Konwledge ever ſo diſtreſsful; and if 
there be remaining Danger, O let my Heart be. fully 
* ſenſible while yet there is Remedy 
„If there be any ſecret Sin yet lurking in my Soul, 
which I have not fincerely renounced, diſcover it to 
me, and rend it out of my Heart, tho? it ſhould have 
ſhot its Roots ever {o deep, and ſhould have wrapped 


them all around it, fo that every Nerve "ſhould be 


pained by its Separation! Tear it away, O Lord, 

by a Hand graciouſly ſevere! And by Degrees, yea, 
Lord, by ſpeedy Advances, go on, I beſeech Thee, 
to perfect what is ſtill lacking in my Faith (d)! Ac- 
complifty in me all the good Pleaſure of Thy Goid- 


nei (e) Inrich me, Q Heavenly Father, with all 
the Graces of Thy Spirit: Form me to the compleat 


Image of Thy dear Son: And then, for His Sake, 
coe unte mt, and manifeſt Thy gration Preſence in 
my Soul (f), till it is ripened for — State of Glory, 
for which all theſe Operations are intended to pre- 
pare it! Amen,” 


{4) 1 Theff, iii, 10. (e) 2 Theft. i, 17. (f) John xiv, 27, 23. 
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126 A Survey of the Cbriſtian Temper, Chap. 14. 


CHAP. XIV. 


A more particular View of the ſeveral 
Branches of the CHRISTIAN Tempe; 
by which the Reader may be father aſſiſt- 
ed, in judging. what he is, and what he 
ſhould endeavour to be +. 


The Importance of the Caſe engages to a more particular 
Surge, what Manner 3 ave are f. F. 1, 2. 

Accerdingh the Chriftian Temper is 2 (I.) B 
fante general Views of it ;' as a New and Divine 7. = 
Ser, J. 3- 4. reſembling that of Chrift, . 4. And 
as engaging us 10 be ſpiritually minded, and to wait 
by Faith. F. 5. 4 Plan of the Remainder: F. 6. tn 
aubich the Chriftian Temper is more particularly con i- 
dered. (II.) With regard to the Bleed GOD; as 
including Fear, Affection, and Obedience. F. 7. Faith 


and Love to Chrift, F. 8, 9. Toy in Hin, F. 1c. 


Ana a frofer Temper towards the Holy Spirit, parti 
cal ry as a Stirit of Adoption, and of Courage. J 
1i,-i3. (III.) Lib Regard to ourſelves; as in- 


«luding reforms of tbe Seul to the Boay, Humility, 


Purity, F. 14. - Temperante, J. 15, Contentmezt, 

$. 16. And Patience, F. 17. (IV,) With * 

te cur Fellago- Creatures; as incliding Love, \. 

Nee tnie, F. 19. Fasel, $. 20. Mercy, 5 2 
4 711, 


+ N B. This Chapter i is almoſt an "bs of that excellent 
Bo k of Dr, Evans, intituled, The Chrifian Temper, fo far as it re- 
lates ohe D-ſcription of it. For particular Argument, to inforce 
esch Pact of tb Ter pe, I muſt eter me Reader to the Book itielſ. 


Ch. 14. 45 implying a New.and Divine Temper. 127 
Truth, F. 22. And Candeur in judging, $. 25. (V.) 

 G-neval Dualifications of each Branch; $. 24. Such as 
Sincerity, H. 25. Conſtonc;, 5. 26. Tenderns/s, . 
27. Zeal, F. 28. And Prudence, J. 29. Theſe 
Things ſhould frequently te recollected. F. 30. 4 Re- 
view of all in a Scriptural Prayer. Ne 


4.1. FL 7 HEN I conſider the infinite Importance of 
Eternity, I find it exceeding difficult to 
ſatisfy myſelf in any Thing which I can ſay to Men, 
where their eternal. Intereſts are concerned. I have 
iven you a View, I hope I may truly ſay, a juſt, as 
well as faithful View, of a truly Chriſtian Temper already. 
Yet for your farther Aſſiſtance, I would offer it to your 
Conſideration in various Points of Light, that you may 
be aſſiſted in judging of what you are, and what you 
ought to be. And in this I aim, not only at your Con- 
viction, if you are yet a Stranger to real Religion, but at 
your farther Edification, if by the Grace of God, you are 
by this Time experimentally acquainted with it. Hap- 
py will you be, happy beyond Expreſſion, if as you go 
on from one Article to another, you can ſay, * This is 
my Temperand Character.“ Happy in no inconſidera- 
ble Degree, if you can ſay, This is what { defire, what 
ga f3r, and what I purſue, in Preference to every op- 
* polite View, tho? it 5e vet what I have as yet attained,” 
6. 3. SEARCH then, and try, what Manner ef, Spirit 
1. are of (al. And may He that Starcheth all Hearts di- 
rc the Enquiry, and enable you /o to judge your/elf, that 
% 124y not be condemmed of the Lord (b) | 
b. 3. Kxovw. in the general, that if you are a Chri/-, 
© :tcn indeed, you have been renewed in the Spirit of 
© «us Mind (c); lo renewed as to be regenerated, and 
© born again.” It is not enough, to have aſſumed a 
new Name, to have been brogght under ſome new Re- 
'*r2ints, or to have made a partial Change in ſome Par- 
t:culars of your ConduRt. The Change maſt be great aud 
wiverſal, Enquire then whether you have eatertained 
new Apptehenſions of Things, have formed a practical 
|adgment different from what you formerly did; Whe- 
der the Ends you propoſe, the Affections which you feel 
„ working 
* Lake a. 65. (bv; 2 Cor. xi. 31, 32: e) Erh. iu. 23. 5 


rr 


128 l reſembles that of Chriſl, Chap. 14. 
working in your Heart, and the Courſe of Action to 
which; by thoſe- Affections, you are directed, be on the 
whole New or Old“ Again, If you are a Chriſtian 
„ indeed, you are Puitater of a- Divine Nature (d); 
« Divine in its Original, ifs Tendency, and its Refem - 
„ blance.” Enquire therefore, whether Gop hath im- 
planted a Principle in your Heart, which tends to him, 
and which makes you Hke him. Search your Saul at- 
tentively, to fee if you have really the Image there of 
Gop's Moral Perfections, of his Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs, his Goodnefs and Fidelity; for 2h Mean Man is 
after G O D-crenied in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs (e), 


and is renewrd in Knowledge after the Image of Him that | 


created him ((). 5 . 
F. 4. For you farther Aﬀſtance enquire, whether 

«rhe ſame Mind be in you which was alſo in Chrift (g): 

«© whether you hear the Image of God's Incarnate Son, 


«6 the brighteſt and faireſt Reſemblance of the Father, 


4% which-Earth or Heaven has ever beheld.” The Bleſ- 
fed Jeſus deſigned himſelf to be a Model for all his Fol- 
lowers; and He is certainly a Model moſt fit for our Imi- 
tation: An Example in our own Nature, and in Circum- 
ſtances adapted to general Uſe; an Example, recom- 
mended to us at onee by its ſpotleſs Perfection, and by 
the endearing Relation in which he ſtands to us, as our 
Maſter, our Friend, and our Head; as the Perſon by 
whom our everlaſting State is to be fixed, and in a Re- 
ſemblance to whom our final Happineſs is to confiſt, if 
ever we are happy at all, Look then into the Life and 
Temper of Chriſt, as deſeribed and illuſtrated in the Goſ- 
pels, and ſearch whether you can find any Thing- like 
it in your own Life. Have you any Thing of his Devo- 
tion, Love, and Reſignation to Gop ? Any Thing of 
His Humility, Meekneſs, and Benevolence to Men? Any 
Thing of His Purity and Wiſdom, His Contempt of the 
World, His Patience, His Fortitude, His Zeal ?. And 
indeed alt the other Branches of the Chriſtian Temper, 
which do not imply previous Guilt in the Perſon by 

| e | e whom 
ta) 2 Pet. 1. 4. le) Eph. iv, 4. () Col ni. 79. 
(8g) Phil; ji. 5. 
7 "W Tue Reader may ſee theſe Thoughts illuſtrated at large, + in the 
Three fuſt of my Sermon en Regeneration, = 


— jy a ty 11 prey nc; 


* 
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. 
. 
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Faith will act on the Being of Gon, His Perfections, His 
Providences, His Precepts, His Threatnings, and His 
Promifes. It will act upon CHriſti evhen having no! /ety, 
you will lee and honour (I). It will act on that wn/cen 
Herd, which it knows to be Eternal, and. therefore in- 
finitely more worthy of your affectionate Regard, than 
any of the Things aich are een and are Tempora (m). 

5. 6. Tasss are general Views of the Ghriftian len- 
per, on which I would intreat you to examine yourſelf: 
And now I would go on to lead.you into a Survey of 
the grand Branches of it, as reigting to Cad, aur Neigh- 


«ur, and our/elwes; and of thoſe. Rualifications, which 


muſt attend each of theſe Branches, ſuch as. Sncerity, 
Conflancy, Tenderne/i, Leal, and Prudence. And 1 bag 
your diligent Attention, while I lay before you à few 
Hints with Regard te each, by which you may judge 
the better, both of your State, and your Duty. 


9. 7. ExamiNnE then, I intreat you, the Tanger of 
0 


© your Heart, with Regard to the 8/z4ed GOD.” 

you tind there a reverential Fear, and a ſupreme Lore 
and Veneration for his incomparable Excellencies, a De- 
hire after Him as the Higheſt Good, and a.cordial Grati- 
tnde towards Him as your Supream gene factor? Can 


you truſt His Care? Can you credit. His Teſtimony ? Do 


Gzx you 
(kh) Rom. viii. 6, {i) 2 Car, X. . | (k 2 Cor, . 7. | 


130 Mat it includes with Regard 10 G0 D, Ch, 14. 
you deſire fo pay an unreſerved Obedience to all that 
He commands, and an humble Submiſſion to all the 
Difpoſals of His Providence? Do you defign His Glory 
as your nobleſt End, and make it the great Buſineſs of 
your Life to approve yourſelf to him? Is it your go- 
verning Care to imitate him, and to /erwve him in Spirit 
and in Truth (n)? FO "_ 

$. 8. Fair in Chriſ I have already deicribed a: 
large; and therefore ſhall ſay nothing farther, either of 
that Perſuaſion of His Power and Grace, which is the 
great Foundation of it; or of that Acceptance of Chriſt 
under all his Characters, or that e of the Soul 
into His Hands, in which its peculiar and diſtinguiſli- 
ing Nature conſiſts. r oh 

F. 9. Ir this Faith in Chriſt be ſincere, it will 
„ undoubtedly. produce a Lowe to Him; which will 
expreſs itfelf, in affectionate Thoughts of Him; in ſtrict 
Fidelity to Him; in a careful Obſervation of His 
Charge; in a Regard to His Spirit, to His Friends, 
and to His Intereſts; in a Reverence to the Memorials 
f His dying Love, which he has inſtituted ; and in an 
ardent Defire after that Heavenly World where He 
dwells, and where he will at length Save all bis People 
to arwell with bim (ol. 5 

§. 10. I may add, agreeable to the Word of Gos, . 
„ that thus believing in Chriſt, and loving Him, you 
„will alſo rejoice. in Hin; in His glorlous Deſign, 
and in His compleat Fitneſs to accompliſh it, in the 
Promiſes of His Word, and in the Privileges of Hi: 
People. It will be Matter of Joy to you, that ſuch a2 
Redeemer has appeared in this World of ours; and 


your Joy fer yourſelves will be proportionable to the : 
: De ree of Clearneſs, with which you diſcern your Inte- F 
reſt in Him, and Relation to Him. | 3 , 
&. 11. Ler me further lead you into ſome Reflections | 
en'** the Temper of your Heart towards the Bleed Shi. F 
„ rit.”” If ue have not the Spirit of Chriff, we are 60 
none of His (p)- If we are not ed by the Spirit of G OD, C 
we are not the Children of GOD (q). You will then, 
if you are a real Chriſtian, deſire that you may be fil 
a 1 0 9 
(u) John iv, 24. (o) John vii. 4. (e)] Rom. vii. 1 


(4) Rom, viii, 14. 


Chap. 14. to Chrift, and to the Holy Spirit. « 135 


zvith rhe Spirit (r); that you may have every Power of 
your Soul ſubject to His Authority; that his Agency on 


your Heart be more conſtant, more operative, and 


more delightful. And to cheriſh theſe ſacred Influences, 


you will often have Recourſe to ſerious Conſideration and 


Meditation: You will abſtain from thoſe Sins, which 
tend to grieve Him: You will improve the tender Sa- 
ſons, in which He ſeems to breathe upon your Soul: You 
will ſtrive earneſtly with Gop in Prayer, that you may 
have Him fed on you ſtill more abundantly. thro" Je/us 
Chrift (s) : And you will be defirous to fall in with the 
great End of his Miſſion, which was to glrify Chrift (t). 
and to eſtabliſh His Kingdom.—* You will defire His 
«© Influences as the Spirit , Adoption,” to render your 
Ads of Worſhip free and affectionate, your Obedience 
vigorous, your Sorrow for Sin overflowing and tender, 
your Reſignation meek, and your Love ardent; in a 
Word, to carry you thro? Life and Death, with the 
Temper of a Child, who delights in his Father, and 
who longs for his more immediate Preſence. | 

F. 12. ONCE more, “ If you are a Chriſtian indeed, 
„you will be defirous to obtain the Spirit gf Courage." 
Amidſt all that Humility of Soul to which you will be 


formed, you will wiſh to commence a Hero in the Cauſe 


of Chriſt; oppoſing with a vigorous Reſolution. the 
ſtrongeſt Efforts of the Powers of Darkneſs, the inward 
Corruption of your own Heart, and all the outward 
Difficulties you may meet with in the Way of your 
Duty, while in the Cauſe and in the Strength of Chriſt 
you go on conguering and to conquer. 3 
$. 13. ALL theſe Things may be conſidered as 
Branches of. Godline/s ; of that Godline/s, which is profita- 
ble unto all Things, and hath the Promiſe of the Life which 
now is, and of that which 14 to come (u). IN | 
$. 14. LET me now farther lay before you ſome 
Branches of the Chriſtian Temper, ** which relate mare 
immediately to our/e/ves.” And here, if you are a 
Chriſtian indeed, you will undoubtedly prefer the Soul 
l the Body, and Things Eternal to theje that are Tem- 
DO Wy G4 | feral? 


% Eph, v. 18. (s) Tit, iii, 6. (t) John xv). 14. 


(2) 1 Tim, iv. 8. 


rye : En ue ny & 


3 
8 


* 
; 
1 
, 
A A re ren 
curd N. n 


— K 


Eur PR —— Wap r . . . 


— 


192 The Graces this Temper includes Chap. 14, 


1 fora/.”” Conſcious of the Dignity and Value of your 
Immortal Part, you will come to a firm Reſolution ts 
ſecure its Happineſs, whatever is to be reſigned, what- 
ever js to be endured in that View. ——I yoy are a rea! 
©Chriftian, “you will be alſo cloathed with Humility (x) 
You will have a deep Senſe of your own Imperfectione, 
both natural and moral; of the ſhort Extent of your 
Knowledge; of the Uncertainty and Weakneſs of your 
Reſolutions; and of your continual Dependenee upon 
Gov, and upon almoſt every Thing about you, And 
eſpecially, you will be deeply ſenfible of your Guilt ; 
the Remembrance of which will Ul you with Shame 
and Confuſion, even when you have ſome Reaſon to 
hope it is forgiven. This will forbid all Haughtineſs and 
Inſolence, in your Behaviour to your Fellow-Creatures. 
It will teach you, under afflictive Providences, with all 
holy Submiffion to bear ihe Indignation f the Lord, as 
_ thoſe that know they bawe /inned again Him {y).— 
Again, if you are a Chriſtian indeed. you will la- 
«© bour after Purity off Soul,” and maintain a fixed Ab- 
horrence of all prohibited ſenſual Indulgence. A Recol- 
lection of paſt Tmpurities will fill yeu with Shame and 
Grief; and you will endeavour for the future to guard 
your Thoughts and Defires, as well as your Words and 
Aktions, and to abMain, not only from the Commiſion 
of Evil, but from the giſtant Agpenrance and probable 
Occafions / it (a); as conſcious of the perfect Holineſs 
of that Gob with whom you converſe, and of the par- 
Jing Nature of that Hope (a), which by his Goſpel He 
Dat taught you to entertain. : 
15: Wirz this is nearly allied, “chat amiable 
« Virtue of Temperance ;”? Which will teach you to guard 
againſt ſuch a Ufe cf Meats and Drinks, as waliipoles the 
Body for the Service of the Soul; or ſuch an Indulgence 
in either, as will rob you of that precious Jewel, your 
Time, or occaſion an Expence beyond what your Cir- 
cumftantes will admit, and beyond what will eonſiſt with 
thoſe Liberalities to the Poor, which yorr Relation and 
theirs to Go and each other will regnize. In ſhort, 
you will guard againft whatever has a Tendency to in- 
| | creaſe 
{x} 1 Pet, v. 5. (y) Mich, vii. g. (&) 3 Thefi. V. 22> 


fa) John hi, 3. 
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creaſe a ſenſual Diſpoſition; againſt Whatever would 


alienate the Soul from Communion with Gop,.and 


would diminiſh its Zeal and Activity in His Service. 

6. 16. Tur Divine Philoſaphy of the bleſſed Jz5ws 
will alſo teach you ** a contented Temper»? It will mo- 
derate your Deſires of thoſe Worldly Bnjoyments, after 
which many fel ſuch an inſatiable Thinſt, evergrawing 
with Indulgence and Succeſs. You will guard again an 
immoderate Care about thoſe Things, which would lead 
you into a Forgetfulneſs of your Hravenly Inheritance. 
if Providence diſappoint ygur Undertakings, you will 
ſubmit, if others be more proſperous, you will not 
envy them; but rather will be thankful for what Gon 
is pleaſed to beſtow upon gem, as well as for what He 
gives you. No unlawful Methods will be uſed, to alter 
your preſent Condition; and whatever it is, you will 
endeavour to make the heſt of it; remembering, it is 
what infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs have appointed 
vou, and that it is beyond all Compariſon better than 
vou have deſerved; yea, that the very Deficiencies and 
Inconveniencies of it may cenduce to the Improvement 
of your future and compleat Happineſs. ms, 

6. 17, Wir Contentmant, it.yau are à Diſciple of 
Chriſt, © you will goin Patirnee too, and. im Patience 


% pofſefs your Soul (h). Yeu cannot indeed be quite in- 


ionfible, either of, Affſictians, or of Injuries; but your 


Mind will be calm and com poſed under them; and ſteady 


iu the Proſegution of proper Duty, the *Aflitions,prels, 
+:4 tho” your Hopes, your deareſt Hapes, aad Proſpects 


delayed. Patience wall prevent haſty and raſn Con- 


bons, and ſortify yay againſt freking irregular Me - 
nods of Relief; diſpoſing you in the mean Time, till 
{09 ſhall be pleaſed to appear ſor you, to go on ſteadi- 
uin the Way of your Duty; commilting your/elf to Him 
in wxll doing (6). You Will alſo be garctul, that Hu- 
tent may hawe ts perfact i er&.(d), and prevail in Pro- 
ertlon to theſe Circumſtances which gdemant its peculiar 
'.xerclule. For Inſtance, when the Succeſſions of Evil 
arg lang and various, fo that Dea calls t Deep, and 
©: GOD's Waves aul Pillows deem to be guing over 

| G 5 „ you 

{b) Luke xxi, 13 (6) 1 Pet. In, 19. 60%) Jun, i, 4 


— — — — — — 


134 The Graces of the Chriſtian Temper, Chap. 14. 
von one after another (e); when Gop touches you in 
the moſt tender Part; when the Reaſons of His Conduct 
to you are quite unaccountable; when your natural Spi- 
rits are weak and decayed ; when unlawful Methods of 
Redreſs ſeem near and eaſy ; ſtill your Reverence for the 
Will of your Heavenly Father will carry it againſt all, 
and keep you waiting quietly for Deliverance in His 
own Time and Way. e 


N. B. this Chapter ſeem tob long 70 be read at once, i! 
may properly be divided here. 


F. 18. In vx thus led you into a brief Review of the 
Chriſtian Temper, with reſpect to EOD, and ourſelve: : 
Permit me now to add, that the Goſpel will teach 
% you another Set of very important Leſſons with Re- 
«« ſpe to your Fellow Creatures They are all /ummed 
up in this, T hox ſhalt Jowe thy Neighbour as thyſelf (f); 
and ⁊obatſes ver thou would, (that is, whatſoever thou 
«© couldſt in an Exchange of Circumſtances fairly and 
% reaſonably defire,) that others ſhould do unto thee, ds 
*« thou likewife the ſame unto them (g). The Religion 
of the Bleſſed JIEsUs, when it triumphs in your Soul, 
will — the Predominancy of an irregular Self- 
Love, and will teach you candidly-and tenderly to look 
upon your Neighbour as another Self. As you are ſen- 
fible of your own Rights, you will be ſenfible of His; 
as you ſupport your on Character, you will ſupport 
His. You will defire his Welfare, and be ready to re- 
lieve his Neceffity, as you would have your own con- 
ſuited by another, You will put the kindeſt Conſtruction 
upon his dubious Words and Actions. You will take 
Pleaſure in his Happineſs, you will feel his Diſtreſs, in 
ſome Meaſure as your own. And moſt happy will you | 
be, when this obvious Rule is familiar to your Mind, 
when this golden Law is written upon your Heart; 
and when it is habitually and impartially conſulted by 
you, upon every Occaſion, whether great or ſmall, 
6. 19. Tax Gosyer will alſo teach you, © to pu? on 
„ Meckugft (h),“ net only with Reſpect to Gop, ſub- 

| mitting 
. {e) Pfal. xl. 7. (f) Rom, Ai. 9. {g) Matt. vi, 12, 
to Col, fil, 13. 
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mitting to the Authority of His Word, and the Diſpoſal 
of His Providence, as was urged before; but alfo awith 
Regard to your Brethren of Mankind. Its gentle Inſtruc- 
tions will form you to Calmneſs of Temper under In- 
juries and Provocations, ſo that you may not be angry 
without, or beyond juſt Cauſe. It will engage you to 
guard your Words, leſt you provoke and exaſperate thoſs; 
you ſhould rather ſtudy by Love to gain, and by Tender: 
nefs to heal. Meekneſs will render you {low in uſing any 
rough and violent Methods, if they can by any Means 
be lawfully avoided; and ready to admit, and even to 
propoſe a Reconciliation, after they have been entered 
into, if there may yet be Hope of ſucceeding. Sofar as 
this Branch of the Chriftian Temper prevails in your 
Heart,' you will take Care to avoid every Thing which 
might give unneceſſary Offence to others ; you will be: 
have yourſelf in a modeſt Manner, according to your 
Station; and it will work, both with , to Supe- 
riors and Inferiors; reaching you duly to honour the 
one, and not to overbear or oppreſs, to grieve or inſult 


the other. And in Religion itſelf, it will reftrain all 


immoderate Sallies and harſh Cenſures; and will com- 
mand down h Wrath of Man, which in/fead of Work- 
ing; ſo often oppoſes the' Righteouſneſs of GOD (i), and 
ſhames and wounds that good Caule, in which it is 
boiſterouſly and furiouſly engaged. Te 

$. 20. Wirk this is naturally connected a peace- 
ful Diſpos tion. It you are a Chriſtian indeed, you 
ill have ſuch a Value and Eſteem for Peace, as to en- 
deavour to obtain, and to preſerve it, as much as lieth in 
you (k), as much as you fairly and honourably can! 
This will hare ſuch an Influence upon your Congduet, 
as to make you not only cautious of giving Offence; 


and flow.in taking it, but earneſtly deſirous to regain. 
Peace as ſoon as may be, when it 1s in any Meafure - 


broken; that the Wound may be healed, while it is 
zreen, and before it begins to rankle and feſter. And 
more eſpecially. this Diſpoſition. will engage you, 20 Keep 
ihe Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace (I), wwith all 
bat in every Place call en the Name of our Lord Jeſus 

x. . Y Chriſt, 


{') Jam. i. 30. (KK) Rom. xii, _ | 01 Eph, is, * 


— 
7. 


. 


* 


| 
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136 All theſe Gratis mu be artena Chap. 18. 
Chrif (m) ; whom if you trely love, you will alſo love 
all choſe, whom you have Reaſon to believe do be his 
Diſciples and Servants. | | 

. 21. Ir you be yourſelves indeed of that Number, 
% you will alſo pur ox Bowels of Mercy (n]. The Mer- 
cies of Gon, and thoſe of the bleſſed Redeemer, wilt 
work on your Heart, to mould it to Sentiments of Com- 
paſſion and Generoſity, fo that you will feel the Wants 
and Sorrows of others; you will defire to retieve their 
Neceſſities, and, as you have an Qpperianity, you will ds. 
God, both to their Bodies and their Souls; exprefiy 
your kind Affections in ſuitable Actions, which may bot! 
evidence their Sincerity, and render them eſfectunl. 

$. 22. As a Chriſtian, “ you will alſo maintain T ruth 
% inviolable,” not only in your folemn Teſtimonies, 
When confirmed by an Oath, but likewiſe in common 
Converſation. You will remember tao, that your Pro- 
miſes bring an Obligation upon you, which you ate by 
no Means at Liberty to break thro'. On the whole, you 
will be careful to keep a ſtritt Correſpondence between 
your Words and your A&tions, in ſuch 8 Manner as be- 
comes a Servant of the Gop of Truth. 

$. 23. Owes more, As amidſt the ſtricteſt Care te 


obſerve all the Divine Precepts, you will fill find many 


Imperfections on Account of which you will be obliged 


to pray, that GOD e not eater into frevit Faigment 


with you, as well knowing that in His Sight you"cagnet 
be inflified (0); you will be careful aut to judęr arbers, 
in luch a Manner as ſhould awaken the Severity of 
His, Judgment gpatnff your/elf (p).“ You will not, 
therefore, judge them pregmaically, that is, when you 
have nothing to do with their Actions; nor vaſhly, 
without engquiring into QircumRances ; nor partially, 
without weighing them attentively and fairly; nor un- 
charitably, putting the worſt Coaſtruction vpon Things 
in their own Nature dubious, deciding upon Intentions 
as Evil farther than they certainly appear to be ſo, pro- 
nouncing on the State of Men, ot on the whole of their 
Character from any particular Action, and involving the 
Innocent. with the Guilty. There is a Moderation cons 
trary to all theſe Extreams, which the Goſpel recom- 
| mends; 
(o) Pfal. cxliüi. 2. 


(m) 1 Cor. i. 2. ? (n) Col. ii. 12. 
alt, vii. 1, 2 f ; 


i) 


— AO — 
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mends ; and if you receive the Goſpel in good Earneſt 
into your Heart, it will lay the Ax to the Root of ſuch 
Hyils as theſe. ee 

5. a4. Havive thus briefly Hloftrated the principal 
Branches of the Chriſtian Jemprr nnd Charactar, I ib 
conclude the Repreſentation, with reminding you 
* ſome general Qualifications, which muſt be Mingle 
* with all, and give a Tincture to each af them; ſuch 
© as, Shuctrity, Texderne/s, Teal, and Prudence. 1 

$. 25. Al wars remember, ** that Sizcerity is the | 
«© very Soul of true Religion.” A ſingle Intention to WE | 
pleaſe Gay, and to approve purſelves to Him, myſt 
animate and govern all that we do in it. Under the 'Y 
influence of this Principle, you will e enguirs 1 
into every Iatimation of Duty, and apply to the Practice 1 
of it ſo far as it is known te you. Your Heart will be 1 
engaged in all you du. Yaur Condut in private and in if 
ſecret, will be agreeable to your moſt public Behaviour. | |} 
A Senſe of the Diviae Authority will teach you, to ll 
sftcem all GOD“ Prectpts concerning all T bings to right, 
and to hate ei. falſe Way (d). ll 
F. 26. Tuus are vau i Simplicity and godly Sincevity 4 
4% haue your Conwer/ation in tb War id 0. And . | 
are alſo to charge it upon your Saul, to be fefa 
and immoureahble, always avcunding in the Work of the 1 
1 Lord (S). There muſt nat only be ſame ſudden Fits and 1 
Starts of Devotion, or of ſamething which looks like 
it, bat Religion muſt be an habitval and permanent 
Thing, There muſt be a Purpote to adbere to it at all 
Times. It muſt be made the ſtated and ordinary Bo- 
ſineſs of Life. Delibarate and pre ſumptuaus Sins muſt be 
carefully avoided; a Guard mult be maintained againſt 
mne common Inſirmities of Iufe; and Falls of one Kind 
on of another, muſt he Matter of proportionable Humi- 
lation before Gop, and muſt occahon renewed Reſo- 
lutton for His Service. And thus you are to go on te 
thc: End of your Life, not diſcouraged by the Length and 
Diiiculty of the Way, nor allured on the one Hand, or 
terrified on the other, by all the various Temptations 
which nay ſurround and aflault you, Your Soul mult 
be ixed on this Baſis, and you are till to behave 1 


— — 


4 Pſal. cu 125. (r) 2 Cor i. 12. (s) I Cor. XY, 58, 


— 


—— ——— — — en 


138 The Dualifications of this Temper. Chap. 14. 
felf as one who know he ſerves an unchangeable Gov, 
and who expects from him a Kingdom awwhich cannot be 
moved (t). l 5 

$. 27. Ac Alx, So far as the Goſpel prevails in your 
Heart, your Spirit will be tender, and he Stone will be 
% ftrantfermed into Fleſh.” You will defire, that your 
Apprehenſion of Divine Things may be quick, your 
Affections ready to take proper Impreſſions, your Con- 
ſcience always eafily touched, and on the whole, your 
Reſolutions pliant to the Divine Authority, and cordially 
willing to be, and to do, whatever Gow ſhall appoint. 
You will have a tender Regard to the Word of Gop, a 
tender Caution againſt Sin, a tender Guard againſt the 
Snares of Proſperity, a tender Submiſſion to God's 
afflicting Hand: In a Word, you will be tender, where- 
ever the Divine Honour is concerned; and careful, 


neither to do any Thing yourſelf, nor to allow any 


Thing in anether, ſo far as you can influence, by which 
Gos ſhould be offended, or Religion reproachet. 
&. 28. Nay more than all this, you will, fo far as 
true Chriftianity governs in your Mind, “ exert an holy 
* Zeal inthe Service of your Redeemer and your Father.” 
You will be zealouſly affected in every good Thing (u), in 
Proportion to its apprehended Goodneſs and Importance. 
You will be zealous eſpecially, to correct what is irre- 
gular in yourſelves, and to act to the utmoſt of your 
Ability for the Cauſe of Gov. Nor will you be able to 
look with an indifferent Eye on the Conduct of others 
in this View; but ſo far as Charity, Meekneſs and Pru- 
dence will admit, you wilt teſtify your Diſapprebation 
of every Thing in it, which is diſhonourable to Gov, 
and injurious to Men. And you will labour not only 
to reclain Men from ſuch Courſes, but to engage them 
to Religion, and to quicken them in it. = 
$. 29. AN p once more, You will defire ** to uſe 74: 
% Prudence which Gon hath given you,” in judging 
what is, in preſent Circumſtances, your Duty to Gov, 
your Neighbour, and yourſelf; what will be, on the 
whole, the moſt acceptable Manner of diſcharging it, 
and' how far it may be moſt advantageouſly pur- 
ſued; as remembring, that He is indeed the wiſeſt and 


(t) Heb. Ai. 28. | o{4) Gal, ir, 48. 
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the happieſt Man, who by conſtant Attention of 
Thought diſcovers the greateſt Opportunities of doing 
Good, and with ardent and animated Reſolution breaks 
thro? every Oppoſition, that he may improve thoſe Op- 
portunimes. #9, Rs 

$. 30. Tr1s is ſuch a View of the Chriſtian Temper, 

as could conveniently be thrown within ſuch narrow 
Limits; and I hope, it may aſſiſt many in the great and 
important Work of Self-Examination.- Let your own 
Conſcience anſwer, how far you have already attained 
it, and how far you defire it; and let the principal To- 
picks here touched upon be fixed in your Memory and 
in your Heart, that you may be mentioning them be- 
fore Gop in your! datly Addreſſes to the Throne of 
Grace, in order to receive from him all neceſſary Af. 
ſiſtances for bringing them into Practice. 5 


APRAYER, chiefly in Scripturꝭ. Language, in which the 
ſeveral Branches of the Chfiſtian Temper are more 
briefly enumerated in the Order laid don above, * | 


«5 LESSE D God, I humbly adore Thee, as 
| ©: the great Father of Lights, and the Giver of © 
«© every good and every perfe# Gift (x). From Thee 
therefore I ſeek every Blefling, and eſpecially thoſe, 
„Which lead me to Thyſelf, and prepare me for the 
Eternal Enjoyment of Thee. I adore Thee, as 252 
60 D, who /earchbes the Hearts, and tries the Reins of 
the Children of Men (y). Search me, O GOD, and 
'* know my Heart; try me and know my Thoughts : See if 
there be any wicked Way in me, and lead me in the Wa 
ce rlaſting (z). May I know 2vhat Manner of Spirit 
I am c (a), and be preferved from miſtaking, where 
the Error might be infinitely fatal! | ; 
May IJ, © Lord, be renewed in the Spirit of my 
% Mind (b) A new Heart do Thou give me, ond 4 
„ new Spirit do Thou put within me (c)] Make me 
«© Partaker of 4 Divine Nature (d); and as He who 
* hath calied me is Holy, may I be boly in all Manner 


64 of 
(x) Jam. i. 17. {y) Jer, xvii. 10. (2) Pſal. cxxxix. 22, 2 
(a) Luke ix. 53. (b) Eph, iv, 23. (e] Ezek, XXX M. 25. 


) 2 Pet. 1.4. 
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Work in me, as 'the Spirit of Lowe, and of Boncur, 


140 A Prayer in Scripture Languagr, Chap, 13. 
/ Coumenſation (e). May the ſame ind be in me, 
„ auhich vas alſo in Chr e, (F); nay 1 fo vu 
een 4s ie walked (8g) Deliver me 


& | from being er- 
&© waiy minded, <vhich 4s Death ; and make me u- 


ally minded, ſince that is Life and Peace (h) ] And 


* may J, white I paſs through this World of Senſe, 
„ wa i Faith, and wot by Sight (i); and be frong in 
%% Faub, giving Glory to GOD (K) / 


1 — - * 


* May Thy Grace, O Lord, which hath | 


4 n all Max, and appeared 7o me, with ſuch glori- 
© ous Evidence and Lyltre, effectually each me to deny 


* Lingodling/s and averldly Lift, and to live /oberly, 
* righteoufly, and godly (1) ! Work in mine Heart 2h. 
% (Gedlungs, which . 4 unto all Things (m); and 
teach me, by the Influences of thy Bleſſed Spirit, to 
* love Thee the Lord yy G OD, with nil my Heart, 
* and with all my Soul, and with all my Mind, and 
« t all ay Strength (n)! May I yield aix/alf wnto 


.** Thee, as alive from the Daad (o); and preſent my Body 


« a living Sacrifice, haly, and acceptable in 7% Sight, 
* which is my moſt reaſonable Serwice (p)] May 1 en⸗ 
„ tertain the moſt faithful and affectionate Regards to 


the Bleſſad Jeu, Thine incarnate Sap, the Bright- 
„ 1/5 of rh * and the expreſs Image of thy Her- 


« {ov (q)/ Tho' | have mer een Him, may Ihe Him; 
and in Him, th uew I foe Him not, yet beliewing, 
« may 1 rejoice evith Toy ahſpeakable nad full of Glo- 
« r) And may the {fe nubich I live inthe Flefh, 


„ be daily % the Faith of tbe Sen uf GOD (5) ! May I 
„ be filled auirb the Spirit (t); and may I be led by it (u); 
„and ſo may it be evident io others, and eſpecially to 
„ my own Soul, that I am à Child of Gon, and an 
Heir of Glory | May I 4 recei ue the Spirit of Bon- 
„ dage unto Fear, bat the Sparit of Adopticn, awhereby 1 


„ may be enabled to c, Abba, Father (x) { May He 


| and 

OT Pet. j. 15. (i) Phil. fi. g. OE John ii, 6. 
_ fb} Rom. viii.b, 60% Cor, v. 7, (k) Rom. iv. 20. 
41) Tit. ii. 17, 12, (m) 1 Tim. iv, 8. (n) Mark xi. 30. 
1 Rem. vi. 13. (p). Rem, ii, 14. (q) Heb. i. . 


7) 1 Pet. l. 8. (s) Gal. ti. 320 (t) Eph v. 1 
lu) Rota, vid. 14. (X)-Rotts, YI, 15% Wag”: 


Chap. 14. #velating v6 the Chriſtian Temper.” r 
© and a found Mind (y); that ſo I may aud to my 
«© Faith, Virtue (az) I May | be flrong, and ven courm- 
«© geous (a), and gut mal, like a Man (b), and like a 
: Chriſtzan, in the Work to which I am called, ant in 
«© that Warfare which I had in view, when 1 lifted 
„under the Banner of the great Gaprain of my Sal- 


«© wation/ 


ma 


„ Teach me, O Lord, ſemouſſy to conſider the Na- 


ture of my own Soul, and to {et a ſuitable Value upon 
„it! May I labanr, not only, or chiefly, for te Meur 
*« that periſbeth, but for that which tudureth to Eternal 
«« Life de)“ May T hunk vfl, under nhy - Mighty 
Hand, and be cloathed\vunth Humility (d); decked 
with the Ornament of a moe and gui, Spirit, aubich in 
« the Sight of GOD is of great Price (e) “ May 1 be 
* pure in Heart, that I may fee COD (f); mort hing 
** my Members avhich are on the Fant (g). ſo that sf a 
% Right en, me, I may pluck is but, and if a Right 
Hau offend me, I way rut if off (h) May L be 
*© !2axperate in all Things (a), content "with fuch Things 
„% ae (k), and ird to be fo in whatever 
State I am(1)! May Patience alſo baut 7s por fer? 
„ort in me, that I may be in that Reſpect comglaar, 
„ and wanting mithing (m)? i 
Form we, © 234 Thee, to a proper 
 Trmper towards ai Fellow Greatures'! May I lose oy 
* Neiphbour as ] un); and huge ver 7 wwonkd that 
« others tou wa unte are, may | alſh % tbe fame uro 
rem (o)! May I pt ow Mertnefs (p) under the greateſt 
„ Injuries and Provocations ; and it he ele, 1 
muh as liaub i a, may i be frarrably with all 
** Mex (q) “ May I be ara, as wy Father in em- 
Len i merciful (r) May 1 pn the Truth from ny 
** Heart (s); aud may 1 ſpent it im bove (8) ; guardin 


again 
(y) Tim. i. 2%. (x) Pet. i. 5. (n) fohh. i. 7. 
{b) r Car, wvi. 13. (e) Jahm vi. ay. Feil v. 5, 6. 
{e) 1 Pet. iii. 4. (f) Matt, v. 8. ( Cel. Hi, 9. 
(h) Matt. v. 29, 30. (1) x Cor, ix. 25. (k) Heb. xiii. 5. 
() Phil, iv. 23. (m) Jam. i, 4 | (n) Gal. v. 14. 
(o Matt. vii. 12. (o) Col. iii. 12. (9) Rom. xi. 18. 


) Luke vi. 36. (s) Pal. xv, 3. (t) Eph, iv, 15. 


* —— —— — Oe 


142 A Prayer for the Chriſtian Temper. Chap. 14. 


*« apainſt every Inſtance of a cenſorious and malignant 
„ Diſpoſition ; and taking Care not to judge ſeverely, as 
IJ would not be judged ( with a Severity, which Thou 
Lord, knoweft, and which mine own Conſcience 
* knows, L ſhould not be able to ſupport! 

* I intreat Thee, O Lord, to work in me all he 
<© Dualifications of the Chriſtian Temper, which may ren- 
per it peculiarly acceptable to Thee, and may prove 
ornamental to my Profeſſion in the World. ee I 
beſeech Thee, a right Spirit within me (x); make me 
an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is no allowed Guile 
** (y)/ And while I feaſt on Chrift, as my Paſſover 
« ſacrificed for me, may 1 keep the Feafl auith the un- 
«* leawencd Bread of Sincerity and Truth (z) ! Make me, 
I beſeech Thee, O Thou Almighty and unchange- 
able Gop, fedſaſi and 5 always abounding 

in thy Work, as knowing that my Labour in the Lord 
*« ſhall not be finally in vain (a) / May my Heart be ten- 
*© der (b), eaſily impreſſed with Thy Word and Provi- 
. dence, touched with an affectionate Concern for thy 
Glory, and ſenſible of every Impulſe of Thy Spirit! 
** May I be zealous for ny GOD (c), with @ Zeal ac- 
**. cording to Knowledge (d) and Charity (e); and teach 
me in Thy Service to join the Wiſdom of the Serpent 
*©(f), "with rhe Beldneſs of the Lion, and the Innocence of 
* #he- Dove Thus render me, by thy Grace, a ſhining 
Image of my dear Redeemer ; and at len gb bring me 
to wear the bright Reſemblance of His Holineſs and 
« His Glory, in that World where he dwells ; that ! 
may aſcribe everlaſting Honours 70 Him, and to Thee, 
% O Thou Father 'of Mercies, whoſe invaluable Gift 
He is, and to Thine Holy Spirit, thro“ whoſe gracious 
Influences I would humbly hope, I may call Thee ny 
«« Father, and Fe/us my Saviour] Amen.” 


600 Matt, vii. r. (x) Pfal. l. 10. (y) John i. 47, 


12) 1 Cor. vi 7, 8. (a) 1 Cor, xv. 53. [b) 2 Kings xvii. 19, 
e) Num. xx. 13. (d) Rom. x, 2, (e) 1 Cor. xvi, 14+ 


{i} Matt: x; 16. 


CHAP, 


N 


Ch. 15. How we are to ſeek the Chriſlian Temper, 1143 


* 
31 
* 

' 
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CHAP 29, nc 


The Reader reminded how much he needs 
the Aſſiſtance of the SyrriT of GOD, 
to form him to the Temper deſcribed 
above, and what Encouragement he has 
to expect it. 994 e 


Farward Reſolutions may prove inaſfectual: 5. 1. Jet 
Religion js not 10 be given up in Deſpair, but Divine 
Crace fought. F. 2. A general View of its Reality and 
. Neceſſity, from Reaſons 5, 3. And Scriptures 5. 4. The 
Spirit to be ſought as the Spirit of Chriſt, $ 5+ And 
in that View, the great Strength of the Soul, F. 6 
The Encouragement there is to hope for the Communica- 
tion of ite $« 7. A concluding Exhortation ta pray for 
1% F. 8, Aud an humble Adare/s to G OD, purſuant 
to that Faxher tafialds, © ni wayne Fer 2h hh | | 


5. 1. HAVE bow laid before you a Plan of that 

I Temper and Character, which the Goſpel re- 
quires, and which, if you are a true Chriſtian, you will 
deſire and purſue. Surely there is in the very Deſcription 
of it ſomething which muſt powerfully ſtrike every 
Mind, which has any Taſte for what is truly beautiful 
and excellent. And I queſtion not, but you my dear 
Reader, will feel ſome Impreſſion of it upon your Heart, 
You will immediately form ſome lively Purpoſe of endea- 
vouring after it; and perhaps you may imagine, you 
ihall certainly and quickly attain to it. You ſee how 
reaſonable it is, and what defizable Conſequences —_ 

| | ily 


144 No Strength in onrſolocs to obtain it. Chap. 15, 
farily attends it, and the Aſpect which it bears on your 
preſent Enjoyment and your future Happineſs; and there- 
fore are determined, you will act accordingly. But give 
me Leave feriouſly to remind you, how many there have 


been, (would to Gon that ſeveral of the Inſtances had 


not happened within the Compaſs of my own perſonal 
Obſervation !) <vho/e Goodne/s hath been ile a Morning 
Cloud, and the early Dew, which ſoon paſſeth away (a). 
There is not Room indeed abſolutely to apply the Words 
of 7o/bua, taken in the moſt rigorous Senſe, when he 
{aid to Jyrael, (that he might humble their too haſty and 
ſanguine Reſolutions,) You n ferve the Lord (b). But 
J will venture to ſay, you cannot eaſily do it. Alas, 
you know not the Difficulties you have to break thro' ; 
you know not the Temptations, which Satan will throw 


in your Way; you know not hew importunate your 


vain and finful-Companions will be, to draw you back 
into the Snare you may attempt to break ; and above 
all, you know not the ſabtile Artifices, Which your 
own Corruptions will practiſe upon you, in order to re- 
over their Dominion over you. You think the Views 
now Have ef Things will be laſting, becauſe the 
rinciples and Objects to which they refer are ſo: But 
perhaps To-morroz may undeeeive you, or rather de- 
ceive you anew. Fo- sr may preſent ſome Trifle 
in a new Drefs, which Mall amuſe you jars a Forget- 
Yulnefs of all this. Nay, perhaps, before you ſie down 
on your Bed, the Imprefhons you now feel may wear off. 
The corrupt Defires of your own Went, now perhaps a 
little charmed down, and lying as if they were dead, 
may ſpring up agein with new Violence, as if they had 
Nept only te recruit their Vigoprs and if you are not 
ſupperted by a better Strength than your own, this 
Struggle fer Liberty will on make your future Chains 
the heavier, the more ſhameful, and the more fatal. 

F. 2» Whar then is to be done? Is: the convinced 
Binner to die dev in Deſpair 2 to Tay, I am an help- 
< 'jof; Captive, and by exerting myſelf with Violence, 
„% may break my Lifhbs foaner than my Bonds, and 
, increaſe the Evil I would remove.“ aun 4 

B e ou 
{#3 Mol. vi, 4. () Jock, xxiv. 19. 9 


Chap. 1 5. Fhe Need we have of Divine Aſiflance. 146 
You cannot, I am perftaded, be ſo little acquainted 
with Chriſtianity, as not to know, that the Doctrine of 
« Divine Aſi/tances bears a very conſiderable Part in it.” 
You have often, F doubt not, read of the Law of the 
Spirit of Life im Chrift Jeſus, as making us free fFom the 
Law of Sin and Death (c); and have been told, that h 
the Spirit, we mortify the Deeds of the Body (d) You have 
cad of doing all Thing: thro" Chriſt who fAlrengtheneth us 
(e); whoſe Grace is ſufficient for us, and whole StrengtÞ 
„ made per fut in M talneſi (t) Permit me, therefore, 
now to call down your Attention to this, as a Truth of 

the cleareſt Evidence, and the atmoſt Importance. 
$. 3. Reason indeed, as well as the whole Tenor of 
Scripture, agrees with this “. The whole created World 
has a neceffary Dependence on Gon : From Him even 
the Knowledge of Natural Things is derived (g), and 
Jill in them is to be aſeribed to Him (h). Much more 
loudly does fo great and excellent a Work, as the new- 
forming the Human Mind, beſpeak its Divine Author, 
When you conſider how various the Branches of the 
Chrifttan Temper are, and how contrary many of them 
a}fo are to that Temper, which hath. prevailed in your 
Heart, and governed your Life in Time paſt; you muff 
really ſee Divine Influences as neceffary ro produce and 
nouriſh them, as the Inftuences of the Sun and Rain are 
to call up the Variety of Plants and Flowers, and 
Grain and Fruits, by which the Earth is adorned, and 
our Life ſupported. You will yet be more ſenſible of 
this, if you reflect on the violent Oppoſition which this 
happy Work muſt expect to meet with, of which I ſhall 
breſently warn you more largely, and which if you have 
not already experienced, it muſt be becauſe you have but 
very lately begun to think of Religion, TT | 
9. 4, AccorDinGLY, if you give yourſelf Leave to 
conſult Seripture on this Head, (and if you would live 
like a Chriſtian, you muſt be conſulting it every Day, 
and forming your Notions and Actions by it;) you mw 
PETS | 85 


(e) Rom. vith 2. (a) Rom. Nil. 13. (e) Phil, iv. 13» 
7 2 Dor, xii. 9. (e) Pial. xciv. 10, (h) Exod, xxxi, 3,=-6. 
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dee many of theſe Thoughts much more largely illuſtrated in 
57 Y Uh Sermon 0 Regencratifh, 1 
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146 The Spirit muſt be fought for by the Soul. Chap. 1s. 
ſee, that the whole Tenor of it teaches that Dependence 
upon Gop, which I am now recommending. You will 
particularly ſee, that the Production of Ke... in the 
Soul is Matter of Divine Promiſe; that when it has 
been effected, Scripture aſcribes it to a Divine Agency; 
and that the Increaſe of Grace and Piety in the Heart 
of thoſe who are truly regenerate, is alſo ſpoken of as 
the Work of GoÞ, who begins and carries it on until the 
Day ef Jeſus Chriſt (i). | , 

F. 5. Is Conſequence of all theſe Views, lay it down 
to yourſelf as a moſt certain Principle, that no At- 
«© tempt in Religion is to be made in your own Strength.“ 
If you forget this, and Gop purpoſes finally to ſave you, 
he will humble you by repeated Diſappointments, till he 
teach you better. You will be aſhamed of one Scheme 
and Effort, and of another, till you ſettle upon the true 
Baſis. He will alſo probably ſhew you, not only in 
the general, that your Strength is to be derived from 
Heaven ; but particularly, that it is the Office of the 
Bleſſed Spirit, to 1 the Heart, and to invigorate 
holy Reſolutions; and alſo, that in all theſe Opera- 
tions he is to be conſidered as the Spirit ef Chriſt, work- 
ing under His Direction, and as a vital Communica- 
tion from Him, under the Character of the great Head 
of the Church, the grand Treaſurer and Diſpenſer of 
theſe holy and beneficial Influences. On which ac- 
count it is called e Supply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chrift 
(K), who is exalted at the Right Hand of the Father, 70 
give Repentance au Remiſſion of Sins (1) ; in whoſe Grace 
alone we can be frong (m), and of <wbe/e Fulneſs we re- 

ceive, even Grace for Grace (nßn7. * YR 
$. 6. ResoLvE therefore ſtrenuouſly for the Service 
ef God, and for the Care of your Soul; but ** reſolve 
% modeftly and humbly.” Ewen the Youths fhall faint 
and be qveary, and the Young Men utterly fall; but they 
who await on the Lord, are the Perſons who renew tler 
Strength (o). When a Soul is almoſt afraid to declare 
in the Preſence of the Lord, that it will not do this, or 
that, which has formerly offended him ; when it is afraid 
abſolutely to promiſe, that it will perform this, 14 that 
ä uty, 

(i) Phil. 3.6, (k) Phil. i. 29, (1) Ads v. 31. 
(m) 2 Tim, ii. 1. 6 John i, 36, (o) Iſai, X. 30% 31 


volent a Being, who beſtows on the moſt unworthy and 


Chap. 156. The Encouragement there is to expect it. 147 
Duty, with Vigour and Conſtancy; but only expreſſes. 
its humble earneſt Deſire, that it may by Grace be enabled, 4 
to avoid the one, or purſue the other; then ſo far as = | 
my Obſervation and Experience have reached, it is in 
the beſt Way to learn the happy Art of conquering 
Temptation, and of diſcharging Duty. | 
. 7. On the other Hand, let not your Dependence 
upon this Spirit, and your Senſe of your own Weakneſs 
and Inſufficiency for any Thing ſpiritually Good without 
His continual Aid, difcourage you from devoting your- 
ſelf to Gop, and engaging in a religious Life, conſider- 
ing © what abundant Reaſon you have to hope, that 
*« theſe gracious Influences will be communicated to you.“ 

— The Light of Nature, at the ſame Time that it | 
teaches the Need we have of Help from Gop in avir= | 
tuous Courſe, may lead us to conclude, that ſo bene- | 


careleſs Part of Mankind ſo many Bleſſings, will take a 
peculiar Pleaſure in communicating to ſuch as humbly 
aſs them, thoſe gracious Aſſiſtanees, which may form 
their deathleſs Souls into his own Reſemblance, and fit 
them for that Happineſs to which their Rational Na- 
ture is ſuited, and for which it was in its firſt Conſtitu- 
tion intended, —The Word of GOD will much more | 
abundantly confirm ſuch an Hope. You there hear 5 | 
Divine Wiſdom crying even to thoſe who had long trifled | 
with her Inſtructions, Turn ye at my Reproof, and I awill 
pour out my Spirit upon, you (p). You hear the Apoſtle ſay- 
ing, Let us come boldly to the T hrone of Grace, that we may 
ain Mercy, and find Grace to help in every Time of Necd 
(q). Vea, you there hear our Lord him/elf arguing in 


_ this ſweet and convincing Manner; J ye being evil, 


$::w bow to give good Gifts unto your Children, how much 
more ſhall your Heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit unto 
am that aſt Him (r)? This Gift and Promiſe of tb 
9pirit was given unto Chrift, when he aſcended; up on 
High, in Truft for all His true Diſciples. Gop hath bed | 
i! abroad abundantly upon us in Him (s). And I may add, | 
tat the very Peſire you feel after the farther Commu- | 
n1cation of the Spirit, is the Reſult of the F 1 
0 
) Prov. i. 23. (4) Heb. iv. 16. .- {r) Luke ki. 13. 


(3) Tit. in. 6. 
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143 A Snpplication for Divine Gudaco. Chap. 15, 
ef it already given : So that you may with peculiar 
Propriety interpret it as a ſpecial Call, 7» oben your 
Mouth wide, that he may fill it (t). You thirfl, and there. 
fore you may chcarfully plead, that 7% hath invited 
u to come unte Him and dvink ; with a Promife, not only 
that you ſhall drink if you rome wats Him, but alſo that 
of your Belly ſpall fie, as it were, Rivers of Lia War, 
jor the Ediacation and Refreſhment of others: (a). 
S. 8. Go forth therefore, with humble Chearfulneſo, 
to the Profecution of all the Duties of the Chriſtian 
Life. Go, and proſper, in ibe Syrongth of the Lord, 
making meat ion of His Righteouſneſs, and of His only (x). 
And as a Token of farther Communications, may your 
Heart be guickened to the moſt earneſt Defire, after 
the Bleſings I have now been recommending to your 
Purfuit! May yow be ſtirrod up to pour out your Sou! 
before Gov, in ſuch holy Breathings as iheſe and may 
they be your daily Language in His gracious Preſence ! 


An bumble SUPPL CATION for tho Influences of Divine 
Grace, 10 form and flrengiben Religion in the Soul. 


«© DLEBSSED Gon! I fincerely acknowledge be- 
fore Thea, mine own Weaknefs and Infuf- 
< ficiency for any Thing that is ſpiritually Good. 1 
* have experienced it a Thouſand Times; and yet my 
* fooliſh Heart would again trat ig 2 and form 
% KReſolutions in its own Strength. But let this be the 
« Firſt- fruits of thy gracious Influence upon it, to brin 
«© it to an humble Diſtruſt of itſolf, and to a Repoſe 
„ on. Thee! e 
Abungantly do I rejoice, O Lord, in the kind 
«. Aſſurances which thou giveſt me, of Thy Readineſs 
* to. beſtow. liberally and richly ſo great a Benefit. I 
% do therefore, according to Thy condefcending Invi- 
© tation, come with Beuldne/s to the Throu of Grace, that 
, may find Grace. to help in every Time of Need (z). | 
„ mean not, O Lord God, to turn iy Grace into 
% Wantonne/s or Perverſeneſs (a), or to make my Weai:- 
« neſs an Excuſe for Negligence and Sloth, I _ 
66 Ou 
(t) Paal. Jzxxi. 10. (o) John vii. 37, 38. © (x) Pal, IxxI. 16: 
(y) Prov. xxviii, 26. (2) Hab. iv. 16. (a) Jude, ver, 4+ 
4 1 


Chap. 15. to-work Religion in the Sou¹' 140 
Thou haſt already given me more Strength than 1 
have uſed; and I charge it upon myſelf, and not on 

Thee, that I have not long ſince received ſtill more 
abundant Supplies. I deſire for the future to be found 


Neglect of which, I well know, that Petitions like 
© theſe would be a profane Mockery, and might much 
more Probably provoke Thee to take away what I 
© have, than prevail upon Thee to impart more. But 
firmly reſolving to exert myſelf to the utmoſt, I ear- 
5 neſtly intreat the Communications of Thy Grace, 
«© that I may be enabled to fulfil that Reſolution, 

«© Be Sarety, O Lord, unto thy Servant for Good (b) 7 
ge pleaſed to ſhed abroad Thy Sanctifying Influences 
on my Soul, to form me for every Duty Thou requi- 
reſt l. Implant, I befeech Thee, every Grace and Vir. 
tue deep in mine Heart; and maintain the happy Tem- 
per in the midſt of thoſe Aﬀaults, from within and 
from without, to which I am continually liable, while 
© Iam fhl in this World, and carry about with me fo 
many Infirmities! Fill my Breaſt, I beſeech Thee, 


on was "> TS '> 0ST WT WW 
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„with good Affections, towards. Thee, my God, and 


towards my Fellow- Creatures! Remind me always 
of Thy Preſence; and may I remember, that every 
'« ſecret Sentiment of my Soul is open to Thee ! May I 
therefore guard againſt the firſt Rifings of Sin, and 
the firſt Approaches to it! And that Satan may not 
ind Room for his Evil Suggeſtions, I earneſtly beg, 


Q@ vVyY O&o ww % f_l F 
a 


'« Op:rit, and take up thy Reſidence there! Davell is 
** me, and walk with me (c); and let my Body be the 
Temple of the Holy Gheſ (d 


** one Spirit with him (e), and feel his invigerating 
Influences continually bearing me on, ſuperior to 
«© every Temptation, and to every Corruption! That 
1 chile he Youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the 
*© young Men utterly fall, | may ſo wait ufon the Lord, 
as to renew my Strength (f); and my go on from ont 

H * Degree 


fe) I Cot? vi. 13. (F) Lai. wh. $0, 34. 


«© diligent in the Uſe of all appointed Means; in the 


Thou, Lord, wouldft fill my Heart by Thine Holy 


i” , 
May I be ſo joined to 25 Feſus my Lord, as to be 


(h) P ſal, exix. 122, (c) a Cor. vi. 16. (a) x Cop. i. 19 


4 


* 


18880 A Supplication fir Divine Grace. Chap. 15. 

1% Dopree of Faith, and Love, and Zeal, and HAlinefs, 
0 * 70 another, till I appear perfect before T ace in'Ziion( g 
to drink in immortal Vigour and Joy, from Thee, 
„Jas the everlaſting Fountain of both, h. Jeſut Chris 
„ my Lord, in aum I habe Righizouſne/s and Streng'h 
„(h), and to whom I deſire ever to aſcribe the Praiſe 
«© of all mine Improvements in both! Amen.“ 


he 


c 
K * * * , 


(e) Pſal. laxrxiv. 7. , (h) Ilal. Iv. 24. „ 
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Chap. 16. The:DifFculties that attend Religion. 1 


A * 1 


n 


e 


A + 


The CHRISTIAN ConverT warned of, and 
animated againſt, thoſe Diſcouragements 
which he muſt expect to meet with, when 
entering on a Religious Courſe. 


4 * 


Crit has inſtructed his Diſciples to expet# Oppoſition ana 
Di ficultiet in the Way to Heawen, F. 1. Therefore, 
(J.] 4 more particular View of them is talen, as ari- 
Ang, (i, From the Remainders of indwelling Sin. F. 2. 
(2.) From the World, and e/þ:cially from farmer /inful 
Companions. &. 3. From the Temptation, and Sug- 
ge/ttuns of Satan. $. 4. [II.] The Chriſtian it animancd 
end encouraged by various Confiderations te gppaſe them; 
Fartiaularly, by the Prefince of GOD, tbe 

the E æample of others, who ths? 


Aids of Chriſt, 
Feeble ave comguerid mand the Crown of Glory to ge 
bete. F. F, 6. Therefere, tho" Apaſtacy wwonld be in- 
finitely fatal, the Chriſtian may preſs; an chearfully. F. 7. 
.Jccordingly the Saul alarmed by Logo Uterus, is repreſent- 
as committing, itself to GOD, in the Prayer which 
contudes the Chapter. | 18 


9. 1. W IT H the utmoſt Propriety has our Divine 


Maſter required us, to ſtriue to enter in nt 
trait Gate (a); thereby (as it ſeems) intimating, 
: i only that the Paſſage is narrow, but that it is beſet 
ilk Enemies. beſet on the Right Hand, and on the- 
lt, with Enemies cunning and formidable. And he 
H 2 99 ailured 


(a) Luke xiii, 23. 
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152 The Soul in Danger from indwelling Sin, Ch. 16, 

| aſlured, O Reader, that whatever your Circumſtances 

| in Life are, you muſt meet and encounter them. It will 

| therefore be your Prudence, to ſurvey them attentively 

| In your own Reflections, that you may ſee what you are 

to expect; and may confider in what Armour it is ne- 

ceſſary you ſhall be clothed, and with what Weapons 

you muſt be furniſhed to manage the Combat. You 

have often heard them marſhalled, as it were, under 

Three great Leaders, the Fleſb, the World, and the Devil; 

| and according to this Diſtribution, I would call you to 

+M ' conſider the Forces of each, as ſetting themſelves in At- 

ray againſt you. Oh that you may be excited to take 10 

' your/elf” the whole Armour of GOD (b), and to ac: 
yourfelf like à Han (c), and a Chriftian ! 

&. 2. LeT your Conſcience anſwer, whether you do 
not carry about with you à corrupt, and degenerate Na- 
ture? You will, I doubt not, feel its Effects. You 

will feel, in the Language of the Apoſele, (who ſpeaks 
of it as the Caſe of Chri/ians themſelves,) rhe Fleſh lu/?- 
| ing again the Spi ii, ſo that you will not be able, in 
| all Inſtances, to do the Things that you would (d). You 

| brought irregular Propenſities into the World along with 
vou; and you have fo often indulged thoſe ſinful Inclina- 

tions, that you os eee their Strength; and 

you will find in Conſequence of it, that theſe Flabits can- 

not be broke thro' without great Difficulty, You will, 

no doubt, often recolle& the ſtrong Figures, in which 

the Prophet deſcribes a Caſe like yours; and you will 

oven, that it is juſtly repreſented by that of an Ethiopion 4 

* changing his Skin, and the Leopard his Spots (e). It is ] 

indeed poſſibie, that you may find ſuch an Edge and 

| Exgerneſs upon your Spirits, as may lead you to imagine 
= that all Oppoſition will immediately fall before you. But 
| alas, I fear, that in a little Time theſe Enemies which 

a 

i 

\ 


ſcemed to be Alain at your Feet, will revive, and recover 
their Weapons, and renew the Aſtaultin one Form or ano- 
ther. And perhaps your moſt painful Combats' may be 
with ſuch as yon bad thought moſt eaſy to be vanquiſhed, 
and your greateſt Danger may ariſe from ſome of thoſe 


4 


Enemi:s from whom you apprehended the leaſt; parti- V 

7 y | | cularly } 
(b) Eph. zi. 13s (c) 1 Cor, xvi. 13. (d) Gal, v. 17. 

(E) Ja. Ali. 23. 4 | 
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Chap. 16. and from the Oppoſition of the World. 153 
calarly from Pride, and from Indolence of Spirit; from a 
ſecret Ahenation of Heart fromGop, and from an Indiſ- 
poſition for converſing with Him, thro* an immoderate 
Altach ment to Things /een and Temporal, which may be 
of:cotimes exceeding dangerous to your Salvation, tho? 
perhaps they be not abſolutely and univerſally probt- 
bited, In a Thouſand of theſe Inftances, you mult learn 

© day pour/elf, or you cannot be Chriſt's Diſciple (F). 
$. 3. You mult alſo lay your Account,” to find great 
Pificulties from the World; from its Manners, Cuſtoms, 
and Examples. The Things of the World will hinder. 
you one Way, and the Men of the World another, 
"Perhaps you may meet with much leſs Aſſiſtance in Relt- 
zen than you are now ready to expect from Good Men, 
ike preſent Generation of them is generally ſo cautious 
o avoid every Thing that looks like Oltentation, and 
here ſeems ſomething ſo inſupportably dreadful in tte 
Charge of Enthufiaſm, that you will find moſt of your 
Chriſtian Brethren ſtudying to conceal their Virtue and 
cheir Piety, much more than others ſtudy to conceal their 
Vice and their Profaneneſs. But while, unleſs your Si- 
zuetion be ſingularly happy, you meet with very little 
Aid one Way, you will, no doubt, find great Oppoſition: 
another. The Enemies of Religion will be bold and ac+ 
tive in their Aſſaults, while many of its Friends ſeem un- 
concerned : And one Sinner will probably exert himſelf 
more to corrupt you, than Ten Chriſtians to ſecure and 
laue you. They who have been once your Companions 
in Sin, will try. a Thouſand artful Methods to allure 
you back again to their forſaken Society: Some of them 
perhaps, with an Appearance of tender Fondneſs; and 
many more by the almoſt irreſiſtible Art of Banter and 
Ridicule: That boaſted 7% of Right and Wrong, as it 
das been wantonly called, will be tried upon you, perhaps 
without any Regard to Decency, or even to common 
Humanity. You will be derided and inſulted by thoſe, 
whoſe Eſteem and Affection you naturally defire; and 
may find much more Propriety than you imagine, in that 
xpreſſion of the Apoſtle; the Trial of cruel Mockings (8), 
is 


v hich ſome fear more than either Sword or Flames. 'Thi 


Perſecution of the Tongue you mult expect to go thro?,. 


H 3 and 
(f) Matt, xvi. 24 (8) Heb. xi. 36. | 


< — «FL ” 
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164 Satan will labour to diftreſs the Soul. Chap. 16. 


and perhaps may be branded as a Lunatick, for no other 
Cauſe, than that you now begin to exerciſe your Reaſon 
to Purpoſe, and will not join with thoſe that are deſtroy ing 
their own Souls, in the wild Career of Folly and Madne ls. 
F. 4. And it is not at all imptobable, that in the 
mean Time Satan may be doing his utmoſt to diſcourage 
and diſtreſs you, He will no doubt, raiſe in your Tma- 
ginatien the i oft ae g dea of the Gratifications, the 
Indulgencies, and the Companions, you are ob bliged | to 
forſake; and give you the moſt difcouraging and terrify- 
ing View of the Difficulties, Severitie*, and Dangers, 
which are (as he will perſuade you,) inſeparable from Re- 
ligion. He will not fail to repreſent COD Himpelf, the 
Fountain of Goodneſs and Happineſs, as an hard Ma/- 
ter, whom it is impoſſible to pleaſe, He will perhaps bl 
on with the moſt diftreſs ful Fears, and with cruel and 
inſolent Malice glory over you as his Slave, when he 
knows you are (hb Lord's Freeman. At one Lime he will 
ſtudy by his vile Suggeſtions to interrupt vou in your 
Duties, as if they gave him an additional. Power over 
vou. At another Lime he will endeavour to weary yo 
ef your Devotion, by influencing you to prolong it to an 
Immoderate and: tedious Length, left his Power ſhould be 
exerted upon yon when it ceaſes. In ſhort, this pra ctiſed 
Deceiver has Artfices, which it would require whole 
Volumes to diſplay, with particular Cautions againſt 
each, And he will follow you with malicious Arts and 
Purſvits to the very End or your Pilgrimage; and will 
have no Methed unattempted, which may be likely to 
weaken your Hands, and to ſadden your Heart, thai if 
tio? the gracious Iuterpoſition of Gop, he cannot pre- 
vent your "final Happineſe, he may at leaft impair your 
eace and your Uſefulneſs, as you are paſſing to it. 
$. 5. Tuls is what the People of Gop feel; and 
what you will feel in fome Degree or other, if you have 
our Lot and your Portion among them. But after a! 
be not difcouraged: CHRIST is the Captain of your Hal. 
wation (1). It is delizhrfal to confider him, under this 
View. Wh: -n we lake a Survey of thele Hofts of Ene- 
mies, we may lift up our Head amidit them all, and 
ley, Mart 1 greater, is He that is with us, than 
ail 
(* Heb. Th 19, 


Chap. 16. Yet has be fill enough ta encourage him. 1.55. 
all thaſs that are againſ/! us (i). Trufl-in the Lard, and 


vou will be like Mount Zion, which cannot Je removed, 
{1 abideth for ever (k). When your Enemies preſs up- 
on you, remember you are to fght in the Preſence: of 
GOD (1). Endeavour therefgre to act a gallagt and a 
1c inte Part; endeavour” to re/ff them redfaſt in the 
For ih (m). Remember, He can give Power to the Faint, 

c nd W Strengib to them. that haue no Might. (v). 
He 1 dont it in Ten Thouſand Inſtalices already ; 
Je will do it in Ten Thouſand more. How many 
Holi have conquered their gigantick Foes. in ait 
heir moſt formidable Armour,. when they have gone 
i-th againſt them, tho? but as it were with a Staff and 
2 Seng, in the Name of the Lord 60 D of Ural (o) l 
How many Women and Children have trodden down 
the Force of the Enemy, and cat of Weakneſs hawe beer 

mne rang (p). 

F. 6. Aust all the Oppofi tian of Earth and Hell. 
c upward, and look forward, and you will feel your 


cart animated by the View. Vour General is near: 


; 2 ©. 10 near to aid you: He is near to reward you, When 
u feel the Temptation preſs the hardeſt, think of Him 
es -ndured eren the Croſs itſelf for. your Reſcue. 
View the Fortitude of your Divine Leader, and endea- 
our to march. on in His Steps. Hearken to His Voice, 
for he proclaims it aloud, Behold, I come. quickly, and my 
dard ts with me (q) Be thou. faithful unto. Death, 
aud 85 a gib Thee a Crown f Life (r). And Oh 
bright will it ſhine! and how long will its Luſtre 
When the Gems that adorn the Crowns of Mon- 
and paſs. (inſtructive Thought!) from one Royal 
4 to another thro? ſucceeding Centuries, are melted 
con in the Jaſt Flame, it is 4 Crown of Glory Which 
"adeth not away (s). 
. 7. IT is. indeed true, that ſuch as. turn a/ade tn 
coted Paths, Will be led forth avith the Workers of Inigui- 
dd that terrible Execution, which-the. Divine Juſtice 


— 


2, Sq, m 


4 Is. 
| (113 0 vi. 16, (K) Pſal. CXXV. I. (1) Zech. x, 5 
( Pet. v. 9. (0) Va, x1, 29. (o) 1 Sam. xvi 40,9 5. 
(b Heb. xi. 34. (q) Kev. xxii, 12, (rt) Rev. ii. 10. 


(S) 1 Perc v. 4+. () Pfal. cxxs. 55 


ts6 The Soul alarmed by theſe Views, ' Chap. 16. 
is preparing for them; and it would have been . 
ver for them, not to have known the Way of Righteoujre/s, 
than after having known it, to turn afide from the holy 
Commandment (u). But I would, by Divine Grace, 
hope better Things of you (x). And I make it my hearty 
Prayer for you, my Reader, that you may be et by the 
mighty Power of G OD, kept as in a Garrifon, on all 
Sides fortihed, in the ſecureſt Manner, thro? Faith unis 
Salvation (y). 


The Soul alarmed by a Sense of theſe Difficulties, committing 
itſelf to Divine Protection. | 


＋ LESSED Gop, it is to Thine Almighty 
| % Power that I flee. Behold me ſurrounded 
« with Difficulties and Dangers, and firetch out Thine 
«© Omnipotent Arm to fave me; Ob thou that jawe/t by 
& Thy Right Hand them that put their Truff in I hee, from 
* tho/e that rije up again/t them (z). This Day do T 
* ſolemnly put 3 5 under Thy Protection: Exert 
Thy Power in my Favour, and permit me #0 make the 
© Shadow of Thy Wings my Refuge (a) ! Let Thy Grac? 
1% be ſufficient fer me, and Thy Strength be made perfect 
% in my Weakneſs (b). I dare not fay, I will never 
„ forjake Thee; 1 will never deny I hee (e) But I hope, 
« ͤcan truly ſay, O Lord, I would not do it; and 
that according to my preſent Apprehenſion and Pur- 
„ poſe, Death would appear to me much leſs terrible, 
* than in any wilful and deliberate Inſtance to offend 
Thee. Oh root out thoſe Corruptions from my Heart, 
« which in an Hour of prefling Temptation might in- 
„ cline me to view Things in a different Light, and {© 
„ might betray me into the Hands of the Enemy 
„ Strengthen my Faith, O Lord, and encourage my 
«« Hope! Inſpire me with an heroick Reſolution in op- 
«« poſing every Thing that lies in my Way to Heaven; 
„ and let me /et my Face like a Flint (d), againſt all the 
„% Affaults of Earth and Hell! JF Sinners extice me, let 
« me not conſent (e); if they inſult me, let me not re- 


e gard 
(u) 2 Pet. ii. 21, (x) Heb. vi. 9. (y) 1 Pet. i. 5, 
(z) Pal. xvii. 7 N (a) Pſal. Ivii, 10 (b) 2 Cor. Xii. 9. 


(e) Mark XiV. 31. (d) Ilai. J. 7. * (e) Prov. 2 10. 


Chap. 16. commits itſelf to GOD in Prayer; | 157 


£6 


ce 


Faith (g), when Jam in Danger of denying Thee, as? | 


gard it ; if they threaten me, let me not fear! Ratheir 
may a holy and ardent, yet pradent and well go 


verned Zeal, take Occaſion from that Malignity off 


Heart which they diſcover, to attempt their Con- 
viction and Reformation! At leaſt, let me never be 
2ſhamed to plead Thy Cauſe againft the moſt pro- 
fare Deriders of Religion! Make me to hear Joy and! 


Glad: in my Soul; and J will endeavour to teach 
Tran, greſſirs Thy Ways, that Sinners may be converted: 


_ unto I hee (f)] Yea, Lord, while my Fears continue, 


cho” I ſhould apprehend myſelf condemned, I am. 


condemned ſo righteouſly for my own Folly, that. T 


would be Thine Advocate, tho” againſt myſelf. * 


Keep me, O Lord, now, and at all Times! Never 


jet me think, whatever Age or Station I attain, thatt 


am ſtrong enough to maintain the Combat without? 


Thee! Nor let me imagine myſelf, even in this In- 


fancy of Religion in my Soul, ſo weak,. that Thou 


canſt not ſupport mol Wherever Thou leadeſt me,, 
there let me follow; and whatever Station Thou ap- 
pointeſt me, there let me labour; there let me main- 
tain. the Holy War againſt all: the Enemies: of my 
Salvation, and rather fall in- it than baſely abandon: 


* * 1 
5&7 


And Thou, O glorious Redtemer,. the Captain: of” 


my Salvation, the great Auther and Finiſher of my' 


' Peter did, look ih me with that Mixture of Majeſty 


— 


- 
* 


and Tenderneſs (h), which may either ſecure me from 
alling, or may ſpeedily recover me to Gon and my- 
Duty again! And teach me to* take Occaſion, even. 
from my Miſcarriages, to humble myſelf more deeply 
tor all that has been amiſs, and to redoubls my tu-- 


ture Diligence and Caution! Amen.“ 


i Pla, H. 8, 13 (8) Heb, ali. 20 (bh) Lulce'xxii, 615 


His; eHAR. 
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158 Te Soul is urged to ſurrender ſelf, C hap. 17. 


CHAP. xvi. 


The CnrrsTIaN urged to, and afliſted in, 
an expreſs Act of StLe-DEDICATON to 
the Service of GOD, 


. Advantages of ſuch a Surrender are + briefly ſugg eſt. d, 
$. 1. Advice for the Flanner of doing it; that it 09 
deliberate, chearful,” entire,” and perpetual; F. 2, 3, 4. 

. Hed that it be exprefſied with ſome affeding Sol: emmily. 
4 8. A written Inſtrument to be figned and declared 
gore GOD at ſome Seaſon of extraordinary Devotion, 

= P opeſed. F. 6, 7. The CLapter concludes evith a. Spe- 
cimen of ſuch an Inſtrument,.. together. with an Ab- 


| firat? of it, ie be uſed with proper and requiſite Al- 


terations. 
6. 1. S I would hope, that notwithſtanding al! the 

Views of Oppofition which do or may ariſe, 
yet in Conſideration of thoſe noble Supports and Motives 
which have bean mentioned in the Two preceding Chap. 
ters, you are heartily determined for the Service of Go! D, 


1 would now urge you to make 4 Sulemn Surrender of 


yourſelf” unto it. Do not only form uch a Purpoſe 


in-your Heart, but expreſsly declare it in the Divine Pre- 


ſence. Such Solemnity in the Manner of doing it, is 
certainly very reaſonable in the Nature of Things; and 
fure it is highly expedient, for binding to the Lord ſych 
a treacherous Heart, as we know our own 70 be, It will 
be pleaſant to reflect upon it, as done at ſuch and ſuch a 
Time, with fuch and ſuch Cirramfances ct Place and 
Method, which may ſerve to ftrike the Memory and the 
Conſcience. The Senſe of the Yows of God which 
are upon you, will ſtrengthen you in an Hour of Temp- 

tation; 7 


Ch. 17. by anerpreſ M tothe Service of GOD. 150 
tation; and the Recollection may : g's encourage your 
bumble Boldneſs and Freedom in applying to Him, un- 


ger the Character and Relation of your Comenant G O DY 
and Father, as future . xg may require. 


9. 2. Do it therefore, but do it deliberately. Conſi- 
der, what it is, that you are to do: And conſider how 
caſonable it is, that it ſhould be done, and done cordi- 
ally and chearfully ; 20 5y Conflraint, but willingly (a) : 
or in this Senſe, and in every other, God loves a chear- 
#/ Gizer (b). Now ſurely there is nothing we ſhould do 

"with greater Chearfulneſs or more cordial Conſent, than 
ai:ing ſuch a Surrender of ourſelves to the Loy; ta 
the Gor, who created us; who brought us into this. 
pleaſant and well furniſhed World, who ſupported us i 
our tender Infancy, who guarded us in the thoughtleſs. 
Days of Childhood and Youth, who has hitherto con- 
nnvally helped, ſuſtained, and preſerved us. Nothing 
can be more reaſonable than that we ſhould acknow=- 
ledge Him, as our rightful Owner and our Sovereign 
— ; than that vie ſhould devote ourſelves to Him, as 
er moſt, gracious Bene factor, and ſeek him as our ſu- 
woke Felicity. Nothing can be mere apparently equi- 
table, than that we, the Product of His Power, and t 
Price of His Son's Blood, ſhould be His, and His for 
ever. If you fee the Matter in its juſt View, it will be 
the Grief of your Soul, that you have ever alienated 
yourſelf from the Blefled God and His Service; fo far 
wil! you be from wiſhing to continue in that Eltate of 
\[!icnation another Year, or another Day. You will re- 
ec to bring back to Him his revolted Creature; and as 
you have ia Times paſt yielded your Members as In/{ruments 


2 fl Unrighieou/ne/s unto Sin, you will delight to yield your- 


ales unto GOD, as alive from the Dead, and to employ 
#r Members as Inſtruments of Righteouſne/i unto GOD ( (c). 
"| 3. The Surrender will allo be as entire, as it is 
chearful and immediate. All you are, and all you have, 
dall you can do, your Time, your Poſſeſſione, your: 
1i!/vence over others, will be devoted to Him, that for 
{ne future it may be employed entirely for Him, and te 
His Glory, You will defire to keep back nothing from 
Lim; but wal ferioully 1+ you are then in the 
trueſt 

fa) 1 Pet. 8. 2. tb) a Cor. ix. 7. (e) Rom. vi. 13 


160 In may be expedient to de it in Writing. Chap. 17. 
trueſt and nobleſt Senſe your own, when you are moft en- 
tirely His. You are alſo. on this great Occaſion, to reſign 
all that you have to the Diſpoſal of His wiſe and graci- 
ous Providence; not only owning His Power, but con- 
ſenting to his undoubted Right, to do what He pleaſes 
with you, and all that He has given you; and declaring 
a hearty Approbation of all that He has done, and of 
all that He may farther do. | | | 
FS. 4. Oct more, Let me remind you, that this Sur- 
render muſt be perpetual. You mult give yourſelf up to 
Gop in ſuch a Manner, as never more to pretend to be 
your own: For the Rights of Gop are, like his Nature, 
Eternal and Immutable; and with regard to his Rational 

Creatures, are gh /ame Neſterday, te Day, and far ever. 
S. 5. I wovuLy farther adviſe and urge, that this De- 
dication may be made with all poſſible Solemnity. Do it 
in expre/s Words. And perhaps, it may be in many Caſes 
moſt expedient, as many pious Divines have recom- 
mended, to do it in Writing. Set your Hand and Seal 
to it, that on ſuch a Day of ſuch a Month and Year, 
« and at ſuch a Place, on full Conſideration and ſeri- 
d ous Reflection, you came to i happy Reſolution, that 
** evbatever others might do, you would ſerve the Lord (p). 
F. 6. Sucn an Izſirument, you may, if you /pleatc, 
draw up for yourſelf; or if you rather chuſe to have it 
drawn up to your Hand, you may find ſomething of this 
Nature below, in which you may eafily make ſuch Al- 
terations at ſhall ſuit you Circamitances, where there is 
any Thing peculiar in them. But whatever you uſe, 
 aweigh it well, meditate attentively upon it, that you 
may not be raſh with your Mouth to utter any Thing be- 
fore GOD e). And when you determine to execute hi, 
4nftrument, let the Franſaction be attended with ſome 
more than ordinary Religious Retirement, Make it, if 
you conveniently can, a Day of Secret Faſting and 
Prayer; And when your Heart is e with a be- 
coming Awe of the Divine Majeſty, with an bumble 
Confidence in His Goodneſs, and an earneſt Deſire of 
His Fayour, then preſent yourſelf on your Knees before 
 Gop, and read it over. deliberately and /olemaly ; and 
when you have /gned it, lay it by in ſome fecure 4 
1 Where 

(s} Joſh, xxiv, 1 le] Eccl. v. as 
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where you may review it whenever you pleaſe : and 
make it a Rule with . yourſelf to review it, if poſſible, 
at certain Seaſons of the Vear, that you may keep up 
the Remembrance of it. | „ 

S. 7. Ar leaſt take this Courſe, till you ſee your 


Way clear to the Table of the Lord, where you are to re- 


new the ſame Covenant, and to /eal it, with more af- 
fecting Solemnities. And Gop grant that you may be 
enabled to keep it, and in the whole of your Conver- 
{ation to walk according to it! May it be an Anchor to 
your Soul in every Temptation, and a Cordial to it in 
every Affliction ! May the Recollection of it embolden 
your Addreſſes to the Throne of Grace now, and give 
additional Strength to your departing Spirit, in a Con- 
ſciouſneſs that it is aſcending to your Covenant Gop 
and Father, and to that gracious Redeemer, whoſe 
Power and Faithfulneſs will ſecurely deep what you com- 
mit to Him unto that Day (f) 


An Example of SELF-DEDICATION, or a Solemn. Form a 


renewing our Covenant with GOD. 


6 TERNAL and unchangeable Jznovan ! Thou 
„great Creator of Heaven and Earth, and a- 


„ dorable fs of Angels and Men! I deſire, with the 


«© deepeſt Humiliation and Abaſement of Soul, to fall 
„ down at this Time in Thine awful Preſence; and 
«4 earneſtly pray, that Thou wilt penetrate my very, 


Heart with a ſuitable Senſe of Thine unutterable and 


£© inconceivable Glones !. | 3 

Frembling may juſtly take hold. upon me (g), when 
_* I a finful Worm preſume to lift ug my Head to Thee, 
«« preſume to appear ia Thy Majeſtick Preſence on ſuch 
an Occaſion as this. Vo am I., © Lord GOD, or, 
*«© what is my Houſe (h)? What is my Nature or De- 
*« ſcent, my Character and Deſert, that 1 ſhould ſpeak 
of this, and defire that I may be one Party in a 
*© CovENaNT, where thou, the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, art the other l. I blaß, and am. con- 


faunded, even to mention it before Thee. But, O. 


Lord, great as is Thy Majeſty, ſo alſo is Thy N 
(b} 2: SUN, Vil, 28. 


"Ga Tim. i. 12. (8) Job xx. 6. 
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If Thou wilt hold Converſe with any of Thy Crea- 
tures, Thy ſuperlatively exalted Nature mult ſtoop, 
muſt ſtoop infinitely low. And I know, that in and 
thro* Te/us, the Son of Thy Love, Thou condefeend- 
eſt to viſit ſinful Mortals, and to allow their Approach 
to Thee, and their Covenant-Intercourſe with Fhee: 
Nay, I know, that the Scheme and Plan is Thine own, 
and that Thou haſt graciouſly ſent to propoſe it to us; 
as none untaught by Thee would have ago able to 
form it, or :ncfined to embrace it, even when actually 
propofed. IT 

To Thee therefore do I now come, invited by the 
Name of Thy Son, and truſting in His Righteouſneſs 
and Grace. Laying myſelf at Thy Feet <uith Shame 
and Confufien of Face, and /miting upon my Breaft, I 
ſay with the humble Publican, GOD be merciful ts 
me 4 Sinner (i)“ J acknowledge, O Lord, that I 
have been a great 'I'ranſgreſſor. My Sins hawe reach- 
ed unto Heaven (k), and mine Iniguities are lifted up 


unte the Skies (I). The irregular Propenſities of my 


corrupted and degenerate Nature have, in Ten Thou- 
ſand aggravated Inſtances, wrought 10 bring forth 
Fruit unto Death (m). And if 'Fhon ſhould be ſtrict 
to mark mine Offences, T muſt be ſilent under a Load 
of Guilt,” and immediately fink into Deſtruction. But 
Thou haft pracionſly called me to retarn unta Thee, 
tho“ I have been a wandering Sheep, a prodigal Son, 
a backſliding Child (n). Hebel therefore, O Lord, 
F come unto Thee, I come, convinced not enly. of 
my Sin, but of my Folly. I come from my very 
Heart aſhamed of myſelf, and with an Acknowledg- 


ment in the Sincerity and Humility of my Soul, that 


I have played ihe Fool, and hawe erred exceedingly (o). 
I am confounded myſelf at the Remembrance of theſe 
Things But be Thou merciful to my Unrighteouſne/s, 
and do not remember againſt me my Sins, and my Tranſ- 

lions (p)! Permit me, O Lord, to bring back unto 
Chee thofe Powers. and Faculties, which I have 


_ ungratefully and ſacrilegiouſly alienated from Fhy 


„ Service; 


(iy Luke xvii, 14, (e) Rev. xvlii, 5, (h Jer. li. 9. 
(nm) Rom, vit. 5. (n) Jer, lil, 2% (o) 1 Jam, * 21 
(e] Heb, viii, 12. hay. 
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Service; and receive, I beſeech Thee, thy poor re- 
volted Creature, who is now convinced of thy Right 
to him, and deſires nothing in the whole World fo 
much, as to be Thine! _ | | 

«« Blefſed Gop, it is with the utmoſt Solemnity that 
make this Surrender of my/elf unto Thee. Hear, 
O Heawens, and give Far, O Earth: ] awouch the 


Lord this Day to be my GOD(q); and I avouch and 


declare myſelf this Day, to be one of His Covenant- 
Children and People. Hear, O Thou Gop of Hea- 
ven, and record it in ihe Book of thy Remembrance (r), 
that henceforth I am Thine, entirely Thine. T-would 
not merely conſecrate unto Thee fome of my Powers, 
or ſome of my Poſſeſſions; or give Thee a certain 
Proportion of my Services, or all I am capable of for 


a limited Time; but I would be wholly Thine, and 


Thine for ever. From this Day do I ſolemnly re- 
nounce all the former Lords which have had Domini- 
on over me (s), every Sin and every Luft; and bid in 
Thy Name an eternal Defiance, to the Powers of 
Hell, which have moſt unjuſtly uſurped the Empire 
aver my Soul, and to all the Corruptions which their 
fatal Temptations have introduced into it. The whole 
Frame of my Nature, all the Faculties of my Mind, 


and all the Members of my Body would I pre/ent be-. 


fore Thee this Day, as a living Sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable unto G O D, which I know to be my maß rea- 


+* /onable Serwice (t). To Thee I conſecrate all my 


lt, 


worldly Pofſeſions : In Thy Service I defire to ſpend 


* all the Remainder of my 77me upon Earth, and beg 


Thou wouldſt inſtruct and influence me, fo that, whe- 
ther my Abode here be longer or fhorter, every Year, 
and Month, every Day and Hour, may be uſed in ſuch. 
a Manner as ſhall moſt eFeQually promote thine Ho- 
nour, and ſubſerve the Schemes of Thy wiſe and gra- 
cious Providence, And I earneſtly pray, that what- 
ever Influence Thou giveſt me/ over others, in any of 
the ſuperior Relations of Liff in which I may ſtand, 
or in Conſequence of any peguhar Regard which may 
be paid to me, Thou wouldſt give me Strength and 


) Devt, xxvi. 17, 
Rom. xii. 1. 


(r) Mal / iii, 16. (5) Iſai, Xvi. 2 3 
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164 A folemn Form of Self. Dedication, Chap. 17. 
« Courage to exert myſelf to the utmoſt, for Thy Glory - 
« Reſolving not only that I will myſelf do it, but that 
“ all others, ſo far as I can rationally and properly in- 
4 fluence them, fall ferve the Lord (u). In this Courſe, 
«© O Bleſſed God, would I ſteadily perſevere to the very 
End of my Life; earneſtly praying, that every future 
«© Day of it may ſupply the Deficiencies, and correct 
„ the Irregularities of the former; and that I may by 
Divine Grace be enabled, not only to hold on in that 
„% happy Way, but daily to grow more active in it! | 
BY Nor do J only confecrate all that I am, and have, 
% to Thy Service; but I alſo moſt humbly reſign, and 
© ſubmit e Thine holy and Sovereign Will, myſelf, and 
«© all that I can call mine. I leave, O Lord, to Thy 
«« Management and Direction, all I poſſeſs, and all I 
« wiſh ; and ſet every Enjoyment and every Intereſt be- 
1 fore Thee, to be diſpoſed of as thou pleaſeſt. Con- 
1 tinue or remove, wh thou haſt given me; beſtow,, 
4% or refaſe, what I imagine I want, as Thou, Lord, 
«« alt /ee good! And tho* I dare not ſay, I will never 
« refine; yet J hope I may venture to ſay, that I will 
« labour, not only to ſubmit, but te acquie/ce; not only 
«© to bear what Thou doeſt in thy moſt afflicti ve Dif- 
c penſations, but ts con/ent to it, and to praiſe T hee for it; 
«© contentedly reſolving, in all that Thou appointeſt for 
« me, my Will into Thine, and looking on myſelf as 
Nothing, and on Thee O Gop, as the great Eternal 
« ALL, Whoſe Word ought to determine every Thing, 
and whoſe Government ought. to be the Joy of the 
«© whole Rational Creation.. 

«© Uſe me, O Lord, I beftech Thee, as the Iaſtru- 
« ment of Thy Glory; and honour me fo far, as, either 
„% by doing or ſuffering what Thou ſhalt appoint, to 
*« bring ſome Revenue of Praiſe to Thee, and of Bene- 
*« fit to the World in which I dwell ! And may it pleaſe 
«© 'Thee from this Day forward, to number me among 
% Thy peculiar People, that I may no more be a Stranger 


f * and Foreigner, but a Fellow Citizen with, the Saints, 
« and of the Houſpeld of GOD (W) Receive, O Hea- 
«« vyenly Father, Thy returning Prodigal! Waſh me in. 
„the Blood of thy dear Son ;, clothe me with his per- 
9 | eit 
(») Joſix xxive 15. ph. u. 19, 
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fett Righteouſneſs ; and ſanctify me threvughout by 


the Power of Thy Spirit! Deſtroy, I beſeech Thee, 


more and more the Power of Sin in mine Heart! 


- 'ſransform me more into Thine own Image, and 


faſhion me to the Reſemblance of Jeſus, whom hence- 
forward I would acknowledge as my Teacher and 
Sacrifice, my Interceſſor and my Lord! Commum- 
cate to me, I beſeech Thee, all needful Influences of 
Thy purifying, Thy chearing, and Thy comforting, 
Spirit. And FA ? up that Light of thy Countenance upon 


me, which will pat the ſublimeſt Joy and Gladneſs ins, 


% my Soul (x) . 17 8 
++ Diſpoſe my Affairs, O God, in a Manner which 
may be moſt ſubſervient to Thy Glory and my own 
trueſt Happineſs; and when 1 have done and borne 
Thy Will upon Earth, call-me from hence at what 
Time, and in what Manner Thou pleaſeſt: Only 
grant, that in my dying Moments, and in the near 
Proſpects of Eternity, I may remember theſe my En- 
gagements to Thee, and may employ my lateſt Breath 
in thy Service! And do Thou, Lord, when Thou 
ſeeſt the Agonies of diſſolving Nature upon me, re- 
member This Covenant too, even tho” I ſhould then be 
incapable of recollecting it! Look down, O my hea- 
venly Father, with a pitying Eye upon Thy languiſh- 
ing, Thy dying Child; place T hine Everlaſting Arms 
underneath me for my Support; put Strength and 
Confidence into my departing Spirit; and receive it 
to the Embraces of Thine Everlaſting Love! Wel- 
come it to the Abodes of them that fleep in Tefus (y). 
to wait with them that glorious Day, when the laſt 
of Thy Promiſes to Thy Covenant People ſhall be 
fulfilled in their triumphant Reſurrection, and that 
abundant Entrance, which ſhall be adminiftered to them 
into that Everlaſting Kingdom (2), of which Thou 
haſt aſſured them by Thy Covenanr, and in the 


Hope of which I now lay hold un it, defiring to live. 


and to die, as with mine Hand on that Hope ! 
And when I am thus numbered among the Dead, 
and all the Intereſts of Mortality are over with me 
for ever, if this ſolemn Memorial ſhould chance to fall 
into the Hands of any /urviving Friends, may a 
oy ©" hs 
(x) Pal, iv. 6, 7. (y) 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. (2) 2 Pet. i. 12 
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the Means of making ſerious Impreſſions on their 
Mind ! May they ic not only as my Language, 
but as their own; and learn 7 fear the Lord my GOD, 
and with me to put their Truft under the Shad of 


His Rings for Time and for Eternity! And may they 


alſo learn to adore with me that Grace, which in- 
clines our Hearts to enter into the Cowenant, and con- 
deſcends to admit us into it when ſo inclined ; af- 
cribing with me, and with all the Nations of the Re. 
deemed, te the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ge, 
that Glory, Honour, and Praiſe, which is fo juſtly 
due to cach Divine Perſcn, for the Part He bears in 

this illuſtrious Work! Amen.” | | 


N. B. For the Sake of thoſe who may think the pre- 
cediug Form of Self- Dedicatien too long to be tran- 
ſcribed, (as it is probable many will,) I have at 
the Defire of a much eſteemed Friend; added the 
following Abridement of it, which ſhould by all 
Means be attentively weighed in every Clauſe, be- 
fore it is executed; and any Word or. Phraſe 
which may ſeem liable to Exception changed, that 
the whole Heart may conſent to it all. ; 
„Eternal and ever-bleſſed Gon! I defire to preſent 
myſelf before Thee, with the deepeſt Hnumihation 


and Abaſement of Soul; ſenfible how As worth ſuch 


a ſinful Worm is, to appear before the Holy Majeſty 
of Heaven, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and 
eſpecially on ſuch an Occaſion as this, even to ener 
into a COVHN ANT Trauſaclion with Thee. But the 
Scheme, and Plan, is Thine caun. Thine Infinite. 
Condeſcenſion hath offered it by Thy Son, and Thy 
Grace hath inclined my Heart to accept of it. | 
I come therefore, acknowledging myſelf to have 
been a great Offender ;" /miting on my Breaſt, and ſay- 
ing with the humble Publican, CO D be merciful to me 
a Sinner I come, invited by the Name of hy Son, 
and wholly truſting in His perfect Righteouſpeſs ; in- 
treating that for His Sake Thou wilt ze merciful to 
my Unrighteouſn/:, and wilt uo mare remember my Sins. 


Receive, I beſeech Thee, Thy revolted 8 
6 * who 
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who is now convinced of Thy Right to him, and de» 
« fires nothing ſo much as that he may be Thine! 


2 


C4 


This Day do I, with the utmeſt Solemnity, /urren- 
gar my/elf to Thees. I renounce all former Lordi that. 


have had Dominion over me; and I conſecrate to Thee 


a! that I am, and all that I have; the Faculties of my 
Mind, the Members of my Body, my worldly Poſſeſ- 
Gons, my. Time, and my Intluence over others; to. 
be all uſed entirely. for thy Glory, and.refolutely em- 
ployed in Obedience to thy Commands, as long as. 


+ Thou continueſt me in Life; with an ardent Deſire 


and humble Reſolution to continue T hine, thro” all the 


endleſs Apes of Eternity : Ever holding myſelf in an. 


attentive Poſture to obſerve the firſt Intimations of 


Thy Will, and ready to fpring forward, with Zeal. 


and joy, to the immediate Execution of it, 
* To thy Direction alfo'T refign myſelf, and all I am. 


and have, to be a;/pe/ed of by 7 hee in ſuch a Manner, 


as Thou ſhalt in Thine Infinite Wiſdom judge moſt 
ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of Thy Glory. Tb Thee 


leave the Management of all Events, and ſay with- 
* out Reſerve, Not my Will but T hine be done; rejoicing 


with a loyal Heart in Thine unlimited Government, 
as what ought to be the Delight of the whole Rational 


Creation. 


„ Uſe me, O Lord, I beſeech Thee, as an Infrument 


„% Thy Service! Number me among Thy peculiar 


a 


People Let me be waſhed in the Blood of Thy dear 
Son! Let me be cloathed with His Righteouſneſs! 


Let me be ſanctified by His Spirit! Transform me 
more and mere into His Image! Impart to me, thro” 


lim, all needful Influences of Thy purifying, chear- 
ing, and comforting SP1RIT ! And let my Life be 


* 
- 


ſpent under thoſe Influences, and in 2% Light of Thy 


* gracious Countenance as my Father and my Gon! 


And when the ſolemn Hour of Death comes, may 


remember this Thy CovenanT, well ordered in 


oli Things, and ſure, as all my Salvation, and all my 


Deere (a\, tho' every other Hope and Enjoyment is 
* periſhing! And do Thou, O Lord, remember it too! 


Look. down with Pity, O my Heavenly Father. on 


(a) 2 Sam, xxiti, 5, 
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Ewerlaſfting Arms ! Put Strength and Confidence into 
my departing Spirit! And receive it to the Abodes of 
them that fleep in Feſus, peacefully, and joy fully to 
wait the Accompliſhment of Thy great Promiſe to all 
Thy People, even that of aglorious Reſurrection, and 
of eternal Happineſs in thine Heavenly Preſence l 
And if any /uruviving Friend ſhould, when Jam in the 
Duſt, meet with % Memorial of my ſolemn Tran!- 
actions with Thee, may he make the Engagement bi; 
ou; and do thou graciouſly admit him to partake 
in all the Blefiings of Thy Covenant, thro' 7 
the great Mediator of it; to whom with Thee, © 
Father, and Thy Holy Spirit, be 3 Praiſes 
aſcribed, by all the Millions who are thus ſaved by 
Thee, and by all thoſe other Celeſtial Spirits, in 
whoſe Work and Bleſſedneſs Thou ſhalt call them to 
are] Amen,” 
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Of entering into church - Communĩon by an 
Atrendance upon the Lorp's Supper. 


The Reader, being already ſuppoſed to habe entered into Co- 
wvenant wwith GOD, &. I. Is urged publickly to ſeal that 
Engagement at the Table of the Lord: F. 2. (I.) From 
a View of the Ends for which that Ordinance was inſti- 
wird; F. 3. When its Uſefulneſs is ftrongly inferred. 
5. 4. And, (2) From the Authority of Chrift”s Appoint- 
nent; <«vhich is ſolemnly preſſed on the Conſcience, F. 5. 
O6&;eetions from Apprehenſions of Unfitneſs. F. 6. Weak- 
neſs of Grace, & c. briefly anſwered. F. 7. At leaſt, 
ſerious I houghtfulne/s on this Subject is abfolutely infifted 
fon. S. 8. The Chapter is cloſed with a Prayer for one, 


maining Doubts. 


ha daefires 70 attend, yet finas himſelf prefſed With re- 


:. 1. F HOPE, this Chapter will find you by a moſt 
expreſs Conſent become one of Gop's Cove- 
nagt People, folemnly and cordially devoted to His Ser- 
vice: And 1t 1s my hearty Prayer, that the Covenant 
von have made on Earth may be ratified in Heaven, 
But ſor your farther Inſtruction and Edification give me 
leave to remind you, that our Lord Jeſus Chrift hath ap- 
pointed a peculiar Manner of expreſſing our Regard to 
im, and of ſolemnly renewing our Covenant with Him; 
»hich, tho' it does not forbid any other proper Way of 
doing it, muſt by no means be ſet aſide, or neglected, 
er any Human Methods, how prudent and expedient 
'cever they may appear to us. | 
4. 2. Our Lord has wiſely ordained, that the Ad- 
-antages of Society ſhould be brought into Religion; and 
2 a "ths 
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x90 The Covenant ſhall be publickly ſealed 3 Chap. 48 


as by his Command profefſing Chriſtians aſſemble toge- 
ther for other Acts of publick Worſhip, ſo he has been 
pleaſed to inſtitute a Scial Ordinance, in which a whole 
Aﬀembly of them, is to come to His Table, and there 
to cat the ſane Bread, and drink the ſame Cup. And this 
they are to do, as a Token of their affectionate Remem- 


brance of His aying "wg of their folemn Surrender F 


temfelwes to Gon, and of their ſincere Loa toone another, 
and to all their Felina Chriſtians, 

THar theſe are indeed the great Ends of the 
Tora Supper, Iſtlalt not now ſtay to argue at large. Vou 
need only xead what the Apoſtle Paul hath written in the 
Tenth and Eleventh Chapters of his Firft Efiftle to the 
Corinthians, to convince you fully of this. He thera 
expreſly tells us, that ur Lord commanded ee Bread 1. 
be eaten, and the Mine io be drunt, in Remembrance of 
Him (a), or as a Commemoration or Memorial of Him; 
ſo that as often as we attend this Inficotion, We ſhaw 
forth vur Lord's Death, which we are to COeven whit) He 
come (b). Aud it is par: :icularly aflerted, that e Cup 
75 the New Teſtament in his Bled (c); that is, it is 2 
Seal of that. Covenant Which was . ratified by bis Bloc, 
Now it is evident, that in Conſequence of this, we are 
to approach 1t with a View to that Covenant, defirivg 
its Bleflings, and reſolving by Divine Grace to comply 
= its Demands. On the w hole, therefore, as the 

Apoſtle ſpeaks, we have Communion in the Body, and the 

Blood of Chriſt (d), and. partaking of his Table and of 
his Cup, we converſe with Chrif, and join ourfelves to 


Him as his People; as the Heathens in their idolatrous 


Rites, had Communion with their Deities, and joined 


themſelves to them; and the Jews by eating their. 


Sacrifices, eonverſed with JEHOVA A, and joined them- 
ſelves to him. He farther reminds them, that tho' many, 
they were one Bread and one Body, being all Partnkers 
of that one Bread (e), and being all made to drink into 
one Spirit (4, ; that is, meeting together as if they wer? 
but one Family, and joining in the Commemoration of 
that ene Blood which was their common Ranſom, and 
of their Lord Jaſus their common Head. Now it 5 evi- 
ent, 


(a) 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25. (eb) Ver, ab, (c) Ver. 250 
(J) 1 Cor. x. 16. (e) 1 Cor. x. 17. (f) 1 Cor. xi}. 13. 
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dent, all theſe Reaſonings are equally applicable to 
Chriſtians in ſucceeding Ages. Permit me therefore, 
by the Authority of our Divine Maſter, to preſs upon 
you the Obſeryation of this Precept. | 
9. 4. Axpo let me alſo urge it, from the apparent 
T-ndency which it has to promote hot ?rugft Advantage. 
You are ſetting out in the Chriſtian Life; and I have re- 
minced you at large, of the Oppoſition vou mult expect 
to met with in it. It is the Lowe of Chi which mult 


animate you to break thro' all. What then can be 


more defirable than to bear about with you a lively 
Senſe of 1t ? and what can awaken that Senſe more than 


the Contemplation of His Death. as there repreſented? 


Who can behold the Bread broken, and the Wine poured 
cat, and not refleft how the Boay of the Bleſſed Ze/us 
was even torn in Pieces by his Sufferiaps, and 47s /acred 
Bl.od poured forth like Water on the Ground? Who can 


think of the Heart-rending Agenies of the Son of GOD, 


as the Price of our Redemption and Salvation, and not 
feel his Soul melted with Tenderneſs, and inflamed with 
grateful Affection? What an exalted View doth it give 
us of the Bleffings of the Ga/pe/-Covenant, when we 
conſider it as abliſhed in the Blood of G O D's only be- 
gotten Sen * And when we make our Approach to Ges- 
as our Heavenly Father, and give up ourſelves to his 
Service in this folema Manner, what an awful Tendency 
has it, to fix the Conviction, that wwe are 'not our own; 
being bought æuith ſuch à Price (g), What a Tendency 
has it, to guard us againſt every Temptation to thoſe 
51:15 which we have ſo ſolemnly renounced, and to en- 
gage our Fidelity to Him to whom we Have bund our 
Gone as'auith an Oath? Well. may our Hearts be knit 


log el her in mutual Love (h), when we cenfider ourſelves 


as 2ve in Chrift (i): His Blood becomes the Cement of 
the Society, joins us in Spirit, not only to each other, 
but to all bat in every Place call upon the Name of Feſus 
Crit our Lord, both theirs and ours (k). And we an- 


ti1pate, in pleaſing Hope, that Bleſſed Day, when the 


aembly ſhall be compleat, and we ſhall all be for ever 
1/4 the Lord (I). Well may theſe Views engage us ts 
| | deny 
(5% 1 Cor, vi. 19, 20. (h) Col. ii. 2. (i) Gal. fit, 29. 
K) 1 Cor, i. 2. (1) 1 Theil, iv. 17, 127 
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"Geny ourſelves, and to tate up our Croſs to follow our cru. 


as the reſt of bis Commandments. 


Ap 2 Theſſ. iii. 14. (q) x Cor. v. 11. 13. 


ciſed Maſter (m) Well may they engage us to do our 


utmoſt by Prayer and all other ſuitable Endeavours, to 


ſerve his Followers and his Friends; to ſerve thoſe 


whom he hath purcha/ed with his Blood, and who are to 
be his Aſſociates, and ours, in the Glories of an happy 
Immortality. 


&. F. Ir is alſo the expreſs Inſtitution and Command of 
our Bleſſed Redeemer, that the Members of ſuch S6cie- 


ties ſhould be tenderly ſolicitous for the ſpiritual Welfare 
of each other: And that, on the whole, his Churches 
may be kept pure and holy, that they ſhould avirhbarany 
. them/elwves N every Brether that walked diſorderly (n); 


that they thould mark /uch as cauſe Offences or Scandals 
among them, contrary to the Doctrine wvhich they bat 
learned, ard avoid them (o); that if any abey not the Word 


of Chrift by his Apoſiles ; they ſhould have no Fellewfpip 


er Communion with /uch, that they may be aſhamed (y); 


that they ſhould mo? eat wvith ſuch, as are nitoriouſly ir- 


regular in their Behaviour, but on the contrary, ſhould 


put away from among themſelves ſuch wicked Perſons (q). 
It is evident therefore, that the Inſtitution of ſuch Soci- 


eties is greatly for the Honour of Chriſtianity, and for 
the Advantage of its particular Profeſſors. And con- 


ſequently, every Conſideration of Obedience to our 


common Lord, and of prudent' Regard to our own Be- 


nefit and that of our Brethren, will require, that thoſe 


ho owe our Lord Jeſus Chrift in Sincerity, ſhould enter 
into them, and aſſemble among them in theſe their molt 
ſolemn and peculiar Acts of Communion at his Table. 


$. 6. IIS TRTAT you therefore, and, if I may pre- 


ſume to ſay it, in his Name, and by his Authority / 


charge it on you Conſcience, that this Precept of our 
dying Lord go not, as it were, for nothing with yon; 
but that, if you indeed love him, you keep this, as wel! 
I know you may 
be ready to form Objections. I have elſewhere debated 
many of the Chief of them at large, and I hope, not 


without ſome good Effect“. The great Queſtion is that 


| | which 
(m) Matt. «vi. 24.  (n)2 Theſſ. iii. 6. (o) Rom. xvi 17 


® Sce the Fourth of my Sermans te young Perſons, 


7 


a CC yuan "wy GIS, Peg" W_ 


— 


* 


Un. 18. and the Objections to it briefly anſwered. 173 


which relates to your being prepared for a eworthy Attend= 
41:4: And in Conjunckion with what has been ſaid be- 
oe, T think hat may be brought to a very ſhort Iſſue. 
aue you, ſo far as you know your own Heart, been fin- 
cre in that deliberate Surrender of your/elf to G OD, thro? 
2 which I recommended in the former Chapter: ? If 
ou have, (whether it were with or without the parti 
culae Form or Manner of doing it there recommended,) 
vou have certainly taten Hold of the Covenant, and there- 
tore have a Right to the Seal of it. And there is not, 
and cannot be any other View of the Ordinance, ia 
vhich you can have any farther Objection to it. If you 
defire to remember Chrifi*s Draib, it you deßre to renew 
the Dedication of yourſelt ro Gop thro? Him; if you 
guld liſt yourſelf among kFlis People, if you would 
ee them and do them Good accord; ing to your Abili- 
ty, and, on the whole, would not allow yourſelf in the 
Practice of any one lknnown Sin, or in the Omiſſion of 
one known Duty, then Þ will venture confidently to ſay, 
not only that you may be welcome to the Ordinance, 
but that i? was infliemed for fuch as you. TY 
&. 7. As for other Objections, a tew Words may ſuf 
fice by Way of Reply. The Weakneſs of the Religious 
Principle in your Soul, if it be really implanted there, 
i io far from being an Argument againſt your ſeeking 
ſuch a Method to ſtrengthen it, that it rather ſtrongly 
mlorces the Neceſſity of doing it. T he Neglect of this 
Solemmnity, by 5 many that call themſelves Chriſtianc, 
ould rather engage vou fo much the more to Giſtinguith 
your Zeal for the Toft itution, in this Reſpe& ſo much 
ſlighted and injured. And as for the Fears of aggrce 
daten Guilt in Caſe of Apoſtacy, do not indulge them. 
This may „by the Divine Blefling, be an effectual Ro- 
medy againſt the Evil you fear; and it is certain, that 
eſter what vou muſt already have known and felt, before 
n could be brought into your preſent Situation, (on the 
Sup portions ! bave how been making) there can be no 
„om to think of a Retreat; no Room, even for the 
i reis Hope of being leſs miſerable than the Genera- 
ty of thoſe that have periſhed. Your Scheme therefore 
11101 {t be, to make your Salvation a /ure, and to make 
* 2loricus as poilblez and I know not any Appoint- 
& ment 
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ment of our bleſſed. Redeemer, which may bave a more 
comfortable Aſpect upon that bleſſed End, than this 
which I am recommending; to you. CE Fl 

$. 8. Ons Thing I would at leaſt % uon, and I 
ſee not with what Face it can be denied. I mean, that 
you fhould take this Matter into a jerious Confideration © 
That you ſhould diligently enquire, © whether you 
© have Reaſon in your Conſcience to believe, it is the 
4 Will of Gop you ſhould now approach to the Or. 
% dinance, or not :” 2 that you ſhould continue 
your Reflections, your Enquiries, and your Prayers, till 
you find farther Encouragement. to come, if that En- 
courapement be hitherto wanting. For of this be aſ- 
ſured, that a State in which you are on the whole unht 
to approach this Ordinance, is a State in which you are 
deſtitute of the neceſſary Preparations for Death. and 
Heaven ; in which therefore, if you would not allow 
yourſelves to ſlumber on the Brink of Deſtruction, you 
ought not to reſt ſo much as one ſingle Day, 


A PRAT TR for one, who earneſtly defires 19 approach the 
Table of the Lord, ye? has /ome remaining Doubts con- 
cerning his Right to that ſolemn Ordinance, | 


« BLESSED LORD, I adore thy wiſe and gra- 

{ 3 < cious Appointments, for the Edification of Thy 
„ Church in Holineſs and in Love. I thank Thee, that 
„Thou haſt commanded 'I'hy Servants, to form them- 
+ ſelves into Societies; and [adore my gracious Saviour, 
„ who hath i/{izuted, as with His dying Breath, the 
„ holy Solemnity of His Supper, to be thro” all Ages a 
« Memorial of His dying Lowe, and a Bond of that Union 
„ which it is His Sovereign Pleaſure that His People 
«ſhould preſerve. I hope, Thou, Lord, art Witneſs 
*© to the Sinceriiy, with which I defire to give my/c/f 
« h to Thee; and that I may call Thee to record on 
« wy Soul, that if I now heſitate about this particular 
« Manner of doing it, it is not becauſe I would allow 
« myſelf to break any of Thy Commands, or to flight 
„ any of Thy Favours. I] truſt Thou knoweſt that 
my preſent Delay aries only from my Uncertainty as 


4. to my Duty, and a Fear of profaning Holy r 


Chap. 18. but yet has ſume remaining Doubts. 175 
„ by an unworthy Approach to them. Yet ſurely, 0 
«© Lord, if Thou haſt given me a Reverence for Thy 
Command, a Deſire of Communion with Thee, and 
a Willingneſs to devote myſelf wholly to Thy Service, 
l may regard it as a Token for Good, that Thou art 
*« diſpoſed to receive me, and that I am not wholly un- 

«© qualified for an Ordinance, which I fa highly honour, 
© and ſo earneſtly defire. I therefore make it my hum- 
«© ble Requeſt unto Thee, O Lord, this Day, that 
Thou wouldſt graciouſly be pleaſed to inſtruct me in 

„ my Duty, = to teach me the Way which I ſhould 
« fade. Examint me, O Lord, and prove me, try my Reins 
« and my Heart (r) Is there any ſecret Sin, to the 
„Love and Practice of which I would indulge? Is 
© there any of Thy Precepts, in the habitual Breach of 
„ which T would allow myſelf? 1 truft, I can appeal 
„ to Thee as a Witneſs, that there is not. Let me not 
chen wrong mine own Soul, by a cauſeleſs and ſinful 1 
Abſence from Thy ſacred Table! But grant, O Mm 
© Lord, I beſeech Thee, that Thy Word, Thy Provi- 
«« dence, and Thy Spirit may fo concur, as to make my 
May plain beſovre me (s) ! Scatter my remain! ng Doubts, 
if thou ſeeſt they have no juſt Foundation! Fill me 
With a more aſſured Faith, with a more ardent Love; 
and plead Thine er Cau/e with my Heart in ſuch a 
Manner, as that I may not be able any longer to de- 
lay that Approach, which, if I am Thy Servant in- 
deed, is equally my Duty and my Privilege! In the 
mean Time, grant, that it may never be long out of 
my Thoughts: But that I may give all Diligence, if 
there be any remaining Occaſion of Doubt, to re- 
move it by a more affectionate Concern to avoid 
whatever is diſpleaſing to the Byes pf Thine Holi- 
** neſs, and to practiſe the full Extent of my Duty l 
„May the Views of Chri crucified be ſo familiar to my 

_ < Mind, and may a Seulſe of His dying Lowe fo powers". 

fully conſtrain my Soul, that my own growing Expe- 

** 11ence may put it out of all Queſtion, that J am ene 

of thoſe for whom He intended this Feaſt of Love! 
And even now, as joined to Thy Churches in Spirit | 

and in Love, tho” not in ſo expreſs and intimate a Bond ij 
3 12 * i 
(Y Pfal, rl. 24 (s) Pror. xv, 19. | 
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as I could wiſh, would I heartily pray, that Thy 
«© Bl://ing may be on all Thy People That thou wouldſt 
re fred Thine Heritage, and lift them up for ever (t) . 
May every Chriſtian Society flouriſh in Knowledge, in 
*«« Holineſs, and in Love! May all Thy Prieſts be cloathed 
«© with Salvation, that by their Means Thy choſen People 
may be made zoyfu/ (u)“ And may there be a glori- 
% ous Acceſſion to thy Churches every where, of thoſe 
„ who may fy to them as a Cleud, and as Domes to their 
„% Windows (w)! May Thy Table, O Lord, be fur- 
„ mfred with Gneſts (x); and may all that [ove Thy Sal. 
© vation, Jay, Let the Lord be magnified, avho halb 
« Pleaſure. in the Proſperity of bis Servants (y) ! And 
L earneſtly pray, that all who profeſs to ave received 
© Chrift Jeſus the Lord, may be duly careful to walk 
« in him (2); and that we may all be preparing for hz 
« general Afjembly of the Firſt- bern, and may join ia 
* that nobler and more immediate Worſhip, where all 
„ theſe Types and Shadows ſhall be laid aſide; where 
«© even theſe Memorials fhall be no longer neceſſary; 
but a living, preſent Redeemer ſhall be the everlaſt- 
« ing [oy of thoſe, who here in his Abſence have de- 
* lighted to commemorate his Death! Amen. 


(t) Pal. xvii. 9, (u) Pfal, exxxii, 16. (w) Teal. ls, 8. 
(x) Matt. xxti. 10. (Y) Pal. xxxv. 27. (2) Col. if, 6. 3 
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N. B. I purpeſed to have added ſomething here, concerning a regu- 
lar Approach tothe Lord's Tatle, a proper Artendance up n it, and ſuita- 
ble Reſle ions after it; Bot I find this Work ſwell under my Hand, 
beyond what | at firft expected; and therefore, as theſe Articles have 
been bardled by fo many valuable Writers, I chuſe to refer to them, 
and part cularly to Dr. Earle s Sacramental Exerciſes, and Mr. Growt's 
Devotional Exerciſei relating to the Lord's Supper : Books wh ch | think 
remarkably excellent in their Kind, and which may be had at very 
waly Ratet. Yet for the farther Afiftance of dev ou: Communican's, 
] have ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a ſmail Volume of Sarramental 
A1 ditetions on ſelect Texts of Scripture, if Gop ſrare me to finiſh ny 
E xpofiti n on the New Tefleument, and ſome othet Pieces, which ] have 
be in Haad. 


. . 
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» 


CH AP. XIX. 


Some more particular Directions for maintain- 
jag continual Communion with Gop, or: 


being in his Fear all the Day long. 


A Litter to à pious Friend on this Subject introduced here, 
$. 1. 4 General Plan of Directiunms, F. 2. I.] For 
rhe Beginning of the Day: F. 3. (1.) Lifting up the 
Heart to GOD. at cur int Awvatening? F. 4. (2:) 
Setting ourfelwes to the fecret Dewotions of the Morning ; 
«vith Re/pett to which particular Adwices are giv-n. 
1. 5. 10. [II.] For the Progreſs of rhe Day: 
$. 11. Directions are given concerning, (I.) Seriou/- 
net in Devotions F. 12. (z.) Diligence m Bujine/s. 
§. 13. (3-) Prudence in Recreations. F. 14. (4+) 
Obſervation. of Providences. F. 15. (5. Watchfulneſs 
againſt T emptations. F. 16. (6..) Dependance on Divine 
Influences. §. 17. (7%) Government of the T Hong hi. ah. 
in Solitude $. 18. (8.) Management of Diſcourſe in 
Company. F. 19. III.] For the Conclufron of the Day : 
$. 20. (1.) With the jecret Devotions of the Evening. 
$. 21. Directiont for Self. Examination at large. F. 22, 
23. (2.) Lying down with a proper Temper. F. 24. 
Concliſion of ihe Letter, F. 28. and of the Chapter F. 
26. With a ſerious View of Death, proper to be taken ar 
the Cloje of the Day. | 1 


4.1. Y W O U LD hope, that upon ſerious Confidera- 
tion, Self-Examination, and Prayer, the Reader 
may by this Time be come to a Reſolution to attend the 
Table of the Lord, and to ſeal his Vows there. I will 
10 ſuppoſe that folemn Tranſaction to be over, or ſome 


I 3 | other 


re 13 1 
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other deliberate Act to have paſſed by which he has 
given himſelf up to the Service of Gon; and that his 
Concern now is to enquire, how he may act according 


to rh Vows of GOD avhich are upon him. Now for his 


farther Aſſiſtance here, beſides the General View I have 
already given of the Chriſtian Temper and Character, [ 
will propoſe ſome more particular Directions, relating 
to maintaining that devout, ſpiritual, and heavenly 
Character, which may, in the Language of Scripture, 
be called a daily avalting with GOD, or being in his 
He ir all the Day lang (a). And I know nothow TI can 
expreſs the Idea and Plan, which I have formed of ibis, 
in à more clear and diſtinct Manner than ] did in a Le- 
ren, which 1 wrote many Tears ago to a Toeung Perſon 
of eminent Piety, with whom I had then an intimate 
Friendſhip ; and who, to the great Grief of all that 
knew him, died a few Months after he received it. Yet 


I hope he lived long enough to reduce the Directions into 


Practice, which I wiſh and pray that every Reader may 
do, fo far as they may properly ſuit his Capacities and 


' Circumſtances in Liſe, conſidering it as if addrefied to 


himſelf. I fay, (and defireit may be obſerved,) that 
I wiſh my Reader may act on theſe Directions, / far as 
zhey may preperly ſuit bis Capacities and Circumflances lu 
Lift; for I would be far from laying down the follow- 
ing Particulars as univerſal Rules for al, or for any one 
Perſon in the World at all Tims, Let them he prac- 
tiſed by thoſe that are able, and when they bave Lei- 
ſure: And when you cannot reach them all, come as 
near the moſt imporiant of them as you conveniently 
Can. With this Precaution 1 proceed to he Lerrer, 
which 1 would hope, after this previous Care to guard 
againſt the Danger of miſtaking it, will not diſcourage 
any the weake/# Cbriian. Let us humbly and chear- 
fully do our beſt, and rejoice that we have % gracious a 
Father who knows all our Infirmities, and fo compaſſionate 
4 High-Prieft to recommend to Divine Acceptance the 
fccLict Efforts of ſincere Duty and Love! 


My 


* 


La) Prov, xxii!, 17. N. B. It was in the Year 1727» 
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My Dear Friend, 


Since you defire my Thovghts in Writing, and at 
large, on the Subject of our late Converſation, wiz, 
© By what particular Methods in our daily Conduct, a 
Life of Devotion and Uſefulneſs may be moſt hap- 
'* pily maintained and ſecured?” I ſet myſelf with 
ac arfulneſs, to recollect and digeſt the Hints which I 
then gave you; hoping it may 2 of ſome Service to 
vou in your moſt important Intereſts; and may alſo fix 
on my own Mind a deeper Senſe of my Obligations to 
govern my own Life by the Rules I offer to others. 1 
cteem Attempts of this Kind among the pleaſanteſt 
Fruits, and the fureft Cements of Friendſhip ; and as I 
hope ours will laſt for ever, I am perſuaded a mutual 
(Care to cheriſh Sentiments of this Kind will add ever- 
lating Endearments to it. | 

F. 2. Tag Directions you will expect from me on this 
Occaſion, naturally divide themſelves into Three Head, 
How we are to regard Gop,————in the Beginning, 
the Progreſs; and the Claſe of the Day. I will 
open my Heart freely to you with-Regard to each, and 
will leave you to judge how far thefe Hints may fuit 
your Circumſtances ; aiming at leaſt to keep between 
the Extreams, of a ſuperſtitious Stridtnefs in 'Trifles, 
and of an indolent Remiſſneſs, which, if admitted in 


little Things, may draw after it criminal Neglects, and 


at length yet more criminal Indulgences. 


F. 3. [I.] In the Beginning of the Day : It ſhould cer- 
tainly be our Care, ——to if? ub our Hearts to GOD, 
25 ſoon as we wake, and while we are Tiſing ;——and 
then, to ſet ourſelves ſeriouſly and immediately to the 
fecret Devotions of the Morning. | | 


9. 4. Fos the firſt of theſe, it ſeems exceedingly na- 
tural, There are ſo many Things that may ſuggeſt a 
creat Variety of Pious Reflections and Ejaculations, 
which are fo obvious, that one would think a ſerious 
Mind could hardly miſs them. The Eaſe and Chearful- 
neſs of our Mind at eur firſt Awakening; the Refreſh- 

| I 4 ment 
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ment we find from Sleep; the Security we have enjoyed in 


that defenceleſs State; the Proviſion of warm and decent 
Apparel; the chearful Light of the returning Sun; or 
even (what is not unfit to mention to you,) the Contri- 
vances of Art, taught and furniſhed by the great Author 
of all our Conveniencies s, to ſupply us wich many uſefu! 
Hours of Life in the Abſence of the Sun; the Hope of 
returning to the dear Society of our Friends; the Proſpect 
ot ſpending another Day, in the Service of GOD, and 
the Improvement of our own Minds; and above all, the 
lively Hope of a joyful Reſurrection to an eternal Day 
ef Happineſs and Glory: Any of theſe Particulars, and 
many more which I do not mention, may furniſh us with 
Matter of pleaſing Reflection and chearful Praiſe, while 
we are ning. And for our farther Aſſiſtance, when we 
are alone at this Time, it may not be improper to pe. 
iometimes to ourſeives, and ſometimes to our Heavenly 
Father, in the natural Expreſſions of Joy and Thank- 
fulneſs. Permit me, Sir, to add, that if we find our 
Jearts in ſuch a Frame at our firſt Awakening, even that 
15 zuit Matter of Praiſe, and the rather, as perhaps it is 
an Anſwer to the Prayer with which we lay down. 
$. 5, For the Exerciſe of /ecret Dewotious in the Morn- 
ing, which I hope will generally be our firſt. Work, I 
car not preſcribe an exact Method to another. You muſt, 
my dear Friend, coniult your own Tafte in ſome Mea- 
ſure. 'The conſtituent Parts of the Service, are in the 
general plain. Were I to propoſe a particular Model for 
thoſe, who have Half, or Three Quarters of an Huur at 
Command, (which with prudent Conduct I ſuppoſe mo 
may have) it ſhould be this. 
F. 6. To begin the Rated Devotions of the Day with 
a ſolemn Af of Praiſe, offered to God on our . 
and generally with a low, yet diſtinct Voice; ackuow- 
ledging the Mercies, we had been reflefting on While 
riſing; never forgetting to mention Chrift, as the great 


Foundation of ail our Enjoyments and our Hopes, e or to 


return Thanks for the Influences of the Blefſed $pirir, 
which have led our Hearts to Gop, or are then engag- 
ing us to ſeck him. 'I his, as well as other Offices of 


Devotion afterwards mentioned, mult be done attemive!y 
and fincerely ; for not to offer our Praiſes heartily, is in 


the 
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the Sight of Gon not to praiſe him at all. This Ad- 
drets of Praiſe may properly be concluded with an expreſs 
cnewal of our Covenant with Gop, declaring our con- 
tinued repeated Reſolution of being devoted to him, and 
Pp —_ of living to his Glory the enſuing Day. + 
7. Ir may be proper, after this, 40 late a. Proſpect? 
00 $A Day before us, ſo far as we can probably foreſee in 
ihe general, where and how it may be ſpent; and ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect, How ſhall I employ myſelf for Gop 
5 this Day? What Buſineſs is to be done, and in what 
Order? What Opportunities may I expect, either of 
doing, or of receiving Good 2 What. Femptations 
© am I like to be aſſaulted with, in any Place, Com- 
*© pany, or Circumſtance, which may probably occur? 
In what Inftances have F lately failed? And how: 
* ſhall I be ſafeſt now? 
. 8. ABTER this Review, it would be proper to er 
«9 a /vort Prayer, begging, that Gov. would quicken 
us to each of theſe foreſeen Quties, that he would for- 


* 


* 


tify us againſt each of thoſe apprehended Dangers; that 


le would. grant us Succeſs in- ſuch or ſuch a Buſineſs: 
undertaken for his Glory; and alſo, that he would 
hc) us to diſcover and improve unforeſeen Opportunt- 
do reſiſt unexpected. Temptations, and to bear pa- 
and religiouſly, any Afflictions which may ſur- 
us in the Day on which we are entering. 

. 9. I wouLy advife you after this to read ſome 
. of Scripture; not a great deal, nor the whole 
in its Courſe; but ſome ſele& Leſſons out of its 
uſeful Parts, perhaps Ten or Twelve Verſes; not 
b bling yourſelf much about the exact Connection, ap 
er Critical Niceties, which may occur, (tho at other 

21 mes J would recommend chem to your: Enquiry, as- 
have Ability and Opportunity z) but conſidering 
en merely in a devotional and practical View. Here 
Ke : ſuch luſtructions as readily. preſent themſelves to» 
Thoughts, repeat them over to your own: Conſci- 

7 and charge your Heart religiouſly to. obſerve them 
An act upon them, under a Senſe of the Divine Autho- 
” which attends them. And if you pray over the Sub- 
ce of this Scripture with your Bible opea before 
von, it may impreſs your Memory and your Heart yet 
Þ oP more 
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482 Directions for the Progreſs of the Day, Chap. 19. 
more deeply, and may form you to a Copiouſneſs and 
Variety, both of Thought and Expreſſion in Prayer, 
F. 10. Ir might be proper to cloſe theſe Devotions 
with a P/alm or Hymn: And I rejoice with you, that 
thro' the pious Care of Dr. Watts, and ſome other Sa- 
cred Poets, we are provided with ſo rich a Variety for 
the Aſſiſtance of the Cloſet and Family on theſe Occa- 
fions, as well as for the Service of the Sanctuary. 


S8. 11. [II.] Tae moſt material Directions which have 
occured to me, relating to the Progre/s of the Day, are 
theſe : That we be /erieus in the Devotion, of the 
Day ;———that we be Hligent in the Bu/ineſs of it, that 
is, in the Proſecution of our worldly Callings: that 
we be temperate and prudent in the Recreations of it; 
that we carefully remark the Prowidences of the 
Day ;——that we cautiouſly guard again/t the Tempta- 
#ons of it ; that we #eep up a lively and humble De- 
—_— upon the Divine Influence, ſuitable to every 

mergency of it ;———that we govern our Thoughts well 
in the Solitude of the Day, — and our Diſcourſes well 
in the Conwerſations of it, "Theſe, Sir, were the Heads 
of a Sermon, which you lately heard me preach on this 
Occaſion, and to which I know you referred in that 

Requeſt which I am now endeavouring to anſwer. [ 
will therefore touch upon the moſt material Hints, 
which fall under each of theſe Particulars. 

$. 12. (1.) For Sertouſne/s in Dewotion, whether 

Publick or Domeſtick : Let us take a few Moments, #-- 
fore aue enter upon ſuch Solemnittes, to pauſe, and reflect, 
on the Perfections of the Gop we are addreſſing to, on 
the Importance of the Buſineſs we are coming about, on 
the Pleaſure and Advantage of a regular and devout At- 
tendance, and on the Guilt and Folly of an Hypoeriti- 
cal Formality. ¶ ben engaged, let us maintain a ſtric 
Watchfulneſs over our own Spirits, and cheek the firſt 
Wanderings of Thought. And when the Duty is over, 
let us immediately reflect on the Manner in which it has 
deen performed, and aſk our own Conſciences whether 
we have Reaſon toconclude, that we are accepted ef GOD 
in it? For there is a certain Manner of going thro? theſo 
_ Offices, which our oW Hearts will immediately tell ” 


Chap. 19. with particular Advices on this Head, 183 
it is impoſſible for G OD to approve And if we have in- 


advertently fallen into it, we ought to be deeply humbled. 


before Gop for it, leſt our very Prayer beceme Sin (b). 

F. 13. (2.) As for the Hours of «worldly Bufine/s 3 
whether it be, as with you, that of che Hande; or whe- 
ther it be the Labour of a learned Life, not immediate-. 
ly relating to Religious Matters: Let us ſet to the Proſe- 
cution of it with a Senſe of Gop's Authority, and with 
2 Regard to his Glory. Let us avoid a Dreaming, Slug- 
giſh, Indolent Temper, which nods over its Work, and 
does only the Buſineſs of One Hour in Two or Three. 
In Oppoſition to this which runs thro* the Life of ſome 
People, who yet think they are never Idle, let us endea- 
vour to diſpatch as much as we well can in a little 
Time ; confidering, that it is but a little we have in all. 
And let us be habitually ſenſible of the Need we have 


of the Divine Blefling, to make our Labours ſucceſsful. 


F. 14. (3.) Fox Seaſons of Diverſion: Let us take 
Care, that our Recreations be well choſen ; that they be 
purſued with a good Intention, to fit us for a renewed 
Application to the Labours of Life; and thus, that they 
be only uſed in Subordination to the Honour of Gop, 
the great End of all our Actions. Let us take Heed, 
hat our Hearts be not eſtranged from Gop by them; 
and that they do not take up too much of our Time: 
Always remembering, that the Faculties of the Human 
Nature, and the Advantages of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
were not given us in vain ; but that we are always to be 
in Purſuit of ſome great and honourable End, and to 
indulge ourſelves in Amuſements and Diverſions no far- 
ther, than as they make a Part in a Scheme of rational 
and manly, benevolent and pious Conduct. 


. 15. (4.) For the Ob/ervation of Prowidences : lt 


ill be uſeful to regard the Divine Interpoſttion in oe 
Comforts and in our Mlictions. In aur Comforts, whe- 


ther more common or extraordinary: That we find 


ourſelves in continued Health; that we are farnifhed with 
Food for Support and Pleaſure; that we have ſo many 


azreeable Ways of employing our Time; that we 


have ſo many Friends, and thoſe fo good, and fo kap- 
ÞY ; that our Buſineſs goes on proſperoully ; that we go 
| SW alt” off 


Gb) Pal. cia. 3. 
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out and come in ſafely; and that we enjoy Compoſure 
and Chearfulneſs of Spirit, without which nothing elſe 
could be enjoyed: Al! theſe ſhould be regarded as Pro- 
evidential Fawuurs; and due Acknowledgments ſhould be 
made to Wop on theſe Accounts, as we paſs thro? ſuch 
agreeable Scenes. On the other Hand, Providence 
25 to be regarded in every Di/appointment, in every Leſs, 
an every Pain, in every Inſtance ef Unkindne/s, from thoſe 
who have profcſied Friend ihip: And we ſhould endea- 
vour to argue ourſelves into a patient Submiſſion, from 
this Conſideration, that the Hand of G O D is always me- 
diately, if not immediately in each of them; and that 
if they are not properly the Work of Providence, they 
are at leaſt under its Direction. It is a Reflection, which 


we ſhould particularly make with Relation to thoſe /:7/ 
 ero/s Accidents, (as we are ready to call them, ) and thoſe 


4 


Infirmities and Follies in the Temper and. Conduct of 
our intimate Friends, which may elſe be ready to diſ- 
compoſe us. And it is the more neceflary to guard our 
Minds here, as wiſe and good Men often loſe the Com- 
mand of themſelves on theſe comparatively little Occa- 
ions; who calling up Reaſon and Religion to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance, ſtand the Shock of great Calamities with Forti- 


tude and Reſolution. 


$. 16. (5.) Fox FWatckſulze/s againſt Trmptations : It 
is neceſſary, when changing our Place, or our Employ- 
ment, to reflect, What Snares attend me here?“ And 
as this ſhould be our habitual Care, fo we ſnould eſpe- 


. cially guard againſt thoſe Snares which in the Morning 


we foreſaw. Ard when we are entering on thoſe C1r- 
cumſlances in which we expected the Aſſault, we ſhould 
reflect, eſpecially if it be a Matter of great Importance, 
% Now the Combat is going to begin: Now Gop and 
„the Bleſſed Angels are obſerving, what Conflancy, 
«© what Fortitude there is in my Soul; and how far the 
„ Divine Authority, and the Remembrance of my own 


Prayers and Reſolutions, will weigh with me, when 


«© it comes to-a Trial.“ | 
& 17. (6.) As for Dependance ou Divine Grace and 
Influence; it muſt be univerſel: And ſince we always 


need it, we muſt never forge! that Necellity. A Mo- 


ment ſpent in humble fervent Breathings after the Com- 
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munications of the Divine Aſſiſtance may do more Good, 
than many Minutes ſpentin mere Reaſonings: And the 
indeed his ſhould not be neglected, ſince the Light of 
Reaſon is a Kind of Divine Illumination; yet ſtill it 
ought to be purſued in a due Senſe of our Dependance 
en the Father of ' Lights, or where we think ourſelves 
viJeſt, we may become wain in our [maginations (c). Let 
us therefore always call upon 60 D; and ſay, for In- 
ſtance, when we are going to pray, Lord, fix my At- 
© tention! Awaken my holy Aﬀections, and pour out 
** upon me the Spirit of Grace and of Supplication (d) “ 
When taking up the Bible, or any other good Book, 
© Open thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrous Things 
gut of thy Law (e) Enlighten mine Underſtanding ! 
Warm my Heart! May my good Reſolutions be 
confirmed, and all the Courſe of my Life in a proper 
Manner regulated ”” When addreſing ourſelves to 


any worldly Buſineſs, ©* Lord, praſper T hou the Work of 


'* mine Hands upon me (f), and give Thy Bleſſing to my 


** honeſt Endeavours !”” When going do any Kind of 


ecreation, Lord, bleſs my Refreſhments ! Let me 
not forget Thee in them, but ftill keep 'Thy Glory 
in View!” When coming into Company, Lord, 
may I do, and get Good! Zet no corrupt Communicas 
tion proceed out of my Mouth, but that which is good 10 
** che Ce of edifying, that it may miniſter Grace to the 
** Hearers (g)! When entering upon Difficulties, 
Lord, give me that Wiſdom, which 7s profitable te di- 
rect (h) Teach me Thy Hay, and lead me in a plain 
© Path (i)?! When encountering with Temptations, 
Let Thy Strength, O gracious Redeemer, be made per- 
ect in my Weakneſs (k) “' Theſe Inſtances may illuſ- 
rite the Deſign of this Direction, tho? they be far from 
- compleat Enumeration of all the Circumſtances in 
wich it is to be regarded. 0 | 

9. 18. (7.) Fog the Gowernment of our Thoughts in 
£ o/:7#de : Let us accuſtom ourſelves, on all Occaſions, to 
exerciſe a due Command over our Thoughts. Let us 
dale Care of thoſe Entanglements of Paſhon, and thoſe 


Attach. 
(e] Rom. i. 21, 22. (d) Zech. xii. 10. (e) Pal, exix. 18, 
) Plal. xc. 15. (8) Eph. iv. 29. (h) Ecclel, x. 30. 


\ 
) Plal, xxviie 11. () 2 Cor. xii. 9. 


about Furniture for Thought, * the former Head. 


186 The Thoughts an Diſcaurſestobe governed. Ch. 19. 
Attachments to any preſent Intereſt and View, which 
would deprive us of our Power over them. Let us ſet 
before us ſome profitable Subject of Thought: Such as 
the Per fections of the Bleſſed Gon, the Love of Chrif, 

the Value of Time, the Certainty and Importance of 
Death and Judgment, and the Eternity of Happineſs 
or Miſery which is to follow. Let us alſo at ſuch Inter- 
vals reflect, on what we have obſerved as to the State of 
our own Sauls, with Regard to the Advance or Decline 
of Religion; or on the laſt Sermon we have heard, or 


the laſt Portion of Scripture we have read. You may 
perhaps, in this Connection, Sir, recollect what I have 


(if I remember right,) propoſed to yon in Converſation; 
that it might be very uſeful to ſelect ſome one Verſe of 
Scripture, which we had met with in the Morning, and 
to treaſure it up in our Mind, refolving to !hink of that 
at any Time when we are at a Loſs for Matter of pious 
Reflection, in any Intervals of Leiſure for-entering upon 


it. This will often be as a Spring, from whence many 


profitable and delightiul Thoughts may riſe, which per- 
haps we did not before ſee in that Connection and Force. 
Or if it ſhould not be ſo, yet J am perſuaded it will be 
much better to repeat the ſame Scripture in our Mind an 
Hundred Times in a Day, with ſome pious Ejaculation 
formed upon it, than to leave our Thoughts at the Mer- 
cy of all thoſe various Trifles, which may otherwiſe in- 
trude upon us; the Variety of which will be far from 
making Amends for their Vanity. , 

$. 19. (8.) LasTLy, For the Government of our Di/- 
courſe in Company We ſhould take great Care, that no- 
thing may eſcape us, which can expoſe us, or our Chrit- 
tian Profeſſron, to Cenſure and Reproach : Nothing in- 
jurious to thoſe that are abfeut, or to thoſe that are pre- 
fent; nothing maligrant, nothing inſincere; nothing 
which may corrupt, nothing which may provoke, no- 
thing which may miſlead thoſe about us. Nor ſhould 
we, by any Means, be content, that what we ſay is in- 
nocent ; it ſhould be our Deſire, that it may beedifying, 
to ourſelves and others. In this View, we ſhould en- 
deavour to have ſome Subject of uſeful Diſcourſe always 
ready; in which we may be aſſiſted by the Hints given, 


Ws 
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We ſhould watch for decent Opportunities of introdneing 
uſeful Reflections; and if a pious Friend attempt to do 
it, we ſhonld endeavour to ſecond it immediately. When 
che Converſation does not turn directly on Religious Sub- 
jets, we ſhould endeavour to make it improving ſome 
other Way: We ſhould reflect on the Character and Ca- 
acities of our Company, that we may lead them to talk 
of what they underſtand beſt; for their Diſcourſes on 
thoſe Subjects will probably. be. moſt pleaſing to them- 
ſelves, as well as moſt uſeful to us. And in Pauſes of 
Diſcourſe, it may not be improper to liſt up an holy 
E;aculationto Gon, that his Grace may aſſiſt us and our 
Friends in our Endeavours to do Goad to each other; 
that all we ſay, and do, may be worthy the Character 
of reaſonable Creatures and of Chriſtians. 1525 


F. 20. [HI.] Tar Directions for a religious Clofing of 
the Day, which I ſhall here mention, are only 7. 
Let us ſee to it, that he ſecret Duties of the Evening, be 
well performed. And let us lie down on our Beds in a 
pious Frame. | 


6. 21. (1.) Fox ſecret Devotion in the Evening, I 
would propoſe a Method ſomething different from that 
in the Morning; but ill, as then, with due Allowances 
for Circumſtances, which may make unthought of Al- 
terations proper. I ſhould, Sir, adviſe to read a Por- 
tion of Seripture in the firſt Place, with ſuitable Reflec- 
tions, and Prayer, as above: Then ta read a Hymn, or 
Palm: After this to enter on Self- Examination, to be 
followed by a longer Prayer, than that which followed 
Reading, to be formed on this Review of the Day: In 
this Addreſs to the Throne of Grace it will be highly 
proper, to intreat that Gon would pardon the Omiſſions 
and Offences of the Day; to praiſe Him for Mercies 
Lemporal and Spiritual; to recommend ourſelves to His 
ProteRtion for the enſuing Nigbt; with proper Petitions 
for others, whom we ought to bear on our Hearts before 
him; and particularly, for thoſe Friends with whom we 
have converſed or correſponded, in the preceding, Day. 
Many other Concerns will occur, both in Morning and 


Evening Prayer, which I have not here hinted at; * 3 


| 


188 Directions for the Exerciſe of Chap. 19. 
drd not apprehend that a full Enumeration of theſe 
Things belonged, by any Means, to our preſent Purpoſe. 
F. 22. BETORRE | quit this Head, I muſt take the 
Liberty to remind you, that Sz/-Examination is fo im- 
portant a Duty, that it will be worth our while to ſpend 
a few Words upon it. And this Branch of it ſo eaſy, 
that when we have proper Queſtions before us, any Per- 
ſon of a common Underſtanding may hope to go thre? 
it with Advantage under a Divine Bleſſing. I offer you 
therefore the following Queries, which J hope you will, 
with ſuch Alterations as you may judge requiſite, keep 
near you for daily Le. Did I awake as with Gov 
this Morning, and riſe with a grateful Senſe of his 
1% "Goodneſs? How were the /ecret Dewntions of the 
Morning performed? Did J offer my ſolemn Praiſes, 
« and renew the Dedication of myſelf to Gop, with 
* becoming Attention and ſuitable Affections? Did I 
« Jay my Scheme for the Buſineſs. of the Day, wiſely 


'«© and well? How did [ read rhe Scripture, and any other 


„ Devotional or Practical Piece, which I might after- 

„ Wards conveniently review ? Did it do my Heart good, 
© or was it a mere Amuſement ?——How have the 
„% other /tated Deœctions of the Day been attended, whe- 
«++ ther in the Family or in Publick? Have I purſued 
the common Buſineſs of the Day with Diligence 
and Spirituality; doing every Thing in Seaſon, and 
«« with all convenient Diſpatch, and as unto the Lord (1) ? 
What Time have I loſt this Day, in the Morning or 
„ the Forenoon, in the Afternoon, or the Evening ;” 
(for theſe Diviſions will aſſiſt your Recollection;) © and 
*+ what has occaſioned the Loſs of it? With what Tem- 
« per, and under what Regulations, have the Recreations 
«+ of this Day been purſued ? Have ] ſeen the Hand of 
« GOD in my 47erciecs, Health, Chearfulnefs, Food, 
Clothing, Books, Preſervation in Journies, Sueceſs of 
«+ Buſineſs, Converſation and Kindneſs of Friends, Oc. ? 
+ Have I ſeen it in Aflictians, and particularly in little 
<< Things, which had a Tendency to vex and diſquiet 
«« me? And with Regard to this Interpoſition, have 1 

received my Comforts thankfully, and my Afflictions 
« ſubmiſſively? How have | guarded againſt the Temp- 


“ falio us 
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** tations of the Day, particularly againſt this or that 
© Temptation, which I foreſaw in the Morning!? Have 
I maintained an humble Dependance on Diwine Iu- 


fuences? Have I lived by Faith in the Son r GOD(m), 


and regarded CHRIST this Day, as my Teacher and 
Governor, my Atonement and Interceſſor, my Ex- 
* zmple and Guardian, my Strength and Forerunner? 
i« Have I been looking forward to Death and Eternity 
this Day, and conſidered myſeli as a Probationer for 
+ Heaven, and thro' Grace an Expectant of it? Have 
I governed my Thoughts well, eſpecially in ſuch or 
++ {uch an Interval of Solitude? How was my Subject 
of Thought this Day choſen, and how was it regard- 
ed? Have I governed my Diſcourſes well, in ſuch and 
'* ſuch Company? Did I ſay nothing paſſionate, miſ- 
chievous, ſlanderous, imprudent, impertinent ? Has 
** my Heart this Day been full of Love to Goo, and 
to all Mankind; and have I ſought, and found, and 
improved Opportunities of doing, and of getting 
* Good? 
have I read the Scripture this Evening? How was S 
Examination performed the laſt Night; and how have 
I profited this Day by any mae I then made on 
former Negligences and Miſtakes? With awhat Temper 
did I then lie d2wn, and compole myſelf to Sleep?“ 
$. 23. You will eaſily ſee, Sir, that theſe Queitions 
are ſo adjuſted, as to be an Abridgement of the moſt ma- 
terial Advices 1 have given in this Letter; and I believe 
1 need not, to a Perſon of your Underſtanding, ſay any 
Thing as to the Uſefulneſs of ſuch Enquiries, Con- 
:C!ence will anſwer them in a few Minutes; but if you 
ink them too large and particular, you may make a 
il ſhorter Abſtract for daily Uſe, and reſerve theſe, 
wich ſuch. obvious Alteration as will then be neceſſary, 


ler Seafons of more than ordinary Exactneſs in Review. 


hich, I hope will occur at leaſt, once a Week. Secret 
Devotion being thus performed, before Drowſinefs ren- 
ver us unfit for it, the Interval between that and our 
going to Reft muſt be conducted by the Rules men- 


:12ned under the next Head, And nothing will farther 


main to be conſtdered here, but 


924. 


(j) Gal. ii. 20. 


With what Attention and Improvement 


| 
| 
| 


190 We ſhould lie down with a proper Temper. Ch. 19. 


F. 24. (2.) Tus Sentiments with which we ſhould 
lie down and compoſe ourſelves 2 Seeg. Now here it 
is obviouſly ſuitable to think of the Divine Goodneſs, 
in adding another Day, and the Merci f it to the for. 
mer Days and Mercies of our Life; to take Notice of 
the Ind ulgence of Providence, in giving us commodious 
Habitations and eaſy Beds, and continuing to os ſuch 
Health of Body, that we can lay ourſelves down at Eaſe 
upon them, and ſuch Serenity of Mind as leaves us any 
Room to hope for refreſhing Sleep: A Refreſhment to 
be ſought, not merely as an Indulgence to Animal Na- 
ture, bur as what our wife Creator, in order to keep us 
humble in the Midft of ſo many Infirmities, has been 
plecſed to make neceyjary to eur being able to purſue His 
Service with renewed Alacrity. Thus may our fleeping, 
as well as our waking Hours, be in ſome Senſe devoted io 
Gop. And when we are juſt going to reſign ourſelves to 
the Image of Death, (to what one of the Ancients beauti- 
fully calls 77s leer Myfterzes,) it is alſo evidently proper 
to think ſerionfly of that End of all the Living, and to 
renew thoſe Actings of Repentance and Faith, ' which 
we ſhould judge neceſſary, if we were to wake no more 
here. You have once, Sir, feen a Meditation of that Kind 
in my Hand, I will tranſcribe it for you in the 2%. 
feript ; and therefore ſhall add no more to this Head, 
hut here put a Cloſe to the Directions you defired. 

5. 25. I am perſuaded the moſt important of them 
Have, in one Form or anotker, been long regarded by 
you, and made governing Maxims of your Life. 1 
mall greatly rejoice, if the Reyiew of theſe, and the Ex- 
amination and Trial of the reſt, may be the Means of 
leading you into more intimate Communion with Gov, 
and fo of rendering your Life more pleaſant and uſeful, 
and your Eternity, whenever that is to commence, more 

lorious. There is not a Human Creature upon Earth, 
whom I ſhould not delight to ſerve in theſe important 
Intereſts ; but I can faithfully aſſure you, that I am, 
with particular Reſpect, | 


Dear Sir, | 
Your very affectionate Friend and Servant. 


$. 26. 
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Ch. 19. A View of Death, at the Cloſe of the Day. 191 

F. 26. Tuts Reader, with the Alteration of a very few 
Words, is the Letter I wrote to a worthy Friend, (now 
| doubt not with Gop, ) about Sixizen Tears ago: And 
bean aſſuredly ſay, that the Experience of each of theſe 
cars has confirmed me in theſe Views, and eſtabliſhed 
ne in the Perſuaſion, ** that one Day thus ſpent is pre- 
ferable to whole Years of Senſuality, and the Neglect 
of Religion,” I choſe to inſert the Letter as it is, be- 
cauſe I thought the Freedom and Particularity of the 
Advice Thad given in it, would appear moſt natural in 
its original Form; and as I propoſe. to enforce theſe Ad- 
vices in the next Chapter, I ſhall conclude this with 
at Meditation, which I promiſed my Friend as a Poſt- 
/cript ; and which I could with you, to make ſo familiar 
0 yourſelf, as that you might be able to recolle@ the 
Subſtance of it, whenever you compoſe yourſelf to Sleep. 


4 Jerioas VIEW or DEATH, proper to be taken as ws 
lie down on our Beds. | 


6c H my Soul, look forward: a little with Seriouſ- 

„ neſs and Attention, and learn Wiſdom by the 
© Confideration of thy latter End (n). Another of thy 
mortal Days is now numbered and finiſhed ; And as [ 
have put off my Clothes, and laid myſelf upon my 
Bed, for the Repoſe of the Night; ſo will the Day 


of Life, quickly come to its Period, ſo muſt the Body 


itſelf be put off, and laid to its Repoſe in a Bed of 


Dot. There let it reſt; for it will be no more re- 


garded by me, than the Clothes which I have now 
laid aſide, I have another far more important Con- 
«+ cern to attend. Think, Oh my Soul, when Death 
comes, thou art to enter upon the Eternal Warld, and 
to be fixed either in Heaven or in Hell, All the 
Schemes and Cares, the Hopes and Fears, the Plea- 
'© ſures and Sorrows of Life, will come to their Period, 
© and the World of Spirits will open upon thee. And 
Ob, Head /o0u may it open! Perhaps 3 the retur u- 
„ing Sun bring on the Light of another Day. To- mor- 

| « row's 


(n) Deut. xxii, 294 


i 
| 
| 
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«6 


row's Sun may not enlighten mine Eyes, but only 
nine round a /en/e/e/s Corpſe, which may lie in the 
Place of this animated Body. At leaſt the Death of 
many in the Flower of their Age, and many who 
were ſuperior to me in Capacity, Piety, and the Pro- 
ſpecis of Uſefulneſs, may loudly warn me not to de- 
pend on a Jong Life. and engage me rather to wonder 
that J am continued here fo many Years, than to be 
ſurprized if J am ſpeedily removed. 

And now, Oh my Soul, anſwer as in the Sight of 
Gop; Art theu ready ? Art thou ready? Is there no 
Sin unforſaken, and ſo unrepented of, to 61 me with 
Anguith in my departing Moments, and to make me 
tremble on the Brink of Eternity ? Dread to reniain 
under the Guilt of it, and this Moment renew thy 
mot earneſt Applications to the Mercy of Gop, and 
the Blood of a Redeemer, for Deliverance from it. 


* But if the great Account be already adjuſted, if 


thou haſt cordially repented of thy numerous Of- 
tences, if thou haſt ſincerely committed thyſelf by 
Faith into the Hands of the Bleſſed JI £s us, and haſt 


not renounced Thy Covenant with Him, by return- - 


ing to the allowed Practice of Sin, then fart not at 
the Thoughts of a Separation : It is not in the Power 
of Death to hurt a Soul devoted to Gop, and united 
to the great Redeemer. It may take from me my 


worldly Comforts; it may diſconcert and break my 


Schemes for Service on Earth: But, Oh my Soul, 
diviner Entertainments, and nobler Services wait thee 
beyond the Grave. For ever blefled be the-Name oi 
GoD and the Love of JES usS, for thele quieting, 
encouraging, joyful Views! IT will now lay me down 
in Peace, and fleep (o), free from the Fears of what 
ſhall be the Iſſue of this Nighs, whether Life or 
Death may be appointed for me. Father, into 111: 
Hand I commend my Spirit (p); for Thou haft redeen'd 
me, O GOD of Truth (q), and therefore I can chcar- 
fully refer it to Thy Choice, whether I ſhall! wake 
in this World, or another.” | 


(0) Plal, iv. 8, ([p) Luke xxl. 46. (4d) Pal, xxxi. 5. 
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CHAP. xX. 


A ſerious Perſuaſive to ſuch a Method of 
ſpending our Days as is repreſented in the 
tormer Chapter. 


2 


\ 


"riſtians fix their Views too low, and indulge tos indolent 


« D:/pofation, which makes it more neceſſary to urge ſuch a 
ee, as that under Conſideration. 9. 1, 2. It is therefore 
;n/orced, (1.) From its being apparently Reaſonable, con- 
Adering ourſelves as the Creatures of GOD, and as re- 
Jeemed by the Bluod of Chriſt, F. 3. (2.) From its evident” 
Tendency to conduce to our Comfort in Life. F. 4. (3:) 
{rom the Influence it will have to promote our Uſefulneſs 
to others. F. 5. (4+) From its Efficacy to make Aflictions 
.'chter. F. 6. (5.) From its happy Ajpett on Death : F. 7. 
And, (6.) On Eternity. $. 8. Whereas not to defire Im- 
provement auould argue a Soul deſtituie of Religion. F. . 
Prayer, ſuited to the State of a Soul, who longs io attain 
ile Life recommended above. 


T7 1 HAVE been aſſigning, in the preceding Chap- 


rer, what 1 fear will ſeem to ſome of my Readers 


{0 hard a Taſk, that they will want Courage to attempt 
i; and indeed it is a Life in many Reſpects ſo far above 
that of the Generality of Chriſtians, that J am not with- 
gut Apprehenſions, that many, who deſerve the Name, 
may think the Directions, after all the Precautions with 
wich | have propoſed them, axe carried to an unneceſſary 


Uegree of Nicety and Strictneſs. But I am perſuaded, 
nyc of the Credit and Comfort of Chriſtianity is loft, 
in Conſequence of its Profeſſors fixing their Aims too 
nd not conceiving of their high and holy Calling 
i 15 cevated and ſublime a View as the Nature of Re- 
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194 The Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Life, Chap. 20. 
ligien would require, and the Word of Gop would direct. 
I am fully convinced, that the Expreflions of walking 
with G O D, of being in the Fear of the Lord all tbe Day 
long (a), and above all, that of Towing the Lord our G 0B 
ab] all our Heart, and Scul, and Mind, and Strength (b), 
muſt require, if not all theſe Circumſtances, yet he 
Sub/tance of all that J have been recommending, ſo far 
as we have Capacity, Leiſure, and Opportunity: And 
I cannot but think, that many might command more 
of the latter, and-perhaps improve their Capacities too, 
if they would take a due Care in the Government of 
themſelves; if they would give up vain and unneceſſary 
Diverfions, and certain Indulgences, which only ſuit 
and delight the lower Part of our Nature, and (to ſay 
the beſt of them) deprive us of Pleaſures much better 
than themſelves, if they do not plunge us into Guilt. 
Many of thefe Rules would appear en racticable, if 
Men would learn to know the Value of T ime, and par- 
ticularly. to redeem it from unneceſſary Sleep, which 
waites-many golden Hours of the Day: Hours in which 
many of Goy's Servants are delighting themſelves in 
Him, and drinking in full Draughts of the Water of 
Life; while theſe their Brethren are lumbering upon 
their Beds, and loſt in vain Dreams, as far befow the 
common Entertainments of a Rational Creature, as the 
Pleaſures of the ſublimeſt Devotion are above them. 

§. 2. I know likewiſe, that the Mind is very fickle | 
and inconſtant; and that it is a hard Thing to preſerve 
ſuch a Government and Authority over our Thoughts, 
as would be very defirable, and as the Plan I have laid 
down will require. But ſo much of the Honour oi 
Gov, and ſo much of our own true Happineſs, depends 


| 
| 
tentive Hearing while I am pleading 'with you, and } 


upon it, that I beg you will give me a patient and at- 
that you will ſeriouſly examine the Arguments, and 0 
then judge, whether a Care and Conduct like that which 4 
I nave adviſed, be not in itſelf reaſonable; and whether 1 
it will not be highly conducive to your Comfort and y 
Uſcfulneſs in Lite, your Peace in Death, and the Ad- py 
vancement and Increaſe of your Eternal Glory. R 
6. 3. LeT £ 


(a) Prov. xxili. 27. (b) Mark xiii, 30. 


Ch. 20. from our Obligations ts G OD and Chriſt. 195, 


. $. 3. Lar Conſcience ſay, whether ſuch a Life, as IL 
2 have deſcribed above, be not 2 itſelf highly Reaſonable. 
3 Look over the Subſtance of it again, and bring it under. 
Dy” 1 cloſe Examination; for I am very apprehenſive, that 
), ſome weak Obje&ions may riſe againſt che aubole, which 
he may in their Conſequence, affect Particulars, againſt 
ar Which no reaſonable Man would preſume to make any 
d Objection at all. Recollect, O Chriſtian, and carry it 
re with you in your Memory and your Heart, while you 
o, are purſuing this Review, that you are the Creature of 
of G19, that you are purchaſed with the Blood of Igsus; 
ry and then ſay, Whether theſe Relations in which you 
it ſtand, do nat demand all that Application and Reſolution 
ay which I would engage you to. bined all the Counſels 
er ] have given, reduced into Practice: Suppoſe every Day 
E begun and concluded with ſuch devout Breathings af- 
if ter Gov, and ſuch holy Retirements for Morning and 
r- Evening Converſe with Him and with your own Heart: 
ch Suppoſe a daily Care, in contriving how your Time 
ch may be managed, and in reflecting how it has been 
in employed: Suppoſe this Regard to Gop, this Senſe of 
of his Preſence, and Zeal for his Glory, to run thro? your. 
on Acts of Worſhip, your Hours of Buſineſs. and Recrea- 
he tion: Suppoſe this Attention to Providence, this Guard 
the agaluſt Temptations, this Dependance upon Divine 
Iufluence, this Government of the Thoughts in Soli- 
kle tude, and of the Diſcourſes in Company: Nay, Iwill add 
rve farther, ſuppoſe every particular Direction given, to be 
its, purſued, excepting when particular Caſes occur, with 
aid rc{pe& to which you ſhall be able in Conſcience to ſay, 
" Of „wave it, not from Indolence and. Careleſſneſs, but 
nds ** becauſe I think it will be juſt now more pleaſing to 
at- Gop to be doing ſomething elſe;“ which may often 
and happen in Human Life, where general. Rules are. beſt. 
and concerted  Suppole, I ſay, all this to be done, not for 
ich a Day, er a Week, but thro' the Remainder of Life, 
her wacther longer or ſhorter; and ſuppoſe this to be re- 
and viewed at the Cloſe of Life, in the full Exerciſe of your 
\d- rational Faculties: Will there be Reaſon. to ſay in the 
Reflection, “ [ have, taken too much. Pains in Religion: 
JET le Author of my Being did not deſerve all this 


z me: Leſs Diligence, leſs Fidelity, leſs 2 
6 than 
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* than this, might have been an Equivalent for the 


„Blood which was ſhed for my Redemption. A Part of 


% my Heart, a Part of my Time, a Part of my Labours, 
„ might have ſuſficed for Him, who hath given me all 
*© my Powers; for Him, who hath delivered me from 
* that Deſtruction, which would have made them my 
«« everlaſting Torment; for Him, who is raiſing me to 
the Regions of a bliſsful Immortality.” nn vou 
with any Face ſay this? If you cannot, then ſurely your 
Conſcience bears Witneſs, that all I have recommended, 
under the Limitations above, is reaſonable; that Duty 
and Gratitude require it ; and conſequently, that by 
every allowed Failure in it, you bring Guilt upon your 
own Soul, you offend Gon, and act unworthy your 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. | 

F 4. I IN TREAT you farther to conſider, Whether 
ſuch a Conduct as I have now been recommending, would 
not conduce much to your Comfort and Uſrfulneſs in Life. 
Reflect ſeriouſly, What is true Happineſs ? Does it con- 
fiſt in Diſtance from Gon, or in Nearnefs to Him ? 
Svrely you cannot be a Chriſtian, ſurely you cannot be 
a Rational Man, if you doubt, whether Communicn with 
the great Father of our Spirits be a Pleaſure and Feli- 
city: And if it be, then ſurely they enjoy moſt of it, who 
keep him moſt conflantly in View, You cannot but 
know in your own Conſcience, that it 1s this which 
makes the Happineſs of Heaven ; and therefore the more 
of it any Man enjoys upon Earth, the more of 'Heaven 
comes down into his Soul. If you have made any Trial 
of Religion, tho' it be but a few Mbnths er Werks 
fince you firſt became acquainted with it, you muſt be 
ſome Judge of it upon your own Experience, which 
have been the moſt pleaſant Days of your Life. Hare 
they not been thoſe, in which you have ated moſt upon 
theſe Principles; thoſe in which you have moſt ffeadil) 
end reſolutely carried them thro” every Hour of Time, 
and every Circumſtance of Life? The: Check which 
you muſt in many Inſtances give to your own Inclina- 


tions, might ſeem diſagreeable; but it would ſurely be 


overbalanced in a moſt happy Manner, hy the Satis- 
faction you would find in a Conſciouſneſs vf Self- Go: 
vernment; in having ſuch a Command of your Thoughts, 
Affections, and Actions, as is much more gloridus than 
any Authority over others can be. $. 5.4 


195 It will conduce to your Comfort in Life. Chap. 20. 


aw mes ot a. 


Chap. 20. and help to make you uſeful to others. 197 
F. 5.  wouLD alfo intreat you to confider he Inffu- 
nc, which ſuch a Conduct as this might have 2 the 
Happineſs of others, And it is eaſy to be ſeen, it muſt be 
very great; as you would find your Heart always diſ- 
poſed to watch every Opportunity of doing Good, and 
to ſeize it with Eagerneſs and Delight. It would engage 
you to make it the Study and Buſineſs of your Life, to 
order Things in ſuch a Manner, that te End of one 
lind and uſeful A#ion might be the Beginning bf another ; 
in which you would go on as naturally, as the inferior 
Animals do in thoſe Productions and Adtions by which 
Mankind: are relieved or inriched ; or as the Earth bears 
her ſucceſſive Crops of different vegetable Supplies. And 
tho' Mankind be, in this corrupt State, ſo unhappily in- 
clined to imitate evil Examples rather than good; yet it 
may be expected, that while your Light ſhines before Men, 
ſome /eeing your good Works will endeavour to tranſcribe 
them in their own Lives, and ſo to glorify your Father 
evhich 1s in Heaven (c). The Charm of ſuch beautiful 
Models would ſurely impreſs ſome, and incline them at 
leaſt to attempt an Imitation ; and every Attempt would 
diſpoſe to another. And thus, thro” the Divine Good - 
n{s, you might be entitled to a Share in the Praiſe, and 
the Reward, not only of the Good you had immediately 
done yourſelf, but Ikewiſ of that which you had en- 
raged others to do. And no Eye, but that of an all- 
ſcarching God, can ſee, into what diftant Times or 
Places the blefled Conſequences may reach. In every 
!1{tapce of which theſe Conſequences appear, it will put a 
generous aud ſublime Joy into your Heart, which no 
worldly Proſperity could afford, and which would be ths 
iivcheſt Emblem of that high Delight which the Bleſſæd 
Gp feels, in ſeeing and making his Creatures happy. 
9. 6. Ir is true indeed, that amidſt all thoſe piovs 
aud benevolent Cares, Afi:4:ens may come, and in ſome 
Mc:ſure interrupt you in the Midit of your grajected 
Schemes. But ſure 2% Afiidtions ail! ft much lighter, 
wacn your Heart is gladdened with the peaceful and joy- 
ſul Rellection of your own Mind, and.with ſo honour- 
able a Teſtimony of Conſcience before Gop and Man. 
Delightfukwill it be, to 3 to paſt Scenes in your 


pleabing | 


(e Matt, v. 16. 
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198 Such a Life will ſieeten ¶ Hlictiont, Chap. 20. 


leafing Review, and to think, that you have not only 
en ſincerely humbling yourſelves for thoſe paſt Offen- 
ces, which Afflictions may bring to your Remembrance; 
but that you have given ſubſtantial Proofs of the Sin- 
cerity of that Humiliation, by a real Reformation of 


what has been amiſs, and by acting with ſtrenuous and 
vigorous Reſolution on the contrary Principle. And 


while Converſe with. Gop, and doing Good to Men, 
are made the great Buſineſs and Pleaſure of Life, you 
will find a "Thouſand Opportunities of Enjoy ment; 
even in the Midft of theſe AMiftions, which would 
render you ſo incapable of reliſhing the Pleaſures of 
Sente, that the very Mention of them might in thoſe 
Circamftances ſeem an Inſult and a Reproach. 

$. 7. AT length, Death auill come: That ſolemn and 
important Hour, which hath been paſſed through by ſo 


many Thouſands who have in the main lived ſuch a Life, 


and by ſo many Millions who have neglected it. And 
let Conſcience ſay, if there was ever any one of theſe 
Millions, who had ten any Reaſon. to rejoice in that 
Neglect; or any one, among the moſt ſtrièt and exem- 
plary CHriſti aus, who hen lamented that bis Her t and 
Life had been too zealouſly devoted to Gop? Let Con- 
ſcience ſay, whether they have wiſhed to have a Part of 
that Time, which they have thus employed, given back 
to them again, that they might be more conformed 10 this 
Herld; that they might plunge themſelves deeper into 
its Amuſements, or purſue its Honours, its Poſſeſſions, 
or its Pleaſures, with greater Eagerneſs than they had 
done? If you were yourſelf dying, and a dear Friend or 
Child ſtood near you, and this Book and the lafl Chap- 
ter of it ſhould chance to come into your Thoughts, 
would you caution that Friend or Child againſt conduct- 
ing himſelf by ſuch Rules as I have advanced? The 
acſtion may perhaps ſeem unneceſtary, where the An- 
ſver is ſo plain and ſo certain. Well then, let me be- 
ſeech you to learn how you ball lime, by reflecting S 


you would die, ard what Courſe you would wiſh to Iook 
back upon, when you are juſt quitting this World, 
and entering upon another. Think ſeriouſly ; what if 
Death ſhould ſurprize you on a ſudden, and you hou! 
| Nags? at an Hour's or a Minite' 

Warning, 


be called into 


— 


d 


Chap. 20: make Death cnjy, and Eternity glorious. 1090 
Warning, would you not with that your laſt Day ſhould. 


nave been thus begun; and the Courſe of it, if it were 
2 Day of Health and Activity, ſhould have been thus 
managed? Would not you wiſh that your Lord ſhould 


find you engaged in ſuch Thoughts and in ſuch Pur-, 


fuits? Would not the Paſſage, the Flight from Earth to 
Heaven, be mot caſy, moſt pleaſant, 1 in this View and 


Connection? And on the other Hand, if Death ſhould 


7 Ver yout fo. 40 (e) . 


make more gradual Approaches, would not the Remem- 
brance of ſach a pious, holy, humble, diligent, and uſe- 


fal Life, make @ dying Bed much ſofter and eaſier; thaw 


it would otherwiſe be? You would not die, depending 
upon theſe Things: Go» forbid, that you thould! Sen- 
{ible of your many Imperfections, you would, no doubt, 
deſire to throw yourſelf at the Feet of Chrift, that you 
might appear before Gov, adorned abith his Righicou/- 


555 and waſhed from your Sins in his Bleod. You would 
al io with your dying Breath aſcribe to the Riches of his 


Grace every Good Diſpoſition you had found in your 


[[eart, and every worthy Action you had been enabled 


% perform. But would it not give you a Delight worthy 


of being purchaſed with Ten Thouſand Worlds to re- 


i-&, that his Grace beſtonved upon you had not been in 
ain (d); but that you had, from an humble Principle 
of grateful Love, g/orifiecd your Heavenly Father on 

Farih, and in fome Degree, "tho? not with the Perfec- 
on you could defire, fexifbed the Hork avhich be had 

1 

n1it Years as on the Rirdura of Heaven, and endeavacr- 
ing to form your Heart and Life to the Temper and 
W of its Inhabircants ? 


5. 8. Ax d once more, let me intreat you to reflect 


v1 the Fiew you will have « tis Aller, when you 
1 into a Werld of Glory, if (which [ hope will be the 
* Caſe) Divine Mercy conduct you thither. Will 

: your Reception there be affeted by your Care, or 


egligence, in this Holy Courſe ? Will it appear an in- 
«erent Thing in the Nye of the Bleſſed Fejis, who diſ- 


hates the Crowns s, and allots the Thrones there, whe- 
you have been among ihe mo/? zealous, Or ihe 
„ole Rt of his Servants ; Surely you muſt with, to have 


K. 2 an 


(d) 1 Cor, xv. 10. | (e) John * 
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280 A Prayer ſuited to the State of a Soul, Chap. 28. 
an Entrance adminiſtered unto you abundantly, imo the 
Kingdom of year Lord and Sawiour (f) And what can 
more certainly conduce to it, than to be always abound- 
ing in his Work (g)? You cannot think fo meanly of that 
glorious State, as to imagine, that you ſhall there look 
round about with a ſecret Diſappointment, and ſay in 
your Heart, that you over-valued the Inheritance you 
have received, and purſued it with too much Earneſtneſs. 
You will not ſurely complain, that it had too many of 
your Thoughts and Cares: But on the contrary, you 
have the higheſt Reaſon to believe, that if any Thing 
were capable of exciting your Indignation and your 
Grief there, it would be, that amidſt ſo many Motives, 
and ſo many Advantages, you exerted yourſelf no more 
in the Proſecution of ſuch a Prize, | 

F. 9. Bur I will not enlarge on ſo clear a Cafe, and 
therefore conclude the Chapter with reminding you, 
That to allow yourſelf deliberately to fit down ſatisficd 
with any imperfe&t Attainments in Religion, and to 
look upon a more confirmed and improved State of i: 4s 
what yon do not Cefire, nay, as what you ſecretly re- 
ſolve that you will not purſue, is one of the moſt fata! 
Signs we can well imagine, that you are an entire 
Stranger to the firſt Principles of it. 


A PRAYER /uited to the State rf a Soul, who defires to 


attain ihe Lift recommended above. 


LESSED Gov, I cannot contradict the Force 
of theſe Reaſonings : Oh that I may feel more 
„than ever the laſting Effects of them! Thou art the 
« great Fountain of Being, and of Happineſs; and as 
« from Thee, my Being was derived, ſo from Thee my 
„Haine directly flows; and the nearer I am to 
Thee, the purer and the more delicious is the Stream. 
« With Thee is the Fountain of Life; in Thy Light may 
« I fee Light (h)“ The great Object of my final Hope 
« is to dwell for ever with Thee. Give me new {me 
« Foretafte of that Delight! Give me, I beſeech 7 hoe, - 
« to experience he Bleffedneſs of that Man who GH 1 

* the Lord, and who delighteth greatly in his Comme n 

mens; 


2 Pet. i. 17. (g) 1 Cor. xv. 38. (h) Pſal, Xxx H. 9: ( 
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Chap. 20. hg wou!dattain to ſuchaCour/e f Life. 20 


«« ments (i); and ſo form my Heart by Thy Grace, that 
I may 4e in the Fear of the Lord all the Day long (k)! 
„o Thee may my awatcnring Thoughts be directed; 
and with the firit Ray of Light that viſits wine open- 
ing Eyes, lift up, O Lerd, the Light of Thy Caunte- 


ance upon me (1)! When my. Faculties are roufed 


* ried, and as it were annihilated, in Sleep, may my 
' firſt Actions be conſecrated to Thee, O Gop, who 
giveſt me Light; who giveſt me, as it were, every 
Morning a new Life and a new Reaſon? Enable y 
* Heart to pour owt isſelf before T hee, with a filial Reve- 
rence, Freedom and Endearment! And may I bearten 
% GOD, as 1 deſire that he ſhould bearten unto me / 
May Thy Word be read with Attention and Pleaſure ! 
May my Soul be delivered into the Mold of it, and 
may I Hide i in mine Heart, that I may net fin again/t 
ber (m) Animated by the great Motives there ſug - 
rented, may I ewery Morning be renewing the Dedion- 
ion of myje!f to Thee, thro” Jeſus Thy beloved Son; 
and be deriving from Him ve Supplies of that BY /- 
* /ed Spirit of Thine, whoſe Influences are the Life of 
my Soul! | 

+ And being thus prepared, do Thou, Lord, lead me 
*© th by the Hand zo all the Duties and Events of the 
Day! Inthat Calling, wherein Thou haſt been pleaſed 
to call me, may I abide with -thee (u); at being 
** fothful in Buſineſs ; but fervent” in Spirit, ſerving the 

Lord (o) ] May I know the Value of Time, and al- 
ways improve it to the beſt Advantage, in ſuch Du- 
ties as thou haſt aſſigned me; how low ſoever they 
may ſeem, or how painful ſoever they may be! To 
Thy Glory, O Lord, may the Labours of Life be 
purſued; and to Thy Glory may the Refreflunents 
of it be ſought! I/hether I eat, or driak, or whatever 


$5 


Ide (p), may that End ſtill be kept in View. and 
may it be attained! And may every Refreſhment, 
und Releaſe from Buſineſs, prepare me to ſerve Thee 
wich greater Vigour and Reſolution! | 
K % May 
(+) fal. exii. x. (K) Prov, xxiii. 17. (1) Pſal. iv. 6. 
(1) fz. cxix. 11. (0% Ger, i. 20. () Rom. Xii 11» 
4% 1 Cor. &. 31. | 


from that broken State, in which they lay, while bu- 
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May mine Eye be watchful to obſerve the Deſcent if 
Mercies from Thee; and may a grateful Senſe of 
Thine Hand in them add a Savour and a Reliſh to all! 
And when Afii#inns come, which in a World like this 
would accuſtom myſelf to expect, may I remember 
that they ceme from Thee; and may that fully recon- 
cile me to them, while I firmly believe, that the ſame 
Love which gives us our daily Bread, appoints us 
eur doily Crefjes; which I would learn to ae vp, 
that I may hl) my dear Lord (q), with a Temper 
like that which he manifeſted, >, 6 aſcending Cal. 
wary for my Sake; faying like Him, Se Cup awhich 
my Father hath given me, fhall J not drink it (r)? 
And when Jener into Temptation, do Thou, Lord, 
delicver me from Faul (s)] Make me ſenſible, I intreat 
Thee, of my own Weakneſs, that my Heart may bs 
raiſed to Thee for preſent Communications of pro- 
portionable Strength! When lam engaged in the So- 
ciety of others, may it be my Defire and my Care, that 
may do, and receive, as much Good as poſſible; 


and may I continually anſwer the great Purpoſes of 


Life, by honouring Thee, and diffufing uſeful Know- 
ledge and Happineſs in the World! And when I am 


alone, may I'remember my Heavenly Father is with me; 
and may I enjoy the Pleaſure of Thy Preſence, and fee! 


the animating Power of it, awakening my Soul to at 


_ earneft Defire to think, and act, as in Thy Sight! 


Thus let my Days be ſpent And let them always /: 
claſed in Thy Fear, and under a Senſe of Thy gract- 
ous Preſence ! Meet me, O Lord, in mine Evening 
R-(irements ! May I chuſe the moſt proper Time for 
them ; may [diligently attend to Reading and Prayer; 
and when I review my Conduct, may I do it with 
an impartial Eye! Let not Self-love fpread a falis 
Colouring over it; but may I judge myſelf, as one that 
expects to be judged of ibe Lord, and is very ſolici. 
tous he may be approved by Thee, who /earcbe/t all 
Hearts, and why net forget any of my Works (t) Let 
my Prayer come daily before Thee as Incenſe, and let the 


Uifting up of my Flands be as the Morning and ihe Even 
F | | 66 ing 
(q) Mark viii. 34. (i) Jobn zviii, 11. (s) Ma t. vi. 13. 


(t) Ames vill, 7. 
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(u) Pſal. exll. 2» 
| () Luke xvii. 19, 


ing Sacrifice (u) May I reſign my Powers to Sleep 
in ſweet Calmneſs and Serenity; conſcious that 1 
have lived to Gop in the Day, and chearfully per- 


„ ſanded that I am accepted of Thee in Chrift faſus my 
Lord, and humbly hoping in Thy Mercy thro' Him, 


whether my Days on Earth be prolonged, or ihe Re- 


| /edue of them be cut off in the Midf (x) ? If Death comes 
by a leiſurely Advance, may it find me thus em- 
 plozed ; and if I am called on a ſudden to exchange 


Worlds, may my laſt Days and Hours be found to 
have been conducted by ſuch Maxims as theſe; that 
1 may have a ſweet and eaſy Paſſage from the Ser- 
vices of Time to the infinitely nobler Services of an 
immortal State! I aſk it r Him, who while on 
Farth was the faireſt Pattern and Example of every 
Virtue and Grace, and who now lives and reigns with 
Thee, able to ſave unto the uttermoſ# (y): To him 
having done all J would fly, with th Acknow- 


 Iedgment that I am an unproſitable Servant (2)5 to 
Ain ve Glory for ever and ever. Amen.” | | 


(*) ai, ae 10. . of ä V: bs 5 
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A Caution againſt various Temptations, by 
which the young Convert may be drawn 
alide from the Courſe recommended above. 


| Dangers continue, after the fit Difficulties (conſidered 
Cuba. xvi.) are broken thro'. H. 1. Particular Cautions, 


{1.) Again a fuggiſb and indolent Temper, F&. 2. (2.) 
Againſt the exceffive Love of ſenfitive Pleaſure, F. 3. 
Eading to a Neglect of Buſineſt and needleſs Expence. F. 4. 
(3.) Again the Snares of wain Company. F. 5. (4.) 
Againſt exceffive Hurries of worldly Buſineſs; F. 6. 
evhich is inforced by the fatal Conſequences theſe have 

bad in many Caſes. J. 7, The Chapter concludes =with 
an Exbortation 1 die is this World, and live to ano- 

; gher: F. 8. And the young Convert's Prayer for Di- 
vine Protection againſt the Dangers ariſing frem 140 
Snarts : 


Ry E Repreſentation I have been making of 

the Pleaſure and Advantage of a Life ſpent 
in Devotednefs to a and Communion with Him, as 
1 have deſcribed it above, will I;hope engage you, my 
dear Reader, to form ſome Purpoſes, and make ſome 
Attempt to obtain it. But from confidering the Nature, 
and obſerving the Courſe of Things, it appears exceed- 
ingly evident, that beſides the general Oppoſition which 
J formerly mentioned as like to attend you in your firtt 
Entrance on a Religious Life, you will find even after 
you have reſolutely broke thro? this, à Yariey of Hin- 
drances in any Attempts of Exemplary Piety, and in the 
Proſecution of a remarkably ſtrict and edifying Courſe, 


will preſent themſelves daily in your Path, And whereas 
i 9 vou 
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Chap. 21. againſt a ſluggiſß and indelent Temper. 205 


you may by afew reſolute Efforts, baffle ſome of the 
former Sort of Enemies; theſe will be perpetually re- 
newing their Onſets, and a vigorous Struggle muſt be 
continually maintained with them. Give me Leave now 
therefore, to be particular in my Caution againſt n 
of the chief ef them. And here ] would inſiſt upon e 
D/ficulties, which will ariſe from Indolence and the Lowe 
Pleaſure, from vain Company, and from worldly Cares, 
Hach of theſe may prove inſnaring to any, and eſpecially 
to young Perſons, to whom I would now have fome par- 
ticular Regard. 

$. 2. I trnTREAT you therefore, in the firſt Place, that 
you will guard againſt a /uggi/o and indolent Temper. 
The love of Eaſe infinuates itſelf into the Heart, under 
2 Variety of plauſible Pretences, which are often allowed 
to paſs, when Temptations of a groſſer Nature would nor 
be admxted, The miſpending a little Tine ſeems to wiſe 
aud good Men Aut a /mail Matter; yet this fometimes- 
runs them into great Inconveniencies. It often leads them 
to break in upon the Seaſons regularly allotted to Devo- 
tion, and to defer Buſineſs, which might immediately be 
done, but being put off from Day to Day is not done at 
all; and thereby the Services of Lite are at leaſt diminiſh- 
ed, and the Rewards of Eternity diminiſhed proportions 
avly : Not to inſiſt upon it, that very frequently this lays 
the Soul open to farther Temptations,. by which it falls 
i Conſequence of being found unemployed. Be there- 
tore ſuſpicious. of the firſt Approaches of this Kind. Re- 
member, that.the Soul of Man is an active Being, and 
wat it muſt find its Pleaſure in Activity. Gird up there- 
the Loins of your Mind (a). Endeavour to keep your- 
elf always well employed. Be exact, if I may with hum- 
».c Reverence uſe the Expreſſion, in your 4ppointments 
% D. Meet him early in the Morning; and fay not 
with the Sluggard, when the proper Hour of riſing is 
come, A lrtile more Sleep, a little more Slumber (b). 
Dat Time cuhich Prudence ſhall adviſe you, give to 
Converſation, and to other Recreations. But when that 
gapſed, and no unforeſeen and important Engagement 
preſents, riſe and be gone. Quit the Company of your 
ware Friends, and retere to your gireper Buſineſs, wie- 

K | 
(a) 1 Pet. ks 13, 5 (b) Prov. vie 10. 
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20 Cautions againſt the Love of Pleaſure, Chap. 21. 
ther it be in the Field, the Shop, or the Cloſet. For by 
acting contrary to the ſecret Dictates of your Mind, as 
to what it is juſt at the preſent Moment beſt to do, tho“ 
it be but in the Manner of pending Half an Hour, ſome 
Degree of Guilt is contracted, and a Habit is cheriſhed, 
which may draw after it much worſe Conſequences. 
Conſider therefore, what Duties are to be difpatched, 
and in what Seaſons. - Form your Plan as prudently as 
you can, and purſue 1t reſolutely ; unleſs any unexpeQ- 
ed Incident ariſes, which leads you to conclude, that 
Duty calls you another Way. Allowances for ſuch un- 
thought of Interruption muſt he made; but if in Con- 
ſequence of this, you are obliged to omit any Thing of 
Importance which you propoſed to have done to Day, 
do .it if poſſible To-Morrow: And do not cut yourſelf 
out new Work, till the former Plan be diſpatehed; un- 
leis you really judge it, not merely more amuſing, but 
more important. And always remember, that a Servar: 
of Chrift ſhould fre to it, that he determine on theſe 
Occaſions, as :# hig Maſter's Preſence | 
$. 3. Guard alſo againſt ax excefive Lowe of ſenſi 
tive and animal Pleaſure, as that which will be a great 
Hindrance to you in that Religious Comfe, which I have 
now been urging. You cannot but know that Chri/ 
has told. us, t a Man muſt deny himſelf, and take ug 
his Cre/s daily, if he deſire to r his Diſciple (c]. 
Rist the Son of Gon, the Former and the Heir of alt 
Things, pleafcd net himſelf (d]; bat ſubmitted to Want, 
to Difficulties, and Hardſhips, in the Way of Duty, and 
ſome of them of the extreameſt Kind and Degree, for 
| the Glory of Gop and the Salvation of Men, la this 
Way we are to follow bim; and as we know not how ſoon 
we may be called, even th reſft unto Blond, friving againſt 
Sia (e), it is certainly beſt to accuſtom ourfelves to that 
Diſcipline, which we may poſſibly be called out to exer- 
ciſe, even in {ach rigorous Heights. A ſoft and deli- 
cate Life will give force to Temptations, which might 
eaſily be ſubdued by one, who has hamtvated Hhimſelt 
to endure Hara as a prod Soldier of Feſas Chi (H). 
It alſo produces an Attachment to this World, and an 
a a, a 88 FE Unwit- 
( Luke x. 23, (d, Rom. xv, 3. (le) Heb, N. 4 
(f) a Tim B74. oo n | 
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Unwillingneſs to leave it; which ill becomes thoſe who 
are Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth, and who expect ſo 


ſoon to be called away to hat better Country which they 


profeſs to ſeek (k). Add to this, that what the World 
calls a Life of Pleaſure, is neceſſarily a Life of Expence 
too, and may perhaps lead you, as it has done many 
others, and Legally many who have been ſetting out 
in the World, beyond the Limits which Providence has 
aſſigned; and ſo after a ſhort Courſe of Indulgence, may” 

roduce proportionable Want. And while in other Caſes: 
it is true, that Pity Sula be ſbeaun to the Poor, this is a 
Poverty, that is juſtly contemptible, becauſe it is the Effect 
of a Man's own Folly ; and when your Want thus comes 


p02 you as an armed Man (h), you-will not only find your- 


{elf tripped of the Capacity you might otherwiſe have 


ſecured for performing thoſe Works of Charity which are 
fo ornamental to a Chriſtian Profeſſion, but probably wilt 
be under ſtrong Temptations to ſome lowArtihce or mean 
Compliance, quite beneath the Chriſtian Character, and 
that of an upright Man. Many who once made a high 
Prozeſhon, after a Series of ſuch. ſorny and ſcandalous 
Shifts, have fallen into the Infamy 1 and of 
the avor/? Kind of Bankrupts; I mean ſuch as have laviſh- 
ed away on- themſelves what was indeed the Property 


of others, and fo have injured, and perhaps ruined, the - 


induſtrious, to feed a fooliſh, luxurious, or oſtentatious 
Hamour, which while indulged was the Shame: of their 
own Families, and when it can be indulged no longer is 
their Torment, This will be a terrible Reproach to 
Religion: Such a Reproach to it, that a good Man: 
would rather chuſe to live on Bread and Water, or in- 
deed to die for Want of them, than to occaſion it. 

©. 4. GUARD: therefore, I beſeech you, againſt any” 
ning which might tend that Way, eſpecially by Dili- 
vence in Pafineſe, and by Prudence and Frugaluy in Ex-- 
hence, which by the Divine Bleſſing, may have a very. 
happy Influence to make your Affairs proſperous, your 
iTealth vigorous, and your Mind eaſy. Bu. this cannot 
oc attained without keeping a reſolute Watch over your- 
zelt, apd ttrenuouſlyrefuſing to complywith many»-Props- 


us, which Indolence er Senſuality will offer in very plau- 


-- 
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208 Cautiens agmnft the Snares e Company, Ch. 21. 
fible Forms, and for which it will plead, that it aſcs 
but very little.” Take heed, leſt in this Reſpe& you 
imitate thoſe fond Parents, who by indulging their 
Children in every little Thing they have a Mind to, 
encourage them by inſenfible Degrees to grow ſtill 
more incroaching, and imperious in their Demands; as 
if they choſe to be ruined avirh them, rather than to check 
them in what ſeems a Trifle. Remember, and confider 
that excellent Remark, ſealed by the Rnin of ſo many 
"Thouſands ; He that deſpiſeth /mall Things ſhall fall 
„ by little and little.“ 55 

$. 5. In this View, give me Leave alſo ſeriouſly and 
tenderly to caution you, my dear Reader, againſt rhe 
Snares of vain Company. I ſpeak not, as before, of that 
Company, which is openly licentious and profane. +1 
hope, there is ſomething now in your Temper and Views, 
which would engape you to turn away from ſuch with 
Deteſtation and Horror, But I beſeech you to confider, 
that thoſe Companions may be very dangerous, who 


might at firſt pive you but very little Alarm : I mean 


thoſe, who thohnot the declared Enemies of Religion, 
and profeſſed Followers of Vice and Diſorder, yet never- 
theleſs have no practical Senfe of Divine Things on 
their Hearts, ſo far as can be judged by their Conver- 
ſation and Behaviour. You muſt often of Neceflity be 
with ſuch Perſons, and Chriſtianity not only allows, 
but requires, that you ſhould, on all expedient Ocea- 
ſions of Intercourſe with them, treat them with Civility 
and Reſpe&: But chuſe not ſuch for your meft intimale 
Friends, and do not contrive to ſpend moſt of your leiſure 
Moments among them. For ſuch Converſe has a ſen- 
ſible Tendency to alienate the Soul from Gop, and to 
render it unfit for all Spiritual Communion with him. 
To convince you of this, do but reflect on your own Ex- 
perience, when you have becn for many Hours together 
among Perſons of ſuch a Character. Do you not find 
yourſelf more indiſpoſed for Devotional Exerciſes ? Do 
you not find your Heart, by inſenſible Degrees, more 
and more inclined to a Conformity to this World, and 
to look with a ſecret Diſreliſh on thoſe Objects and Em- 
ployments, to which Reaſon directs as the nobleſt and 
the beſt ? Obſerve the firſt Symptoms, and guard againſt 
the Snare in Time: And for this Purpoſe, * to 

| arm 
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form Friendſhips, founded in Piety, and ſupported by it. 
Be a Companion of them that fear G OD, and of them that 
Keep his Precepts'(1). You well know, that in the Sight 


of Gop they are the Excellent of the Earth ; lot them there- | 


fore be all your Delight (k). And that the peculiar Benefit 
of their Friendſhip may not be loſt, endeavour to make 
the beſt of the Hours you ſpend with them. The wiſeſt 
of Men has obſerved, that when Ceunſel in the Heart of” 
a Man is like deep Waters ; that is, when it lies low and 
_ concealed, a Man of Underfanding will draw it aut (I). 
Endeavour therefore on fuch Occaſions, ſo far as you 
can do ut with Decency, and Convenience, to give the 
Converſation a Religious Turn. And when ſerious 
and uſeful Subjects are ſtarted in your Preſence, lay hold 
of them, and cultivate them; and for that Purpoſe It 
ihe Mord of Chrift dwell richly in you (m), and be not 
continually made the Man of year Caumſel (n). 

F. 6, Ir it be fo, it will ſecure you, not only from the 
Snares of Idleneſs and Luxury, but from the Contagion of 
every bad Example. And it will alſo engage you to guard 
againſt thoſe exceſſive Hurries of worldly Bufine/s, which 
would fill up all your Time and Thoughts, and thereby 
choke the good Word of Gor, end render it in a great 
Meaſure, if not quite, unfruitful (o). Young People are 
generally of an enterprizing Dupoſition : Having experi- 
enced comparatively little of the Fatigue of Buſineſs, and 
of the Diſappointments and Incumbrances of Lite, they 
eatly ſwallow them up, and annihilate them in their Ima- 
ination, and fancy that their Spirit, their Application 
and Addreſs, will be able to encounter and ſurmount every 
')bſtacle of Hindrance. But the Event proves it other- 
wile, Let me intreat you therefore, to be cautious, how- 
you plunge yourſelf into a greater Variety of Buſineſs than 
you are capable of managing as you ought, that is, in 
Confiftency with the Care of your Souls, and the Service 
of Gop ; which certainly ought not on any Pretence to. 
be neglected. It is true indeed, that a pradent Regard 


ts your worldly Intereft would require ſuch a Caution; as 


it is obvious to every careful Obſerver, that Multitudes. 
are undone, by graſping at more than they can conveni- 
ently manage. Hence it has frequently been ſeen, that 

(i) Pſal. cxix, 63. (k) Pſal. zvi. 3. (1) Prev. xx. 5. 
ra) Col, ii. 10. (u) Plal, cxix, 24+ (o) Matt. xii, 22+ 


4210 + The Polly of reſolving ts be rich, Chap. 27. 
while they have ſeemed re/olved 10 be rich, they have 
pierted themſelves thro” with many Sorrows (p), have 
ruined their own Families, and drawn down many others 
into Deſolation with them. Whereas, could they have 
been contented with moderate Employments and mode - 
rate Gains, they might have proſpered in their Buſineſs, 
and might by ſure Degrees, under a Divine Blefling, have 
advanced to great and honourable Increaſe. But if there 
were ne Danger at all to be apprehended on this Head, 
if you were as. certain of becoming rich and great, as 
you are of perplexing and fatig uing yourſelf in the At- 
tempt, conſider I beſeech you, how precarious theſe 
Enjoyments are. Confider, how often a plentiſul Table 
becomes a Shart, and that which fold Bau, been for a 
Man's Welfare, becomes a Trap (q). Forget not that 
ſnort Leſſon, which is ſo com prehenſive of the highefi 
Wiſdom; One Thing is needful (r). Be daily thinking, 
while the gay and the great Fhings, of Lite are glitter- 
ing before your Eyes, how ſoon Death will come, and 
impoveriſh you at once; how ſoon it willbſtrip you of all 
Poſſeſſions, but thoſe which a naked Soul can carry 
along with it into Eternity, when it drops the Body in 
the Grave. ETENNITYI ET EANITTI. ETerniTY! 
Carry. the View of it about with you, if it be poſſible, 
thro? every Hour of waking Life; and be fully per- 
ſuaded, that you have no Buſineſs, no Intereſt in Life, 
that is inconſiſtent with it: For whatſoever would be 
injurious to this View, is act your Buſineſs, is not your In 
tere. You ſec indeed, that the Generality of Men act 
as if they thought the great Thing which Gan»required 
of them, in order to ſecure his Favour, was 7g get as 
much of the Werld as poſſible; at leaſt, as much as they | 
can without any groſs Immorality, and without ri 
quing the Lois of all, for making a little Addition. 
And as if it were to abet this Deſign, they tell others, 
and perhaps tell themſelves, they only ſeck Opportuni- 
ties of greater U/efulngſs. But in Effect, if they mean 
any Thing more by this, than a Capacity of Ulctul- 
neſs, which, when they have it, ec ail not exert, they. 
generally deceive themſelyes; and one Way or another, 
It is a vain Pretence. In moſt Iuſtances, Me {ek the 

| | 3 | World, 

fp) 1 Ti. vi. 10. (4) Pal, Ixix, 22. (7) LIE A. 42. 
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Chap. 21. and the fatal Conſequence of it. 21 | 
World, either that they may hoard up Riches; for os 
the mean and ſcandalous Satisfaction of looking 4 
upon them while they are living, and of thinking, 4 
that when they are dead it will be ſaid of them, that 
they have left /o many Hundreds or Thouſands of | Pounds 
behind them; very probably, to inſnare their Children, 
or their Heirs, (for the Vanity is not peculiar to thoſe 
Who have Children of their own::)—-——DOr- elſe, that 
they may laviſh away their Riches on their Luſts, and 
drown themſelves in a Gulph of Senſuality, in which, 
if Reaſon be not loſt, Religion is ſoon ſwallowed up; 
and with it all the nobleſt Pleaſures: which can enter 
into the Heart of Man. In this View, the Generality 
of Rich People appear to me Objects of much greater 
Compaſſion than the Poor: Eſpecially as when r liwe 
(which is frequently the Caſe) wizhout any Fear of G O D 
beſore their Eyes, the Rich abuſe the greater Variety 
and Abnndance of his Favours, and therefore will pro- 
bably feel, in.that World of future Ruin which awaits 
impenitent Sinners, a more exquiſite Senſe of their 
Miſery 37 1) XK 8 

$. 7. Ax b. let me obſerve to you, my dear Reader, 
gelt you ſhould think yourfelf ſecure from any ſuch Dan- 
ger, that we have great Reafon to apprehend, there are 
many now in a very wretched State, who once thought 
ſerioufly of Religion, when they were firſt ee in 
lower Circumſtances of Iäſe; but they have ſince for- 
iaken Gop for Mammon, and are now priding themſelves, 
in thoſe golden Chains, which in all Probability, before 
it be long, will leave them to remain in 7 of Darkne/c, 
hey therefore an Attachment to the World may be fol- 
tryed with ſuch fatal Conſequences, iet not thine Heart 
c::0p Sinners (5) ; and do not, out of a Deſire of gainin 
what they have, be guilty of ſuch Folly as to expoſe 
yourſelf to this double Danger of farling in the At- 
not, or of being undone by the Succeſs of it. Contract 
;our Deſires; endeavour to be eaſy and content with a 
'ittle; And if Providence call you out to act in a larger 
Sphere, ſubmit to it in Obedience to Providence, but 
number it among the Trials of Life, which it will re- 
quite a larger Proportion of Grace to bear well, For be 
«ured, that as Affairs and Intereſts multiply, Cares and 

| | Duties 
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Duties will certainly mereaſe, and probably Diſappoint- 
ments and Sorrows will increaſe in an equal Proportion. 

&. 8. On the whole, Lears by Divine Grace zo die to 
the prefant Horls'; to look upon it as a low State of Be- 
ing, Which Gop never intended for the final and com- 
pleat Happineſs, or the ſupream Care of any one of his 


Children: A World, where ſomething is indeed to be 


enjoyed, but chiefly from Himſelf; where a great deal is 
to be borne with Patience and Reſignation; and where 
ſome important Dunes are to be performed, and.a Cour/e 
of Diſcipline to be payed thro*, by which you are to be 
formed for a better State; to which as a Chriſtian you 


are near, and to which Gop will call you, perhaps on a 


ſudden, but undoubtedly, if you hold on your Way, in 
the fitteſt Time and the moſt convenient Manner. Refer 
therefore all this to Him. Let your Hopes and Fears, 
your Expectations and Defires, with Regard to this 
World, be kept as low as poſſible; and all your Thoughts 
be united, as much as may be, in this one Center, What 
it is, that Gop wauld, in preſent Circumſtances, have 
you to be; and what is that Method of Condudt, by 
which you may moſt effectually pleaſe and glorify him! 


The young Canwert s PRAYER for Divine Protection, 
| againſt the Danger of ibeſe Snares. 


* FI LESSED GOD! In the Midſt of Ten Thou- 
* ſand Snares and Dangers, which ſurround me 
«+ from without and from within, permit me to look up 
&« unto Thee with my humble Intreaty, that Thou 
« wouldit deliver me from them that riſe up againſt me 
« (t), and that Thine Eyes may be upon me for Good (u)“ 
„When Sloth and Indolence are ready to ſeize me, 
„ awaken me from that Idle Pream, with lively and 
, affectionate Views of that inviſible and eternal World, 
« to which I am tending ! Remind me of what infinite 
«© Importance it is, that I diligently improve thoſe 
% tranſient Moments, which Thou hatt allotted to me 
« as the Time of my Preparation for it! 
«6 When Sinners entice me, may I not conſent (>) / 
« May holy Converſe with Gon give me a Niſreliſh for 
8 the 
{t) Pal, Iix. . (u) Jer. xxix. 6. (K] Prove i, 20. 


Chap, 21. 4 Prayer 10 be kept from theſe Snares. 213 
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* 


the Converſe of thoſe who are Strangers to Thee, 
and who would ſeparate. my Soul from Thee ! May I 
honour them that fear the Lord (y), and walking with 
ſuch wwi/e and holy Men, may I find I am daily ad- 
vancing in Wiſdom and Holineſs (z)! Puicken me, O 
Lord, by their Means; that by me Thou mayeſt alfo 


* quicken others! Make me the happy Inſtrument of 


inkindling and animating the Flame of Divine Love 
in their 2 and may it catch from Heart to 
Heart, and grow every Moment in its Progreſs ! 

Guard me, O Lord, frem the Lowe of /enſual Plea- 
/ure! May ] ſeriouſly remember, that zo be carnally 
minded is Death (a) ! May it pleaſe Thee therefore, 
to purify and refine my Soul by the Influence of Thine 
Holy Spirit, that I may always ſhun unlawful Grati- 
fications, more ſolicitouſly than others purſue them; 
and that thoſe Indulgences of animal Nature, which 
Thou haſt allowed, and which the Conſtitution of 
Things render neceſſary, may be ſeberly and mode- 
rately uſed ! May I ſtill remember the ſuperior Dig- 
nity of my Spiritual and Intelligent Nature, and may 
the Pleaſures of the Man and the Chriſtian be ſought 
as my nobleſt Happineſs! May my Soul rife on the 
Wings of holy Contemplation, to the Regions of In- 
viſible Glory; and may I be endeavouring to form 
myſelf, under the Influences of Divine Grace, for the 
Entertainments of thoſe Angelic Spirits, that live in 
Thy Preſence in à happy Iucapaciiy of thoſe groſs De- 
lights, by which Spirits dwelling in Fleſh are ſo often 


inſnared, and in which they ſo often loſe the Memory 


of their high Original, and of thoſe noble Hopes 
which alone are proportionable to it! 

«© Give me, O Lord, to tnow the Station in which 
Thou haſt fixed me, and fteadily to purſue the Du- 
ties of it! But deliver me from thoſe exceive Cares of 
is World, which would ſo engroſs my Time and my 
Thoughts, that tbe one Thing needful ſhould be for- 
gotten | May my Deſires after worldly Poileflions be 


* moderated, by conſidering their uncertain and unſatiſ- 


fing Nature; and while others are /aying up Treaſures 


£46 on 


de) Rom, viii. 6. 


42) Prov. xili. 20. 
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on Earth, may I be rich rewards GOD (b)? May I 


never be to H to attend to thoſe great Affairs, which 


lie between Thee and my Soul; never be ſo engroſſed 
with the Concerns of Time, as to neglect the Intereſt; 
of Eternity! May I paſs thro' Earth with my Heart 
and Hopes fet upon Heaven, and fee} the attractive 
Influence ſtronger and” Rronger, as I approach ſtill 
nearer and nearer to that deſirable Center; till he 
happy Moment come, when every earthly Object ſhall 
dilappear from my View, and the ſhining Glories 
of the Heavenly World ſhall fill my improved and 
firengthened Sight, which ſhall then be cheared with 
that would now overwhelm me! Amen.” 


oy 


(b) Luke zi #7, 
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CH AP.” K 
The Caſe of Spiritual Decay and Languor 
in Religion. | 


Declenſiont in Religion, and Relapſes into Sins, avith their 
Serrowful Conſequences, are in the general tos probable. 
$. 1. The Caſe'sf Declenſſun and Langour in Religion 
deſcribed, megatively; &. 2. and pofutively; F. 3. 
as diſcovering itſelf, (I.) By a Failure in the Duties 
of the Clojet. F. 4. (2.) By a Meglect of Social Vor- 
ſhip. F. 5. 13.) By Want of Lowe to our Fellow- 

 Chriflians. F. 6. (4.) By an undue Attachment to ſen- 
Jual Pleaſures, or ſeculur Cares. F. 7. (F.) By Pre- 
judices ag aint ſome important Principles in Religion 
$. 8. A Symptom peculiarly ſad and dangerous. J. 9, 
10. Directions for Recovery, F. 11. immediately to 
be purſued. F. 12. J Prayer for one under Spiritual 


ecays. 


5. 9 F I am fo happy as to prevail upon you in the 

Exhortations and Cautions I have given, you 
will probably go on with Pleaſure and Comfort in Re- 
ligion z and your Path will generally be lite the Morning 
Licht, which fhineth more and more until the gert Day 
(a). Yet I dare not flatter myſelf with an ExpeQation 
of ſuch Succeſs, as ſhall carry you above thoſe Varieties 
in Temper, Conduct, and State, which have been more 
or leſs the Complaint of the beſt of Men. Much do l 
tear, that how warmly ſoever your Heart may now be 
inprefſed with the Repreſentation I have been making, 
tho? the great Objects bf your Faith and Hope con- 
tinue unchangeable, your Temper towards them will 
be changed, Much do I fear, that you will feel 4 — 


(a) Prov, iv. 18. 


216 Spiritual Decay will diſcover itfelſ, Chap. 22. 
Mind languiſb and tire in the good Ways of Gop ; nay, 
that you may be prevailed upon te take ſome Step out 
of them, and may haus fall a Prey to ſome of thoſe Temp- 
tations, which you now look upon with a holy Scorn. 
The probable Conſequence of this will be, that Goo 
will Hide his Face from you; that he will ſtretch forth 
his aſflicting Hand againſt you; and that you ftill will 
ſee your ſorrowful Moments, how chearfully ſoever you 
may now be re7oicing in the Lord, and jeying in the GOD 
of your Salvation (b). I hope therefore, it may be of 
tome Service, if this too probable Event ſhould happen, 
to conſider theſe Caſes a little more particularly: And 
1 heartily pray, that Go would make what I hall ſay 
concerning them, the Means of reſtoring, comforting, 
and ſtrengthening your Soul, if he ever ſuffers you in 
any Degree to deviate from him. 
$. 2, We willy confider the Caſe of Spiritual De- 
clen/fons, and Langour in Religion. And here I defire, 
that, before I proceed any farther, you would obſerve, 
that I do not comprehend under this Head every Ahate- 
ment of that Feryour, which a young Convert may find 
when he firſt becomes, experimentally acquainted. with 
Divine Things. Our Natures are ſo framed, that the 
Novelty of Objects ſtrikes them in ſomething of a pe- 
culiar Be Not to urge, how much more eaſily our 
Paſſions are impreſſed in the earlier Years of Life; than 
when we are more advanced in the Journey of it. This, 
perhaps, is not ſufficiently conſidered. Too great a 
Stre/s is commonly laid on the Flow of 4ffjeftions ; and 
for Want of this a Chriſtian who is ripened in Grace, 
and greatly advanced in his Preparation for Glory, may 
ſometimes be ready to lament imaginary rather than 
real Decays, and to ſay, without any juſt Foundation, 
Oh that it auere with me n5.in Months paſt (c) ! Therefote, 
vou can hardly be too frequently told, that Religion con- 
i&s chiefly, ** in the Rut, of the Will for GOD, 
and in @ con/iant Care to avoid whatever we ars per- 
ſuaded he would difapprove, to diſpatch the Work 
« He has afligned us in Life, and to promote his Glory 
% in. the Happineſs of Mankind.” To this we are 
chiefly to attend, looking in all to the Simplicity and 
| P urity 
(b) Heb. iii. 18. (e) Jobxxix, 2. 
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ada Remifſne/s in theſe various Ditits, to which we 


Purity of thoſe Motives from which we act, which we 
{now ate chiefly regarded by that GOD who e, 
„ie Heart; humbling themſelves before him at the ſame 
Time undet a Senſe of our many Imperfections, and fly- 
ing to the Blood of Chi and the Grace of the Goſpel. 

5. 3. Havinc given this Precaution, I will tow a 
little more particularly deſcribe the Caſe, which 1 call 
the Srate of a Chriſtian who is derlihing in Religion; ſo far 
as it does not fall in with thoſe, which I ſhall conſider 
in the following Chapters. And I muft obſerve, that it 
chiefly conſiſts * in a Frgeifulne/s of Divine Objects, 


© ſtand engaged by hat ſolemn Surrender, which we have 
«© made of ourſelves to the Service of Goy.” There 
will be a Variety of Symptoms, according to the dif- 
ferent Circumſtances and Relations in which the Chriſ- 
tian is placed; but ſome will be of a more univerſal 
ind. It will be peculiarly proper to touch on theſe; 
and ſo much the rather, as theſe Declepſions are often 
11:6/orved, like the grey Hairs which were aßon Ephraim, 
when be #newv it not (d). | 
i. 4. SHOULD you, my goed Reader, fall into this 
State, it will probably firſt diſcover itſelf, by a Failure 
in the Duties of the Claſet. Not that I fuppoſe, they 
will at firſt, or certainly conclude, that they will at all, 
be whotly omitted: But they will be run over in a cold 
and formal Manner. Sloth, or ſome of thoſe other 
214705 which I cautioned you againſt in the former Chap- 
ter, will fo far prevail upon you, that tho? perhaps you 
now and recollect, that h proper Sea/on of Retirement 
15 come, you will ſometimes indulge yourſelf upon your 
/1-{in the Morning, ſometimes in Conver/ation or Baſineſi 
in the Evening, ſo as not to have convenient Time for 
it. Or perhaps, when you come into your Cloſet at 
tat Seaſon, ſome favourite Book you are deſirous to 
rand, ſome Correfpondence that you chufe to carry on, 
or ſome other Amuſement will preſent itſelf, and plead 
to be difpatched firſt, This will probably take up more 
Time than you imagined ; and then ſecret Prayer will 
be hurried over, and perhaps reading the Scripture quite 
neviifted, You will plead perhaps, that it is but for 
| once « 

(d) Hoſ. vii. g. : 
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once But the ſame Allowance will be made a ſecond and 
a third Time; and it will grow more eaſy and familiar 


to you each Time, than 1t was the laſt. And thus 


G OD will be mocked, and your own Soul will be de- 
frauded of 7s /piritual Meals, if | may be allowed the 
Expreſſion; the Word of Gop will be lighted, and 
Self. Examination quite diſuſed ; and ſecret Prayer it- 
ſelf will grow a Burthen, rather than a Delight; a tri- 
fling Ceremony, rather than a devout Homage fit for the 
Acceftance of our Father who is in Heaven. 

$. 5. Ir immediate and reſolute Meaſures be net 
taken for your Recovery from theſe Declenſions, they 
will ſpread farther, and reach the 42s of feciel Worſhip. 
You will feel the EffeR in your Families, and in Publick 
Ordinances, And if you do nat feel it, the Symptoms 
will be /o much the worſe. Wandering Thoughts will 
(as it were) eat out the very Heart of ki 
is not, I believe, the Privilege of the moſt eminent 
Chriſtians, to be entirely free from them: But probably 
in theſe Circumſtances, you will find but few Intervals 
of ſtrict Attention, or of any Thing which wears the 
Appearance of inward Devotion. And when theſe 
heartleſs Duties are concluded, there will ſcarce be a 
Reflection made, how little Gop hath been enjoyed in 
them, how little he hath been honoured by them. Per- 
haps the Sacrament of the Lord*s Suffer, being ſo ad- 
mirably adapted to fix the Attention of the Soul, aud 
to excite its warmeſt Exerciſe of holy Affections, may be 
the laſt Ordinance in which ib Declenſions will be Fell, 
And yet, who can ſay, that the Sacred Table is a pri- 
vileged Place? Having been unneceſſarily 1 in 
your Preparations, you will attend with leſs Fixedneſs 
and Enlargement of Heart than uſual. And perhaps à 
Diſſatis faction in the Review, when there has been a 
remarkable Alienation or Inſenſibility of Mind, may 
occation a Diſpoſition to for/ate your Place and your 
Duty there. And when your Spiritual Enemies have 
once gained this Point upon you, it is probable you will 
fall by ſwifter Degrees than ever, and your Reſiſtance 
to their Attempts will grow weaker and weaker. 
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F. 6. Wu x your Lowe to GOD our Father, and to 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift fails, your Fervour of Chriſtian 
Affection to your Brethren in Chri will proportionably. 
decline, and. your Concern for Ulefulneſs in Life abate; 
eſpecially, where any Thing is to be done for Spiritual 
Edification. You will find one Excuſe or another, for 
the Neglect of Religious Diſcourſe, perhaps not only 
zmong Neighbours and Chriſtian Friends, when very 
convenient Opportunities offer ; but even with Regard 
to thoſe, who are Members of your own Families, and 
to thoſe, who, if you are fixed in the ſuperior Relations 
of Life, are committed to your Care. 1 

6. 7. Wita this Remiſſneſs, an Attachment, either 
ts ſen ſual Pleaſure, or to worldly Bufine/s, will increaſe, 
For the Soul muſt have ſomething to employ it, and 
ſomething to delight itſelf in: And as it turns to one or 
the other of theſe, Temptations of one Sort or another 
i preſent themſelves. In ſome Inſtances, perhaps the 
ſtricteſt Bounds of Temperance, and the regular Ap. 
pointments of Life may be broken in upon thro' a Fond- 
»/; for Company, and the Entertainments which often 
attend it. Jn other Inſtances, the Intereſtis of Life ap- 
pearing preater than they did before, and taking up 
more of the Mind, contrary Intereſts of other Perſons 
may throw you into Diſquietude, or plunge you in De- 
gate and Contention, in which it is extremely difficult to 
preſerve, either the Serenity, or the Innocency of the 
Soul. And perhaps, if Miniſters and other Chriſtian 

ends obſerve this, and endeavour in a plain and faith- 
Way to reduce you from your Wandering, a fal/e De- 
{icacy of Mind, often contracted in ſuch a State as this, 
will render theſe Attempts extremely diſagreeable. The 
(Ter of the Soul (if | may be allowed the Expreſſion,) 
will not bear being touched, when 1t moſt needs it; and 
one of the moſt generous and felf-denying Inſtances of 
Chriftian Friendſhip ſhall be turned into an Occaſion of 
Coldnefs and Diftaſte, yea, perhaps, of Enmity. 

{. 8, Ans poflibly, to ſum up all, this difordered 
State of Mind may lead you into ſome Prejudices again/f 
hase very Principles, which might be ,, efectual for 
* Recovery And your great Enemy may ſucceed {9 
ia his Attempts againſt you, as to perſuade you, that 

| you 
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220 Preſudites will be formed in the Mind. Chap. 22. 
you have loſt nothing in Religion, when you have al. 
moſt loft all. He may very probably lead you to con- 
clude, that your former Devotional Frames were me: « 
Fits of Enthufiaſm ; and that the holy Regularity of 
your Walk before Gon, was an unneceſſary Striftnefs and 
Scrupoloſity. Nay, you may think it a great Improve- 
ment in Underſtanding, that you have learnt ffom form: 
new Maſters, that if a Man treat his Fellow Creaturc« 
with Humanity and Gobd-Natars, Jjuilging and rewiling 
only thoſe who would diſturb others by the Narrowne/: 
ef their Notions, (for theſe are generally exempted from 
other Objects of the moſt univerſal and diſintereſted Be. 
_ nevolence ſo often boaſted of,) he muſt neceſſarily be in 
a very good State, tho? he pretend not to converſe much 
with Gop, provided that he think reſpe&fully of him, 
and do not provoke him by any groſs Immoralities. 
J. 9. I MexTION hit in the /aff Stage of Religions 
Declenfions, becauſe I apprehend that to be its proper 
Place; and I fear, it will be found by Experience to 
ſtand upor: the very Confines of that groſs Apoſtacy into 
deliberate and preſumptuous Sin, which will claim our 
Conſidefation under the next Head: And becauſe too, 
it is that Symptom, which moſt effectnally tends to pre- 
vent the Succeſs, and even the Uſe of any proper Re- 
miedies, in Conſequence of a fond and fatal Apprehen- 
fion, that they are needleſs: It is, if I may borrow the 
Simile, like thoſe Fits of Lethargick Drowfineſs, which 
often precede Apoplexies and Death. . 
$. 10. IT is by no means my Deſign at this Time to 
reckon up, much leſs to conſider at large thoſe danper- 
ous Principles, which are now ready to poſſeſs the Mind, 
and to lay the Foundation of a falſe andtreacherous Peace. 
Indeed they are in diflerent Inftances various, and ſome- 
times run into oppoſite Extreams. But if Gop awaken 
you to read your Bible avith Attention, and give you to feel 
the Spirit with which it is written, almoſt every Page 
will flaſh in Conviction upon the Mind, and ſpread a 
Light to ſcatter and diſperſe theſe Shades of Darkneſs, 
F. 11, War I chiefly intend in this Addreſs, is to 
engage you, if poſſible, as ſoon as you perceive he /-/? 
Symptoms of theſe Declenſions, to be upon your Guard, 
and to endeavour as ſpeedily as poſſible to recover your- 
| ſelf 
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elf from them. And I would remind you, that the 
Remedy maſt begin, where the firſt Cauſe or Complaint 
prevailed, I mean, in the Cher, Take lome Time for 
Becollection, and afk your own Conſcience ſeriouſly, 
How Matters ftand between the Bleſſed Gop, and your 
Soul? Whether they are as they once were, and as you 
could wiſh them to be, if you ſaw your Life juſt draw- 
ing to a Period, and were to paſs immediately into the 
Eternal State? One ſerious Thought of Eternity ſhames 
a Thouſand vain Excuſes, with which, in the Forget- 
falneſs of it, we are ready to delude our own Souls. 
And when you feel that ſecret Miſgiving of Heart, 
which will naturally ariſe on this Occafion, do not en- 
deavour to palliate the Matter, and to find out flight 
and artful Coverings, for what you cannot forbear ſe- 
cretly condemning ; but honeftly fall under the Con- 
viction, and be humbled for it. Pour out your Heart 
before Gop, and ſ:ek the renewed Influences of His 
Spirit and Grace, Return with more Exactneſs to ſe- 
cret Devotion, and to Self-Examination. Read the 
Scripture with yet greater Diligence, and eſpecially the 
more Devotional and Spiritual Parts of it. Labour to 
oround it in your Heart, and to feel, what you have 
crfon to believe the Sacred. Penmen felt when they 
wrote, ſo far as Circumſtances may agree. Open your 
Soul with all Simplicity, to every Leſſon which the 
Word of Gop would teach you; and guard againit thoſe 
Things, which you perceive to alienate your Mind from 


. Toward Religion, tho? there be nothing criminal in the 


Things themiſelves. They may perheps in the general 
be aan; to ſome poſſibly they may be expedient ; but 
it they produce ſuch an Effect as was mentioned above, 
it is certain they are vet convenient for you. In theſe 
(:rcumitances, above all ſeek the Converſe of thoſe 
{.l:rtitians, whoſe. Progreſs in Religion ſeems moſt re- 


mikable, and who adorn their Proſeſſion in the moſt 
amtiable Manner. Labour to obtain their Temper agg 
0 


, cent tments, and lay open your Caſe and your Heart 


-.. 


n, with all the Fiezdom @hich Prudence will per- 
Employ vourſelf at Seaſons of Leiſure, in read- 
rocticahand Devotional Books, in which the Mind 
il Heart of the pious Author is transfuſed into the 
: EET Work, 
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Work, and 1n which you can (as it were) taſte the ge- 


nuine Spirit of Chriſtiunity. And to conclude, Take the 


firſt Opportunity that preſents, of making an Approach 
to the Table of the Lord, and ſpare neither Time, nor 
Pains, in the moſt ſerions Preparation for it. There 
renew your Covenant with Gop; put your Soul anew 


into the Hand of CHRIST, and endeavour to view the 


Wonders of his dying Love, in ſuch a Manner as may 
rekindle the languiſhing Flame, and quicken you to 
more vigorou3;Reſolutions than ever, zo live gunto Him 
evho died for you (e). And watch over your own Heart, 
that the good Impreſſions you then feel, may continue. 
Reſt not, till you have obtained as confirmed a State in 
Religion, as you ever knew, Reſt not, till you have 
made a greater Progreſs than before: For it is certain, 
more is yet behind; and it is only by a Zeal to go for- 
wards, that you can be ſecure from the Danger of go- 
ing backward, and revolting more and more. 8 

F. 12, I ONLY add, that it is neceſſary to take theſe 
Precautions as /oon as peffible; or you will probably find 
a much ſwifter Progreſs than you are aware in thedown- 
hill Road; and you may poſſibly be Lf of GOD, to 
fall into ſome groſs and aggravated Sin, fo as to fill your 
Conſcience with an Agony and Horror, which the Pain 
of broken Bones (f) can but imperfectly. ex preſs. 


A PRAYER for one under Spiritual Decayt. 
$6 EK. ER NAL and Unchangeable Jenovan! Thy 


% Perſections and Glories are like Thy Being, 


« immutable. JES vs Thy Son is the ſame Yeſterday, 
« To Day, and for ever (g). The Eternal World to 
« which I am haſtening, is always equally important, 
« and preſſes upon the attentive Mind for a more fixed 
«© and ſolemn Regard, in Proportion to the Degree in 
« which it comes nearer and nearer, But alas, my 
« Views, and my Affections, and my beſt Reſolutions 
« are continually varying, like this poor Body, which 
«© goes thro” daily and hourly Alterations in its State 
« and Circumſtances. Whence, O Lord, whence this 
« {ad Change which I now' experience, in the Frame 
and Temper of my Mind towards Thee? Whence 


« this 
(e) 2 Cor. v. 15. (f) Pfal. li, 8. (6) Heb. xtii, 8, 


at as a a. a a. my a. OY Py » — _ 
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64 


Reflection. 


this Alienation of my Soul from Thee? Why can I 
not come to Thee with all the Endearments of filial 
Love, as I once could? Why is thy Service fo re- 
miſsly attended, if attended at all ? And why are the 


| Exerciſes of it, which were once my greateſt Pleaſure, 
become a Burthen to me? Where, O Gop, i the 


Bl:/i:ansſs I once jpake of (h), when my Joy in Thee 


as my Heavenly Father, was ſo conſpicuous, that 


Strangers might have obſerved it; and when my 
Heart did ſo overflow with Love to thee, and with 


* Zeal for Thy Service, that is was Matter of Self- 


Denial to me, to limit and reſtrain the genuine Ex- 
preſſions of thoſe ſtrong Emotions of my Soul, even 


where Prudence and Duty required it? 


„ Alas, Lord, <v4:ither am 1 fallen! Thine Eye ſees 


me ſtill; but oh how unitke what it once ſaw me! 


Cold and inſenſible as Il an, I muſt bluſh on the 
Thou /ec/# me in ſecret (i), and ſeeſt 
me, perhaps, often amuſing myſelf with Trifles, in 


*© thoſe Seaſons, which J uſed ſolemnly to devote to 
Tine immediate Service. Thou ſeeſt me, coming 
into Thy Preſence as by Conſtraint; and when I am 


before Thee, ſo ſtraitened in my Spirit, that I hardly 


know what to {ay to Thee, tho? Thou art the Gos 


** 2vith when ¶ have ts do; and tho? the — up an 
h 


humble and dutifu! Correſpondence with Thee, is 


beyond all Compariſon the moſt important Buſineſs 


of my Life. And even when Jam ſpeaking to Thee, 
* with how much Coldneſs and Formality is it? It is 


perhaps the Work of the Imagination, the Labour 
of the Lips: But where are thoſe ardent Defires, 


thoſe intenſe Breathings after Gop, which I once 


felt? Where is that pleaſing Repoſe in Thee, which 
| was once conſcious of, as being near my Divine 


Reft, as being happy in that Nearneſs, and-reſolving 
that if poſſibſe I would no more be removed from it? 


But oh, how far am I now removed? When theſe 


mort Devotions, if they may be called Devotions 
Y. oy , 


are over Rin what long Intervals do I forget Thee, 


and appear ſo little animated with thy Love, ſo little 


devoted to Thy Service, that a Stranger might con- 
8 „ “ verſe 
(h) Gal. iv. 15, („i) Matt, vi, 6. 


— 
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cre 


verſe with me a conſiderable Time, without knowing 
that I had ever formed any Acquaintance with Thee, 
without diſcovering that I had ſo much as known or 
heard any Thing of Gop ?--— Thou calleft me to 
Thine Houſe, O Lord, on Thine own Day; but how 
heartleſs are my Services here ? I offer Thee no more 


than a Carcaſe. My Thoughts and Affections are 


engroſſed with other Objects, while I drawv near The; 
auith my Mouth, and hutour Thee «with my Lips (k).— 
Thou calleſt me to Thy Table; but my Heart is fo 
frozen, that it hardly melt< even at the Foot of the 
Croſs ; hardly feels any Efficacy in the Blood of Jeſus 
Oh wretched Creature that I am! Unworthy ef be- 
ing called 'Thine! Unworthy of a Place among Thy 


Children, or of the meaneſt Sitvation in Thy Fami- 


ly; rather worthy to be caſt out, to he forſaken, 
yea, to be utterly deftroyed ! ob 

5 Is this, Lord, the Servide which I once promiſed, 
and which Thou haſt ſo many Thouſand Reaſons to 
expect? Are theſe the Returns I am making, for Thy 
daily providential Care, for the Sacrifice of Thy Son, 
for the Communications of Thy Spirit, for the Pardon 
of my numberleſs aggravated Sins, for the Hopes, 
the undeſerved, and fo often forfeited Hopes, of Eter- 
nal Glory? Lord, I am aſhamed to ſtand, or to 
kneel before Thee. But pity me, I beſeech Thee, 
and help me: For I am a pitiable Object indeed! 


My Soul cleaweth unto the Duſt, and lays itſelf as in 


the Duſt before Thee; but Oh, guicken me, according 
to hy Werd (1)! Let me trifle no longer, for I am 
upon the Brink of a Precipice! I am thinking of my 
Ways, Oh give me Grace to turn my Feet wnto thy 
Teftimonies; to make haſte without any farther Delay, 
that I may 4eep thy Commandments (m) ! Search me, 
Oh Lord, and try me (n) Go to the firſt Root of this 
Diſtemper, which ſpreads itſelf over my Soul; and 
recover me from it! Repreſent Sin unto me, O Lord, 
] beſeech Thee, that I may ſee it with Abhorrence ! 
And repreſent the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to me in ſuch 


a Light, that I may lee upon him and mourn (0), that 
68 may 


(k IIIa. xxix, 14. ()) Pfal. crix 265. (m) Plal, cxix. 59, 50. 
n) Plal, cxxx x. 23, 


(o) Zech. xii, 10. 
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y ices 


[ may look upon him and love May I awaken from 
this ſtupid Lethargy, into which I am ſinking; and 
may Chrift give me more abundant Degrees of Spi- 
ritual Life and Activity, than I have ever yet re- 

ceived! And may I be ſo quickened and animated 
by Him, that I may more than recover the Ground 
[ have loſt, and may, make a more ſpeedy and exem- 
plary Progreſs, than ip my beſt Days I have ever yet 
done! Send down upon me, O Lord, m a more rich 
2nd abundant Effufen. Thy good Spirit! May He 
Jabell in me, as in a Temple which He has conſecrated 
4% Himſelf (p) ; and while all the Service is directed 


* and 2 by Him, may Holy and acceptable Sacri- 


e continually offered (q)/ May the Incenſe be 
conſtant, and may it be fragrant! May the Sacred 
Fire burn and blaze perpetually (r); and may none of 
its Veſſels ever be ug ; by being employed to 
an unholy or forbidden Ule! Amen,” 


(p) 1 Cor. ili. 16. (q) Rom &i. 1. (r) Lex. vi. 13. 


* 
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CHAP. xxII. 


The fad Caſe of a Relapſe into known and 
dehberate Sin, after folemn Acts of Dedi- 
cation to Gov, and ſome Progreſs made in 


Religion. 


Unihought ef Nelapſes may happen, F. 1. and bring the 
Soul into a miſerable Caſe. F. 2. Jet the Caſe is not 
deſperate. F. 3. The Backſlider urged immediately 16 
returns (1.) By deep Humiliation before GOD fer (7 
aggravated an Offence. \. 4. (2.) By rentabed Ro. 
gards to the Divine Mercy in Chrift. f. 5. (3.) H 
an open Profeſion of Repentance, where the Crime hath 
given publick Offence, J. 6. (4.) Falls to be reviewed 
fer future Caution, 9. 7. The Chapter conclude, 
&. 8. with a Prayer for the UJe of one who halb 
fallen into groſs Sins, after Religious Reſelutions and 
Engagements, | 


F. 1. HE Declenſions which I have deſcribed in the 

foregoing Chapter, muſt be acknowledged 
worthy of deep S 2 : But happy will you be, 
my dear Reader, if you never know, by Experience, a 
Circumſtance yet more melancholy than this. Perhaps, 
when you conſider the View of Things which you nov 
have, you imagine that no Conſiderations can ever bribe 
you, in any ſingle Inſtance, to act contrary to the pte. 
ſent Dictates or Suggeſtions of your Conſcience, and of 
the Spirit of Gop as ſetting it on Work. No: You 
think, it would be better for you to die. And you 
think rightly, but Peter thought, and ſaid fo too: 7% 
1 feould die with Thee, yet wwill I not deny Thee (a) : And 


yet, after all, e f#//: And therefore be not high mind dt 
_ bat 


( Matt, xzvi. 35» 
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but fear (b). I is not impoſſible, but you may fall into 
hal very Sin, of which you imagine you are leaſt in 
Danger, or into that againſt which you have moſt 
ſolemnly refolved, and of which you have already moiſt 
bitterly repented. You may relap/e into it again and 
again. But, Oh, if you do, nay, if you ſhould delibe- 
rately and preſumptuouſly fall but once, how deep will 
it pierce your Heart? How dear will you pay for all the 
Pleaſure, with which the Temptation has been baited ? 
How will this ſeparate between Go p and you? What 
Deflation, what a dreadful Deſolation, will it ſpread 
over your Soul? It 18 grievous to think of it. Perhaps 
in ſuch a State you may feel more Agony and Diſtreſs 
in your own Conſcience, when you come ſeriouſly to 
reflect, than you ever felt when you were firſt awakened 
ad reclaimed ; becauſe the Sin will be attended with 
ſome very high Aggravations, beyond thoſe of your 
unregenerate State, I well knew the Perſon, that ſaid, 
„The Agonies of a Sinner in the firſt Pangs of his Re- 
„ pentance were not to be mentioned on the ſame Day, 
* with thoſe of the Backſiider in Heart, when he comes 
„to be filled with his own Way (e).“ | 

$. 2. INDEED it is enough to wound one's Heart to 
think, how yours will be wounded: How all your Com- 
forts, all your Evidences, all your Hopes will be cloud- 
ed: What thick Darkneſs will ſpread itſelf on every 
Side, ſo that neither Sun, nor Moon, nor Stars, will ap- 
pear in your Heaven. Vour Spiritual Conſolations will 
be gone; and your Temporal Enjoyments will alſo be 
rendered taſteleſs and infipid. And if Afflictions be 


ſent, as they probably may in order to reclaim you, a 


Conſciouſneſs of Guilt will ſharpen and invenom the 


Dart. Then will the Enemy of your Soul with all his 
Art and Power rife up againſt you, encouraged by 
Four Fall, and labouring to trample you down in utter 

opeleſs Ruin. He will perſuade you, that you are 
already undone beyond Recovery. He will ſuggeſt, - 
that it ſignifies nothing to attempt it any more; for that 
every Effort, every Amendment, every Act of Repen- 


7 tance, will but make your Caſe ſo much the worle, 


and plunge you lower and lower into Hell. 
L 4 1 $. 3. Tus 


(b) Rom. xi. 20. (e) Prov. xiv. 14. 


—— — — ͤH—ü 
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$. 3. Tavs will he endeavour by Terrors to keep you 
from that ſure Remedy, which yet remains, But yield 
not to him. Your Caſe will indeed be / ; an? it i: 
be now your Caſe, it is deplorably ſo; and to reſt in it 
would be ſtill much worſe. Your Heart would be Bars 
ened yet more aud more; and nothing could be expected. 
but ſudden and aggravated Deſtructien. Yet bleſ: 
be Gop, it is not quite hopeleſs, Your Wounds are cor- 
rupted, becauſe of your Foolifhne/s (d); but the Gangrene 
is not incurable. There is a Balm in Gilead, there is a 
Phyfcian there (e). Do not therefore render your Con- 
dition indeed hopeleſs, by now ſaying, There is no Hope 
(f), and drawing a fatal Argument from that falſe Sup- 
poſition for going after the Jdoli you hade lowed. Let me 
addreſs you, in the Language of Gop to his backfiiding 
People, when they were ready to apprehend that to be 
their Cafe, and to draw ſuch a Concluſion from it: O-- 
hy return unts me, faith the Lord (g). Cry for renewed 
Grace; and in the Strength of it labour to return, 
Cry with David, under the like Guilt; for I hawe gone 
aftray like a loft Sheep, ſeek thy Servant ; for I do not für- 
get thy Commandments (h); and that Remembrance of 
them is, I hope, a Token for Good. But if thou wilt 


return at all, do it immediately. Take not one Step 


more in that fatal Path, to which thou haſt turned afide. 
Think not to add one Sin more to the Account, and 
then to repent; as if it would be but the ſame Thing 
on the whole. The ſecond Error may be worſe than the 
Arft; it may make Way for another and another, and 
draw on a terrible Train of Conſequences, beyond all 
you can now imagine. Make haſte therefore, and do not 
delay. Eſcape, and fly, as for thy Life (i), before the 
Dart ftrike thro* thy Liwer (k). Ove not Sleep to thin? 
Eyes, nor Slumber to thine Eye-lids (1) : Lie not down up- 
on this Bed under unpardoned Guilt, left Zi owertats 
thee, leſt the Sword of Divine Juſtice ſhould ſmite thee; 
and whilſt thou purpoſeſt to return To-morrow, thou 
mouldſt this Night go and take Poſſeſſion of Hell. 

F. 4. ReTurn immediately; and permit me to add, 
return folemnly, Some very pious and excellent Divines 


: have 

(d) Pal. xxx+ is 5, (e) Jer. viii. 22, (f) Jer. ii. 25. 
(8) _ in. 13. (h) Pſal. xx. 176. (i, Gen. Xx 17+. 
(K. Prov. vi. 23. (1, Prev. vi. 4. : 
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have expreſſed themſelves upon this Head, in a Manner 
which ſeems liable to dangerous Abuſe; when they urge 
; Men after a Fall, „not to ſtay to ſurvey the Ground, 1 
nor conſider how they came to be thrown down, but [ 
immediately to get up and renew the Race.” In 
fighter Caſes the Advice is good: But when Con- 
| ſcience has ſuffered ſuch violent Outrage by the Com- | 
| miſſion of known, wilful, and deliberate Sin, (a Caſe ſ 
| which one would hope, ſhould but ſeldom happen to | 
| thoſe who have once ſincerely entered on a Rehgious 
Courſe,) I can by no Means think, that either Reaſon 
| or Scripture encourage ſuch a Method. Eſpecially | 
would it be improper, if the Action itſelf has been of ſo 1 
heinous a Nature, that even to have fallen into it on the N 
moſt ſudden Surprize of Temptation muſt have greatly 
aſhamed, and terrified, and diſtreſſed the Soul. Such 
an Affair is dreadfully ſolemn, and ſhould be treated 
accordingly, If this has been the ſad Caſe with you, 
my then urhappy Reader, I would pity you, and mourn 1 
over you; and would beſeech you, as you tender your 44 
Peace, your Recovery, the Health, and the very Life of | 
your Soul, that you would not Joiter away an Hour. 
Retire immediately for ſerious Reflection. Break thro? 
other Engagements and Employments, unleſs they be 
ſuch as you cannot in Conſcience delay for a few Hours, 
which can ſeldom happen in the Circumſtance I now I 
fuppoſe. This is the one Thing needful. Set yourſelf to j 
N 


„ 
a e ; 


it therefore, as in the Preſence of Goo, and hear at large 
patiently and humbly what Conſcience has to ſay, tho“ 
it chide and reproach ſeverely. Yea, earneſtly pray, 
that Gop would ſpeak to you by Conſcience, and make 
you more thoroughl to know and feel, what an Evil 
aud bitter hing iti thut you have thus for /aken him (m). 
Think of all the aggravating Circumſtances attending 
your Offence ; and clpecially think of thoſe, which ariſe 
from abuſed Wiercy and Goodneſs ; which ariſe, not on- 
iy from your folema Vows and Engagements to Gop, 
but from the Views you have had of a Redeemer's Love, 
tealed even in Blood. And are theſe the Returns? Was 
it not enough that CHRIST ſhould have been bus in- 
red by bis Cnemies 7 Muſt he be wound: d 22 the Hue : 
0 15 Friend; too (u) 2 Were you delivered to Work ſuch 

L 5 Ami na- 

m) Jer, tis 19. (n) Zech. X. ii. 6. 
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230 New Apflicai.on to be made to CHriſt. Chap. 23. 


Abominations as theſe (0)? Did the bleſſed Is us pronn 
and die for you, that you might ſin with Boldnef; and 
Freedom, that you might extract, as it were, zhe very 
Spirit and Eſence of Sin, and offend Gon to a Height of 
Ingratitude and Baſeneſs, which would otherwiſe have 
been in the Nature of Things impoſſible? Oh think, 
how juſtly G op might ca, you out from his Preſence ! 
How juſtly He might number you among the moſt fig- 
nal Inſtances of his Vengeance! And think, how ven- 
Heart would endure, or your Hands be ftreng, if be ſhould 
ge thus with you (p) / Alas! all your former Experi- 
ences would enhance your Senſe of the Ruin and Miſery, 
that muft be felt in an Eternal Baniſhment from the 
Divine Preſence and Favour. 

F. 5. INDULGE /uch Reflections as theſe. Stand the 
humbling Sight of your Sins in ſuch a View as this, 
The more odious and the more painful it appears, the. 
greater Proſpect there will be of your Benefit by attend- 

ing to it. But the Matter is not to reſt here. All theſe 
Reflections are intended, not to grieve, but to cure; 
and to grieve no more than may promote the Cure. You. 
are indeed to look upon Sin; but you are alſo, in ſuch a 
Circumſtance, if ever, to /oo4 upon Chriſt; to ook upon 
him, <hom you hade now pierced deeper than before, and 
to mourn. for bim with Sincerity and Tenderneſs (q). 
The Gop whom you have injured and affronted, whole 
Laws you have broken, and whoſe Juſtice you have (as 
it were) Challenged by this fooliſh wretched Apoſtacy, 
is nevertheſeſs a me/? merciful GOD (r). You cannot 
be ſo ready to return to him, as he is to receive you. 
Even now does he, as it were, ſolicit a Reconciliation, 
by thoſe tender Impreſſions which he is making upon 
your Heart. But remember, how he vill be reconciled. 
It is in the very ſame Way, in which you made your 
firſt Approach to him; in the Name and for the Sake, 
of his dear Son. Come therefore, in an humble De- 
pendance upon him. Renew your Application to Jesvs, 
that his Blood may (as it were) be ſprinkled upon your 
Soul, that your Soul may thereby be purified, and your 
Guilt removed. This very Sin of yours, which tha 
Bleſſed Gop foreſaw, increaſed the Weight af your Re- 
deemer's Sufferings : It was concern'd in ſhedding hi; 
Blood. 
(e) Jer. vii. 10. (po) Ezck, xxik 14. (Y Zech. zii. 10, 
(r) Deut. iv. 31. | 


Chap. 23. Divine Mercy to be ſought thro" Him. 231: 
Blood. Humbly go, and place your Wounds, as it were, 
under the Droppings of that precions Balm, by which 
alone they can be healed. That compaſſionate Saviour 
will delight to reſtore you, when you lie as an humble 

Suppliant at his Feet, and will graciouſly take Part with 


you in that Peace and Pleaſure which he gives. Through 
Him-renew your Covenant with God, that broken Co-- 


-venant, the Breach of which Divine Juſtice might teach 


you to know by terrible Things in Righteouſne/s (s) But 
Mercy allows of an Accommodation. Let the Conſciouſ- 

neſs and Remembrance of that Breach engage you to 
enter into Covenant anew, under a deeper Senſe than 
ever of your own Weakneſs, and a-more cordial Depen- 

dance on Divine Grace for your Security, than you 
have ever yet entertained. I know, you will be aſhamed - 


to preſent yourſelf among the Children of Go Dp in his 


Sanctuary, and eſpecially at his Table, under a Conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſo much Guilt : But break thro' that Shame, 
if Providence open you the Way, You would be bumbicd 
before your offended Father: But ſurely there is no 
Place where you are more like to be humbled, than 
when you-ſee yourſelf in his Houſe, and no Ordinance : 
adminiſtered there can lay you lower than that in which 
Chriſt is evidently ſet forth as crucified before your Eyes (t). 
Sinners are the only Perſons who have Bufineſs there. 
The beſt of Men come to that Sacred Table, as Sinners. 
As ſuch make your Approach to it; yea, as the grea! ff? 
of Sinners; as one who needs the Blood of IEsus, as 
much as any Creature upon Earth. 

$. 6. And let me remind you of one Thing more: If 
your Fall has been of ſuch a Nature as to give any Scan- 
gal to others, be not at all concerned to ſave Appear- 
ances, and to moderate thoſe Mortifications which dep > 


Humiliation before them would occaſion. The Depth and 


Pain of that Mortification is indeed an excellent Medi- - 
cine, which Gob has in his wiſe Goodneſs appointed 
for you in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe. In ſuch a Caſe, 
confeſs your Fault. with the greateſt Frankneſs: Ager » - 
vate it to the utmoſt; Intreat Pardon, and Prayer, from 
thoſe whom you have offended.. Then, and never till 
then, will you be in the Way to Peace: Not by palli- 
ating a Fault, not by making vain Excuſes, not by ot - - 
| L. 6 | jecting 
(s) Plal. lx. 5. (t) Gal. ii, . 
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232 Repentance to be publick, if the Sin be ſo, Chap. 23. 
jecting to the Manner in which others may have treated 
you; as if the leaſt Exceſs of Rigour in a faithful Ad- 
monition were a Crime equal to fome great Immorality 
that occafioned it. This can only proceed from the 
Madneſs of Pride and Self-Love : It is the Senfibility of 
a Wound, which is hardened, ſwelled, and inflamed ; 
and it muſt be reduced, and cooled and ſuppled, before 
it can poſſibly be cured. To be cenſured, and con- 
demned by Men, will be but a little Grievance, to a 
Soul thoroughly humbled and broken under a Senſe of 
having incurred the condemning Sentence of Gov. 
Such a one will rather de/ire to glorify G OD, by ſub- 
mitting to deſerve Blame; and will fear deceiving others 
Into a more favourable Opinion of him, than he in- 
wardly knows himſelf to deſerve. Theſe are the Senti- 
ments which Gop gives to the ſincere Penitent in ſuch 
2 Caſe; and by this Means He reſtores him to that 
Credit and Regard among others, which he does not 
know how to ſeek, but which nevertheleſs, for the Sake 
both of his Comfort and Uſefulneſs, God wills that he 
mould have; and which it is, humanly ſpeaking, im- 
pofſible for him to recover any other Way. But there 
jomething ſo honourable in the frank Acknowledgment 
of a Fault, and in deep Humiliation for it, that all who 
ſee it, muſt needs approve it. They pity an Offender, 
who is brought to ſuch a Diſpoſition ; and endeavour to 
comfort him with returning Expreſſions, not only of 
their Love, but of their Eſteem too. 
$. 7. B6xcuss this Digreſſion, which may fuit ſome 
Caſes; and which would ſuit many more, if a regular 
Diſcipline were to be exerciſed in Churches: For on ſuch 
a Suppoſition, the Lord's-Supper could not be approach- 
ed after viſible and ſcandalous Falls, without ſolemn 
Confeſſion of the Offence, and Declarations of Repen- 
tance, On the other Hand, there may be Inftances cf 
fad Apoſtacy, where the Crime, tho' highly aggravated 
before Gop, may not fall under Human Notice. In 
this Caſe, remember, that your Bufneſs is with Him, 
= to whole piercing Eye every Thing appears in its juſt 
| Light: Before Him therefore profirate your Soul, and 
feck a folemn Reconciliation with Him, confirmed by 
t. Memorials of his dying Son. And when this is 
nde not, that becauſe you have received the 
5 Tokens 
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Tokens of Pardon, the Guilt of your Apoſtacy is to be 
/orgot at once. Bear it ſtill in your Memory for future 
Caution: Lament it before Gop, in the frequent Re- 
turns of ſecret Devotion eſpecially: And view with 
Humiliation the Scars of thoſe Wounds which your 
own Folly occaſioned, even when by Divine Grace they 
are thoroughly healed. For Gop eſtabliſhes his Cove- 
nant, not to remove the Senſe of every paſt Abomina- 
tion, but that thou mayeff remember thy Ways, and be con- 
fornded, and never open thy Mouth any more becauſe of thy 
Shame, even when 1 am pacified towards thee for all that 
1hou haſt done, ſaith the Lord (u). | 

$. 8. AND now, upon the whole, if you defire to at- 
tain ſuch a Temper, and to return by ſuch Steps as theſe, 
men immediately fall down before Go p, and pour out 
you Heart in his Preſence, in Language like this, 


{1 PRAYER for one avho 1 Fallen into groſs Sin, after 
Religious Reſolutions and Engagements. 


6 MOST Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Gop | When 
() I ſeriouſly reflect on Thy fpotleſs Purity, and 
on the {trift and impartial Methods of Thy ſteady 
++ Adminiſtration, together with that Almighty Power 
of Thine, which is able to carry every Thought of 
«+ Thine Heart into immediate and full Execution, I 
may juſtly appear before Thee this Day with Shame 
* and Terror, in Confuſion and Conſternation of Spirit. 
This Day, O my Gos, this dark mournful Day, 
would I take Occaſion to look back to that fad 
Source of our Guilt, and our Miſery, the Apoſtacy of 
** 0ur common Parents, and ſay with thine offending 
Servant David, Behold, I was ſtapen in Iniquity, and in 
Sen did my Mother conceive me (W). This Day would 
** {lament all the fatal Conf-quences of ſuch a Deſcent, 
** with Regard to myſelf. And Oh how many have 
„they been! The Remembrance of the Sins of my 
© paconverted State, and the Failings and Infirmities | 
aof my after Life, may juſtly confound me! How much 
more ſuch a Scene, as now lies before my Conſcience, 
+ 2nd before Thine all-ſeeing Eye? For Then, O Lord, 
** £noeft my Fooliſhneſs, and my Sins are not hid from 
% 7 hee. 


(u) Ezek. vi, 63. (w) Pfal, li. 5. 
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234 A Prayer for one fallen imo groſs Sin, Chap. 23. 


Thee (x). Theu telleft all my Wanderings from Thy 
Statutes (y): Thou ſeeſt, and Thou recordeſt, every 
Inſtance of my Diſobedience to Thee, and of my Re- 
bellien againſt Thee: Thou ſeeſt it in every aggra- 
vated Circumftance which I can diſcern, and in many 
more which I have never obſerved or reflected upon: 
How then ſhall 1 appear in Thy Preſence, or lift up my 
Face to Thee(z) ! I am full of Confufion (a), and feel a 
ſecret Regret in the Thought of applying to Thee: 
But, O Lord, to whom foould I go, but unte Thee (b)? 
Unto Thee, on whom depends my Life, or my Death; 
unto 'Thee, who alone canſt take away the Burden of 
Guilt, which now preſſes me down to the Duſt; who 
alonecanſt reſtore to my Soul that Reſt and Peace which 
I have loft, and which I deſerve for ever to loſe ? 


* Behold me, O Lord Gon, falling down at Thy 


Feet! Behold me pleading guilty in Thy Preſence, 
and ſurrendering myſelfto that Juſtice which I cannot 
eſcape! I have not one Word to offer in my own Vin- 
dication, in my own Excuſe. Words, far from being 


able to clear up my Innocence, can never ſufficiently 
deſcribe the Enormity and Demerit of my Sin. Thou, 


O Lord, and Thou only knoweſt to the full, how 
heinous and how aggravated it is. Thine Infinite Un- 


derſtanding alone, can fathom the Infinite Depch of its 


Malignity. I am, on many Accounts, moſt unable to 
doit. I cannot conceive the Glory of T hy Sacred Ma- 
ſeſiy, whoſe Authority I have deſpiſed, nor the Num- 
ber and Variety of thoſe Mercies, which I have finnsd 
againſt. I cannot conceive the Value of the Blood 
of Thy dear Son, which I have ungratefully trampled 
under my Feet; nor the Dignity of that Bleſed Spirit 


of Thine, whole Agency I have, as far as I could, 


been endeavouring to oppoſe, and whoſe Work | 
have been, as with all my Might, labouring to undo, 
and to tear up (as it were) that Plantation of His 
Grace, which I ſhould rather have been willing to have 
guarded with my Life, and watered with my Blood. 
Oh the Baſeneſs and Madneſs of my Conduct! That! 
ſhould thus, as it were, rend open the Wounds of my 
Soul, of which I had died long ere this, had not Tbine 


$4 Own 


(1) Pal. 'xin, 5. (y) Pfa!, lvi. 8, (2) Ezra {50 
(a} Job Fe 15 (b) John vi. 63. 
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own Hand applied a Remedy, had not Thine only Son 
bled to prepare it! That 1 ſhould violate 2 Cove- 
nant I have made? with Thee by Sacrifice (e), by the 
Memorials of /uch à Sacrifice too, even of Jeſus, ny 
Lord, whereby I am become guilty of his Body and 
Blood (d) / That I ſhould bring ſuch Diſhonour upon 
Religion too, by ſo unſuitable a Walk, and perhaps 
open the Mouths of its greateſt Enemies to inſult it 
upon my Account, and prejudice ſome againſt it to 
their everlaſting Deſtruction! | 
«<< | wonder, © Lord Gon, that I am here to own all 

this. I wonder, that Thou haſt not long ago appear- 
ed as a ſwift Witneſs againſt me (e); that Thou haſt 


not diſcharged the Thunderbolts of thy flaming 


Wrath againſt me, and cruſhed me into Hell; mak- 
ing me there a Terror to all about me, as well as to my- 
ſelf, by a Vengeance and Ruin, to be diſtinguiſhed 
even there, where all are miſerable, and all hopeleſs. 
O Gop, Thy Patience is marwellous But how much 
more marvellous is Thy Grace, which after all this in- 


vites me to Thee! While Jam here giving Judgment 


againſt myſelf, that I deſerve to die, to die for ever, 
Thou art ſending me the Words of everlaſting Life, 
and calling me, as a backſliding Child, to return unto 
Thee (f). Bebold therefore, O Lord, invited by Thy 
Word, and encouraged by Thy Grace, I came; and 
great as my Franſgreſſions are, I-humbly beſeech Thee 
freely to pardon them: Becauſe I know, that tho! ry 
Sins have reached unto Heaven (g), and are liſted up 
even unto the Shies (h), Thy Mercy, O Lord, is above 


Ov the Heavens (i). Extend that Mercy to me, O Hea- 


venly Father; and diſplay, in this illuſtrious Inſtance, 


the Riches of Thy Grace, and the Prevalency of Thy 
+ Son's Blood! For ſarely, if ſuch crimſon Sins as mine, 


may be made *vhite as Snow, and as Wool (k), and if 
ſuch a Revolter as I am be brought to Eternal Glory, 
Earth muſt, ſo far as it is known, be filled with Wonder, 
and Heaven with Praiſe ; and the greateſt Sinner may 
chearfully apply for Pardon, if I, rhe chief of Sinners 
find it. And Oh that, when I. have lain mourning, 


and as it were bleeding at Thy Feet, as long as Thou 
| «© thinkeſt 


(c)Pſaj.1 g. (d) 1 Cor. xi. 25. le) Mal. iii, 5. (f) Jer. lite 22. 
30 Rev. An. 5. (b) Jer. Ii. go" (i) Pfal. cili. 4. (k) Lal, i. 18. 
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thinkeft proper, Thou would at length heal this Soul 
mine which has finned againſt Thee (I); and giw- 
me Beauty for Afpes, the Oil 75 Foy for Mourning, and 
the Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heawins/s (m) 
Oh that thou wouldſt at length refore unto me the oy 
of” T hy Salvation, and make me to hear Songs of Glad. 
neſs, that the Bones which thou haft broken may rejvice 
(n) / Then, when a Senſe of Thy forgiving Love is 
ſhed abroad upon my Heart, and it is cheared with 
the Voice of Pardon, I will proclaim Thy Grace to 
others; I will teach Tranſgrefſors thy Ways, and Sin- 
ners ſhall be converted unto T hee (o) Fhoſe that have 
been backſliding from Thee, ſhall be encouraged to 
ſeek Thee by my happy Experience, which I wil! 


gladly proclai m for Thy Glory, tho' it be to my 


own Shame and Confuſion of Face. And may this 
Foy of the Lord be my Strength (p)! ſo that in it I may 
ſerve Thee henceforward with a Vigour and Zeal 
far beyond what I have hitherto known ! | 
«© This I would afk with all humble Submiſſion to Thy 
Will; for I preſume not to inſiſt upon it. If Thou 
ſhouldf ſee fit to make me a Warning to others, by 
appointing that I ſhonld walk all my Pays in Dark- 
neſs, and at laſt die under a Cloud, Thy Will be dent“ 
But O Gov, extend Mercy for thy Son's Sake, to 
this ſinful Soul at laſt; and give me ſome Place, tho 
it were as the Feet of all Thine other Servants, in the 
Regions of Glory! Oh bring me at length, tho? it 
ſhould be thro” the gloomieſt Valley that any have 
ever-palted, into that bleſſed Werld, where I ſhall 
depart from Gop no more, where ] ſhall wound my 
own Conſcience, and diſhonour Thy Holy Name no 
more! Then ſhall my Tongue be looſed, how long 
ſoever it might here be bound under the Confulicn 
of Guilt; and immortal Praiſes thall be paid to that 
victorious Bl:od, which has redeemed ſuch an infamous 
Slave of Sin, as I muſt acknowledge myſelf to be, and 
brought me, from Returns into Bondage and repeated 
Pollution, to ſhare the Dignity and Holineſs of thoie, 
who are Kings and Priefts unta GOD (q). Amen.“ 


(1) Pſal. Kli. 4. (m) Iſa. Ini. 3. (u) Pſal. li. 8, 12, 


(0 Plal, Ii. 13. (p) Neb, vii. 10. (4) Rev. i. 6. 
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C HAP. XXIV. 


The Caſe of the CHRISTIAN under the 
Hidings of Gop's Face. 


The Phraſe Scriptural. F. 1. Ii fgniſſes the auithdraæuing 


the Tokens of the Divine Faveur, F. 2. chiefly as to 
Fyrritual Confiderations. F. 3. This may become the 
Caſe of any Chriſtian, F. 4. and will be found a 
very forroxuful one; F. 5. The following Direction: 
therefore, are giuen to thoſe who Jappeſe it to be ther 
can: I. To enquire whether it be indeed a Caſe of 
Sytritual Diftreſs, or whether a diſcon/olate Frame may 
not proceed from Indiſpoſition of Body, F. 6. or Difficul- 
ties, as to worldly Circumſtances. F. 7. Fit be found 
to be indeed ſuch, as the Title of the Chapter propoſes, bs 
adviſed, II. To confider it as a merciful Diſpenſation of 
£0D, to awaken and beſtir the Soul; and excite to a 


fri Examination of Conſcience, and Reformation of 


what has been amiſs. F. 8, 9. III. To be humble and 
patient while the Trial continues. F. 10. IV. To go on 
fleadily in the Way of Duty. F. 11. V. To renew 4 
believing Application to the Blood of Fejus. F. 12. An 
humble Supplication for one under theſe mournful Exer- - 
cijes of Mind, when they are found to proceed from the 

Spiritual Cauſe ſuppoſed. 


5. 1.5 HERE is a Caſe which often occurs in the 


Chriſttan Life, which they who accuſtom 


themſelves much to the Exerciſe of Devotion, have been 
ed to call the Hiding of G O D's Face, It is a Phraſe 
vorrowed from the Word of God, which I hope may 
ſhelter it from Contempt at the firſt Hearing, It will 
de my Bufineſs in this Chapter, to ate it as plainly as I 


can, 


238 What is meant by GO D' hiding his Pace, Ch. 24. 


can, and then to give ſome Advice as to your own 
Conduct when you fall into it, as it is very probable 
you may before you have finiſhed your Journey thro? 
this Wilderneſs. 

g. 2. Tur Meaning of it may partly be underſtood by 
the oppoſite Phraſe, of Go D's cauſing his Face 10 ſhine 
wfon @ Perſon, or lifting up upon him the Light of His 
Countenance, This ſeems to carry in it an Alluſion to 
the pleaſant and delightful Appearance which the Face 
of a Friend has, and eſpecially if in a ſuperior Relation 
of Life, when he converſes with thoſe whom he loves and 
delights in. Thus Job, when ſpeaking of the Regard 
paid him by his Attendants, ſays, If I /miled upon them, 
they believed it not, and the Light of my Countenance they 
caft not down (a); that is, they were careful, in ſuch an 
agreeable Circumſtance, to do nothing to diſpleaſe me, 
or (as we ſpeak) zo cloud my Brow, And David, when 
expreſſing his Defire of the Manifeſtation of G o p's Fa- 
vour to him, ſays, Lerd, /ift Thou up the Light of Thy 
Countenanct upon me; and, as the Effect of it, declares, 
Thou haſt put Gladneſs into my Heart more than if Corn 
and Wine increajed (b). Nor is it impoſſible, that in this 
Phraſe, as uſed by Dawid, there may be ſome Alluſion 
to the bright ſhining forth of the HHelinab, that is the 
Luſtre which dwelt in the Cloud as the viſible Sign of 
the Divine Preſence with Hal, which Gop was pleaſed 
peculiarly to manifeſt upon ſome publick Occafkions, as 
a Token of his Favour and Acceptance.—On the other 
Hand therefore, for Gop to hide his Face, muſt imply 
the with-holding the Tokens of his Favour, and muſt be 
eſteemed a Mark of His Diſpleaſure. Thus Jaial uſes 
it; Your Iniquities haue ſeparated betwveen you and your 
GOD, and your Sins hade hid His Face from you, that He 
awvill not hear (c). And again, 7% baft hid T by Hace 
from us, as not regarding the Calamities we ſuffer, aud 
haſt conſumed us, becauſe of our Iniguities (d). So likewiſe, 
for Go p to hide His Face from our Sins (e), ſignifies t0 
" overlook them, and to take no farther Notice of them. 
The /ame Idea is, at other Times, expreſſed by G O D's 
hiding bis Eyes (f) from Perſons of a Character . 

able 
(a) Job xxix. 24. (d) Pfal. iv. 6, 7, (e) Iſai, lx. 2. 
(d) Ifai, Iaty, 7, (e) Pial, Ii, 9. (f) Iſai, i, 15 
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Ch. 24. with Reſpect to ſpiritual Conſiderations. 239 
ble to Him, when they come to addreſs Him, with 
their Petitions, not vouchſafing (as it were) to look to- 
wards them. This is plainly the Scriptural Senſe of the 
Word; and agreeably to this, it is generally uſed by 
Chriftians in our Day, and every Thing which ſeems 
2 Token of Divine Di/pleaſure towards them is expreſſed by 
it. 

F. 3. IT is farther to be obſerved here, that the 
Things which they judge to be Manifeſtations of Divine 
Favour towards them, of Complacency in them, are not 
*, nor chiefly of a temporal Nature, or ſuch as merely 
relate to the Bleſſings of this Animal and Periſhing 
Lite. Dawid, tho“ the Promiſes of the Law had a con- 
tinual Reference to ſuch, yet was taught to look farther 
and deſcribes them as preferable to, and therefore plainly 
diſtin from, the Bleſſings of the Corn-Floor or the Wine- 
Pre/s (g). And if you, to whom I am now addrefling,. 
do not know them to be fo, it is plain you are quite ig- 
norant of the Subject we are enquiring into, — indeed 
are yet to take out the firſt Leſſons of true Religion, 
All that David ſays, of beholding the Beauty of the Lord 
(h), or being /ati5fed as with Marrow and Fatne/1, when 
he remembered Him on his Bed (i), as well as awith rhe 
Goodneſs of bis Houſe, even of his Holy Temple (k), is to be 
taken in the ſame Senſe; and can need very little Ex- 
plication to the truly experienced Soul. But h that 
have known the Light of G O D's Countenance, and the 
Shinings of his Face, will, in Proportion to the Degree 
of that Knowledge, be able to form ſome Notion f te 
Hiding of his Face, or the withdrawing of the Tokens He 
has given His People of His Preſence and Fawour, which 
ſometimes greatly imbitters Proſperity ; as where the 
contrary is found, it ſweetens Afflictions, and often 
iwallows up the Senſe of them. 

F. 4. Ax p give me leave to remind you, my Chriftias 
Friend, (for under that Character I now addreſs my Rea- 


_ der,) that to be thus deprived of the Senſe of Gop's 


1.ove, and of the Tokens of His Favour, may ſoon be 

tbe Caſe with you, tho' you may now have the Pleaſure 

| to 

(g) Pal iv 7, (h) Pſal, xxvii, 4. (i) Pfal, Ixiii. 5, 6. 
{k) Plal, lxv. 4. 
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to fee he Candle of the Lord ſining upon him, or tho” it 
may even ſeem to be Sun-ſhine and High Noon in your 
Soul. You may loſe your lively Views of the Divine 
Perfections and Glories, in the Contemplation of which 
you now find that inward Satisfaction. You may think 
os the Divine Wiſdom and Power, of the Divine Mercy 
and Fidelity, as well as of His Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
nefs, and feel little inward Complacency of Soul in the 
Views. It may be, with Reſpect to any lively Impreſ- 
ſions, as if it were the Contemplation merely of a com- 
mon Object. It may ſeem to you, as if you had loft 
all Idea of thoſe important Words, tho' the View has 
ſometimes ſwallowed up your whole Soul in Tranſports 
of Aſtoniſhment, Admiration, and Love, You may 
loſe your delightful Senſe of the Divine Favour. It may 
be Matter of great and ſad Doubt with you, whether 
you do indeed belong to Gop; and all the Work of His 
Bleſſed Spirit may be fo veiled and ſhaded in the Soul, 
that the peculiar Characters, by which the Hand of that 
Sacred Agent might be diſtinguiſned, ſhall be in a great 
Meaſure loſt; and you may be ready to imagine, you 
have only deluded yourſelf in all the former Hopes you 
have entertained. In Conſequence of this, thoſe Ordi- 
nances, in which you now rejoice, may grow very un- 
comfortable to you, even when you do indeed defire 
Communion with Gop in them. You may hear the 
moſt delightful Evangelical Truths opened, you may 
hear the Privileges of Gop's Children moſt affectionate- 
ly repreſented, and not be aware that you have any Part 
or Lot in this Matier; and from that very Coldneſs and 
Inſenfibility may be drawing a farther Argument, that 
you have nothing to do with them. And then hear Hear? 
may meditare Terror (I), and under the Diſtreſs that over- 
whelms you, your deareſt Enjoyments may be reflected 
upon as adding to the Weight of it, and making it more 
ſenſible, while you conſider that you had once ſuck a 
Faſte for theſe Things, and have now loſt it all, So 
that perhaps it may ſeem to you, that they, who never 
felt any Thing at all of Religious Impreſſions, are hap- 
pier than you, or at leaſt are leſs miſerable, You may 

perhaps 


(1) Hai, XXIII. 18. 
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Chap. 24. And will be @ ſorrowful one indeed. 241 
perhaps-in theſe melancholy Hours, even doubt, whe- 


her you have ever prayed at all, and whether all that 


you called your Enjoyment of Gop, were not ſome falſe 
Delight, excited by the great Enemy of Souls, to make 


vou apprehend that. your State was good, that ſo you 


might continue his more ſecure Prey. 

F. C. Sucn as this may be your Caſe for a conſlder- 
able Time; and Ordinances may be attended in vain, 
and the Preſence of Gon may be in vain ſought in them. 


You may pour out your Soul in private, and then come 


to publick Worſhip, and find little Satisfaction in either; 
but be forced to take up the P/almi/?*s Complaint; My 
od, I ery in the Day-time, but thou heareft not; and in 
the Night Seaſon, and am not /ilent' (m); or that of 
Job. Behild I go forward, but He is not there, and 
backward, but I cannot perceive Him; on the left Hand 
where He doth wwork, but I cannot behold' Him; He 
bideth Himſelf on the Right Hand that I cannot ſee 
Zim (n) e So that all, which looked like Religion in 
your Mind, ſhall ſeem as it were, to be melted into 
Grief, or chilled into Fear, or cruſhed into adeep Senſe 
of your own Unworthineſs ; in Conſequence of which, 
702 ſhall not dare ſo much as to lift up your Eyes be- 
fore Gop, and be almoſt aſhamed to take your Place in 
a worſhipping Aﬀembly among any that you think His 
Servants, TI have known this to be the Cafe of ſome 
excellent Chriſtiant, whoſe Improvements in Religion 
dave been diſtinguiſhed, and whom Gov hath honoured 
above many of their Brethren in what He hath done for 


them, and by them. Give me Leave therefore, having 


thus deſcribed 1t, to offer you ſome plain Advices: with 
\cyard to it; and let not that be imputed to Enthuſi- 
bel Fancy, which proceeds from an intimate and 
frequent View of Facts on the one Hand, and from a 
'incere affectionate Defire, on the other, to reheve the 
tender pious Heart in fo deſolate a State. At leaſt, I 
am perſuaded, the Attempt will not be overlooked or 
cixpproved by the great Shepherd of the Sheep (o), who 
d charged us to comfort the Feeble-minded (p). 

EE F. 6, Anp 


( Pſo] xxii, 22 kn) Job xuiii, 8, 9. (o) Heb, vii, 20. 
(pi eſſ. e. 14. 
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24.2 Enguire whence it ariſes : Chap. 24. 
$. 6. Ax p here I would firſt adviſe you moſt carefully 
to enquire, Whether your preſent Diſtreſs, does indeed 
ariſe from Cauſes which are truly Spiritual? Or whe- 
ther it may not rather have its Foundation in ſome D;/. 
order of Body, or in the Circumflances of Life, in which 
you are providentially placed, which may break your 
Spirits and deject your Mind? The Influence of the 
inferior Part of our Nature, on the nobler, the Immor. 
tal Spirit, while we continue in this embodied State, is 
ſo evident, that no attentive Perſon can, in the general, 
fail to have obſerved it; and yet, theſe are Caſes, in 
which it ſeems not to be ſufficiently confidered; and 
| perhaps your own may be one of them. The State of 
the Blood is often ſuch, as neceſſarily to ſuggeſt gloomy 
Ideas even in Dreams, and to indiſpoſe the Soul for 
taking Pleaſure in any Thing: And when it is fo, why 
ſhould it be imagined to proceed from any peculiar 
Divine Diſpleaſure, if it does not find its uſual Delight 
in Religion? Or why ſhould Gop be thought to have 
departed from us, becauſe he ſuffers natural Cauſes to 
produce natural Effects, without oppoſing by Miracle 
to break the Connection? When this is the Caſe, the 
Help of the Phyſician is to be ſought, rather than that 
of the Divine, or at leaſt, by all Means, together with 
it; and Medicine, Diet, Exerciſe and Air, may, in a | 
few Weeks, effect that, which the ſtrongeſt Reaſonings, 
the moſt pathetick Exhortatiens or Conſolations, might 
for many Months have attempted in vain, 

g. 7. In other Inſtances, the Dejection and Feeble- 
neſs of the Mind may rife from ſomething uncomfor:- 
able in our awor/dly Circumſtances; theſe may cloud as 
well as diſtract the Thoughts, and imbitter the Tem- 
per, and thus render us in a great Degree unfit for Re- 
ligious Services or Pleaſures ; and when it is fo, the Re- 
medy is to be ſought in Submiſſion to Divine Providence, 
in abſtracting our Affections as far as poſſible from the 
preſent World, in a prudent Care to eaſe ourſelves of 
the Burthen ſo far as we can, by moderating unnece!- 
ſary Expences, and by diligent Application to Buß 
neſs, in humble Dependance on the Divine Blefling ; in 
the mean Time, cndeavouring by Faith to look 0 to vt, 

In,; 
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Chap. 24. Particularly, whether from Sin. 243 
him, who ſometimes ſuffers his Children to be brought 


into ſuch Difficulties, that he may endear himſelf more 


ſenſibly to them by the Method he ſhall take for their 
Relief, | 


9. 8, Ox the Principles here laid down, it may per- 


hahs. appear on Enquiry, that the Diſtreſs complained 
of, may have a Foundation very different from what 
was at firſt ſuppoſed. But where the Health is ſound, 
and the Circumftances eaſy ; when the Animal Spirits 
are diſpoſed for Gaiety and Entertainment, while all 
Vaſte for Religious Pleaſure is in a Manner gone; when 


the Soul 1s ſeized with a Kind of Lethargick Inſenſi- 
hility, or what I had almoſt called, a paralytick Weak- 


ne!s, with Reſpect to every Religious Exerciſe, even 
t10* there ſhould not be that deep terrifying Diſtreſs, or 
pungent Amazement, which I before repreſented as the 
E#e& of Melancholy; nor that Anxiety about the Ac- 
commodations of Life, which ſtraight Circumſtances 
naturally produce: I would in that Caſe vary my Ad- 
vice, and urge you, with al poſſible Attention and Im- 
vartiality, to ſearch into the Cauſe which has brought 
pon you that great Evil, under which you juſtly mourn, 
And, probably, in the general, the Cauſe is Sin; ſome 
ſecret Sin which has not been diſcovered or obſerved 
by the Eye of the World; for Enormities that draw on 
them the Obſervation and Cenſure of others, will pro- 
vably fall under the Caſe mentioned in the former 
{_.hapter, as they muſt be Inſtances of known and deli- 
erate Guilt, Now the Eye of Gop hath ſeen theſe 
Evils which have eſcaped the Notice of your Fellow- 
Creatures z and in Conſequence of this Care to conceal 
tem from others, while you could not but know they 
vere open to him, Gop has ſeen himſelf in a peculiar 
Manner affronted, and injured, I had almoſt ſaid in- 
{rited by them: And hence his Righteous Diſpleaſure. 
Oh! bet that never be forgotten, which is ſo plainly 


id, ſo commonly known, ſo familiar to almoſt every _ 


\icl1gious Ear, yet too little felt by any of our Hearts, 
: -ur Iniquities haue ſeparated between you and your G O D, 
ard your Sins hade hid his Face from you that he will not 
va, (q). And'this is on the whole, a merciful Diſ- 
| penſation 

{q) Iſai. lix. 1, 2. 


2 — 
32344 we 


244 Cloſely examine your Conſcience. Chap. 24. 
penſation of Go p, tho' it may ſeem ſevere; regard it 
not therefore, merely as your Calamity, but as intended 
to awaken you, that you may not content yourſelf, even 
with lying in Tears of Humiliation before the Lord, 
but like Fo/hra riſe and exert yourſelf vigorouſly, ta 
fut away. from you that accurſed T hing whatever it be, 
Let this be your immediate and earneſt Care, that your 
Pride may be humbled, that your Watchfulneſs may be 
maintained, that your Affections to the World may be 
deadened, and that on the whole, your Fitneſs for 
Heaven may in every Reſpect be increaſed. Theſe are 
the Deſigns of your Heavenly Father, and let it be your 
great Concern to co-operate with them. 

$.9. Rgcerve it therefore on the whole, as the mof 
important Advice that can be given you, immediately 1 
enter en a firift Examination of j our Conſcience, Attend 
on its gentleſt Whiſpers. If a Suſpicion ariſes in your 
Mind, that any Thing has not been right, trace that 
Suſpicion, ſearch into every ſecrer Folding of your 
Heart; improve to the Purpoſes of a fuller Diſcovery, 
the Advices of your Friends, the Reproackes of your 
Enemies; recolle&t for what your Heart hath ſmitten 
you at the L'able of the Lord, for what it would ſmite 
you, if you were upon a dying Bed, and within this 
Hour to enter on Eternity. When you have made any 
Diſcovery, note it down, and go en in your Search till 
you can ſay, theſe are the remaining Corruptions of my 
Heart, theſe are the Sins and Follies of my Life; this 
have [ neglefed; this have I done amiſs. And when 
the Account is as complete as you can make it, ſet your- 
ſelf in the Strength of Gop to a Rtrenflous Reformation, 
or rather begin the Reformation of every Thing that 

ſeems amiſs as ſoon as ever you diſcover it; Return 10 
the Almighty and thou ſhalt be built up; and put Iniquity for 
from Thy T abernacle, then ſhalt thiu have thy Delight in 
the Almighty, and ſpalt lift up thy Face unto GO D. Thou 
falt make thy Prayer unto Him and He fhall hear th, 
thou ſhalt pay thy Laus unto Him, and His Light ſpall 
ſhine upen thy Ways (r). 


& 10. I 


(r) Job xxii. 24, 26, 27: 
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Ch. 24. Be humble, and go vn in iht i ay uf Duty. 24 
„F. 10. In the mean Time be waiting for Gos with 
ine deepeſt Humility, and ſubmit yourſelf to the Difct- 
pline of your Heavenly Father, acknowletiping this 
Juſtice, and hoping in his Mercy; even when your 
Conſcience 46 leaſt ſevere in its Remonſtrances, and diſ- 
covers nothing more than the common Infirmities of 
Gon's People; yet ſtill bow yourſelf down before Him, 
and own, that fo many are the Evils of your-beſt Days, 
o many the Imperfections of your beſt Services, that by 
them you have deſerved all, and more than all that you 
ſuffer ; deferved, not only that your Sun ſhould be 
clouded, but that it ſhould go down, and ariſe no more, 
but leave your Soul in a Stare of everlaſting Darkneſs, 
And while the Shade continues, be not impatient. 
Fret not yourſelf in any wwi/e, but rather with a holy 
Calmneſs and Gentleneſs of Soul, wait on the Lord (5). 
Be willing to ſtay bis Time, willing to bear his Frown, 
in humble Hape that He will at length urn and have 
Compaſſten on you (t). He has not utterly forgotten to be 
gracious, nor reſolved, that He will be favourable no more 
(). For the Lord will not caſt off for ever; but the He 
cane Grief, yet will He baue Compaſſion according to the 
Maltitude of His Mercies (x). It is comparatively but 
for a ſmall Moment that He hides his Face from zou; but 
zou may humbly hope, that with great Mercres He will 
2ather you, and that with rwverlafting Kindneſs He will 
bane Mercy on'you (y). The ſuitable Words are not 
mine, hut His; and they wear this, as in the very Front 
of them, * That a Soul under the Hiding of GOD's 

© Fre, may at laſt be one whom He avill gather, and 

* to whom 4 Will extend ever/afting Favour.” 

t. Bur while the Darkneſs continues, go on in 
& Way of gear Duly. Continue the Uſe of Means 
nd Ordinances > Read and meditate : Pray, yes, and 
ng the Praiſes of Gon too, tho? it may be with a heavy 
art. Follow te Footfteps of hit Flock (2); you may 
pe haps meet the Shepherd gf Souls in doing it. Place 
urlelf at leaſt in his Way. It is poſſible, you may by 
Means get a kind Look from him; and one Lock, 
ene Turn of Thought which may happen in a Moment, 

'<) Pfal, xxxvii. 3, 24. (t) Jer. xii. 350 (u) Pſal. Ixxvii. 7,9 

Lam,. iii. 31, 32. (y) Ifath live 2, 3. 12) Cant. i. 


275 Renew your Applicatiom to Chrift ; Chap. 24. 
may as it were create a Heaven in your Sodl at once, 
*Go to the Table of the Lord, If you cannot rejoice, go 


and mourn there. Go and mourn that Saviour, whom h 
wour Sins ve have pierced (a); go andlament the Breaci:; 


Of that Covenant, which you have there % often confirmed, 


CHRIST may perhaps make bim, known unto you ine 


Breaking of Bread (b), and you may find, to your Sur- 


prize, that He hath been near you, when you imagined 


He was at the greateſt Diſtance from you; near you, 


when you thought you were caf? out from his Preſence. 
Seek your Comforts in ſuch Employments as theſe; and 


not in the vam Amuſements of the World, and in the 


Pleaſures of Senſe. I thall never forget that affectionate 
Ex preſſion, Which I am well aſſured broke out from an 


eminently pious Heart, then almaſi ready to break under 


its Sorrows of this Kind! ** Lord, if I may not enjoy T hes, 
let me enjoy nothing elſe; but go down mourning after 
% Thee to the Grave!“ I wondered not to hear, that 


almoſt as ſoon as this Sentiment had been breathed out 


before God in Prayer, the Burthen was taken off, and 
rhe Foy of G O D's Salvation reſtored. | 

F. 12. 1 5HALL add but one Advice more; and that 
is, I hat you rene your Application to the Blud of 
<* Zejus, thro? whom the Reconciliation between Gop 
and your Soul has been accompliſhed.” It is He 


' that 4s cr Peace, and by his Blood it is that aue are mad: 


ui (c) : It is in Him, as the Beloved of His Soul, that 
G OD declares, He is well pleaſed (d); and it is in Hin 
that abe are made accepitd, to the Glory of His Grace (e). 
Go therefore, O Chriſtian, and apply by Faith to a 
cruciſied Saviour; Go and apply to him as to a merci- 
ful High-Priclt, and pour out thy Complaint before Him, 
and fhew lifore Him thy Trouble (f). Lay open the 
Diſtreſs and Anguiſh of thy Soul to Him, who once 


knew what it was to ſay, (O aſtoniſhing | that he of all 


others ſhould ever have ſaid it,) Aly GOD, my GOD, 
vy haſt Thou forſaken me (g)? Look up for Pity and Re- 


. het to Him, who Himjelf Juffered, being not only Fempred, 


but with Regard zo ſenſible Manifeſtations deferred ; tha 


V4" | He 
fa) Zach. xii 16. (ü) Luke xxiv. 33. (t) Eph. ii. 1, 14 


(4) Mart, i4. 1 be, EP3, 1, 6. (f) Pſal. xi. 2 
Ls) Mail, 32% 46. | 


Chap. 24. who 1s able and ready to fich t. 247 


He might thus Enow box 70 pity thoſe that are in ſuch a 
mclancholy Caſe, and be ready, as well as able, to ſuc- 
cour them (h). He is Immanuel, GOD with us (i); and 
itis only in and thro* Him, that his Father ſhines forth 
vpon us with the mildeſt Beams of Mercy and of Love. 
et it bg therefore your immediate Care, to renew your 
Acquaintance with him, Review the Records of Hts 
Life and Death: Hear His Words: Behold His Actions: 
And when you do fo, ſurely you will find a facred 


_ Sweetneſs diffufing itſelf over your Soul. You will be 


brought into a calm, gentle, ſilent Frame, in which 
Faith and Love will operate powerfully, and Gob may 
probably cauſe rhe /?:i] mall Yoice of His comforting 
Spirit to be heard (k), till your Soul burſts out into a 
Song of Praiſe, and you may be made glad according ta 
the Days in which you have been affiited (I). In the mean 
1'ime, ſuch Language as the following Sapplication 


(peaks, may be ſuitable. Me 


on humble SIN for one under thi Tidings of 
| GOD": Face, 

88 LESSED GOD! irh Thee it the Fountain 

, Life (m), and of Happine/s, I adore Thy 


Name that I have ever taſted of Thy Streams; that 


] have ever felt the peculiar Pleaſure ariſing from the 
Light of Thy Countenance, and the Shedding abroad 
'* of Thy Love on my Soul. But alas, theſe delightful 
* Seaſons are now to me no more; and the Remem- 
France of them engages me to pour out my Soul within 
me (n). I would come, as I have formerly done, 
and call Thee with the ſame Endearment, my Father, 
and y GOD: But alas, I know not how to do it. 
+ Guilt and Fear ariſe, and forbid the delightful Lan- 
„ puage. I ſeek Thee, O Lord, but I ſeek Thee in 
rain. I would pray, and my Lips are ſcaled up. TÞ 
** would read Thy Word, and all the Promiſes of it are 
ed from mine Eyes, I frequent thoſe Ordinances, 
«hich have been formerly moſt nouriſhing and com- 
' torcable to my Soul; but alas, they are only the 
' +hadows of Ordinances: The Subſtance is gone: 
| 1 „„ Eb 
; Heb, ii. 18. (i) Mut. i. 23. (k) 1 Kings x X. 12. 
c. 15 [m) Pfal, xxxvii 3. (!) Fial, ali, 4. | 


— 
A 
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$5 


fc 


The animating Spirit is fled, and leaves them now at 
beſt but the Image of what I once knew them. 

„ But, Lonp, haſt Thou caft off for ever, and wil! 
Theu be favourable no more (o)! Haſt Thou in awful 
judgment determined, that my Soul muſt be left to 
a perpetua] Winter, the ſad Emblem of Eternal Dark. 


ness? Indeed I deſerve it ſhould be fo. I acknow. 


ledge, O Lord, I deſerve to be caff away from Thy 


* Preſence with Diſdain; to be ſunk lower than I am, 


much lower: ] deſerve to have he Shadow of Death 
en mine Eye-lids (p), and even to be ſurrounded 
with the thick Gloom of the Infernal Priſon. But 
he Thou not raiſed Multitudes who have de/erwved 
like me to be delivered into Chains. of Darkneſs (q), 


to the. Viſions of Thy Glory, above, where no Cloud 


can ever interpoſe between Thee and their rejoicing 
Spirits? Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, have Mercy upon 
e (T) And tho' mine Iniguities have now juſtly caujes 
T hee io hide Thy Face from me (s), yet be Thou rather 
pleaſed, agreeably to che gracious Language of Thy 


Word, to hide Thy Face from my Sins, and to blot out all 


m ne {niquities (t) Chear my Heart with the Tokens 
of Thy returning Favour, and /ay unto wy Soul, I an 
ihy Salvation (u) . | | bake | 
© Remember, O Lord God, remember that dread- 
ful Day, in which Jesus Thy dear Son endured what 
my Sins have deſerved | Remember that Agony, in 
which He pqured out His Soul before Thee, and ſaid, 
My GOD, my G O D, why haſt I hou forſaken me (x)! 
Did He not, O Lord, endure all this, that humble 


* Penitents might thro' Him be brought near unto 


Thee, and might behold Thee with Pleaſure, as their 
Father, and their Gop ?. Thus do I defixe to come 
unto Thee. Bleed Sawipur, art Thou not appointed 
give unto them that mourn in Zion, Beauty for d4jpes, the 


O of Foy for Mourning, and the Garment of Praije for 


the Spirit of Heawineg/s (y]. O waſh away my Tears, 


* anoint 

(a) Pſal. Ixxvi*, 7, (p) Tob. xvi. 16, (9) 2 Pet, ii. 4 

(a, exziti, 3. (s) Ifar, hix. 2. (t) Pſal. Ji. 9. 
(u) Pla!, Xxx ) Matt, xxvii, 46, (y) Kai, 1x3. 3. 
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(c 


(f) 1 
(i) Job xiijs 15. 


(m) Iſai. Xiij. 16. 


4 


»\ Tas 1 
4 4 ai,. xi. 10. 


anoint my Head with th Oil of Glawneſs, and ci 


m7 with the Garments of Salvation (2) / 


'+ Oh that F knew where I might find Thee (a)! Oh 
hat I knew what it is, that has engaged Thee to de- 
part from me] Fam ſtarching and trying my Ways (b) - 
Oh that Thou weuldſt feareh mo, and know my Heut. 
'ry me, and know my Thoughts; and if there be any 
wicked Way in me, diſcover it, and lead me in the Wy 
verlaſting (e); in that Way, in which Þ may fnd Ref 


and. Peace for my Soul (d), and feel the Diſcoveries of 


Thy Love in Chris! 

'* © Gop, wh diaſt command the Light to foine out of 
Darkneſs (e), fpeak but the Word, and Light hail 
dart into my Soul at once! Open thou my Lips, and my 


oath fhall Peau forth thy Praiſe (f), ſhalf burſt out 
into a chearful Song, which ſhall diſplay before thoſe, 


whom my preſent Dejections may have diſcouraged, 
che Pleaſures and Supports of Religion! | 

„ Yet, Lord, on the whole, I ſubmit ts Thy Will. 
If it is thus that my Faith muſt be exercifed, i wwalt- 
ing in Darkneſs for Days, and Months, and; Years to 
come, how long ſoever they may ſeem, how long ſo- 
ever they may be, I will /ubmit. Still will I adore 
thee, as tbe GOD of I1/rael, and the Sawieur, tho! 
7:24 art a GOD that hideft Thyſelf (g) : Stilt will ! 
truft in the Name of the Lord, and ſtay my ſelf upon my 
OO ch); trufting in T hee, tho” Thou flay me (i) and 
2-.iting for Thee, more than they that «watch for the 
biorning, yen, more than they that watch for the 
Morning (K). Peradventure in ibe Evening Time it 
may be Light (I). I know, that Thou haſt ſometimes 
manifeſted Thy Compaſſions to Thy Hing Srrwmants, 
and given them, in the loweſt Ebb of their Natural 
Spirits, a full Tide of Divine Glory, thus turning 
Darkneſs into Light before them (m). So may it 
pleaſe Thee to gild the Valley of the Shadow of Death 


wich the Light of Thy Preſence, when 1 am paſſing 
M R 


3 | „ gro“ 


(a) Job xxiii. 3. 
(d] Jer. vi. 16. 

(g) bai, x'v. 15. 

(c] Pfal, cxxa, 6. 


(b) Lam. iii. 40% 
(e) 2 Cer. iv. 6. 

(h) Iſai. l. 10. 
(+) Zech. x. v. 7. 


P exxxix. 23, 24. 
Pial li. 15. 
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An humble Supplication, &c. Chap. 24. 
thro) it, and to ſtretch forth Thy Rod and Thy Staff to 


comfort me (n), that my Tremblings may ceaſe, ard 
the Gloom may echo with Songs of Praiſe! But if it 


be Thy Sovereign Pleaſure, that Diftreſs and Dark. 


neſs ſhould ſtill continue to the laſt Motion of my 
Pulſe, and the laſt Gaſp of my Breath, Oh Jet it 


ceaſe with the parting Struggle, and bring me to 74a: 


Light which is ſcaun for the Righteous, and to ta- 
Gladne/s which is reſerved for rhe Upright in Heart o; 
to the unclouded Regions of everlaſting Splendor fa 
Joy, where the full Anointings of Thy Spirit ſhall 
be poured out on all Thy People, and Thou wilt no 


more hide 7 hy Face from any of them (p) ! 


„This, Lord, is Thy Salvation fer which ] am wait- 
ing (q); and whilit I feel. the Deſires of My Soul 
drawn out after it, I will never deſpair of obtaining 
it. Continue and increaſe thoſe Defires, and at length 
ſatisfy and exceed them all, re“ ibe Riches of 14 
Grace in Chrifi Jeſus ! Amen,” 


(v) Pal: xxiii.g, (o) pfal. zcvi'. 11. (p) Cseke. xxxix, 29. 


Gen. alix, 18, 
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Chap. 25. The Chriſtian ſhruld exper? Aſhton: 28. 


R 


The CHRISTIAN ſtruggling under great 


ry BY 


and heavy Afflictions. 


Here it is adviſed, (f.) That Aflictions ſhould be expefed. 
$. 1. (2.) That the Righteous Hand of G O D ſhould be: 
acknowledged in them, when they come. &. 2. (3.) 
That they fhould be borne with Patience. F. 3. (4+): 
That the Divine Conduct in them fhould be cordially: 
approved. F. 4. (F.) That Thantfulneſs ſhuuld be main- 
zained in the Mid? of Trials. F. 5. (6.) That the De- 
Jan of Aftlitions fheuld be diligently enquired" into, and” 
all proper Aj fance taken in diſcovering it. F. 6. 
(7 That when it is diſcovered, it hall humbly be 
complied with and anſwered. F. 7. £4 Prayer /uiled to 
Such a Caſe. þ | Tres 


4.1, QINCE May: is born unto Trouble, as the Sparkr: 
Ar upward (a); and Adam has entailed.on all. 
his Race the ſad Inheritance of Calamity in their Way, 
to Death, it will certainly be prudent and neceſſary, 
thi: we ſhould all expect to meet with Trials and 4fBic- . 
one; and that you, Reader, whoever you are, fhould: 
be endeavouring to gird on your Armour, and put your- 
af into a Poſture to encounter thoſe. Trials, which will 
tail to your Lot, as a Man, and a. Chriſtian. Prepare: | 
yourfelFto receive your Afflictions and to,endure them, 
in a Manner agreeable to both thoſe Characters. Ian 
this View, when you ſee others under the Burden, 
conticer how poſhble it is, that you. may be called; 
out to the very fame Difficulties, or ta others, equal to, 
them. Put your Soul, as in the Place of theirs. Think, 
ko you could endure the Load, under which they lie "i 
(a) Job v. 7. 


Ts, 


252 Afiiftions ſhould be patreritly borne, Chap. 25, 
and endeavour at once, to comfort them, and toſtrengthen 
your own Heart; or rather pray, that Gop would do ir, 
And obſerving how liable mortal Life is to ſuch Sor- 
rows, moderate your Expectations from it; raiſe your 
Thoughts above it; and form your Schemes of Happi- 
neſs, only for that World, where they cannot be diſap- 
pointed: In the mean Time, bleſſing Gop, that your 


Proſperity is lengthened out thus far, and aſcribing it 


to His ſpecial Providence, that you continue fo long 


rnwoanded, when ſo many Showers of Arrows are fly- 
ing around you, and fo many are falling by them, on 
the Right Hand, and on. the Left. 

$. 2. Warn at length your Turn comes, as it cer- 
tainly will, from the 0 Hour in which an Affliction 
ſeizes you, realize to yourſelf rhe Hand of GOD in it, and 
loie not the View of Him in any Second Cauſe, which 
may have. proved the immediate Occafion. Let it be 
your firſt Care, to bumble yourſelf under the mighty Hand 
4 GOD,.that He may exalt you in due Time-(Þ). Own 
that He is ju/? in all that is brought upon you (c, and that 
in all theſe Things, He punijbes you leſs than your Tniqui- 
tes herbe (d). Compoſe yourſelf ro bear His Hand 


with Patience, to glorify His Name by a Submithon to 


His Will, and to fall in with the gracious Defigrr of this 
V:fitaton, as well as to wait the Iflue of it quietly, 
whatfoeyer the Event may be. 

F. 3. Now that Paliance may haue its: pere Wok 
(e), reſſect frequently, and deeply, upon your own 
Meanneſs and Sinfulneſs. Conſider, how often every 
Mercy has been forfeited; and every Judgment deſerved. 
And'copfider too, how. Tong the Patience of Gop hath 
borne with you, and how wonderfully it is ſtill exerted 
towards you; and indeed, not only His Patience, but 
Flis Bounty too. Afflicted as you are, (for I ſpeak to 

bu now as actually under the Preſfare) Took round and 
Nee your remaining Mereies, and be gratefully ſen- 
Able of them. Make the Suppoſition of their being re- 
moped: What if Gop ſhould ftretch our His Hand 
4 againſh you, and add Fbverty to Pain, or Pain to Po- 
vert, or the Loſs of Priends to both; or the Death ot 
: | ; v {urs 
5 (5) 1 pet. v. 6, (e) Nel. ix, 31 (a) Er. ix, 3 

{e) Jame. i 4. 
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ſurviving Friends to that of thoſe whom you are now: 
mourning over; would net the Wound be more griev- 
ous? Adore his Goodneſs, that this is not the Caſe; 
and take heed, leſt your Unthankfulneſs ſhould provoke 
Him to multiply your Sorrows. Confider alſo, the 
Need you have of Diſcipline; how wholeſome it may 
prove to your Souls, and what merciful Deſigns our 
Heavenly Father has, in all the Corrections He ſends 
upon His Children. n 5 

94. Nay I wilb add, That in Conſequence of all 
theſe Conſiderations it may well be expected, not only 
that you ſhould. ſubmit to your Afflictions as what you 
cannot avoid, but that you ſhould /wweetly acquiz/ce in 
hem, and approve them; that you ſhould not only juſtify, 
but glorify Gon in ſending them; that you ſhould glo- 
ify Him with your Heart, and with your Lips tov. 
Think not Praz/e unſuitable on ſuch an Oeccafion ; nor 
think that Praiſe alone to be ſuitable, which takes its 
Riſe from- remaining Comforts: But know. that it is 
your Duty, not 0 to be thankful in your Mlicions, 
but to be thankful ow Account of them. 

4. 5. Gop Himſelf has ſaid, In every Thing give 
Thanks (f); and he has taught His Servants to ſay, 274 
alſo wwe glory in Tribulation (g). And. moſt certain it is, 
that to true Believers they. are Inſtances of Divine Mer- 
cy; for avhom the Lord laweth He chaſtencth, and /conrg- 
eth every Son, whom He receiveth, with peculiar and diſ- 

tinguiſhed Endearment (h). View your preſent Afflic- 
tions in this Light, as Chaſti/ements of” Lowe. and then 
let your own Heart ſay, whether Love does-not demand 
Praiſe. Think with yourſelf, * It is thus that Gop is 

making me conformable to His own Son; it is thus 
that he is training me up for compleat Glory. Thus 
Ile kills my Corruptions; thus He ſtrengthens my 
Graces; thus He is wiſely contriving to bring me 
nearer to Himſelf, and to ripen: me for the Honours 
of His Heavenly Kingdom. It is, / Need be, that 7 
am in Heawine/s (i); and He ſurely knows what that 
Need is, better than I can pretend to teach Him; 
and knows what peculiar Propriety there is in this 
Afliction, to anſwer my preſent Neceſſity, and 
if) 1 Theſ. Vs 18. (8) Rom, Ve 3. $) Heba xii. 6, (3) 1 Pet. i. 6. 
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254 Cure to be taken to anſwer ts Deion, Chap. 25, 


do me that peculiar Good which he is graciouſly 


* intending me by it. This Fyibulation ſhall work P. 
* Hence, and Patience Experience, and Experience a more 


aſſured Hope; even a Hope which Hall net make a- 
* /hamed, while the Love of GOD i fhed abroad in my 


* Heart (k), and ſhines thro! my Affliction, like the 
Sun thro''a 2 deſcending Cloud, darting in 
6 


Light upon the Shade, and mingling Fruitfulneſs 
With Weeping.” Ne | | 
$. 6. Lr it be then you earneſt Care, while you 


thus look on your Affliction, whatever it may be, as 
coming from the Hand of 'Gop, to improve it to 1h. 
Purpojes for which it ava, ſent. - And that you may ſo 
improve it, let it be your firſt Concern, to &now what 
thoje Purpo/es are. Summon up all the Attention of 
your Soul, to Sr the Red, and Him auh hath appointed 


it (1); and pray earneſtiy, that you may underſtand its. 


Voice. Examine your Life, your Words, and your 


Heart; and pray, that Gop would ſo guide your En- 
quiries, that you may return wnto the Lord that ſmiterh 


yea (m). To aſſiſt you in this, calb in the Help of pious 


Friends, and particularly of your. Miniſters: Intreat, 
not only their Prayers, but their Advices too, as to the 


probable Deſign of Providence; and encourage them 


freely to tell you any Thing which occurs te their 
Minds upon this Head. And if ſuch an Occaſion ſhould 
lead them to touch upon ſome of the Imperfections of 
your Character and Conduct, look upon it as a great 
Token of their Friendſhip, and take it, not only pa- 
tiently, but "thankfully. It does but ill become a. 
Chriſtian, at ary Time, to reſent Reprooſs and Ad- 
Monitions; and leaft of all does it become bim, when 
the Rebukes of bis Heavenly Father are upon him. 
He ought rather, to ſeck Admonitiens, at ſuch a Pime 
as this, and voluntarily offer his Wounds to be ſearebed 
by a faithful and ſrilful Hand. * 1 
Fg. 7. And when by one Means or anotÞer, you have 
ot a Ray of Light to direct you in the Meaning and 
Laos vage of ſach'Difpenſations, take heed, that you 47 
16, in any Degree, harden yourſelf again GOD, and 


avi if , 


« (+) Roms Fs 3: 4x 5 1 Mic. vi. vn (m) Lai, 1. 13. 


Chap. 25+ and reform what bath been amiſs. 25 
walk contrary to him (n). Obſtinate Reluctance to the: 
apprehended Defign of any Providential Stroke is inexy 

pre//ibly provoking to Him. Set yourſelf therefore to an 
immediate Reformation of whatever you diſcover amiſs ;: 


and labour to learn the general Leſſons of greater Sub- 


miffion to Gop's Will, of a more calm.Indifference. to 
the World, and of a cloſer Attachment to Divine Con- 
verſe, and to the Views of an approaching inviſtble State. 
And whatever particular Proportion or Correſpondence: 
you may obſerve, between this or that Circumſtance in 
your Affliction, and your former Tranſgreſſions, be elx- 
pecially careful to ac according to that more peculiar 
and Expreſs Voice of the Rod. Then you may perhaps 
have ſpeedy: and remarkable Reaſon to ſay, that ir hath 
been good for you that you have been afiifed (o); and with: 
a Multitude of others, may learn to number the Times 
of your ſharpeſt Trials, among the ſweeteſt and the molt 
exalted Moments of your Life. For this Purpoſe, let 
Prayer be your frequent Employment; and let ſuch Sen- 
timents as theſe, if not in the very ſame Terms, be ol - 
ten and affectionately poured ont before Gov; _ 


An humble ADDRESS 7% GOD, under the Preſſures of © 


heavy Afliction. | 


6 Trov ſupreme, yet all righteous and gracious; 
Q © Governor of the whole Votre! Mean and: 
_*« inconſfiderable as this little Province of Thy ſpacious - 
Empire may appear, Thou. doit not diſregard the 
Earth and its Inhabitants ;. but attendeſt to its Con- 
'* cerns with the moſt condeſcending and gracious 
'* Regards, Thou reig neſt, and I rejgice in it, as it is in- 
** deed Matter of uni verſal Foy (p). I believe Thy 
'* univerſal Providence and Care; and I firmly believe 
hy wiſe, holy, and kind Interpoſitiom in every 
Thing which relates to me, and to the Circumſtances 
ef my Abode in this World. I Would look thro' all 
inferior Cauſes unto Thee, whoſe Eyes are upon all 
'* Thy Creatures; to Thee, who. forme/t Light, and 
© createft Darkneſs, who mateft- Peace, and createſt E 
(4); to Thee, Lord, who at Thy Pleaſure canſt ex- 
| | M6 N * change : 
) Lev. i. a1. lo) Pfal. cxix. 71, le] Pal. xc. 1. 


{4} ILi. Air. 7. 
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258 An bumble Auureſi to GO Chapi 25. 
* change the one for the other, eanſt turn the brighteſt, 
7 2 into Midnight, and the darkeſt Midnight into 
| oon. | | 
O Thou-wiſe and merciful Governor of the World! 
have often ſaid, Thy Will bs dons: And now, Thy 
« Will is painful to me. But ſhall I upon that Account 
*© unſay what I have fo often ſaid? G0 D forbid! I 
* come rather to lay myſelf down àt Thy Feet, and to 
4% declare my full and free Submiſſion to all Thy Sacred 
« Pleaſure. O Lord, Thow art Juſt and Righteous in 
* all! acknowledge in Thy venerable and awful Pre- 
4 ſance, that I have deſerved this, and Ten Thouſand 
« Times more (r); I acknowledge, that it is of Thy 
Mercy, that I am not utterly conſumed (s), and that 
* any the leaſt Degree of Comfort yet remains. © Lord, 
I moſt readily confeſs that the Sins of one Day ef my 
Life have merited all theſe Chaſtiſements; and that 
% every Day of my Life, hath: been more or leſs ſinful. 
% Smite therefore, O Thou rde Judge ! and I will 
% {till adore Thee, that inſtead of the Sconrge, Thou 
_ ** haft not given a Commiſſion to the Sword, to do all 
* the dreadful. Work of Juſtice,. and to pour out my 
** Blood in Thy Preſence: 

But ſhall I ſpeak unto Thee, only as my Judge? 
„O Lord, Thou haſt taught me a tenderer Name; 
Thou condeſcendeſt to call Thy ſelf ½ Father, and to 
** ſpeak of Correction as the Effex of Thy Love. O 
* welcome, welcome, thoſe Afflictions, which are the 
% Tokens of Thy Parental Affection, the Marks of my 
»* Adoption into Thy Family! Thou knoweſt what 
* Diſcipline I need. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord, that Bundle 
* of Folly, which there is in the Heart of Thy poor 
* froward and thoughtleſs Child; and knoweſt, aua 
* Rods, and what Strokes are xeedful to drive it away. 
I would therefore be in humble Subjection to the Father 
„ Spirits, who chaſfteneth me for my Profit ; would be 78 
„ Subjeftion to Him, and live (t). I would bear Thy 
Strokes, not merely becauſe I cannot refift them, but 
* hecauſe I love and truſt in Thee. I would: ſweet!y 
&* acquic/ce and reſt in Thy Will, as well as ſtoop to it; 

and would ſay, Cœsd is the Word of Lord (u): And1 

N „ deſire 
6) Ezr. ix. 13. (+) Lam. iii. 22. (t) Heb, xii, 9, 10. 
4% 4 Kings. xx 19. 
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defire that not only my Lips, but my Soul may ac- 


«« quiefce,” Yet, Lord, I would praiſe Thee, that Thow 


{3 


wilt ſhew fo much Regard to me, as to apply ſuch 


Remedles as theſe to the Diſeaſes of my Mind, and 


art thus kindly careful to train me up for Glory. I 


have no Objection againſt being afflicted, againſt 
being aMiQted in this particular Way. The Cup aubich 
my Father puts into mine Hand, ſhall I not drink it (x)? 
By Thine Affiſtance and Support I wit. Only be 
pleaſed, O Lord, to ſtand by me, and ſomerimes to 


grant me a favourable Look in the Midſt of my Suf- 


ferings! Support my Soul, I beſeech Thee, by Th 

Confolatibia mingled with my Tribulation ; and I 
ſhall glory in thoſe Tribulationr, that are thus allayed ! 
it has been the Experience of many, who have re- 
flected on affficted Days with Pleaſure, and have ac- 
knowledged that their Comforts: have ſwallowed up 
their Sorrows. And after all that Thau haft done, 
are Thy Mercies reſtrained (y)? I Thy Hand waxed 
Sort (z) or canſt Thou not Mill do the fame for me? 
If my Heart be leſs tender, leſs ſenſible, Thou 
canſt cure that Diſorder, and canſt make this Afflic- 
tion the Means of curing it. Thus let it be; and at 
length in Thine own due Time, and in the Way 
Which Thou ſhalt chaſe, work out Deliverance for 
me; and few me. T hy marvellous Lowing-Kinuneſs,' O 


* Thou that ſaveſt by Thy Right Hand them thut put their 


Truft in Thee (a) “ For I well know, that how dart 
ſoever this Night of Affliction ſeem, if Thou ſayeſt, 


Let there be Light, there /hall be Light. But I would 


urge nothing, before the Time Thy Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ſhall appoint. 'I am much more concerned 


chat my Afflictions may be ſanctiſied, than that they 


may be removed, Number me, O Gop, among the 
happy Perſons, whom whilſt Thou chaſtenc/t, Thou 
teacheſt out of Thy Law (b) Shew me, I beſeech 
Thee, wherefore Thou contendeſt with me (e); and 
purify me by the Fire, which ig ſo painful to me, 


while I am paſting thro? it! Doſt Thou not chaſter 
cc Thy 


(1) John xvii, 11. (y) Iſai. Iii, 15. (2) Numb. xi. 25, 
1 } Paal. Nui. 7. (b) Pſal. xciv. 142. (e) Job X. Jo 


258 An humble Addreſs to GOD, &c. Chap. 25. 
*© {oy Children for this very End, that. tbey man be Par- 
« taters of Thy Holineſs (d).“ Thou knoweſt, O Gon, 
it is this my Soul is breathing after. I am Partaker 
«* of thy. Bounty, every Day and Moment of Life: I 
« am Partaker of Thy Goſpel, and J hope, in fome 
„ Meaſure too, a Partaker of the Grace of it operating 


* on my Heart: Oh may it operate more and more, 


«< that I may largely partake of Thine Holineſs too; that 


T1 my come nearer and nearer in the Temper of my 


„% Mind. to Thee, O bleſſed God, the ſupreme Model 
of Perfection! Let my Soul be (as it were) melted, 
** tho? with the intenſeſt Heat of the Furnace, if I may. 
but thereby be made fit for being delivered into the 
„ Mold of Thy Goſpel, and bearing Thy bright and. 
“ amiable Image! | | 5 | 

„O Lord, my Soul longeib for Thee ; it crieth out for. 
« the /iining GOD (ce)! In Thy Preſence, and under 
the Support of that Love, I can bear any Thing; 
„% and am willing to bear it, if I may grow more lovely 
in Thine Eyes, and more meet for Thy Kingdom. 
« 'The Days of my Affliction will have an End; the 
** Hour will at length come, when 7 hou wilt wipe anvay 
* al] my Tears (f). The it tarry, I would wait for it 
* (g). My fooliſh Heart, in the Midſt of all its Trials, 
is ready to grow fond of this Earth, diſappointing 
and grievous as it is: And gracioufly, O Gov, doſt 
Thou deal with me, in breaking theſe Bonds that 
« would tie me faſter to it. O let my Soul be girding 
« itſelf up, and (as it were) ſtretching its Wings in Ex- 
„ peRtation of that bleſſed Hour, when it ſhall drop all 
its Sorrows and Incumbrances at once, and ſoar 
«« away to expatrate with infinite Delight in the Re- 
% gions of Liberty, Peace, and Joy! Amen.“ 


(a) Heb zii. 10. (le) Pal. IxxXiv. 2. (i) Rer. xx). 4. 
4s) Bab. ii. 3. . 1 | 
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The CarisTian affiſted in examining into- 


The Examination important. F. 1. 


8 


— 


E H A P. XXVII. 
5 his Growth. in. Grace. 


Growth to be avoided. F. 2. True Marks propoſed ;. 


fuch as, (1.) Increaſing Love to GOD. F. 3. (2.) 


Henewolence to Men. F. 4. (3+) Candour of Diſpoſition: . 
$. 5. (4. Meekneſs under Injuries. F. 6. (54) Se- 
werity amid/? the Uncertainties of Lift. $, 7. (6.). 
Humility, F. 8. eſpecially as expreſſed. in Evangelical, 
Kxercijes of Mind towards Chriſti and the Spirit. F. 9. 
7.) Zeal for the Divine Homour. F. 10. (8.) Ha- 
bitual and chearful Willingneſs to exchange Worids,, 


 vhenever GOD all appoint it. F. 11. Conclu- 


fon. F. 12. The Chriſtian. breathing after Growth. 


in Grace. 


«0; T F by Divine Crace you have been born again, 


not of corruptible Sced, but of incorruptible (a), 


ven by that Word of GOD, which. liveth and abideth. 


r ever, not only ia the World and the Church, but in 


particular Souls in which it is ſown; you will, as ne- 
born Babes, defare the fincere Milk. af the Word, that you 
ay grow thereby (b). And tho” in the moſt advanced 
>:ate of Religion on Earth, we are but Infants, in Com- 
pariſon of what we hope to be, when in the Heavenly, 
World, we arrive unto a pere? Man, wnto the Meaſure of 
he Stature of. the Fulns/s of Chriſt (c), yet:as we have. 


'ome Exerciſe of a ſanctified Reaſon, we ſhall be ſos, : 


eitous that we may. be growing and thriving Infants, 


4nd you my Reader, if /o be you, have taſſed that. the Lord 


is 


3 


(a) 1 Pet. i. as. (b) 1 Pet, Ul. 2, le) ph. ive 230 


Falſe Marks of: 
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260 Cantimragainft falſe Marks e Growth. Ch. 28. 
is gracious (d), will, I doubt not, feel this Solicitude, 
I would therefore endeavour to aſſiſt you in making the 
Enquiry, whether Religion be on the Advance in your 
Soul. And here, I ſhalf warn you againſt ſome asse 
Marks of Growth; and then, ſhall endeavour to lay 
down others on which you may depend as more ſolid.— 
In this View I would obſerve, that you are not to mea- 
ſure your Growth in Grace, only or chiefly by your Ad- 
vances in Knowledge, or in Zeal, or any other paſſion- 
ate Impreſſion of the Mind; no, nor by the Fervour of 
Devotion alone; but by the Habitual Determination of 
the Will fer GOD, and by your prevailing Diſpoſition to 
obey bis Commands, to Jubmit to his Diſpeſals, and to /ub- 
erde his Schemes in the World, | 

$. 2. Ir muſt be allowed, that Knowledge, and Aic- 
tion in Religion, are indeed de/irable. Without forme 
Degree of the former, Religion cannot be rational ; and 
it is very reaſonable to believe, thatwithont ſome Degree 
of the latter, that it cannot be /axcere; in Creatures whoſe 
Natures are conſtituted like ours. Vet there may be a 
great deal of Speculative Knowitdge, and a great deal of 
rnfturous Action, where there is no true Religion at all; 
and therefore much more, where there is no advanced 
State in it. The Exerciſe of our rational Faculties, up- 
on the Evidences of Divine Revelation, and upon * 
Declaration of it as contained in Scripture, may furniſh 
4 every wicked Man with a well- digeſted Body of ortho- 
dox Divinity in his Head, when not one ſingle Doc- 
trine of it has ever reached his Heart. An eloquent 
Deſcriptian of the Sufferings of Carr, of the Solem- 
nities of Judgment, of the Joys of the Bleffed, and the 
Miſeries of the Damned, might move the Breaſt even 
of a Man who did not firmly believe them; as we often 
find ourſelves ſtrongly moved by well wrought Narra- 
tions, or Diſcourſes, which at the ſame Time we know 
to have their Foundation in Fition. Natural Conſti- 
tution, or ſuch accidental Cauſes as are ſome of them 
too low to be here mentioned, may ſupply the Eyes 
with a Flood of Tears, which may diſcharge itſelf 
plenteouſly upon almott- any Occafion that ſhall firſt 
ariſe, And a proud Impatience of Contradiction, di- 


| realy 
(6) 1 Pet. ii. 3» F : 


Chap. 26. One true Mark is Love G0 D. hr 

ry oppeſite as it is to the gentle Spirit of Chriſti- uh: 
anity, may make a Man's Blood boil, when he hears the it: 
*,otions he has entertained, and eſpecially thoſe which Ti! 
1c has openly and vigorouſly efpouſed, diſputed and 1 
oppoſed. This may poſſibly lead him, in Terms of 1 
ſtrong Indignation, to pour out his Zeal and his Rage 1 
befort Go, in a fond Conceit, that as the Gop of 
Pruth, He is the Pattern of thoſe favourite Doctrines, 
by whoſe fair Appearances perhaps he himſelf is miſled. 
And if thefe fpeculative Refinements, or theſe affec- 
dionate Sallies of the Mind, be conſiſtent with a total 
Abtence of true Religion, they are much more appa- 
ently couſiſtent with a very low Eſtate of it. I would. 
cefire to lead you, my Friend, into ſublimer Notions, 
and juſter Marks; and refer you to other Practical 
Writers, and above all to the Book of Gon, to prove! 
how material they are. I would therefore intreat you, 
to bring your own” Heart to anſwer, as in the Prefence: 
of Go, to ſuch Eaquiries as threſdGmQ. 

F. 3. Do you find -** Divine Lowe, on the whole, ad- 
Dancing in your Saul? Do you feel yourſelf more 
and more ſenſible of the Preſence af Gos; and; does that 
Senſe grow more: delightful to you, than it formerly 

was? Can you, even when your natural Spirits are 

weak and low, and you are not in any Frame for 
the Ardours. aud Extaſies of Devotion, nevertheleſs. 
find a pleaſing Reſt, a calm Repoſe of Heart, in tho 
Thought that Gon is near you, and that he fees tlie 
ſecret Sentiments of your Soul; while you are, as it 
were, labouring up the Hill, and cafting a longing Eye 
towards Him, tho“ you cannot fay you enjoy. any ſen- 
{ible Communications from Him? Is it agreeable to you | 
to open your Heart to his Inſpection and Regard, to 1 
preſent it to Him laid bare of every Diſguiſe, and to ſay 1 
with Dravid; Thea, Lord, knoweſt thy Servant (e) Do _ VS 
you find a growing Eſteem and Approbation of that | 
Sacred Law of Gon, which is the Tranſcript of His {RIA 
moral Perfections? Do you inwardly: tem all bis Pre- J 
er concerning. all Things to be right (f) Do you diſ- 11 

cern, not only the Neeeffity,. but the Reafonableneſs, 
the Beauty, the Pleaſure of Obedience; and feel a gro-＋- 


ing 


fe) 2 Sam. vii. 20. (0) Pfal. cxix, 128. 
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ing Scorn and Contempt of. 25 E which may 
be offered as the Price of yo 160Tence, and would 
tempt you to ſacrifice or to Wy zart your Imtereit in the 
Divine Favour and Friendſhip 7 Do vou hnd an ingenu- 
ous Deſire to pleaſe Gop; not anly, becanle He is ſo 


powerful, and has ſo many good and io many evil Things 
entirely at his Command; but from a Veneration of His 
moiſt amiable Nature and; Character? And do you find 
our Heart habitually reconciled to a moſt humble Sub- 
jection, both to his commanding, and to his dijpoſing 
Will? Do you perceive, that your own Will is now 
more ready and diſpoſed, in every Circumſtance, to bear 
the Yoke, and to ſubmit to the Divine Determination, 
whatever he appoint to be borne or forborne ? Can you 
in Patience poſſeſs your Soul (g)! Can you maintain a 
more ſteady Calmneſs and Serenity, when Gop is ſtrik- 
ing at your deareſt Enjoyments in this World, and act- 
ing moſt directly cogtrary to your preſent J ntereſts, to 
your natural Paſhons and Defires ? If you can, it is a 
moſt certain and noble Sign, that Grace is tn vp in 
you to a very vigorous State. 
$. 4. Examine allo, ©* what Affection you find in 
your Heart towards thoſe who are round about you, and 
* towards the reſt of Mankind in general. — Do you 
find your Heart overflow with andiſlembled and unre- 
ſtrained Benevolence? Are you more ſenſible than you 
once were, of thoſe moſt endearing Bonds which unite. 
all Men, and eſpecially all Chriſtians, into one Com- 
munity.; which make them Brethren and Fellow Citi- 
zens? Do all the unfriendly Paſſions die and wither in 
your Soul, while the kind ſocial Affections grow and 
kirengthen And tho” Se//7-Lowe was never the reigning: 
Paſſion, fince you became a true Chriſtian ; yet as ſome 
Remainders of it are ſtill coo ready to work inwardly, 
and to ſhew themſelves, eſpecially as ſudden Occaſions 
ariſe, do you perceive that you get Ground of them? 
Do you think of yourſelf only as one of a great Num- 
ber, whoſe particular Intereſts and Concerns are of little 
Importance when compared with thoſe of the Commu- 
unity, and ought by all Means, on all Occaſions, to be 


en to them ? 
5. 5. REFLECT 


Chap. 26. Charity and Meefneſt. 262 

$. 5. RrFINZer eſpecially “ on the Temper of your 
Mind towards theſe, whom an unſanctiße Heart might 
be ready to imagine, it had me juſt Excuſe for ex- 
cepting out of the Lift of thoſe it owes, and towards 
'* whom you are ready to feel a ſecret Averſion, or at 
© leaſt an Alienation from them.“ How does your 
Mind ſtand affected towards 7ho/e zvho differ from you in 
their Religious Sentiments and Practices? 1 do not ſay 
that Chriſtian Charity will require you, to think every 
Error harmleſs. It argues no Want of Love to a Friend 
in ſome Caſes, to fear leit his Diforder ſhould prove more 
fital than he ſeems to imagine ; nay ſometimes, the very 
Jenderneſs of Friendſhip may increaſe that Apprehen- 
gon. But to hate Perſons becauſe we think they are 
miſtaken, and to aggravate every Difference in Judg- 
ment or Practice into a fatal and damnable Error, that 


deſtroys all Chriſtian Communion and Love, is a Symp-' | 


tom generally much worſe than the Evil it condemns. -- 


Do you love the Image of Car1sT in a Perſon, who 


thinks himſelf obliged in Conſcience to profeſs and“ 


worſhip in a Manner different from yourſelf? Nay far- 
ther, can you love and honour that which is truly ami- 
able and excellent in thoſe, in whom much is defective; 


za thoſe, in whom there is a Mixture of Bigottry and 


Narrowneſs of Spirit, which may lead them perhaps to 
light, or even to cenſure you? Can you love hem, as 
the Diſciples and Servants of C Hals r, who thro? a miſ- 
taken Zeal may be ready to caſt out your Name as eil 
(h), and to warn others againſt you as a dangerous Per- 
on? This is none of the leaſt Triumphs of Charity, nor 
any deſpicable Evidence of an Advance in Religion. 


F. 6. And, on this Head, reflect farther, ** how can 


There is a certain Hardineſs 


you bear Injuries??? 


of Soul in this Reſpect, which argues a confirmed State 


in Piety and Virtue. Does every Thing of this Kind hurry 
and ruffle you, ſo as to put you on Contrivances, how 
you may recompenſe, or at leaſt, how you may dif-- 
grace and expoſe him, who has done you the Wrong ? 
Or can you ſtand the Shock calmly, and eafily divert 
your Mind to other Objects, only (when you recolle& 
theſe Things, ) pitying and praying for thoſe, who wm 


(h) Luke vi. 22, 


7 


4 
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the worſt Tempers and Views are aſſaulting you? This 


13 + CH- lile Tempar indeed, and he will own ittas ſuch; 
will own you as one of his Soldiers, as owe of his He- 
roes; eſpecially it it riſes ſo fan, as in ſtead of being ewer- 
come of Fwil, to owercome Evid with Good (i). Watch 
over your Spirit, and over your Tongue, when Iajuries 
are offered; and ſee whether you be ready to meditate 
upon them, to aggravate them to yc urſelf, to complain 
of them to others, and to lay on all the Load of Blame 
that you in Juſtice can: Or, whether you be ready to 
put the kindef-Conftraftion upon the Offence, to ex- 
cuſe it as far as Reaſon will allow, and (where after alt, 
i will wear a black aud odious Aſpect) to forgive it, 
heartily to forgive it, and that even before any Sub- 
miflion is made, or Pardon aſked; and in Token of the 
Sincerity of that Forgiveneſs, to be contriving what 
can be done, by ſome Benefit or other towards the in- 
jurious Perſon, to teach him a better Temper. 

$- 7, Examine farther, © with Regard" to the other 
Exils and Calamitier of Life, and even with Regard to- 
its Uncertainties, how can you bear them? Bo you 
find your Soul is in this Reſpect gathering Strength?“ 
Have you fewer foreboding Fears and ok, we 
Alarms, than you once had, as to what may hap — in 
Life? Can you truſt the Wikio aud Gandneſs © of Gon, 
to order your Affairs for you, with more Complacency 
and Chearfulneſs than formerby ? Do you find, you are 
able to unite your Thoughts more in furveying preſent 
 Circumflances, that you may collect immediate Duty 
from them, tho? you know not what Gop will next 
appoint or call yon to? And when you feel the Smart 
of Affliction, do you make a lefs Matter of it? Can you 
transfer your Heart more eaſily to Heavenly and Pi- 
vine Objects, without an anxious Solicitude, whether 

this or that Burthen be removed, fo it may but be ſanc- 

tified co promote your Communion with Gop and your 
Ripenels tor Glory ? 

F. 8. Exammeu alſo, * whether you adwance in Hu- 
& mility.” — [his is a ſilent, but moſt: excellent Grace; 
and they who are moſt eminent in ir, are deareſt to Go p, 
and moſt. fit for the Communications of kis Preſence to 


them, Do you then feel your Mind more emptied of 
proud 


(i) Rom. *i!, 21, 
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proud and haughty Imaginations ; not prone ſo much to 
took back upon paſt Services, Which ät has performed, 
as forward to thoſe which are yet before you, and in- 
ward upon the remaining Imperfections of your Heart? 


Do you more tenderly obſerve your daily Slips and 


Miſcarriages, and find yourſelf difpoſed to mourn over 
thoſe Things before the Lord, that once paſſed with 
you as ſlight Matters; tho' when you come to ſurvey 
them, as in the Preſence of Gon, you find they 
were not wholly involuntary, or free from Guilt? Do 
you feel in your Breaſt a deeper Apprebenſion of the 
infinite Majeſty of the Blefled Gon, and of the Glory 
of his Natural and Moral Perfections; fo as, in Conſe- 
quence of thefe Views, to perceive yourſelf (as it were) 
annihilated in his Preſence, and to ſhrink into % than 
Nothing, and Vanity (k)? If this be your Temper, Gop 
will Jook upon you with peculiar Favour, and will viſit 
vou more and more with the diſtinguiſned Bleflings of 
his Grace; “ | 

F. 9. Pur there is another great Branch and Effi of 
Clrifian Humility, which it would be an unpardonable 
Negligence toomit. Let me therefore farther enquire : 
Are you more frequently renewing your Application, your 
nncere, fteady, "determinate Application, 40 he Righte- 
_ 01/ns/s and Blood of CHRIST, as being fenfible hew un- 
worthy you are to appear before God, otherwiſe than in 
Him? And do the remaining Corruptions of your Heart 
humble you before him, tho' the Diforders of your Life 
are in a great Meaſure cured? Are you more earncht Yo 
:btain the quickening Influences of the Holy SIR ITF; and 
have you ſuch a'Senfe-of your own Weaknels, as to en- 
gage you to depend, in all the Duties you perform, upon 
the Communications of his Grace to Help your Jnftreni- 
47e ()? Can you, at the Cloſe of your moſt religious, 
exemplary, and uſeful Days, bluſh before Gop 2 the 
Defi cieneies of them, white others perhaps may be ready 
to admire and extol your Condutt? And while you give 
:he Glory of all that has been right to Him, from whom 
the Strength and Grace has been derived, are you coming 
9 the Blood of Sprinkling, to free you from the Guilt 


nich mingles itſelf even with the beſt of your Services? 


Do you learn to receive the Bounties of Providence, not 
| only 
(K) Iſai. Al. 27. (Rom. viii. 26. 
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only with 'Thankfulneſs as coming from Gop, but with 
a Mixture of Shame and Confuſion too, under a Conſci- 
ouſneſs that you do not deſerve them, and are continually 


forfeiting them ? And do you juſtify Providence in your 


Afflictions and Diſappointments, even while many are 
flouriſhing around you in the full Bloom of Proſperity, 
whoſe Offences have been more viſible at leaſt, and more 
notorious than yours? 

$. 10. Do you alſo advance in Zeal and Afivity, 
% for the Service of GOD, and the Happine/s of Man- 
« kind?” — Does your Love ſhew itſelt ſolid and fin- 
cere, by a continual Flow of good Works from it.? Can 
you view the Sorrows of others with tender Compaſſion, 
and with Projects and Contrivances what you may do 
to relieve them? Do you feel in your Breaſt, that you 


are more frequently deviſing liberal I hings (m), and ready 


to wave your own Advantage or Pleaſure that you may 
accompliſh them ? Do you find your Imaginations teem- 
ing (as it were) with Conceptions and Schemes, for the 
Advancement of the Cauſe and Intereſt of ChRISrH in 
the World, for the Propagation of his Goſpel, and for 
the Happineſs of your Fellow- Creatures? And do you 
not only pray, but act for it; act in ſuch a Manner, as 
to ſhew that you pray in earneſt, and feel a Readineſs io 
do what little you can in this Cauſe, even tho? others, 
who might, if they pleaſed, very conveniently do a vaſt 
deal more, ail do nothing? 

F. 11. Ax p, not to enlarge upon this copious Head, 
reflect once more, how your Agections ſtand, with Re- 
„ gard to this World, and anotber? — Are you more 
deeply and praQtically convinced of the Vanity of theſe 
Things which are ſeen, and are Temporal (n)? Do you 
perceive your Expectations from them, and your Attach- 
ments to them, to diminiſh ? Vou are willing to ſtay in 
this World, as long as your Father pleaſes; and it is right 
and well: But do you find your Bonds fo looſe ned to it, 
that you are willing, heartily willing, to leave it at the 
thorteſt Warning; ſo that if Go» ſhould ſee fit to fum- 
mon you away on a ſudden, tho” it ſhould be in the Miot 
of your Enjoyments, Purſuits, ExpeQations, and Hopes, 
you would cordially conſent to that Remove; without 
laying, ** Lord, let me ſtay a little while longer, . en 

* Joy 
(m) Iſai, xxxii. 8, (u) 2 Cor, iv. 28, 
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joy this or that agreeable Entertainment, to finiſh this 
or that Scheme?” Can you think with an habitual 
Calmneſs and hearty Approbation, if ſuch be the Divine 
Pleaſure of waking no more when you lie down on your 
Bed, of returning Home no more when you go out of 
your Houſe? And yet, on the other Hand, how great 
tocver the Burthens of Life are, do you find a Willing- 
nels to hear them, in Submiiſion to the Will of your 
Heavenly Father, tho? it ſhould be to many future Years ; 
and tho' they ſhould be Years of far greater Affliction, 
than you have ever yet ſeen? Can you ſay calmly and 
ſteadily, if not with ſuch Overflowings of tender Affec- 
tions as you could deſire, Behold, by Servant, thy 
** Child, is n Thine Hand, do with me as ſeemeth good in 


** thy Sight (o) / My Will is melted into Thine; to be 


lifted up or laid down, to be carried out or brought 
in, to be here or there, in this or that Circumſtance, 
juſt as Thou pleaſeſt, and as ſhall bett ſuit with Thy 
great extenſive Plan, which it is impoſſible that I, or 
'+ ail the Angels in Heaven, ſhould mend.“ 

$. 12. Tygss, if I underſtand Matters aright, are 
ſome of the moſt ſubſtantiai Evidences of Growth and 
Fitabliſhment in Religion. Search after them: Bleſs 
Cop for them, ſo far as you diſcover them in yourſelf ; 
and ſtudy to advance in them daily, under the Influences 
of Divine Grace, to which I heartily recommend you, and 
to which ] intreat you frequently to recommend yourſelf, 


Toe CHRISTIAN Greathing earneſtly after Growth 
in Grace. 3 


4 T ko ever bleſſed Fountain of Natural and 
Spiritual Life! L thank Thee, that I live, and 

* know the Exerciſes and Pleaſures of a Religious Life. 
© 1 bleſs Thee, that Thou haſt infuſed into me Thine 
” own vital Breath, tho? I was once dead in Tre/paſſes 
and Sins (p); ſo that I am become, in a Senſe peculiar 
| to Thine own Children, a living Soul (q). But it is 
mine earneſt Deſire, that I may not only live, but 
grab 3. grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge f my 
Led and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt (r), upon an Acquain- 
tance with whom my Progreſs in it fo evidently de- 
'* pers! In this View I kumbly intreat Thee, that 
7 | „ 

%) 2 Sam, xv, 26. (p] Epb. ii. 1. (q Gen. ii, 7. (t) 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
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268 The Chriſtian breathing earne/lly, & c. Chap. 26. . 
Thou wilt form my Mind to right Notions in Re. 
«« ligion, that I may not judge of Grace by any wrong 
«© Conceptions of it, nor meaſure my Advances in it 
e by thoſe Things, which are merely the Effects of 
* Nature, and poſſibly its corrupt Effects 

„May | be ſeeking after an Increaſe of Divine Leue 
© to Thee, my God and Father in Chriſt, of unreſerved 
« Reſignation to Thy wiſe and holy Will, and of ex- 
*« tenfive Benevolence to my Fellow- Creatures! May [ 
„ grew in Patience and Fortitude of Soul, in Humili 
% and Zeal, in Spirituality and a Heavenly Difpoktion 
« of Mind, and in a Concern, that nuhether preſent or 
«© ahjent I may be accepted of the Lord (s), that whether I 
© five or did it may be for His Glory Tn a Ward, as thou 
„ knowelt 7 hunger and thir/t after Righteouſneſs, make me 
* whatever Thou wouldſt delight to fee me | Draw on my 
«+ Soul, by thegentle Influences of Thygracious 6 p18 7, 
„ every Trace and every Feature, which Thine Eye, 
«© © Heavenly Father, may ſurvey with Pleaſure, and 
«© which Thou mayeſtacknowledpe as Thine om Image! 

I am ſenſible, O Lord, I have not as yet atraincd 
% Yea, my Soul is utterly confounded to think, bono far 
* am from being already pere: But this one Thing, 
* (after the great Example of Thine Apoſtle, and the 
„much greater of His Lord) I would endeavcur to do; 
* forgetting the Things which are behind, I would preji 
% foravard to thoſe which are before'(t). O that 'T hou 
«© woulcſt feed my Soul by Thy Word and Spirit! Har- 
„ing been, as I humbly hope and truſt, regenerated by 
it, being born again, not of corrupiible Seed, but of in. 
* corrutible, even by Thy Word which liverh and abid't) 
for eder (u); as a new born Babe I defire the finetre Nil 
4% of the Word, that I may grow thereby (x). And may 
0 my profiting appear unto all Men (y], till at length! | 
« come-unio a perfef? Man, unto the Meaſure of the Statur 
«© of the Fulnep of Chrift ().; and after having enjoyed 
* the Pleaſures of thoſe that ouriſb eminently 7h; 
„ Courts below, be fixed in the Paradiſe above!-1 2k 
« and hope it thro' Him, / whoſe Fulneſs ave have «il 
*« received, even Grace for Grace (a) To Him be Cle), 
% both now and for ever (b)! Amen,” 

(e) 2 Cor, v g, (t) Phil. iii. 12, 13. tu) 1 Pet. i. 23. 
(*) x Pet. ii. 2. (y) 1 Tim. iv. 15. (2) Eph. iv. 13. 
(a) John i. 16. I.:) a Pet. ii. 48. 1 
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CHAP xv. 


The advanced CHRISTIAN reminded of the 
Mercies of Go, and exhorted to the Ex- 
erciſes of habitual Love ro Him, and Joy 

in Him. 


tin holy Foy in GOD, our Privilege, ar well as our 


Duty. F. 1. The Chriſtian invited to the Exerciſe of tt; 
5. 2. (1.) By the Repreſentation of Temporal Moreies. 
F. 3. (2.) By the Confederation of Spiritual Favours. 
$. 4+ (3.) By the Views of Eternal Happineſs. F. 5. 


dad, (4.) Of the Mercies of GOD to others, the Liv- 
4g, and the Dead. F. 6. The Chapter cloſes with as 
Exbertatien to this heavenly Exerciſe, 5. 7. and with 
a Exampie of the genuine Workings bo this grateful 
Je ia GQD. 


WOULD now ſuppoſe my Reader to find, on 

an Examination of his Spiritual State, that he 
% growing in Grace. And if you defire, that this 
Growth may at once'be acknowledged and promoted, 
jet me Call your Soul to that more afettionate Exerciſe 74 


Love to GOD and Joy in him, which ſuits, and ſtrength- 


ens, and cxalts the Character of the advanced Chriſtian; 
and which 1 beſeech you to regard, not only as your 
Privilege but as jour Daty too. Love is the moſt ſub- 
une generous Principle, of all true and acceptable Obe - 
vience ; and with Love, when ſo wiſely and happily 
hxed, when ſo certainly returned, Joy, proportionable 


Jor, mult naturally be connected. It may juſtly grieve - 


Mau that enters into the Spirit of Chriſtianity, to ice 
"ow low a Life even the Generality of ſincere Cnriftans 


monly live in this Reſpect. Rejoice then in the 
N Lore, 
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270 J in G OD, our Privilege and Duty. Chap, 27; 
Lord, ye Righteous, and give Thanks at the Remembrance 
of his Holine/s (a), and of all thoſe other Perfections and 
Glories, which are included in that majeſtick, that won- 
derful, that delightful Name, THE Lox D Tay Gop! 
Spend not your ſacred Moments merely in Confeſſion, 
or in Petition, tho' each muſt have their daily Share: 
But give a Part, a conſiderable Part, to the Celeſtial and 
Angelick Work of Praiſe. Yea, labour to carry about 
wich you continually an Heart overflowing with ſach 
Sentiments, warmed and inflamed with ſuch Affections. 
F. 2. An there not continually Rays enough diffuſed 
from the great Father of Light and Love, to enkindle 
it in our Boſom ? Come, my Chriſtian Friend and Bro- 
ther, come and ſurvey with me the Goodneſs of our 
Heavenly Father. And Oh that He weuld give me 
ſuch a Senſe of it, that I might repreſent it in a ſuit- 
able Manner; that <ohile I am muſing, the Fire may burn 
in my own Heart (b), and be communicated to yours! 
And Oh that it might paſs with the Lines I write, from 
Soul to Soul; Kev, ok in the Breaſt of every Chriſ- 
tian that reads them, Sentiments more worthy of the 
Children of Gon, and the Heirs of Glory; who are to 
ſpend an Eternity in thoſe ſacred Exerciſes, to which I 
am now endeavouring to excite you ! | 
F. 3. HA vx you not Reaſon to adopt the Words of 
Dawid, and ſay, How many are Thy gracious Thoughts 
anto me, O Lord! How great is the Sum of them I hen 
I would count them, they are more in Number than the 
Sand (c). You indeed know, where to begin the Survey; 
for the Favours of God to you begun with your Being. 
Commemorate it therefore with a grateful Heart, that 
- the Eyes which /aw your Subſtance, being yet imper ect, be- 
held you with a Friendly Care, when you awere mad: in 
Secret, and I have watched over you ever ſince; and that 
the Hand, which drew the Plan of your|Members,. when 
as yet there «vas none of them (d), not only fafriontd them 
at firſt} but from that Time has been concerned in 4e-p- 
ing all your Bones, ſo that not one of them is broken (e). 
And that indeed, it is to this you owe it, that he live. 
Look back upon the Path you have trod, from the Day 
| | | that 
(a) Pſal. xevii, 12. (b) Plal. xxxix. 3. (e) Pfal, cxxxix, 17, 18. 
{6) Pſal, cxxxix, 15, 16. (e) Pſal, xxiv. 20, 


Chap. 27. Ne Chriſtian urpeiſ ti the Exerciſe of it. 271 


that Gor Browght you out of thi Womb, and ſay, whether 
you do not (as it were) ſee all the Road thick ſet with 
the Marks and Memorials of the Divine Goodneſs, Re- 
colle& the Places where you have lived, and the Perſons 
with whom you have 'moſt intimately converſed; and 
call to Mind the Mercies you have received in thoſe 
Places, and from thoſe Perſons, as the Inſtruments of the 
Divine Care and Goodneſs, Recolle& the Difficulties 
and Dangers, with which you have been furrounded; 
and reflect attentively on what Gop hath done to de- 


fend ay from them, or to carry you through them. 


Think, how often there has been but a Step betabern you 
and Death; and how ſuddenly Gov hath fometimes in- 
terpoſed to ſet you in Safety, even before you. appre- 
hended your Danger. Think of thoſe Chambers of 
illneſs, in which you have been confined, and from 
whence perhaps you once thought you ſhould go forth 
no more; but faid, with Hexetiah in the cutting off of your 
Days, I ſhall go te the Gates of the Grave, I am deprived 
of the Refidue of my Years (f). Gop has, it may be, ſince 
that Time, added many Years to your Eife; and you 
know not how many may he in Reſerve, or how much 
Utlefulneſs and Happineſs may attend each. Survey 
pour Circumſtances in Relative Life; how many kind 
Friends are ſurrounding you daily, and ſtudying how 
they may contribute to your Comfort. Reflect on thoſe 
remarkable Circumſtances in Providence, which oc- 
caſioned the knitting of ſome Bonds of this Kind, which 
next to thoſe which join your Soul to Gon, you number 
among the happieſt. And forget not, in how mairy In- 
ſtances, when theſe dear Lives have been threatened, Lives 
perhaps more ſenſibly dear than your own, Gop hath 
given them back from the Borders of the Grave, and fa 
added new Endearments ariſing fro that tender Circum- 
ſtance, to all your After-Converſe with them. Nor fore 
Zet, in how gracious a Manner He hath ſupported ſome 
others in their laſt Moments, and enabled them to leave 
behind a ſweet Odour of Piety, which hath embalmed 


their Memories, revived you when ready to faint under 


the Sorrows of the firſt Separation, and, on the whole, 


made even the Recollection of their Death delightful. 
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6. 4. Bur it is more than Time, that I lead on your 
Thoughts to the many Spiritual Mercics which Gop hath 
beſtowed upon you. Look back, as it were, 10 the Rock 
from whence you avere hewn, and 10 the Hole of the Pi 
from «uu hence you were digged (g). Reflect ſeriouſly on 
the State,. wherein Divine Grace faund you; Under 
how much Guilt, under how much Pollution! In what 
Danger, in what Ruin! Think what was, and Oh think 
with yet deeper Reflection, what would have been the 
Caſe! The Eye of Gov, which penetrates into Eter- 
nity, ſaw what your Mind, amuſed with the Trifles of 
preſent Time and ſenſual Gratification, was utterly ig- 
norant and regardleſs of: It ſaw you on the Borders of 
Eternity, and-puied you; ſaw, that you would in a lit. 
tle Time have been ſuch a helpleſs, wretched Creature, 
as the Sinner that is juſt now dead, and has to his in- 
Anite Surprize and everlaſting Terror met his unex- 
pected Doom, and would like him ſtand Thunder-ftruck 
« Aſtoniſhment and Deſpair. This Gop ſaw, and He 
pitied you; and being merciful to you, He provided in 


the Counſels of His eternal Love and Grace a Redeemer 


for you, and purchaſed you to himſelf with the Blecd +f 


his Seu: A Price, which if you will pauſe upon it, and 
think ſeriouſly what it was, mutt ſurely affect you ty 


ſuch a Degree, as to make you fall down before Gon 
in Wonder and Shame, to think that it ſhould ever have 


been given for you. To accompliſh theſe bleſſed Pur- 


poſes, He ſent hit Grace into your Heart; fo that tho? 
you were once Darkneſs, you are now Light in the Lord (h). 
He made that happy Change which you now feel in 
your Soul, and % bis Holy Spirit which is gien io you, 
He fhed abroad that Principle of Leue (i), which is in- 
kindled by this Review, and now flames with greater 
Ardour than before. Thus far he hath ſupported you 
in your Chriſtian Courſe; and vawing obtained Help forum 
Him it is, that you continue even to this Day (k). He hath 
not only S ld you, but made you a Bling (1) : And tho? 
you have not been ſo uſctul, as that holy Generoſity of 
Heart which He has excited, would have engaged you 
to defire ; yet fome Good you have done in the Station 
| which 
(g Iſai Ii. 1. Ib) Eph. v. 8. (i) Rem. v. 3. 
{k ) Ad, xxvi. 22. ( Gen. A 2 
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which he has fixed yon. Some of your Brethren of 


Mankind have been reli-ved, perhaps too ſome thonght- 
!-{s Creature reclaimed to Virtue and Happineſs by his 
P!-fing on your Endeavours. Some in the Way to 
tleaven, are praiſing Gon for you; and ſome perhaps 
already there, are longing for your Arrival, that chey 
may thank you in nobler and more expreſſive Forms for 
B-nefits, the Impurtance of which they naw ſufficiently 
underſtand, tho? while here they could never conceive it. 

F. 5, CHRISTIAN, look round on the numberleſs 
Bleſſings of one Kind, and of another, with which you 
are already encompaſed; and advance your Proſpect fill 
farther, to what Faith yet diſcovers within the Veil. 
Think of thoſe now unknown Tranſports with which 
tho ſhalt drop every Burthen in the Grave, and thine 
immortal Spirit ſhall mount, light and joyful, holy and 
happy, to Gon, its Original, its Support, and its Hope; 
:5 God, the Source of Being, of Holineſs, and of Plea- 


ſnare; to Je8vs, thro' whom all theſe Bleffings are de- 


rived to thee, and who will appoint thee a Throne near 
his own, to be for ever the Spectator and Partaker of 
his Glory. Think of the Rapture, with which thog 
ſhalt attend this Triumph in the Reſurreftion-Day, and 
receive this poor mouldering corruptible Body tran(- 
formed into his glorious Image; and then think, 
'' Theſe Hopes are not mine alone, but the Hopes of 
++ Thouſands and Millions. Multitudes, whom I 
'* number among the deareſt of my Friends upon the 
Earth, are rejoicing with me in theſe Apprehenſions 
and Views: And God gives me ſometimes to ſee the 
Smiles on their Cheeks, the ſweet humble Hope that 
'* ſparkles in their Eyes, and ſhines thro” the Tears of 
tender Gratitude; and to hear that little of their in- 
ward Complacency and Joy, which Language can 
'* expreſs, Yea, and Multitudes more, who were once 
'* equally dear to me with thoſe, tho' I have laid them 
in the Grave, and wept over their Duſt, are Ning to 
** GOD, living in the Poſſeſſion of inconceivable De. 
lights, and drinking large Draughts of the Water of 
- 2 which flows in perpetual Streams at bis Right 
” Hang” | 
9. 6. O Car1sT1an, thou art fill intimately united 
ard allied to them, Death cannot break a Frienc ſhip 
N 3 thus 
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of gtateful Love; and let all that is around thee, all 
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thus cemented, and it ought not to render thee inſenſible 
of the Happineſs of thoſe Friends, for whoſe Memory 
thou retained fo juſt an Honour, They ve to GOD, 
and his Servants ; they /zrwe him, and ſee bis Face (m); 
and they make but a imall Part of that glorious Aſſem- 
bly. Millions, equally worthy of thine Eſteem and AF. 
fection with themſelves, inhabit thoſe bliſsful Regions: 
And wilt thou not rejoice in their Joy? and wilt thou 
not adore that everlaſting Spring of Holineſs and Hap- 

pineſs, from whence each of theſe Streams is derived: 

Yea, I will add, while the bleſſed Angels are ſo kindly 

regarding us, while they are miniftering to thee, O Chrit- 

tian, and bearing thee in their Arms, as an Heir of 
Salvation (n), wilt thou not. rejoice in their Felicity 

too? And wilt thou not adore that Gon, who gives 

them all the ſuperior Glory of their more exalted Na- 

tuze, and gives them a Heaven, which fills them with 

Bleſſedneſs, even while they ſeem to withdraw from it, 

that they may attend on Thee! F | 

$. 7. Tas, and infinitely more than this, the Bleſſed 


Gon is, and was, and ſhall ever be. The Felicities of 


the bleſſed Spirits that ſurround. his Throne, and thy 
Felicitics, O Chriſtian, are immortal. Theſe Heavenly 
Luminaries {hall glow with an undecaying Flame, and 
thog ſhalt ſhine and. burn TT them, when: the Sun 
and the Stars are gone out, Still ſhall tie unchangin 

Faiber ef Lights pour forth his Beams upon them; a, 
the Luſtre they reflect from him, and their Happiueſs 
in him, ſhall be cwerlaſting, ſhall be ewer grow rg. Bow 
down, O thou Child of Gon, thou Heir of Glory, bow 


down, and let all that is within thee unite in one 48 


that is before thee in the Proſpects of an unbounded 
Eternity, concur to elevate and tranſport thy Soul; that 
thou mayeſt, as far as poſſible, begin the Work and 
Bleſſedneſs of Heaven, in falling down before the Con 
of it, in opening thine Heart to his gracious Influences, 
and in breathing out before him that Incenſe of Praiſc, 
which theſe warm Beams of his Preſence and Love have 
ſo great a Tendency to produce, and to ennohle with a 
Frograncy reſembling that of his Paradiſe above. - 

| 4 


(2 Rev, AM. 3» 4. (a) Heb. i. 14. 
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The grateful Soul rejoicing in the. Bleſſings of. Providence 


(t) Job xxxv, 10. 


and Grace, and pouring out itſelf before GO in vigo- 
rous and affeftionate Exerciſes of Love and Praiſe. 


\ My Gov, it is enough! I have mw/ed, and the 
% Fire burneth (o) But Oh, in what Language 

mall the Flame break forth. What can I ſay but this, 
that my Heart admires Thee, and adores Thee, and 
loves Thee! My little Veſſel is as full as it can hold; 
and F would pour out all that Fulneſs before Thee, 
chat it may grow capable of receiving more and more. 
Thou art ½ Hape, and my Help; my Glory, and the 
Lifier up of my Heart (p). My Heart reoiceth: in Thy 
Sal vation (q); and when I ſet myſelf under the In- 
fences of Thy good Spirit, to converſe with Thee, 
a Thouſand delightful Thoughts ſpring up at once; 
a Thouſand Sources 6f Pleaſure are unſealed ; and 
flow. in upon my Soul with ſuch Refreſhment and 


Joy, that they ſeem to croud into every Moment the 


Happineſs of Days, and Weeks and Months. 

<' | bleſs. Thee, O Gon, for 25¹ Soul of mine, which 
Thou haſt created; which Thow haft taught to ſay, 
and I. hope to the happieſt Purpoſe, M here is GOD 


my Maker (r)? I blefs Thee for the Knowledge, with 


which Thou haſt adorned it. I blefs Thee for that 
Grace, with which, 1 truſt I may (not without hum- 
ble Wonder) ſay, Thou haſt fanQified it; tho? alas, 
the Celeſtial Plant is fixed in too barren a Soil, and 
does not flouriſh to the Degree I could win. 

] bleſs Thee alſo for that Body which Thou haft 
given me, and which Thou preſerveſt as yet in its 
Strength and Vigour; not only capable of reliſhing 
the Entertainments which Thou provideſt for its va- 
rious Senſes, but (which J eſteem far more valuable 
than any of them for its own Sake,) capable of act- 
ing with ſome Vivacity in Thy Service. I bleſs 


Thee for that Eaſe and Freedom, with which thefe 


Limbs of mine move themſelves, and obey the Dic- 
tates of my Spirit, I hope as guided by Tine. I bleſs 
| N. 4 «I RECs 


'o) Pal, xxxix. 3. 


(4) Pſal. xiti, 3. 
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Thee, that ie Keepers of the Houſe do not yet tremble, 
nor the Strong Men bow themſelves; that they that los- 
out of the Windewvs are not yet darkened, nor th- 
Daug bers of Muſick brought low I bleſs Thee, O 
Gon of my Lite, that zhe Silver Cords are not yet 
loofed, nor ihe Golden Bowl broken (s) For it is Thine 
Haod that braces all my Nerves, and Thine infinite 
Skill that prepares thoſe Spirits, which flow in ſo 
freely, and when exhaufted, recruit ſo ſoon and fo 
plentifully. 
I praife Thee for that Royal Bounty, with which 
Thou A for the daily Support of Mankind in 
general, and for mine in particular; for the varicus 
Table which Thou Jpreade} before me, and for the 
ever-flowing Cap which Thou putte/t into my Hana (t). 
I bleſs Thee, that theſe Bounties of Thy Providence 
do not ſerve, as it were, to upbraid a difabled Appe- 
tite, and are not lie Mefjes of Meat fet before the Dead. 
I bleſs Thee too that I eat net my Mor/el alone (u), 
but ſhare it with fo many agreeable Friends, who add 
the Reliſh of a ſocial Life, to that of the Animal, at 
Cur Seaſons of common Repaſt, I thank Thee for 
ſo many dear Relatives at Home, for ſo many kind 
Friends Abroad, who are capable of ſerving me in 
various Inſtances, and diſpoſed to make an obliging 
Lie cf that Capacity. | | 
Nor would | forget to acknowledge Thy Favour, 


in rendering me capable of ſerving others, and giving 
me in any Inſtances. to know, how much more bleed 


it is to give than to receive (x). I thank Thee for a 
Heart which feels the Sorrows of the Neceſſitous, 
and a Mind which can make it my early Care and 
Refreſhment to contrive, according to my little Abi- 
lity, for their Relief: For this alſo cometh forth from 
T hee, O Lord . the great Author of every bene- 
volent Inclination, of every prudent Scheme, of every 
ſucceſsful Attempt to ſpread Happineſs around us, 
or in any Inſtance to leſſen Diſtreſs, 

„And ſurely, O Lord, if I thus acknowledge the 
Pleaſures of Sympathy with the Afflicted, much pr 

« my 


(u) Job. III. 17: 


- 


(e) Ecel. xii. 3, 4, 6, (i) Pl, xxiii, 5, 


(y) I. xxv U. 29, 
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muſt I bleſs Thee for thoſe of Sympathy with the Happy, 
with thoſe that are compleatly Bleſſed. I adore Thee 
for the Streams that water Paradiſe, and maintain it 
in pang ever-growing Delight. I pra 
Thee for the Reſt, the Joy, the Tranſport, thou art 
giving to many that were once dear to me on Earth; 
whoſe Sorrows it was my Labours to footh, and whoſe 
joys, eſpecially in Thee, it was the Delight of my 
Heart to promote. I praiſe Thee for the Bleſſedneſs 
of every Saint, and of every Angel, that ſurrounds 
Thy Throne above; and I praiſe Thee with Accents 
of diſtinguiſhed. Pleaſure, for that reviving Hope 
which. Thou haſt implanted in my Boſom, that E 
ſhall, ere long know by clear Sight, and my ever- 
laſting Experience what that Felicity of theirs is, 
which. I now only diſcover at a Diſtance, thro” the 
compararively* obſcure Glaſs of Faith; Even now, 
thro? Thy Grace do l feel myſelf Borne forward by 
Thy ſupporting Arm to thoſe Regions of Bleſſedneſs. 
Even now, am I <vaziting for Thy Salvation (2), with, 
that ardent Deſire on the one Hand, which its ſub- 


lime Greatnefs cannot but inſpire into the believ- 


ing Soul, and that calm Refgnation: on the other,, 
which the Immutability of Thy Promiſe eſtabliſhes. 

And now, O my Gop, What ſpall F/ay unto Thee! 
What, but that I owe Thee above all the Powers off 
Language to-exprefs1- That I love Thee yer what 
7 hou. art to Thy Creatures, who are in their various 
Forms, every Moment deriving Being, Knowledge 
and Happineſs from Thee, in Numbers and Degrees,, 
fac beyond what my narrow Imagination can con- 
ceive. But O T adore and love Thee, yet far more, 

for what Thou art in Thy/elf, for thoſe Stores of Per- 
ton which Creation has not diminiſhed; and which 
can never-be exhanſted by all the · Effe cłs of it which 


Thou imparteſt to Thy Creatures; that Infinite Per- 


tection which makes Thee Thine own. Happineſs,, 


Thipe own End; amiable, infinitely amiable and; 
enerable, were all derived Excellence and Happi- 


nels forgot. | 
N. 5 66% Q Thou 


(2) Gen, xtis, 18. 


* 
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O Thou firſt, Thou greateſt, Thou faireſt of al! 
*© Objes! Thou only great, Thou only fair, poſſeſs 
all my Soul! And ſurely Thou doſt poſſeſs it. While | 
** | thus feel Thy ſacred Spirit breathing on my Heart, 
* and exciting theſe Fervours of Love to Thee, I can- 
not doubt it any more, than I can doubt the Reality 
of this Animal Life, while I exert the Actings of it, 
and feel its Senſations. Surely if ever I knew the 
Appetite of Hunger, my Soul Hungers after Righteou/: 
neſs (a), and longs for a greater Conformity to Thy 
„ Bleiſed Nature and Holy Will. If ever my Palate 
„e felt Thirſt, my Soul thirſterh for GOD, even for th: 
% fiving GOD (b), and panteth for the more abundant 
«© Communication of His Favour., If ever this Body, 
«© when wearied with Labours or Journies, knew what 
«« it was to wiſh for the Refreſhment of my Bed and 
*© rejoice to reft there, my Soul with ſweet Acquieſcence 
s reſts upon Thy gracious Boſom, O my Heavenly Fa- 
** ther, and returns io its Repoſe in the Embraces of its 
* Gop, who hath dealt jo bountifully with it (e). And 
if ever I ſaw the Face of a beloved Friend with Com- 
4 placency and Joy, I rejoice in beholding Thy Face, 
*« O Lord, ard in calling Thee my Father in Chrijt. 
« Such Thou art, and ſuch Thou wilt be, for Time 
and for Eternity, What have I more to do, but to 
« commit myſelf to Thee for both? Leaving it to 
Thee to chuſe my Inheritance, and to order my Affairs 
% for me (d), while all my Buſineſs is to ſerve Thee, 
4% and all my Delight to praiſe Thee. MY Soul follow: 
% hard after G OD, becauſe His Right Hand uphols's m- 
„(e). Let it ſtill bear. me up, and I hall preſs on to- 
<* wards Thee, till all my Deſires be accompliſhed in 
« the Eternal Enjoyment of Thee! Amen.” 


(a) Matt. v. 6. (b) Pſal, zlii, 2. (e) Pal, exvi. 74 
d) Pfal. xlvii. 4+ (e) Pſal, Iatl, 8, 5 
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CHAP. xxvIII. 


The Eſtabliſhed CHRISTIAN urged. to exert. 


himſelf for Purpoſes of Uſefulneſs. 


A ſincere Lowe to GOD will expreſs itſelſ, not only in De- 
dotiou, but in Benevolence to Men. F. l, 2. This is 
the Command of GQD, F. 3. The true Chriſtian feels 
his Sout wrought to a Holy Conformity 10 it: . 4. And 
:Lerefore will defire Inſtructious on this Head. F. 5. 
Accordingly Directions are given for the Improvement 
of various Falents: Particularly, (I.) Genius and 
Learning. F. 6. _(2.) Power. F. 7. (3+) Domeſtick 
Authority. F. 8. (4.) Efteem, F. 9. (5) Riches. F. 10. 
Several good Ways of employing them hinted at. F. 11 
Prudence in 0 at: arged, for the Support of Charity. 
$. 12, 13. Divine Direction in this Respect to be 


Jought. 9. 14. The Chriſtian breathing after more e- 


| zenſiwve Uſefulnejs. 


5.1. CO UCH as I have deſcribed in the former Chap- 


ter, I truſt, are and will be the frequent Exer- 


ciſes of your Soul before God. Thus will your Love 


nd Gratitude breathe itſelf forth in the Divine Preſence, 
and vill, thro? Jesvs the great Mediator, come up before 


:t as Incenje, and yield an acceptable Savour. But then 
zou mult remember, this will not be 742 only Efed of 
that Love to GOD, which I have fuppoſed fo warm in 


your Heart, IF it be ſincere, it will not ſpend itſelf in 
Words lone; but will diſcover itſelf in Actions, and 
n produce, as its genuine Fruit, an unfeigned Love 
ty your Fellos- Creatures, and an unwearied Pehre 
224 Labour to do them Good continually, | 
N 6 . 2. © Has 
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$. 2. © Has the great Father of Mercies, ** will you 
ſay, „looked upon me with fo pracious an Rye; has 


lle not only forgiven me fen Thouſand Offences, 


but inriched me with ſuch a Variety of Benefits! 
Oh what Shall I render to him for them all! Inſtruct 
me, Oh ye Oracles of Eternal Truth! Inſtruct me, 
ye elder Brethren in the Family of my Heavenly 
«© Father! Inſtruct me above all, O thou Spirit of 
*« Wiſdom and of Love, what I may be able to do, to 
*« expreſs my Love to the Eternal Fountain of Love, 
and to approve my Fidelity to Him, who bas al- 
*« ready done ſo much to engage it, and who will take 
ſo much Pleaſure in owning and rewarding it!“ | 
$. 3. Fals, O Chriftian, 7s zhe Command which we 
hade heard from the Beginning, and it will ever continue 
ju unimpaired Force, hat be auh lowerh GOD, ſhould 
Love his Brether aljo (a); and ſhould expreſs that Love, 
not in Nord and in Profeſſion alone, but in Deed and in 
Truth (b). You are to /ove your Neighbour as yourſelf; 
to love the abholt Creation of GOD; and, Jo far as your 
Influence can extend, muſt endeavour to make it happy. 
+, 4. Yes,” you will ſay, *©* and I do love it. I 
*© teel the golden Chain of Divine Love incurcling us all, 
and binding us cloſe to each other, joining us in one 
** Body, and diffuſing (as it were) one Soul thro? all. 
May Happineſs, true aud ſublime, perpetual and ever- 
growing Happineſs, reign thro” the whole World of 
+ God's rational and obedient Creatures in Heaven and 
* on Earth! and may every revolted Creature, that is 
capable of being recovered and reftored, be made obe- 


% dient? Yea, may the neceſſary Puniſhment of thoſe, 


„ who are irrecoverable, be over- ruled by Infinite Wil- 
dom and Love to the Good of the Whole!“ 

$. 5, Tunes are right Sentiments; and if they were 
jadeed the Sentiments of your Heart, O Reader, and 
not an empty Form of vain Words, they will be attended 
with a ſerious Concern to act in Subordination to this 
great Scheme of Divine Providence, according ta your 


Abilities in their utmoſt Extent, And to this Purpoſe, 


they will put you on ſurveying the peculiar Circam- 
ances of your Life and Being; that you may diſcover 
| what 


(a) x Jeha iv, 21. (kb) 3 Jobn in. 18. 


Chap. 28. and all the Power he has, to this End. 28 
what Opportunities of Uſefulneſs they now afford, and 
how thoſe Opportunities and Capacities may be im- 
proved. Enter therefore into ſuch a Survey; not that 
you may pride yourſelf in the DiſtinQtions of Divine 
Providence or Grace towards you, or Having received, 


may glory as if you had not received (e); but that you 
may deal faithfully with the great Proprietor, whoſe 
Steward you are, and by whom you are intruſted with 


very Talent, which, with Reſpect to ary Claim from 
gur Fellow- Creatures, you may call your own. And 
hore, having Gifts differing according 10 the Grace that is 
ven to us (d), let us hold the Ballance with an impar- 
tial Hand, that ſo we may determine what 1t 1s that 
Gop requires of us; which is nothing leſs, than doing 
the moſt we can invent, contrive, and effect, for the 
general Good. But, Oh how ſeldom is this Eſtimate 
ſalthfully made! And how much does the World around 


us, and how much does our own Souls ſuffer, fer Want 


of that Fidelity! 

5. 6. Hara Gop given you Genius and Learmng ? 
It was not, that you might amuſe or deck yourſelf with 
it, and kindle a Blaze which ſhould only ſerve to at- 
tract and dazzle the Eyes of Men. It was intended, to 
be the Means of leading both yourſelf and them to the 


Father of Lights, And it will be your Duty, according 


:5 the peculiar Turn of that Genius and Capacicy, 
er to endeavour to improve and adorn Human "ry a 
or, by a more dire& Application of it to Divine Sub- 
jets, to plead the Cauſe of Religion, to defend its 
Pruths, to enforce and recommend its Practice, to de- 
ter Men from Courſes which would be diſhonourable 
o Gor and fatal to themſelves, and to try the utmoſt 
Efforts of all the Solemnity and Tenderneſs with which 
vos can clothe your Addreſſes, to lead them into the 
Paths of Virtue aud Happineſs. 

4. 7. Has God inveſted you with Power, whether 
at be in a larger or ſmaller Society? Remember that 
this Power was given you, that Gop might be honoured, 
and thoſe placed under your Government whether Do- 
:c/tick or Publick might be made happy. Be concerned 


U:crefore, that whether you be intruſted with he Rod, 


O 
(e) x Cor, iv. 7. (d) Rom. xii, C. 
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or the Savard, it may net be borne in vain (e). Are you a 
Magiſtrate? Have you any Share in the great and tre- 
mendous Charge of exafing Laws z Reverence the Au- 
thority of the-ſupream Legiſlator, the great Guardian of 
Society: Promote none, conſent to none, which you do 
not in your own Conſcience eſteem, in preſent Circum- 
ſtances, an Intimation of his Will; and in the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of which you do not firmly believe you ſhall be 
his Minifter for Goed (f). Have you the Charge of ce 
cating Laws? Put Life into them by a vigorous and 
ſtrenuous Execution, according to the Nature of the 
particular Office you bear, Retain not an empty Name 
of Authority, Permit not yourſelf, as it were, to fall 
aſleep on the Tribunal. Be active, be wakeful, be ob- 
ſervant of what paſſeth around you. Protect the Up- 
right, and the Innocent. Break in Pieces the Power of the 
Oppreſſor. Unveil every diſhoneſt Heart. Diſgrace, as 
well as defeat the Wretch, that makes his diſtinguiſhed 
Abilities the Diſguiſe or Protection of the Wickedneſs, 
which he ought rather to endeavour to expoſe, and to 

drive out of the World with Abhorrence. 
$. 8. Axt you placed only at the Head of a private 
Family? Rule it for GOD. Adminiſter the Concerns 
of that /itile Kingdom with the ſame Views, and on the 
{ame Principles, which I have been inculcating on the 
Powerful and the Great; if by an unexpected Accident 
any of them ſhould ſuffer their Eye to glance upon the 
Paſiage above. Your Chi/aren and Serwanis are your 
natural Subjects. Let good Order be eſtabliſhed among 
them, and keep them under a regular Difciphne, Let 
them be inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, that 
they may know how reaſonable ſuch a Diſcipline is; 
and let them be accuſtomed to act accordingly. You 
cannot indeed change their Hearts, but you may very 
much inffuence their Conduct; and by that Means may 
preſerve them from many Snares, may do a great deal 
to make them good Members of Society, and may /et 
them as it were in the Way of GOD's Steps (8), if perad- 
venture paſting by He. may bleſs them. with the Riches 
of his Grace, And fail nut to do your utmoſt to con- 
vince them of their Need of thdte Bleſhngs; labour to 
engage 


(e) Rom. zi, 4. fi) bid. (e ae. 33. 


* 
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engage them to an high Eſteem of them, and to an 

earneſt Deſire of them, as incomparably more valuable 

than any Thing ele. | | 
$. 9. AGain, Has Go p been pleafed to raiſe you to 


Ffreem among your Fellow: Creatures, which is not always 
in Proportion to a Man's Rank or Poſſeſſion in Human 


Life? Are your Counſels heard with Attention? Is 
vour Company ſought ? Does Gop give you good Ac- 
ceptance in the Eyes of Men, ſo that they do not only 
put the faireſt Conſtruction on your Words, but over- 
look Faults of which you are conſcious to yourſelf, and 
conſider you Actions and Performances in the moſt in- 
dulgent and favourable Light? You ought to regard 
this, not only as a Favour of Providence, and as an En- 
couragement to you chearfully to purſue your Duty, in 
the ſeveral Branches of it, for the Time to come; but 
allo, as giving you much greater Opportunities of Uſe- 
tulneſs, than in your preſent Station you couid other- 
wiſe have had, If your Character has any Weight in 
the World, throw it into the right Scale. Endeavour 
:0 keep Virtue and Goodneſs in Countenance. Aﬀec- 
tonately give your Hand to modeſt Worth, where it 


ſeems to be depreſſed or overlooked; tho' ſhining, 


hen viewed in its proper Light, with a Luſtre which 
au may think much ſuperior to your own. Be an Ad- 
vocate far Truth; be a Counſellor of Peace; be an 
Example of Candour ; and do all you can to reconcile 
ihe Hearts of Men, and eſpecially of good Men, to 
cach other, however they may differ in their Opinions 
about Matters which it is poflible for Good Men to diſ- 
pute. And let the Caution and Humility of your Be- 
haviour in Circumftances of ſuch ſuperior Eminence, 
and amidſt ſo many Tokens of general Eſteem, filently 


reprove the Raſhneſs and Haughtineſs of thoſe, who 


perhaps are remarkable for little elſe ; or who, if their 
Abilities were indeed conſiderable, muſt be deſpiſed, 
and whoſe Talents mult be in a great Meaſure Joſt to 
the Publick, till that Raſhneſs and Haughtineſs of Spi- 
rit be ſubdued. Nor ſuffer yourſelf to be interrupted 


'n the generous and worthy Courſe, by the little Attacks 


Anu and Calummny, which you may meet with in it. 
Be ſtill attentive to the general Good, and _— re- 
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ſolute in your Efforts to promete it; and leave it to 
Providence, to guard or to reſcue your Character from 
the baſe Afſaults of Malice and Falſehood ; which wilt 
often, without your Labour, confute themſelves, and 
heap upon thé Authors greater Shame, or (if they are 
inaccefiible to that,) greater Infamy, than your Hu- 
manity will allow you to wiſh them. | 
F. 10. Once more, Has Gor bleſt you with Riches ? © 
Has he placed you in ſuch Circumſtances, that you have 
more than you abſolutely need for the Subſiſtenee of 
yourielf and your Family? Remember your approach- 
ing Account. Remember what an Incumbrance theſe 
Things often prove to Men in the Way of their Salva- 
tion, and how often, according to our Lord's expreſs 
Declaration, they render it as «ifficult to enter into the 
Kingdom of GOD, as it is for a Camel to gp thro the Bye 
of a Needle (bh). Let it therefore be your immediate, 
your earneſt, and your daily Prayer, that Riches may 
not be a Snare and a Shame to you, as they are to by 
far the greater Part of their Peffeſſors. Apprepriate, I 
beſeech you, /ome certain Part and Proportion of your 
Eſtate and Revenues, to charitable yes; with a pro- 
vitional- Increaſe, as G. OD fall proſper you, in any ex- 
traorCinary Inſtance. By this Means you will-always 
have a Fund of Charity at hand: And you will probably 
de more ready to communicate, when you look upon 
what is ſo depoſited, as not in any Senſe your own; 
but as already actually given away to thoſe Uſes, tho“ 
not yet afiixed to particular Objects. It is not for me 
to ſay, what that Proportion ought to be. To thoſe who 
have large Revenues, and 20 Children, perhaps a Third: 
er one Half may be. too litile : To thoſe whoſe Incomes 
are ſmall, and their Charge confiderable, tho? they have 
ſomething more than is abſolutely neceſſary, it is poſ- 
fible a Tenth may be too much. But pray, that Gon 
would guide your Mind; make a Trial for one Year, 
on ſuch Terms, as in your Conſcience you think will 
be moſt pleaſing to Him; and let your Obſervations on 
that, teach you to fix your Proportion for the next; al- 
ways remembring, that He requires 7u/ice in the firit 
Place, and Alms-deeds only fo far as may conſiſt with 
| | 4 that: 


(b) Matt, xix, 24» 


A 
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that, Yet at the ſame Time take heed of that treach- 
cteus, delufive, and in many Inſtances, deſtructive 
Imagination, * that Jiftice to your oxwn Family requires 
+ that you ſhould leave 3er Children very rich; which 
has perhaps coſt ſome parſimonious Parents the Lives 
of thoſe Darlings for whom they laid up the Portion of 
1he Poor; and what fatal Conſequences of Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure may attend it to thoſe that yet ſurvive Go ws 
only knows; and I heartily pray, that you or yours 
may never learn by Experience, | 

5. 11. And that your Heart may yet be more opened, 
and that your Charity may be directed to the beft Pur- 
poſes, let me briefly mention a Variety of goed Uſes, 
which may call for the Conſideration of thofe, whom 


Gon has in this Reſpect diſtinguiſhed by an Ability to 


do Good. To affift the Hints I am to offer, look round 
en the Neighbourhood in which you live. Think how 
many honeſt and induſtrious, perhaps too I might add 
religious People, are making very hard Shifts to ſtruggle 
thro? Life. Think what a Comfort that would be to 
them, which you might without any Inconvenience, 
ſpare from that Abundance which God hath given you. 
—— Hearken alfo to any extrasrdinaay Calls of Charity 
which may happen, eſpecially thoſe of a publick Na- 
ture; and help them forward with your Example, and 


your Intereſt, which perhaps may be of much greater 


Importance than the Sum which you contribute, con- 
fidered in itſelf. Have a Tongue to plead for the Ne- 
ceſſitous, as well as a Hand to relieve them; and en- 
q cavour to diſcountenance thoſe poor ſhameful Excuſes, 
which Covetouſneſs often dictates to thoſe, whoſe Art 


may indeed ſet ſome Varniſh on what they ſuggeſt, 


but ſo ſlight a one that the coarſe Ground will appear 
thro? it. See how many poor Children are wandering 
ed and ignorant about the Street, and in the Way to 
Kinds of Vice and Miſery; and conſider what can 
be done, towards clothing ſome of them at leaſt, and 
'1\rufting them in the Principles of Religion, Would 
Every thrivin Family in a Town, which is able to afford 
p on ſuch Occaſions, caſt a pitying Eye on exe poor 
+-1ily in its Neighbourhood, and take it under their 
atronage, tp aſſiſt in feeding, and clothing, and teach- 
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286 FEvxpences ſhould be prudently managed, Chap. 28, 6 
ing the Children, in ſupporting it in Affliction, in de- N 


fending it from Wrongs, and in adviſing thoſe that 7 
have the Management of it, as Circumſtances might { 
require, how great Difference would ſoon be produced 


in the Appearance of Things amongſt us? Obſerve 
who are $7c4, that if there be zo publick Infirmary at hand 
to which you can introduce them, (where your. Contri- 
bution will yield the largeſt Increaſe) you may do ſome- 
thing towards relieving them at Home, and ſupplying 
them with Advice and Medicines, as well as with proper 
Diet and Attendance.— Conſider alſo % Spiritual 
Neceffrties of Men; in providing for which, I ſhould 
particularly recommended to you the very important 
and noble Charity, of afſiling young Perſons of Genius 
and Piety, with what is neceſſary 20 ſupport the Expence 
of their Education for the Miniſtry, in a proper Courſe of 
CGrammatical or Academical Studies. And grudge not 
ſome Proportion of. what Gop hath given you, to thoſe 
who retigning all Temporal Views to minifler to pon the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, have ſurely an equitable Claim to be 
ſupported by you, in a Capacity of rendering you thoſe 
Services, however laborious, to which for your Sakes, 
and that of our common. Lord, they have devoted rhciv 
Lives. And while you are fo ee NY 
the Goodne)s of G O D's Heuje, even of his own Temple (i), 
have 469i 2 on thoſe who dwell in a deſert Land; 
and rejoice to do ſomething towards ſending among the 
diſtant Nations of the Heathen World, that glorious Goſ- 
pel which hath ſo long continued unknown to Multi- 
| tudes, tho? the Knowledge of it, with becoming Regard, 
be Life ewerlaſting. Theſe are a few important Cha- 
rities, which I would point out to'thoſe, whom Provi- 
dence has enriched with its peculiar Bounties: And it 
renders Gold more precious, than it could appear in 
any other Light, that it is capable of being employed 
for ſuch Purpoſes. But if you ſhould not have Go/d to 
ſpare for them, con!ribute your Silver: Or as à Farthing, 
or a Mite, is not overlooked by GOD, when it is given 
from a truly generous and charitable Heart (k), let that 
be chearfully dropped into the Treaſury, where richer 
Offerings cannot. be afforded. 


0 $. 12. Ax p, 
(i) Pſa), lxv. 4. (k) Mark xii. 42, 43. 
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9. 12. Arp, that amidſt ſo many fre "g Demands 
for Charity, you may be better furniſhed to anſwer them, 


{crioufly reflect on your Manner of Living. I ſay not, 


that Gord requires, you ſhould become one of the many 
Hor, relieved out of your Income. The Support of So- 
ciety, as at preſent eſtabliſhed, will not only permit, 


bat require, that ſome Perſons ſhould allow themſelves 
in the Elegancies and Delights of Life; by furniſhing 


which, Multitudes of poor Families are much more 
creditably and comfortably ſubſiſted, witli greater Ad- 
-antage to themſelves and Safety to the Publick, than 
they could be, if the Price of their Labours, or of the 
Commodities in which they deal, were to be given them 
13 an Alms : Nor can I imagine it grateful to Go p, 
that his Gifts ſhould be refuſed, as 1t they were meant 
for Snares and Curſes, rather than Benefits, This were 
e fruſtrate the benevolent Purpoſes of the, gracious 
Father of Mankind, and if carried to its Rigour would 


be a Sort of Conſpiracy againſt the avhole Syflem of Natures 


Let the Bounties of Providence be uſed ; but let us care- 
fully ſee to it, that it be in a moderate and prudent 
Manner, leſt, by your own Folly, that which ſhould have 
been for our Welfare, become à Trap (I). Let Conſcience; 


hap. 28. with a Concern to be more uſeful. 287 


ſay, my dear Reader, with regard to yourſelf, what 


Proportion of the good Things you poſſeſs, your Hear 
deuly Father intends for ycurſelß, and what for your Bre- 
ren; and live not as if you had no Brethren, as if pleaſ- 
icg yourſelf, in all the Magnificence and Luxury you 
can deviſe, were the End for which you were ſent into 
the World. I fear this is the Exceſs of the preſent Age, 
and not an Exceſs of Rigour and Mortification. Ex- 
amine therefore your Expences, and compare them with 
your Income. That may be ſhamefully extravagant 


in you, which may not only be pardonable, but com- 


mendable in another of ſuperior Eſtate, Nor can you 
be fare, that you do not exceed, merely becauſe you do 


not plunge yourſelf in Debt, nor render yourſelf inca- 


able of laying up any Thing for your Family, If you 
de diſabled fram doing any Thing for the Poor, or any 
Thing proportionable to your Rank in Life, by that 
gentcel and elegant Way of Living which you affect, 
Gon 

(1) Pal. Ixix, 22. 


288 The Chriſtian breathing after Chap. 28. 
Gov muſt diſapprove of ſuch a Conduct; and you 
ought, as you will anſwer it to him, to retrench it. And 
tho” the Divine Indulgence will undoubtedly be ex. 
erciſed to thoſe in whom there is a ſincere Principle of 
Faith in Chriſt, and undiſſembled Lowe ro GOD and 
Man, tho" it act not to that Height of Beneficence and 
Ufefulneſs which might have been attained; yet be 
aſſured of this, that He who rendereth to every one accord. 
ing to His Works, will have a ſtrict Regard to the Degree 
ef the Goodne/s in the Diftribution of fral Rewards : 80 
that every neglected Opportunity draws after it an irre. 
parable Loſs, which will go into Eternity along with 
you. And let me add too, that every Inſtance of Neg- 
ligence indulged renders the Mind ſtill more and more 
indolent and weak, and conſequently more indiſpoſed 
to recover the Ground which has been loſt, or even te 
maintain that which has hitherto been kept. 
$. 13. CoMPLAain not, that this is impoſing hard 
Things upon you. I am only direding your Pleaſures 
into a nobler Channel; and indeed that Frugality, which 
is the Source of ſuch a Generofity, far from being at all 
injurious to your Reputation, will rather, _— Wiſe 
and Good Men, greatly promote it. But you have far 
nobler Motives before you, than theſe which ariſe from 
their Regards. I ſpeak to you, as to a Childof GOD, 
and a Member of Chrift; as joined therefore by the moſt 


intimate Union to ale Poore/? of thoſe 7hat believe in 


Aim. I ſpeak to you, as to an Heir of Eternal Glory, who 
ought therefore to have Sentiments great and ſublime, 
in ſome Proportion to that expected Inheritance. 

$. 14. CasT about therefore in your Thoughts, what 
Good is to be done, and what yau can dv, either in 
your own Perſon, or by your Intereſt with others; and ge 
about it with Reſolution, as in the Name and Preſence 
of the Lord. And as the Lord giveth Wiſdem, and out of 
his Mouth cometh Knowledge and Underſtanding (m), go to 
the Foot- ſtool of his Throne, and there ſeek that Guid- 
ance and that Grace which may ſuit your preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, and may be effectual to produce the Fruits 
of Holineſs and Uſefulneſs, to His more abundant Glo- 
Ty, and to the Honour ef your Chriſtian Profeſſion. 


(m) Prov, ii. 6. 
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The Eftablifped Cux is TtAN breathing after more exteuſive 


UL fulxaſi. 


Bountiful Father, and Sovereign Author of all 
« Good, whether Natural or Spiritual! I. bleſs 
Thee for the warious Talents, with which thou haſt 
enriched fo undeſerving a Creature, as I muſt ac- 
knowledge myſelf to be. My Soul 1s in the deepeſt 
Confuſion before Thee, when I conſider to how lit- 
tle Purpoſe I have bitherto improved them. Alas! 


V hat have I done, in Proportion to what thou mighteſt 


reaſonably have expected, with the Gifts of Nature 
which thou haſt beſtowed upon me, with my Capa- 
cities of Life, with my Time, with my Poſſeſſions, 
with my Influence over others! Alas! thro' my own 
Negligence and Folly, I look back on a barren Wil- 

ght have ſeen a fruitful Field, 
and a ſpringing Harveſt! Juſtly do I indeed deſerve 
to be ſtripped of all, to be brought to an immediate 
Account for all, to be condemned as in many Re- 
ſpects unfaithful to Thee, and to the World, and te 
my own Soul; and, in Conſcquence of that Condem- 
nation, to be ca into the Priſon of Eternal Darkneſs ! 
But Thou, Lord, haſt freely forgiven the dreadful Deli 


of Tex Thouſand Talints. Adored by thy Name for it! 


Accept, O Lord, accept that renewed Surrender, 


which I wonld now make of myſelf and of all I 


have, unto Thy Service! ] acknowledge that it is of 
Hine even that I give Thee (n). Make me, I beſeech 
Thee, a faithful Steward for my great Lord; and 
may I think of no ſeparate Intereſt of my own, in 
Oppoſition to Thine ! 

I adore Thee, O Thon Gop of all Grace, if 
while Jam thus ſpeaking to Thee, I feel the Lowe of 
7 hy Creatures arfling in my Soul; if I feel my Heart 
opening to embrace my Brethren of Mankind! Oh 


make me Thy faithful Almoner, in diſtributing to 


them all that Thou haſt lodged in mine Hand for their 
elif} And in determining what is mp own Share, 
ny hold the Ballance with an equal Hand, and 

« judge 


(n) 1 Chron, XXIX. 14. 


— 


| 290 The Chriſtian breathing, &c. Clap. 3, 
| « judge impartially between myſelf and them! The 
| Proportion Thou alloweſt, may I thankfully take for 
|| « myſelf, and thoſe who are immediately mine! The 
_ "= «© rei}, may I diſtribute with Wiſdom, and Fidelity, and ( 
I «© Chearfulneſs! Cuide mine Hand, O ever merciful Fa. 
| << ther, while Thou doſt me the Honour to make me 
*« 'Thine Inſtrument in dealing out a few of Thy Boun- 
„ ties; that I may beſtow them where they. are mo 
*© needed, and where they will anſwer the beft End 
« And, if it be Thy gracious Will, do Thou #4 
** 7he Seed ſown (o); proſper me in my worldly Afﬀairs, 
% that I may have more to impart to them that netd it; 
< and thus lead me on to the Region of everlaſting Plenty, 
„ and everlaſting Benevolence! There may I meet 
* with many, to whom I have been an 'afe&ionnte Bens 
„ fader on Earth; and if it be Thy bleſſed Will, wit 
© nany, Whom 1 have alſo been the Means of conduct 
« ing into the Path to that bliſsful Abode ! There may 
© they entertain me in their Habitations of Glory! 
« And in Time and Eternity, do Thou, Lord, accept 
« the Praiſe of all, ro Jeſus Chriſt; at whoſe Feet] 
% would bow; and at whoſe Feet after the moſt uſeiy! 
«© Conrſe, 1 would at laſt die, with as much Humility, 
as if I were then exerting: the firſt Act of Faith upon 
„ Him, and bad never had any Opportunity, by cue 
4 Tribute of Obedience and Gratitude in the Service 
«« of Life, to approve its Sincerity!“ . 


(o) 2 Cor, ix. 10. 
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Ch. 29. The Chriſtian has Reaſon to rejoice, &. r 


- 


C HAP. XXIX. 


The CunizrrAx rejoicing in the Views of 


Death and Judgment. 


Death and Judgment are near; but the Chriflian has 


£ 


* 
9 


Reaſon 10 "awelcome beth: F. 1. Yet Nature: reeoils 


from the Solemnity of them. F. 2. An Attempt. 0 re- 


concile the Mind, II. To the Proſpect of Death. F. 3. 
From the Confideration, (1.) Of the many Evil that 


ſurraund us in this Mortal Life. F. 4. (2.) Of the 
Remainder of Sin «which wwe feel within us. S. 5. And, © 


(3.) Of the Happineſs which is immediately to ſuccted 
Death. F. 6, 7. All which might. make the Chriflian 
ling to die in the moſt agreeable Circumſtances of 
Human Life. F. 8. [II.] The Chriſtian has Nenſon 10 
rejoice in the Praſpect of Fudgment: F. 9. Since, hows- 
der awful it be, Chrift will then come, 10 windicate 
His Honour, to difplay His Glory, and to triumph over 
Hs Enemits ; F. 10. as alſo 16 compleat the Happineſs 
of every Believer, F. 11. and of the whole Church. 
F. 12, 13. The Meditation of a Chriſtian, whoſe Heart 
5 warm with theſe Proſpects. 


1. HEN the Viſions of the Lord were cloſing 
upon John, the beloved Diſciple, in the 


Iſland of Patmos, it is obſervable, that He who gave 


m hat Revelation, even JESUS the Faithful and true 


net, concludes with thoſe lively and important 
Words: He who teſtifieth theſe Things /aith, Surely J 
core quickly; And John anſwers with the greateſt Readi- 
net» and Pleaſure, Amen, even /o come, Lord Feſus (a) ! 
Come, as thou haſt ſaid, ſurely, and quickly {= And 


E. 
(a) Rey, xxli, 20. 


wo P 


292 Death will end the Sorrow: of Life, Chap. 2g. 


remember, O Chrifian, whoever you are that are now 
reading thefe Words, your Divine Lord ſpeaks in the 
ſame Language to you; Bekold I come quickly. Yes, very 
quickly will he come by Death, to turn the Key, to 
pen the Door of the Grave for thine Admittauce 
thither, and to lead thee thro! it into the now unknows 
Regions of the Inviſible World. Nor is it long befors 
the Judge, who fRandeth at the Door (b), will appear alſo 
r the univerſal Judgment : And tho' perhaps, not only 
Scores, but Hundreds of Years may lie-between that 


Period and the preſent Moment, yet it is but a very 


ſmall Point of Time to Him, who views at once all thc 
unmeaſurable Ages of a paſt and future Eternity. 4 
Thou/and Years are with Him but as ene Day, and On 
Day as a Thouſand Years (c). In both theſe Senſes then 
does he come quickly: And I truſt, you can anſwer with 
a glad Amen, that the Warning is not terrible, or un- 
pleaſant to your Ears; but rather, that Hi, Coming, His 
certain, His peedy Coming, is the Object of your delight. 
ful Hope, and of your longing Expectation. 

F. 2. I am ſure, it is reaſonable i? hu he ſo : And 
yet perhaps Nature, fond of Life, and unwilling to part 
with a long known Abode, to enter on a State to which 
it is entirely a Stranger, may recoil from the Thought: 
of Dying; or ſtruck with the awful Pomp of an expir- 
ing and diſſolving World, may look on the Judgment- 
Day with ſome Mixture of Terror. And therefore »» 
dear Brother in the Lord, (tor as ſuch I can now-eftcem 
you,) I would reaſon with you a little on this Head, anc 
would intreat you to look more attentively on this folemn 
Object, which will, I truſt, grow leſs difagreezhle to 
you, as it is more familiarly viewed. Nay, I hope, that 
inſtead of ſtarting back from it, you will rather ſpring 
forward towards it with Joy and Delight. a 

F. 3. Twink, O Chriſtian, when Chriſt comes te 
call you away by Death, He comes to ſet you at 
Liberty from your preſent Sorrows, to deliver you 
from your Struggles with remaining Corruption, — 
and to receive you to dwell with himſelf in compleat 
Holineſs and Joy. You ſhall be ab/ent from the Boch. 
and be preſent with the Lord (d). 


&. 4. He 
(b) Jam. v. g. (e) 2 Pet. ii. 8. () 2 Cos, v. . 
= 3. 


Chap. 29. by calling us away ſram this World: 293 

F. 4. He will indeed «ail you aniay from this World. 
But Oh, what is this World, that you ſhould be fond of 
it, and cling to it with ſo much Eagerneſs? How low 


are all thoſe Enjoyments that are peculiar to it; and 


how many its Vexations, its Snares and its Sorrows ? 


Review your Pilgrimage thus far; and tho” you muſt. 


acknowledge, that Goodne/s and Mercy baue followed you 
:// the Days of yeur Life (e), yet has not that very Mercy 
/:/-]/ planted ſome Thorns in your Paths, and given you 
ſome wiſe and neceſſary, yet painful Intimations, that 
this is not your Reft (f) Review the Monuments of your 
withered Joys, of your blaſted Hopes; if there be yet 
any Monuments of them remaining more than a mourn- 
ul Remembrance they have left behind in your afflicted 
Heart, Look upon the Graves, that have ſwallowed 
22 many of your deareſt and moſt amiable Friends, 
perhaps in the very Bloom of Life, and in the greateſt 
Intimacy of your Converſe with them; and reflect, that 
if you hold it out a few Years more, Death will renew 
its Conqueſts at your Expence, and devour the 'moſt 
precious of thoſe that yet ſurvive. View the Living, 
as well as the Dead: Behold the State of Human Na- 
:ure, under the many grievous Marks of its Apoſtacy 
from Go p; and ſay, whether a wiſe and good Man 
would wiſh to continue always here. Methinks were 
1 y/elf ſecure from being reached by any of the Arrows 
that fly around me, I could not but mourn, to ſee the 
Wounds that are given by them, and to hear the Groans 
©! thoſe that are continually falling under them. The 
1/:ſeaſes and Calamities of Mankind are ſo many, and 
{which is molt grievous. of all) tbe Diſfempers of their 
11:nd; are ſo various, and ſo threatning, that the World 
»ppears almoſt like an Hoſpital: And a Man, whoſe 
Heart is tender, is ready to feel his Spirits broken, as 
he walks thro! it, and ſurveys the fad Scene; eſpecially 
when he ſees, how little he can do for the Recovery of 
thoſe whom he pities. Are you a Cbriſtian, and does 
ii not pierce your Heart, to ſee how Human Nature is 

unk, in Vice, and in Shame? to ſee with what amazin 

iujolence ſome afe making themſelves epenly vile; an 
the Name of Car1sT is diſhonoured by too many 
O that 

(e) Pfal, Xx. 6, (f) Mic. ii. 16. 
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294 Will free from Sin, and bring him to Chriſt, Ch. 29. 
that call themſelves His People? to ſee the unlawful, 
' Deeds ance filthy Practices of them that /ive ungodly, and 
to behold, at the fame Time, the Infirmities at leaf, 
and Irregularties of thoſe, concerning whom we have 
better Hopes? And do you not with to eſcape from 


ſuch a World, where a righteous and compaſſionate Sen! 
muſt Le were from Day to Day by ſo many Spectacles 


of Sin and Mitery (p) ? | 
$. 5. Yea, to come nearer Home, do you not feel 


ſomething within yon, which you long to quit, and 


which would imbitter even Paradiſe itſelf? 8 mething 
which, were it to continue, would grieve and diſtreſs 
you even in the Society of the Blefſed ? Do you not feel 
a Remainder of Indævelling Sin; the ſad Conſequence of 


the Original Revolt of our Nature from Gop? Are 


you not ſtruggling every Day with ſome Reſidue of 


Corruption, or at leaſt mourning on Account of the 
Weakneſs of your Graces ? Do you not often find your 
Spirits dull and languid, when you would defire to 
raiſe them to the greateſt Fervour in the Service of God ? 
Do you” not find your Hearts too often inſenſible of the 
richeſt Inftances of his Love, and your Hands feeble in 
his Service, even when 20 vill in preſent with you (h)? 
Does not your Life in its beſt Days and Hours, ap- 
pear a low unprofitable Thing, when compared. with 
what you are ſenſible it ought to be, and with what you 
wiſh that it were? Are you not frequently, as it were, 
ſtretching the Pinions of the Mind, and faying, Oh that 1 
had Wings like a Dowe, that I might fly away and be at 
I TP 3 
F. 6. $novLD you not then rejoice in the Thought, 
that sus comes to deliver you from theſe Complaints? 
That he comes to anſwer your Wiſhes, and to fulfil the 
largeſt Defires of your Hearts, thoſe Defires that hc 
himfelf has infpired ? That he comes to open upon you 
a World of Purity and Joy, of active, exalted, and 
unwearied Services? | 


. 7. O Chriſtian, how often have you caſt a long- 


ing Eye towards thoſe happy Shores, and wiſhed to 
pats the Sea, the boiſterous, unpleaſant, dangerous Sea, 
that ſeparates you from them? When your Lord has 
| , | con- 
(s) 2 Pet. ii. 8. (h) Rom. vii. 18. (i) Pal, ly, 6. 
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condeſcended to make you a fhort Viſit in his Ordinan- 
ces on Earth, how have you bleſt the Time, and the 


Place, and pronounced it, amidſt many other Diſad- 


vantages of Situation, to be the wery Gate of Heaven (k)? 
And is it fo delightful to behold this Gate, and will it 
no: be much more ſo to enter into it? Is it ſo delightful 
to receive the Viſits of Jesus for an Hour, and will it 
oor be insaitely more fo to dabell avith- him for ever ? 
„% Lokb,“ may you well ſay, when Fdweil with 
« Thee, I ſhall dwell in Holineſs, for Thou'Thyſelf 
art Holineſs; I ſhall dwell in Love, for Thou Thy⸗ 
« ſelf art Love; I ſhall dwell in Joy, for Thou art the 
Fountain of Joy, as Thou art in the Father, and the 
* Father in Thee (I).“ Bid welcome to his Approach 
therefore, to take you at your Word, and to fulfil to 


* 


— 


you that Saying of His, on which your Soul has ſo of- 


zen reſted with Heavenly Peace and Pleaſure; Father, 
ell chat they whom T hon haſt given me, be with me 
here / am, that they may behold my Glory which Thom 
aſt given me (m). | x | 

4. 8, SURELY you may ſay in this View, The 
** {5zoner CAR 18 comes, the better.“ What tho? the 
®odue of your Days be cut off in the midſt? What tho? 
ou leave many expected Pleaſures in Life untaſted, and 
many Schemes unaccompliſhed ? Is it not enough, that 
what is taken from a mortal Life ſhall be added to a 
e/oricus Eternity; and that you ſhall ſpend thoſe Days and 
Years in the Preſence and Service of CHRIST in Heaven, 
which you might otherwiſe have ſpent with him, and for 


him, in the imperfect Enjoyments and Labours of Earth. 


$4.9. Bur your Proſpects reach, not only beyond 
Death, but beyond the ſeparate Stute. For with regard 
to His final Appearance to Judgment our Lord fays, 


Surcly I come quickly, in the Senſe illuſtrated before = 


And ſo it will appear to us, if we compare this Interval 
of Time with the bliſsful Eternity which is to ſucceed 
ii; and probably, if we compare it with thoſe Ages 
witch have already paſſed, fince the Sun began to mea- 
{1:2 out to Earth its Days and its Years. And will 
you not here alſo /ing your Part in the joyful Anthem, 
Amen ; even fo come, Lord Jeſus l S | 

20% A” $. 10. Ir 
(*) Gen, xvii. 37% (1) John xvil, 21, (m) John xvii, 24. 


296 That Day will be Chri/t's Triumph, Chap. 24, 


$. 10. Ir is true, Chriſtian, it is an awful Day; a 
Day, io which Nature ſhall be thrown into a Confuſion 
as yet unknown, No Earthquake, no Eruption of burn. 
ing Mountains, no Deſolation of Cities by devouring 
Flames, or of Countries by overflowing Rivers or Seas, 
can give any juſt Emblem of that dreadful Day; when 
the Heaven being on Fire fall be diſſolved, as well a; 
the Earth, and all that is therein, fhall be barnt up (n); 
when all Nature ſhall fee away in Amazement before the 
Face of the wniver/al Fudge (o), and there ſhall be a great 
Cry, far beyond what was known zz the Land of E271, 
when there ava, not a Houſe in which there was not on: 
Dead (p). Your Fleſh may be ready to tremble at the 
View; yet your Spirit mult ſurely reicice in GOD your 
Saviour (q). You may juſtly ſay, Let this illuſtrious 
% Day come, even with all its Horrors!“ Yea, like the 


. Chriſtians deſcribed by the Apoſtle (r), you may be J.. 


ing for, and haſlening to that Day of terrible Brightneſs 
and univerſal Doom. For your Lord will then come, to 
indicate the Fuſtice of theſe Proceedings, which have been 
in many Inftances fo much obſcured, and becauſe they 
have been obſcured have been alſo blaſphemed. He 
will come, to diſplay his Magnificence, deſcending from 
Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice of the Archanzt, 
and with the Trump of GOD (s); taking his Scat upon 
a Throne infinitely exceeding that of earthly, or even of 
Celeſtial Princes, clothed with His Father's Glory ard 
His exvn (t); ſurrounded with a numberleſs Hoſt of 
ſhining Attendants, when coming lo be glorified in his Sairis, 
and admired in all them that believe (u). His Enemies 
ſhall alſo be produced to grace His Triumph: The Ser- 
pent ſhall be ſeen there rolling in the Duſt, and trodden 
"under Foot by Him and by all his Servants : Thoſe, who 
once condemned Him, ſhall tremble at His Preſence; 
and thoſe who bowed the Knee before Him in protane 


 Mockery, ſhall in wild Deſpair call to the Mountains 10 


all upon them, and to the Rocks ta hide them from the Fact 
of that Lamb of GOD (x), whom they once led away to 
the moſt inhuman Slaughter. | 


$. 11. 0 

(n) 2 Pet. ni. 10912. (o) Rev, xx, 11. (p) Exed. i. zo. 

(4) Luke . 47. (r) 2 Per. fi. 12. 6% Theff, iv, Je. 
fc) Luke ix, 26, (u) 2 Thefl, i. 10. {x} Rev. vi. 16. 


Chap. 29. and bring Happineſs to every Believer: 297 


&. 11. O Chriſtian, does not your loyal Heart bound 
at the Thought? and are you not ready, even while 
on read theſe Lines, to begin the victorious Shout in 
which you are then to join? He juſtly expects, that your 
Thoughts ſhould . eme elevated and impreſſed with 
tha Views of His Triumph; but at the fame Time He 
permits you to remember your own perſonal Share in the 
7-y and Glory of that bleed Day: And even now He 
has the View before Him, of what His Power and Love 
{hall chen accompliſh for your Salvation. And what 
{'il} it not accompliſh ? He ſhall come, to break the 
Bars of the Grave, and to re-animate your ſleeping Clay. 
Your Bodies muſt indeed be laid in the Duſt, and be 
!odged there as a Teſtimony of Gov's Diſpleaſure againſt 
Sin; againſt the firit Sin that ever was committed, from 
the ad Conſequences of which the deareſt of His Chil- 
dren cannot be exempted. But you ſhall then have an 
F:r to hear the Voice of the Son of GOD, and an Eye to 
behold the Luftre of his Appearance; aud ſhall Hine 
forth like the Sun (y] ariſing in the clear Heaven, which 
ir as a Bridegroom coming out of his Chamber (z), Your 
Soul ſhall be new drefled, to grace this high. Solemnity 
and be clothed not with the Rags of Mortality, but with 


1412 Robes of Glory; for He fall change this wile Body, 


% faſpion it like his own glorious Body (a). And when 
vou are thus royally arrayed, He ſhall confer publick 


| Honours on you, and on all His People before the Aſ- 


ſembled World. You may now perhaps be loaded with 
infimy, called by reproachful Names, and charged with 
Crimes, or with Views which your very Soul abhors : 
Bur he will then &ring forth your Righteonſne/s as the 


| L:2h1 (b), and your Salvation as a Lamp that burneth (e). 


Tao” you have been di/honoured by Men, you ſhall be ac- 


aua by GOD; and tho? treated as the Filth of 


e World, and the Off: ſcouring of all Things (d), He will 
ew you that he regards you, as his Treaſure, in ihe Day 
that He makes up his Jewels (e). When he ſhall pur 
ara al the wicked of the Earth like Drofs (f), you ſhall 
be /::2cunced Righteous in that full Aſſembly; and tho? 


O 3 | indeed 
| (5) Matt, xiii. 43. (z) Plal xix, 6. (a) Phil. iii. 2 ts 
(d) Pſal, xxxvii, 6. (e) Iſai. Iii. 1. (4) 1 Cer. ive 13. 
( 


8 Mal. 11, 17. (f) Pal, cxix. 1 19. 
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298 Shall fit on the Fudgment- Seat with Cbriſt, Ch. ag. 
Indeed you have broken the Divine Law, and might 
in ſtrict Juſtice have Been condemned, yet being clothed 
with the Righteouſneſs of the great Redeemer, even 
that Righteouſne/s which is of GOD by Faith (g), Juſtice 
itſelf mall acquit you, and join with Mercy in Hein 
wor you @ Crown of Life (h). CHRIST will confe/+ you 
before Men and Angels (i), will pronounce you goed and 
Fairhful Servants, and call you to enter into the Joy of 
your Lord (k) He will ſpeak of you with Endearment 
4s his Brethren, and will acknowledge the Kindneſs; 
which have been exon to you, as if he had received then 
in his exon Per/on (I). Yea, then ſhall you, © Chriſtian, 
who may perhaps have ſat in ſome of the loweſt Places 
in our Aſſemblies, tho? (it may be) none of the Rich 
ang Great of the Earth would condeſcend to look upon 
or to ſpeak to you, be called to be A ers with Chrif 
on his Judgmwent-Seat, and to join with Him in the 
4 Sentence he ſhall paſs on wicked Men and rebellious 
| Angels. 15 
1 F. 12. Nox is it merely one Day of Glory and of 
Triumph. But when the Judge ariſes and aſcends to 
His Father's Court, all the Bleſed ſhall aſcend with Him, 
| and you among the reſt: You ſhall aſcend together will 
| your Saviour, 76 His Father, and your Father, to Hi: 
GOD and your GOD (m). You ſhall go, to make your 
Appearance in the New Jeruſalem, in thoſe new ſhining 
Forms that you have received, which will no doubt be 
attended with a correſpondent Improvement of Mind; 
and take up your perpetual Abode in that Fulne/5 f 71, 
with which you ſhall be filled and ſatisfied i= the Pr:/cn't 
sf GOD (n), upon the Conſummation of that Happi- 
neſs, which the Saints in the intermediate State have 
been wiſhing and waiting for. You ſhall go, from tht 
Ruins of a diflolving World, to the new Heavens ans 
nend Earth euberein Righteouſneſs. for ever dwells (0): 
There all the Number of GOD's Ele. ſhall be ar» 
pliſhed, and the Happineſs of each ſhall be compleatco. 
The kwhole Society ſhall be preſented before GOD, as , 
Bride, the Lamb's Mie (p), whom the Eye of its Celeſtial 


| Brides 
7) Phil. hi. 9. (b) 2 Tim. iv. 8. (i) Luke vi. . 
{k) Matt zzV. it. {1}; Matt. xxv. 40. (m) Jobn xx. 17 


(a) Pſal, xvi. 11. (0) 2 Pet, iii. 13. p) Rev. XXI $ 
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Chap. 29. and ever be with each other. 


confeſs to be without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing 
(a); its Character and State being juſt what He origi- 
nally deſigned it to be, when He firſt engaged to give 
'11:Jelf for it, to redeem it to GOD by his Blood (s). So 
all yu ever be with each other, and wzth the Lord (t); 


and immortal Ages ſhall roll away, and find you ſtill | | 


unchanged ; your Happineſs always the ſame, and your 


Reliſh for it the ſame; or rather ever growing, as your '| 


Souls are approaching nearer and nearer to Him, who is 


the Source of Happineſs, and the Centre of infinite 
Perfection. | | 


$. 13. AnD now, look round about upon Earth, and | 


ſingle out, if you can, the Enjoyments or the Hopes, 
ior the Sake of which you would ſay, Lord, delay thy 
C:m:72:5; or for the Sake of which you any more ſhould 
heſitate to expreſs your Longing for it, and to cry, Eur 
/c come, Lord Feſus, come quickly ! 


The Meir ATION and PRAYER of a CHRISTIAN, 
whoſe Heart is warmed with theſe Proſpects. 


a O0 Loxp! My Soul is enkindled in 
„ theſe Views, and ri/es to Thee in the Flame 
„ (u). Thou haſt z2/7ed, Thou come/t quickly : And I 
repeat my joyful Aſſent, Amen, even /o come, Lord | 
FJeſus (x). Come, for 1 long to have done with this 2M 
low Life; to have done with its Burthens, its Sor- | 
rows, and its Snares! Come, for I long to aſcend into 
Thy Preſence, and to ſee the Court Thou art hold- 
ing above! | | | 
** Bleſſed Is us, Death is transformed, when I view 
it in this Light. The King of Terrors is ſeen no more 
as ſuch, ſo near the King of Glory, and of Grace. I 
near with Pleaſure he found of 7hy Feet, approaching 
till nearer and nearer: Draw afide the Veil, when- 
ever Thou pleaſeſt! Open the Bars of y Priſon, that 
my eager Soul may ſpring forth to Thee, and caſt it- 
ſelf at Thy Feet; at the Feet of that Jes us, whom 
paving not ſeen, . I love; and in whom, tho" now I ſee 
O 4 % Thee 
) Rev. v. 9. t) x Theſſ, iv. 17. 
3 Rev. 7 20. 2 N 


{q) Epb, v. 27. 
(a) Tudg, xiij, 30. 
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| 2300 The Meditation of a Chriſtian, Chap. 20 
** Thee net, yet believing, 1 rejoice with Joy unſpeakabl:, 
* and full of Glory (y) Thou, Lord, alt fhew me th: 

| Path of Life: Thine Hand ſhall guide me to Thy 
ol «© blifsful Abode, where there is Falne/s of Foy, and 

* Rivers Ly everlaſting Pleaſure (). Thou ſhalt ailſien 
| me an Habitation with Thy faithful Servants, whoſe 
| % feparate Spirits are now living with Thee, while their 
| Bodies ſleep in the Daft. Many of them have bern 
} % my Companions in Thy laborious Work, and in the 
„ Patience and Trioulation of Thy Kingdem (a); my dear 
«© Companions, and my Brethren, Oh ſhew me, Bleſied 
* Saviour, how glorious and how happy Thou hat 
made them! Shew me, to what new Forms of beticr 
Life Thou haſt condutted em, whom we call he 
„ Dead! in what nohler and more extenſive Services 
** Thou haſt employed Them! that I may praiſe Thee 
* better than I now can, for Thy Goodneſs to them! 
«© And Oh give me to ſhare with them in their Bleſſings 
and their Services, and to raiſe a Song of grateful 
Love, like that which they are breathing forth before 
6 Thee! | 

«« Yet, O my bleſſed Redecmer, even there will my 
Soul be aſpiring to a yet nobler and more glorious 
« Hope; and from this as yet unknown Splendor and 
Felicity, ſhall I be drawing new Arguments to % 
and long for the Day of Thy final Appearance. There 
„ ſhall I long more ardently than I now do, to ſee Ih 
Conduct vindicated, and Thy Triumph diſplayed; 
* to ſee the Duſt of Thy Servants re animated, and 
% Death the laſt cf their Enemies and of Thine, Ae. 
« Jowed up in Viftery (b). I ſhall long for that ſuperior 
Honour that Thou intendeft me, and that compleat 
% Bliſs to which the whole Body of Thy People 13! 
be conducted. Come, Lord Jeſus, come quiokly, will 
«© mingle itſelf with the Songs of Paradiſe, and found 
% from the 'Fongues of all the Millions of Thy Saints, 
„ whom Thy Grace has tranſplanted thither. 

In the mean Time, O my Divine Maſter, accept 
„ the Homage which a grateful Heart now pays Thee, 
„ ina Senſe of he glerious Herpes with which Thou hai 

h | 60 inſpired 

\y) 1 Pet. i. 8, (2) Pal, xvi, 11. (a) Rev. i. 9. 
(b) 1 Cor. xv. 20, 54. DET. 
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66 
16 


8 6 


inſpired it! It is Thou that haſt put this joy into it, 


and haſt raiſed my Soul to this glorious Ambition; 
whereas I might otherwiſe have now been grovelling 


in the loweſt Trifles of Time ard Senſe, and been 


looking with Horror on that Hour, which is now the 
Object of my moſt ardent Wiſhes, | 

Oh be with me always even to the End of this mor- 
tal Life! and give me, while awaiting for Thy Salva- 
z10n, to be doing Thy Commandments ] May my Loins 
he giraed about, and my Lamp burning (c); and mine 
Hars be ſtill watchful for the bleſſed Signal of Thine 


Arrival: That my glowing Soul may with Pleaſure 


jpring to meet Thee, and be ftrengthened by Death 


to bear thoſe Viſions of Glory, under the Extafies of 


which feeble Mortality would now expire!“ 


(e) Luke xii, 35» 
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302 The dying Chriſtian called to honour GOD: Ch. 30 


C HAP. XXX. 


The CBRISTIAN honouring Gob. by his 
Dying Behaviour. 


Reflections on the Sincerity with which the preceding Ad. 
vices hade been given. F. 1. The Author is defirous, 
that (if Providence permit) he may aſſiſt the Chriſtian 
to die honourably and comfortably. F. 2, 3. With this 
View it is advijed, (t.) To rid the Mind of all Earthly 
Cares. F. 4. (2.) To renew the Humiliation of the 
Soul before GOD, and its Application to the Blood «of 
Chrift. F. 5. (3.) To exerciſe. Patience under bodily 
Pains and Sorrows. F. 6. (4.) At leaving the World, 
to bear an honourable Teſftimany to Religion. F. 7. 

(F.) To give a /olemn Charge to ſurviving Friends, F. 8. 
eſpecially recommending Faith in Chriſt. F. 9. (6.) 75 
Beep the Promiſes of GOD in View, F. 10, 11. Ard 
(7.) Te commit the departing Spirit to GOD in the 
genuine Exarcijes of Graiitude and Repentance, Faith and 
Charity; F. 12. which areexemplified in the conclud- 
ing Meditation and Prayer. 


el HUS my dear Reader, I have endeavoured 
to lead you thro” a Variety of Circumſtances ; 

and thoſe not fancied or imaginary, but ſuch as do in- 
deed occur in the Human and Chriſtian Life. And | can 
truly and chearfully ſay, that I have marked out to you 
the Path which I myſelf have trod, and in which it 1: 
my Defire ſtill to go on. I have ventured my own Ever- 
laſting Intereſts on that Foundation, on which I have 
directed you to adventure yours, What I have recom- 
mended as the grand Buſineſs of your Life, I defire to 
make the Buſineſs of my own: And the moſt e e 
' | njoy- 


acting upon the Hints I now give you. 


Ch. 30. Adviſed to die honourably and comfortably. 303 


Enjoy ments, which I expect or deſire in the remaining 


Days of my Pilgrimage on Earth, are ſuch as I have di- 
rected you to ſeelk, and endeavoured to aſſiſt you in at- 
taining. Such Love to Go p, ſuch conſtant Activity in his 


Service, ſuch pleaſurable Views of what lies heyond the 
Grave, appear to me, (Gop is my Witneſs,) a Felicity 


incomparably beyond any Thing elſe which can offer it- 


{elf to our Affection and Puriutt: And 1 would not for 
Fen Thouſand Worlds, reſign my Share in them, or 
conſent even to the Suſpenſion of the Delights which 
Nemainded of my Abode here. 

F. 2, I woULD humbly hope, thro? the Divine Bleſſ. 
ing, that the Hours you have ſpent in the Reviewof theſe 


they afford, during the 


plain Things may have turned to ſome profitable Ac- 
count; and that in Conſequence of what you have read, 
you have been either brought into the Way of Life and 
Peace or been induced to quicken your Pace in it. Moſt 
beartily ſhould I rejoice in being further uſeful to you, 
and that even to the laſt. Now there is one Scene re- 
maining; a Scene, thro* which you muſt infallibly paſs ; 


wich has ſomething in it ſo awful, that I cannot but 
attempt doing a little to aſſiſt you in it; I mean the dark 


Valley of the Shadoxv of Death. I could earneſtly wiſh, 
that for the Credit of your Profeſſion, the Comfort of 
your own Soul, and the Joy and Edification of your 
furviving Friends, you might die, not only /afely, but 
bcnourably too: And therefore I would offer you a ſew 
parting Advices, I am ſenſible indeed, that Providence 


may determine the Circumſtances of your Death in ſuch 


a Manner, as that you may have no Opportunity of 
Some unex- 
pected Accident from without or from within, may as 
it were whirl you to Heaven &:fore you are aware; and 
you may find yourſelf fo ſuddenly there, that it may 
ſeem a Tranflation, rather than a Death. 
poſſible the Force of a Diſtemper may affect your Un- 


derſtanding in fach a Manner, that you may be quite 


:nienfible of the Circumſtances in which you are; and 
io your Diffolation (tho? others may fee it viſibly and 
certainly approaching,) may be as great a Surprize to 
Jou, as if you had died in full Health. | | 
9. 3. Bur as it is on the whole probable, you may 
dave @ more ſen/ible Paſſage * of Time into Eternity ; 
O | an 
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304 Should get rid of earthly Cares, Chap. 30. 


and as much may, in various Reſpects, depend en your 
dying Behavianr ; give me Leave to propoſe ſome plain 
Directions with Relation to it, to be practiſed, if Gop 
give you Opportunity, and remind you of them. It 
may not be improper to look over the xxixth Chapter 
again, when you find the Symptoms of any threatning 
Diſorder: And I the rather hope, that what I ſay may 
be uſeful to you, as methinks I find myſelf diſpoſed to 
addreſs you with ſomething of that peculiar Tender- 
neſs which we feel for @ dying Friend; to whom, as we 
expect that we ſhall ſpeak to him no mere, we fend out 
as it were all our Hearts in every Word, | 

$. 4. | wovurD adviſe then, in the firft Place, “that 
* as ſoon as poſſible, you would endeavour to get rid of 
all farther. Care with Regard to your Temporal Con- 
«*« cerns, by ſettling them in Time in as Reaſonable and 
“ Chriſtian a Manner as you can.“ I could wiſh, there 
may be nothing of that Kind to hurry your Mind when 
you are leaſt able to bear it, or to diſtreſs or divide thoſe 
who come after you. Do that which in the Preſence 
of Gap you judge moſt eguitable, and which you verily be- 
lieve will be moſt pleafing to Him. Do it in as prudent 
and effectual a Manner as you can; and then conſider the 
World as a Place you have quite done with, and its Affairs 
as nothing further to you, more than to one actually 
dead; unleſs as you may do any good to its Inhabitants, 
while yet you continue among them, and may, by any 
Circumſtance in your laſt Actions or Words in Life, leave 
a Bl://ing behind yon to thoſe who have been your Friends 
and Fellow-Travellers, while you have been diſpatching 
that Journey thro” it, which you are now finiſhing, 

F. 5. Thar you may be the more at Leifure, and 
the better prepared for this, enter into ſome ſerious 
«« Review of your own State, and endeavour to put your 
«« Soul into as fit a Poſture as poſſible, for your ſolemn 
% Appearance before Gop.” For a folemn Thing in- 
deed it is, to go into His immediate Preſence; to fland 
before Him, not as a Supplicant at the Throne of His 
Grace, but at His Bar as a ſeparate Spirit, whoſe Time 
of Probation is over, aud whoſe Eternal State is to be 
immediately determined. Renew your Humihation 
before Gov for we Imperfections of your Life, 5 


. 
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Chap. 30. look to Chriſt, and exerciſe Patience. 308 


nas in the Main been devoted to his Service, Renew 
your Application to the Mercies of Gop as promiſed in 
the Covenant of Grace, and to the Blood of CHRIST as 
zue blefled Channel in which they flow. Reſign your- 
{cif entirely to the Divine Diſpoſal and Conduct, as 
willing to ſerve Gop, either in this World or the 


other, as He ſhall ſee fit. And ſenſible of your Sinful- 


n-fs on the one Hand, and of the Divine Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs on the other, ſummon up all the Fortitude of 


our Soul to bear as well as you can whatever his af- 
i1ting Hand may further lay upon you, and to receive 


the lalt Stroke of it, as one who would maintain the moſk 


entire Subjection to the great and good Father of Spirits. 


5. 6. Wrarever you ſuffer, endeavour to ſhew 


vyourſelf an Example of Patience. Let that amiable 
Grace have its perfect Work (a); and fince it has ſo little 
more to do, let it cloſe the Scene nobly. Let there not 
be a murmuring Word ; and that there may not, watch 
againſt every repining Thought: And when you feel 
any Thing of that Kind ariſing, look by Faith upon a 
dying Saviour, and aſk your own Heart. Was not 
bis Croſs much more painful, than the Bed on which 
+ | lie? Was not his Situation among Blood-thirſty 
Enemies infinitely more terrible, than mine amidſt 
the Tenderneſs and Care of ſo many affectionate 
Friends? Did not the heavy Load of my Sins preſs 
Him in a much more overwhelming Manner, than. 
++ I am preſſed by the Load of theſe Afflictions; and 
yet he bore all as a Lamb that is Brought to the 
Slaughter (b).“ Let the Remembrance of His Suffer- 
ings be a Means to ſweeten yours; yea, let it cauſe you 
{0 rejoice, when you are called to bear the Croſs for a 
i:1ile while, before you wear the Crown. Count it all 
, that you have an Opportunity yet once more of 


F 


A 
** 
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nduring Gop by your Patience, which is now acting 
i': {all Part, and will in a few Days, perhaps in a few 
ours, be ſuperſeded by compleat everlaſting Bleſſed- 
dels. And I am willing to hope, that in theſe Views 
;0u well not only ſuppreſs all paſſionate Complaints, 
that your Mouth will be filled with the Praiſes of 
Gop; and that you will be ſpeaking to thoſe that are 

about 

(a) Jag, i. 4s (b) Iſai. li. 2. 
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about you, not only of His Juſtice, but of His Good- 
neſs too. So that you will be enabled to communicate 
your inward Joy in ſuch a Manner as may be a lively 
andedifying Comment upon thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 
Tribulation worketh Paliince; and Patience, Experience; 
and Experience, Hope; even a Hepe which maketh not 
aſhamed, while the Lowe of GOD is ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts, by the Hely Gheft which is given unto us (c). 
$. 7. AnpD now, my dear Fiiews, now is the Time, 
« when it is eſpecially expected from you, that you 
% bear an honourable Teftimeny 10 Religion.” Tell thoſe 
that are about you, as well as you can, (for you will 
never be able fully to expreſs 1t,) what Comfort and 
Support you have found in it. Tell them how it has 
brightened the darkeſt Circumſtances of your Life: Tell 
them, how it now reconciles you to the near Views of 
Death. Your Words will carry with them a peculiar 
Weight at ſuch a Seaſon : There will be a kind of Elo- 
quence, even in the Infirmities with which you are 
ſtruggling, while you give them Utterance; and you 
will be heard with Attention, with Tenderneſs, with 
Credit. And therefore, when the Time of your Depar- 
ture is at Hand, with unaffected Freedom breathe out 
your joy, if you then fee] (as I hope you will,) an holy 
oy and Delight in Gop. Breathe out however your 
inward Peace and Serenity of Mind, if you be then 
peaceful and ſerene: Others will mark it, and be en- 
couraged to tread the Steps which lead to fo happy an 
End. Tell them what you feel of the Vanity of the 
World; and they may learn to regard c leſs: Tell 
them, what you feel of the ſubſtantial Supports of the 
Goſpel; and they may learn to value it more: For they 
cannot but know, that they muſt lie down on a dying 
Bed too, and muſt then peed all the Relief which the 
Goſpel itſelf can give them. 
§. 8. Anv to inforce the Conviction the more, gv. 
4% a folemn Charge to thoſe that are about you, that they 
«© ſpend their Lives in the Service of GOD, and gowern 
* themfelues by the Principles of real Religion. You 
may remember, that Jaſua, and Dawid, and other gocd 
Men did ſo; when they perceived that tg Days drew 
; | : | near 


le) Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. 
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d- near in which they ſgould die. And you know not, how 
ate the Admonitions of a dying Friend, or (as it may be 
ly with reſpe& to ſome,) of a dying Parent, may impreſs 
le, thoſe who may have diſregarded what you and others b 
; may have faid to them before. At leaſt, make the | 
rot Trial, and die, labouring to glorify Gov, to fave Souls, 1 
r and generouſly to ſow the Seeds of Goodneſs and Hap- 1 
pineſs in a World, where you have zo more Har weft 10 1 
ge, reap. Perhaps they may ſpring up in- a plentiful Crop | 
ou when the Clods of the Valley are covering your Body: 1 
fe But if not, Gop will approve it; and the Angels, that | 
ill wait around your Bed to receive your departing Sou}, | 
nd will look upon each other with Marks of Approbation 5 
as in their Countenance, and own, that this is to expire | 
ell lite a Chriſtian, and to make a. plorious Improvement 
of of Mortality. | 
ar F. 9. Av in this laſt Addreſs to your Fellow Mortals, 
o- whoever they are that Providence brings near you, 
Te « beſure that you tell them how entirely and how 
ou „ chearfully your Hopes and Dependance in this Seaſon of 
th the laſt Extremity are fed, not upon your own Me- 
- „ rits and Obedience, but n what'the great Redeemer 
ut « has done and has ſuffered for Sinners.” Let them ſee, 
ly that you die as it were at the Foot of the Croſs: Nothing 
ur will be ſo comfortable to yourſelves, nothing fo edify- 
en ing to them. Let the Name of Ixsus, therefore be in 
n- 6 your Mouth, while you are able to ſpeak, and when you 
an c uan ſpeak no longer, let it be in your Heart, and en- 
he eavour that the laſt Act of your Soul, while it con- 
11 tinues in the Body, may be an Act of humble Faith in 
he Carisr. Come unto GOD by Him: Enter into that 
ey which is evithin the Veil, as with the Blood of Sprinkling 
18 Heſh upon you. It is an awful Thing for ſuch a Sinner, 
ne (as you, my Chriſtian Friend, with all the Virtues the 
World may have admired, know yourſelf ro be,) to 

ns Hand before that infinitely pure and holy Being, who 
y has ſeen all your Ways, and all your Heart, and has a 
1 perfect Knowledge of every Mixture of Imperfection 
u which has attended the beſt of your Duties: But venture 
d in that Way, and you will find it both fafe and pleaſant. 
70 F. 10. Oxcsg more, ** to give you Comfort ix @ dying 
w ** Hour, and to ſupport your feeble Steps while you. are 

| | | | „travelling 
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« travelling through this dark and painful Way, zake 
Y ** the Weird of GOD as a Staff in your Hand. Let 
Ti Books, and mortal Friends, now doe their las Office for 
| you, Call if you can, /ome experienced Chriſtian, who 
| has felt the Power of the Word of GOD upon his own 
Heart; and let him bring the Scripture, and turn you to 
1 ſome of thoſe precious Promiſes, which have been the 
Food and rejoicing of his own Soul. It is with this 
| View. that I may carry the good Office I am now en- 
j gaged in as far as 5 ſhall here give you à Col- 
1 lection 7. a few ſach admirable Scriptures, each of them 
uy infeaitely more valuable than T houſands of Gold and Silver 
Ty (d). And to convince you of the Degree in which I 
BY eſteem them, I will take the Freedom to add, that I de- 
fire they may. (if God give an Opportunity,) be read 
over to me, as | lie on my dying Bed, with ſhort Intervals 
between them, that I may pau/e upon each, and renew 
| ſomething of that delightful Reliſh, which, I bleſs Goo, 
1 ] have eften found in them. May your Soul and mine 
1 be then compoſed to a ſacred Silence, (whatever be the 
| Commotion of Animal Nature,) while the Voice of 
Gop ſpeaks to us, in Language which He ſpake to 
His Servants of old, or in which He inſtructed them 
| how they ſhould ſpeak to Him in Circumftances of the 
[ greateſt Extremity! 
[ 6. 11. Can any more Encouragement be wanting. 
when He ſays, Fear not, for I am with thee;, be not dij- 
mayed, fer I am thy GOD :. I will ftrengthen thee, yea 
J will help thee, yea J wwill uphold thee, auith the Right 
Hand of my Righteouſneſs (e). And He is not a Man that 
He fpruld lye, or the Son of Man, that He ſhould repent : 
Hath be ſuid, and fhall He not do it? Or bath He ſpoken, 
and ſcall He not make it good (f)? Ihe Lord is my Light, 
and my Salvation, «whom fhall I fran? The Lord is ths 
Strengih of my Life, of whom Hall I be afraid (g) This 
GOD i wr GOD for ever aud ever : He will be cur 
Guide even uita Death (h) Therefore, e 4 walk thro? 
ihe Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no Ewil ; 
for Thou art with me, { hy Rod and Thy Staff they comfort 
me (i). I hawe waited for Thy Salvation, Oh Lord, (55 


(4) Peel. czix. 72 (e) Iſai. xl. 10. (f) Numb. xx Hi. 19. 
( F. xv, 3, (h) Pfal, A, 4. () Plal. XXIli. 4. 
(&, Gen, x)iz. 18. 
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O continue Thy Loving Kindneſs unto them that know Thee, | 


and T by Righteouſneſs to the upright in Heart ! For with 
he is the Fountain of Life; in Thy Light ſhall aue ſee 
Light (1). Thou wilt fhew me the Path of Lift; in Thy 
Hence is Fulneſs of Foy, at Thy Right Hand there are 
Plajures for evermore (m). As for me T ſhall behold Thy 
Face in Righteouſneſt: I ſhall be jatisfied when I awvake, 


11h Thy Likeneſs (n). For 1 know in whom-T have be. 


cd, and am perſuaded that He is able 10 keep what J 
ave committed to Him until that Day (o). Therefore my 
Heart is plad, and my Glory rejoiceth; my Fleſh alſo ſhall 
in Hope (p). For if we believe that Jiſus died, and 
9/5 again z thyſe alſo that fleep in Jeſus, will GOD bring 
with bim (g). 1 give unto my Sheep Eternal Life, 
hid IEsUs, the good Shepherd,) and they ſball never 
erich, neither ball any pluck them out of my Hand (r). 
This 1s the Mill of Him that ſent me, that every one that 
&c1:veth on me ſhould have everlaſting Lift; and I ill 
ie him up at the laft Day (s). Let not your Heart be 
:rcubled; ye believe in GO D, believe alſo in me. In my 
Farher's Houſe are many Manſions ; if it were not ſo, I 
would have told you : I go to prepare a Place for you: And 
if 1 go and prepare a Place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you to myſelf; that where I am, there may ye be alſo 


(t). Go, tell my Brethren, I aſcend unto my Father and your 


Father, and tomy G ON andyour GOD (u). Father, I will 
gal thoſe ewhom thou haſt given me be with me where I am, 
gal they may behold my Glory which Thou haſt given me; 
Hat the Lowe wherewith Thou bujt lowed me, may be in 
tem, and J in them (x). He that teſtipeth theſe I hingt, 
Jaiiv, Surely I come quickly, Amen Even jo come, Lord Feſus 
O Death where is thy Sting! O Grawe where is thy 
Fictory? Thanks be te GOD, who giveth us the Victory 
hre“ our Lord Fejus Chriſt (2). EIB 

$. 12. Thus may that Gop who inoxws the Souls 
2: 213 Children 7n all their Adver/ities (a), and in wheſe 
e the Death of his Saints is precicus (b), chear and 


| ſup- 

(1) Pſal. xxxvi. 9, 10. (m) Pſal. xvi. x, (n) Pfa!, xvii. 1g, 

(% Tim. 5 x36 (y) Pfal xvi. 9. (q) 1 Th: ſſ. iv. 14. 
(f) John K. 28. (s) John vi. 30. (t) John xiv. 1, 2, 3. 
(1) John xx. 17. (x) John xvit. 24, 26. ( Rev, xxl. 20, | 


* 1 Cor. xv. 35757. (a) Plal, XII. 7. (b) Pial. cxvi. 45. 


310 A Meditation and Prayer, Chap. 30. 
ſupport yon and me in thoſe laſt Extremities of Nature! 
May he add us to the happy Number of thoſe who have 
been more than Conquerors in Death And may He give 
as thoſe Supplies of His Spirit, which may enable us to 
pour out aur departing Souls in ſuch Sentiments, as 
thoſe I would now ſuggeſt; tho? we ſhould be no longer 
able to utter Words, or to underſtand them if they were 
to be read tous! Let us at leaſt review them with a1! 
proper Affections now, and lay up one Prayer more for 
that awful Moment! Oh that this, and all we have 
ever offered with Regard to it, may then come in Remem- 
 brance before GOD (c)! Ke ns 


A Mtvitation and PR AYER, ſuited to the Cafe of 


a dying CHRISTIAN. 


th Thou ſupreme Ruler of the Viſible and Invi- 

| „ ſfivle Worlds! Thou Sovereign of Life and 
« of Death; of Earth, and of Heaven! Bleſſed be Thy 
Name, I have often been taught to ſeek Thee. And 
now once more do I pour out my Soul, my departing 
Soul, unto Thee. Pow down Thy gracious: Ear 0 
** GOD, and let my Cry come before 7 hee with Accept- 
«« ance! hd | 5 

„ The Hour is come, when Thou wilt ſeparate me from 
« this World, with which I have been ſo long and 
+ ſo familiarly acquainted, and lead me to another, as 
«« yet unknown. Enable me I beſeech Thee, to make 
the Exchange, as becomes a Child of Abraham, who 
% being called of T hee to receive an Inheritance, obeyed and 
% event out, tho' he 4new not particularly whither\ be 
% went (d); as becomes a Child sf GOD, who knows, 
% that thro* Sovereign Grace, t is his Father's gopd 
„ Pleaſure to give him the Kingdom (e) ! | 

© Tacknowledge, O Lord, the Juſtice of that Senten 
« by which I am expiring; and own Thy Wiſdom an 
% Goodneſs, in appointing my Journey thro? hi gloo 
* | 
«6 


Vale which is now before me. Help me to turn it 

into the happy Occafion of honouring Thee, and 
“ adorning my Profeflion! and I will bleſs the Pangs, 
„ by wbich Thou art glorified, and this mortal and 
« ſinful Part of my Nature is diſſol ved. 


e 


7 Gra- 
(e) Adds x, 4, 34+ (ad) Heb, xi. 8. (e) Luke xi; 32. 
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are! „ Gractons. Father, I would not quit this Earth of 
ave « 'Fhine, and. this Houſe of Clay in which I have 
rive <«« ſojourned during my Abode upon the Face of it, 
to without wy grateful Achnowiedgements to Thee, for all 
40 hat abundant Goodreſt which Thou haſt cauſed to 
ger <«« paſs before me. here (f). With my dying Breath | bear 
ere © Witneſs to Thy faithful Care, I have wanted no good 
all ing (g). I thank Thee, O my Gop, that this 
for *« guilty, forfeited, unprofitable Life was ſo long ſpared: - 
we That it hath been ſtill. maintained by ſuch a Rich 
6. „Variety of Thy Bounty. I thank Thee, that Thou 
haſt made this Beginning of my Exiſtence ſo pleaſant 
to me, 1 thank Thee, for the Mercies of my Days 
of and Nights, of my Months and Years, which are now 
come to their Period: I thank Thee, for the Mercies 
i. of my Infancy, and for thoſe of my riper Age; for 
1d | all the agreeable Friends which Thou haſt given me 
iy in this Houſe of my Pilgrimage, the Living and the 
d « Dead; for all the Help I have received from others; 
9 and for all the Opportunities which Thou: haſt given 
0) me of being helpful to the Bodies or Souls of my 0 
a *+ Brethren of Mankind. Surely Goodne/+ and Mercy 1 
* have followwed me all the Days of my. Liſ (h), and I. 
have Reaſon to riſe a thankful Gueſt from the various | 


n 
| and pleaſant Entertainments with which my Table | 
"= has been furniſhed by Thee. Nor ſhall L have Rea- {1 
. ſon to repine, or to grieve at quitting them: For, O j 
ö my Gon, are thy Bounties exhauſted? I know, that ö 
{ 


'© they are not, I will not wrong Thy Goodneſs. and 1 
*© Thy Faithfulneſs ſo much as to imagine, that becauſe 1 
I am going from this Earth, I am going from Hap- 14 


pineſs. I adore Thy Mercy that thou haſt taught |! 
me to entertain nobler Views thro? Jesus Thy Son. 11 
„ bleſs Thee with all the Powers of my Nature, that [3] 
ever heard of his Name, and heard of his Death: 171 
And would fain exert a more vigorous Act of thank- Jil! 
ful Adoration, than in this broken State I am capable | 
of, while I am extolling Thee, for the Riches of Thy 


Grace manifeſted in Him; for His Inſtructions and | | 1 ö 
His Example, for His Blood and His Righteouſneſs, il F| 
6 given 


and for that Bleſſed Se1n1T of Thine which Thou halt | | 
(f) Exod, xxxiii, 19. (8) Pal. xxxiv. 10, (h) Plals xaiii, @ 
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46 
66 


ce 


given me, to turn my ſinfal Heart unto Thyſelf, and 
to bring me inte the Bonds of T hy Covenant; of that 
Covenant, which is ordered in all Things and ſure (i), 
and which this Death, tho' now ſeparating my Soul 
from my Body ſhall never be able to diſſolve. | 
& 1 bleſs Thee, O Lord, that I am not dying in an 
unregenerate and impenitent State; but that Thou 
didft graciouſly awaken and convince me; that Thou 
didſt renew and ſanctify my Heart, and didſt by Thy 


good Spirit work in it an unfeigned Faith, a real Re- 


pentance, and the Beginning of a Divine Life. I thank 
Thee for Miniſters and Ordinances: I thank Thee 
for my Sabbaths, and my Sacrament Days ; for the 
Weekly and Monthly Refreſhments which they gave 
me: I thank Thee for the Fruits 6f Canaan, which 
were ſent me in the Wilderneſs, and are now ſent me 
on the Brink of Jordan. I thank Thee for Thy Blefjed 
Word, and for thoſe exceeding rich and precious Pro- 
miſes of it, which now lie as a Cordial avarm at my 
Heart in this chilling Hour; Promiſes of Support in 
Death, and of Glery beyond it, and of the Reſurrec- 
tion of my Body to everlaſting Life. O my Gov, I 
firmly Believe them all, great and wonderful as they 
are, and am waiting for the Accompliſhment of them 


- thro? Jeſus Chriſt ; in a they are all Nea and Amen 


(k). Remember Thy Word unto Thy Servant, on which 
Thou haſt cauſed me to hope (1)! I covenanted with 
Thee not enly for Worldly Enjoyments, which Thy 
Love taught me comparatively to deſpiſe; but for 
Eternal Lift, as the Gift of Thy Free Grace thro? Feſus 
Cłri my Lord (m): And now permit me in Hi. 
Name to enter my humble Claim to it ! Permit me to 
conſign this departins Spirit to Thine Hand ; for Thou 
haſt redeemed it, O Lord GOD of Truth (n) / I am 
7 hine Save me (o) and make me happy! | | 
* But may I indeed preſume to ſay, I am Thine ? 
O Gon, now I am ſtanding'on the Borders of both 
Worlds, now I view Things, as ia 1he Light of Thy 
Preſeuce and of Eternity, how unworthy do | appear, 
that I ſhould be taken to dwell with an and 
© * Saints 


(i) 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, (K) 2 Cor. i. 20, (1) Pfal. cxix. 49+ 


(m] Rom. vi. 28, (n) Pial, xx. 5. (6) Plal, exix. 94» 
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Saints in Glory! Alas I have Reaſon to look back 


with deep Humiliation on a poor unprofitable finful 
Life, in- which I] have daily . d:Jerving to be caf 
into Hell, But I have this one comfortable Reflection, 
that I have fled to the Creſs of Chrift; and I now re- 
new my Application to it. To think of appearing 
before Gop in ſuch an imperfect Righteouſneſs as my 
own, were Ten Thouſand Times worſe than Death. 
No, Lord! I come unto Thee as a Sinner; but as a 
Sinner who has believed in Thy Son for Pardon and 
Life; I fall down before Thee as a guilty polluted 
Wretch ; but Thou haſt made Him to be unto Thy 


People for Wi/dom and Righteouſneſs, for Sanfification + 


and Redemption (p). Let me have my Lot among the 
Followers of IEs Vs! Treat me, as thou treateſt thoſe 
who are His Friends and His Brethren ! For Thou 
knoweſt, my Soul has loved Him, and truſted Him, 
and folemnly yentured itſelf on the Security of His 
Goſpel. And I know in whom 1 have believed (dg). 
The Infernal Lion may attempt to diſmay me in the 


awful Paſſage : But I rejoice that I am iz the Hands 


4 the good Shepherd (r); and I defy all my Spiritual 
znemies, in a chearful Dependance on His faithful 
Care. 1 lift up my Eyes and my Heart to Him, who 
was dead and is alive again; and bebold, He lives for 
evermore, and hath the Keys of Death and of the unſeen 
MHorld (s). Bleſſed IEs us, I die by Thine Hand, and 
I fear no Harm from the Hand of a Saviour! I fear 
not that Death, which is allotted to me by the Hand 
of my deareſt Lord, who himſelf died to make it 
iafe and happy, I come, Lord, I come not only 


with a willing, but with a joyful Conſent, I thank 


Thee, that Thou remembreſt me for Good; that Thou 
art breaking my Chains, and calling me to the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of GQD (t). I thank Thee, 
that Thou wilt no longer permit me to live at a Dif. 
tance from Thine Arms; but after this long Abſence, 
wilt have me at Home, at Home for ever. 


Muy feeble Nature faints in the View of that Glory 
which is now dawning upon me: But Thou knoweſt 


% how, 


% x Cor. i, 30. (q) 2 Tim. i. 1%, (e) John x. 17, 28. 
Revs i. 18. ft) Rom, vili. 21. 
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how, gracious Lord, to let it in upon my Sou! by 
juſt Degrees, and to make 7% Strength perfect in my 
Featne/; (u). Once more for the laſt Time, would 
I took down on this poor World which I am going 
to quit, and breathe out my dying Vows for its Proſ- 
perity, and that of Thy Church in it. I have loved it, 
O Lord, as a living Member of the Body; and I love 
it to the laſt. I humbly beſeech Thee therefore that 
Thou wilt guard it, and purify it, and unite it more 
and more! Send down more of thy bleſſed Spirit up- 
on it, even the Spirit of Wiſdom, of Holinefs, and 


of Love; till in due Time h Vilaerneſi be turned in- 


to a Garden of the Lord (w), and ail Fleb fall fer 7 
Salvation (x); | OY 

«© And as for me, bear me, O my Heavenly Father, 
on the Wings of everlaiting Love, to that peaceful, 
that holy, that joyous Abode, which Thy Mercy bas 
prepared for me, and which the Blood of my Re- 
deemer hath purchaſed! Bear me 10 the general A 


fend iy and Church of the Firft-born, to the innumerad l 


$4 


Company of Angels, and to the Spirits of juft Men mac: 


% perfect (y). And whatever this Fleſh may ſuffer, let 


C4 
44 
14 


my ſteady Soul be delightfolly fixed on that Glory 
to which it is riſing! Let Faith perform its laſt Of- 


fice in an honourable Manner! Let my few remain- 
ing Moments on Earth be fpent for Thy Glory, and 
* me aſcend, with Love in my Heart, and Praiſe 
on my faultering Tongue, to the World where Love 
and Praife ſhall be compleat | Be this my loft Song, on 
Earth, which I am going to tune in Heaven; BAU 
ing, and Hencur, and Glory, and Power be unte Him 
that faterh on the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever ond 


ever (z). Amen.” 


(v) 2 Cor. xii. 9. ( Ifai. li. 3. (e) Lukeiii. 6. 


( Heb, Xu. 4, 23. (=) Rer. v. 13. 
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$ 1 would not willingly incur the Cenfurref being over- 
forward in publiſping /o plain a Sermon on /o common 

a Subject, I beg Leave io inform the Reader of the Oc- 
caſſon that determined me to do il. | | 
7 he following Diſcourſe was firſt preached to a very nu- 
merous Auditory at the Funeral of a young Per ſon, who being 
/eized on a judden with a violent and mortal ings, which 
newertheleſs did not deſtroy the Exerciſe of her Reaſon, ua: 
deeply imprefſed with a Senſe of her eternal Intereſt, and ex- 


priſſed that Senſe in a Manner which affeHed me as much as 


ary Thing of that Nature which I had ever jeen ; not only 
recommending the Text to. me, but alſo charging this one 
Thing needful on her Brother and Siſters in my Hearing, 
g a Solemnity and Farneſtnefs, which 1 hope neither they 
nor I ball ever forget. But I imputed the remarkable At- 
teiition guith which the Sermon was heard, and the kind No- 
ich was afterwards taken of it by many, 10:that awful 
Circumſtance, rather than ta anꝝ Thing inthe Diſcour/e irjelf. 

{ had afterwards the Honour to preath it, auith ſome pro- 
ger Alterations, before ome worthy and, excellent Perſons of 
ccigſcacrable Rank and Eminence in Lifey who are not aſhamed 
p4%/ickly to own, that Religion is their greateſt Concern. 
Ney were pleaſed to expreſs ſuch Satisfudtion in the Sericu/- 
nc): and Plainneſs with which this important Subject <yas 
criled, that they urged me, with an Earneſfineſs which 1 
nt at all exped, to let them have ſome printed Copies of 
ic, that they might diſperſe them among ſt their Tenants and 
Dervants. I think too highly of theſe valuable Friends to 
prefix their Names to ſo inconfiderable àa Performance, which 
Wl! do a great Honour to a Book, far ſuperior ta any 1 
cen ever hope to preſent them <vith, But as I am weil 
2/ured of their continued Candour towards me; /o I hope 
the Authority of their Command, wall be allowed as a ſuf- 
Fcrent Apology for this Publication, 


We 
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Ne are fo near the Eternal State, and muſt fo ſoon be feli 
t the Duſt, that mathinks nothing gubich looks like a Call if 


 Previdence, direfting to any Opportunity of doing good to the 


Souls of Men, foould be neg lected, And if bels obayious but 
eweighty Truths. may, through the Concurrence of divine 
Grace, be made uſeful for the Conwerfion of one of the loves 
of thoſe for aubeſe Service this Diſcourſe æuas aſteed nd 
tranſcribed, 1 ſhall think this Iitile Labour abundantiy .- 


paid, even though many others ſhould ſay, as they probatly 


ewill, that I have made a little Audition to the Number f 
unneceſſury Books cuith which the World is already in- 
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Redeemer, that he wwrnt about doing geo] 
This great Motive, which animated all 
ES Nis 41. brought him to the Houſe of 
his Friend Lazarus, at Bethany, and direct- 
"op ed his Behaviour there. Though it was a 
Seaſon of Receſs from publick Labour, our Lord brought 
the Sentiments and the pious Cares of a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs into the Parlour of a Friend; and there 
his Doctrine as the Rain, and diſtilled as the Deav, 
on the little happy Circle that were then ſarrounding 
him. Mary, the Sifter of Lazarus, with great Delight 
made one amongſt them; ſhe ſat herſelf down at the Feet 
of Jeſus, in the Poſture of an humble Diſciple; and we 


have a great deal of Reaſon to believe, that Marsha, 


his other Siſter, would gladly have been with her there; 
but domeſtick Cares preſſed hard upon her, and ſhe was 
cumbered auith mach ſerving, being perhaps too ſolicitous 
to prepare a ſumptuous Entertainment for her-heavenly 
Maſter and the Train that attended him. Happy ate 
they, that in a Croud of Buſineſs do not loſe ſomethin 
of the Spirituality of their Minds, and of the Compoſure, 
and Sweetneſs of their Tempers! This gopd Woman 
comes to our Lord with too impatient a Complaint; in- 
:ouating ſome little Reflection, not only on Mary, but 
on himſelf too. Lord, doft thou not care that my Sifter 
z left me to ſerue alone # Bid her therefore tas foe help 
. Our Lord, willing to take all Opportunities of 
g geſting uſeful Thoughts, anſwers her in theſe Words, 
| P | of 


Ad x, 38. + Luke x. 40 
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of which the Text is a Part, Martha, Martha, thon ar: 
careful and treulſed abou; riany I tings, bat one T hing ir 
»meenful, and iat has chujen that good Hui, abbich fool] 
not Ge take away from ber, g. d. Alas Martha ! the Con- 
*.cefns of the Soul are of To much greater Importance 
than thoſe of the Body, that I cannot blame your Sifter 
on this Occaſion: ] rather recommend her to your 
Imitation, and caution you, and ali my other Friends, 
to be much on your Guard, that in the midſt of your 
worldly Cares, you do not loſe the Sight of that which 
ſo much better deſerves your Attention. 
1 ſhall conſider theſe Words, One Thins 1. needfil, as 
a kind of Aphoriſm, or wiſe and weig ty Sentence, 
dropped from the Mouth of our bleſſed Redeemer, and 
evidently worthy of our moſt ſerious Regard. In hand- 
ling them I ſhall, | 


- — - * 
Ss bo — 8E 
—— — ꝗ ä — — 


I. Confider what we are to underſtand by the on 
Thing here ſpoken of. | 1 i 

II. Shew you what is intended when it is repreſented 
as the one Thing neeaful, | 

III. I will ſhew how juſtly it may be ſo repreſented, 
or prove that *tis indeed the one Thing needful. 

IV. Conclude with ſome Reflections and Applica- 


tion. 


My Friends, the Words which are now before us are 
to this Day, as true, as they were ſeventeen hundred 
Vears ago. Set your Hearts to attend to them. Oh that 
you might, by divine Grace, be awakened to hear chem 
with a due Regard, and might be ſo impreſſed with the 
plain and ſerious Things which are now to be ſpoken, 
as you probably would, if I were ſpeaking by your dy- 
ing Beds, and you bad the full-Exerciſe of your Reaſon, 
and the near and lively View of Eternity! 

I. I am briefly to conſider what we are to underſtand, 
dy the one Thing needful. | 

Now I anſwer in a few Words, it is the Care of tlic 
Soul, oppoſed, as you ſee in the Text, to the Care, -. 
the exceſſive Care of the Body, for which Martha was 
gently admoniſhed by our Lord. This is a general 
Anſwer, and it comprehendsa Variety of important Par- 

ticulars, 


— ne — Cotes . : ” 1 . . 0 dues - e 
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-iculars, which is the Buſineſs of our Miniſtry often to 
open to you at large: The Care of the Soul implies a 
Neadineſs to hear the Words of Chriſt, to ſet ourſelves 
with Mary at his Feet, and to receive both the Law and 
the Goſpel from his Month. It ſuppoſes that we learn 
from this divine Teacher the Worth of our Souls, their 
Danger, and their Remedy. That we become above all 
Things ſolicitous about their eternal Salvation. That, 
heartily repenting of all our Sins, and cordially belicv- 
ing the everlaſting Goſpel, we receive the Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and Life, reſting our Souls on 
the Value of his Atonement, and the Efficacy of his 
Grace. It mports the ſincere Dedication of ourſelves 
to the Service of Gos, and a faithful Adherence to it, 
notwithſtanding all the Oppefitions ariſing from in- 
ward Corruptions, or outward Temptations, and a re- 
ſolute Perſeverance in the Way of Goſpel Dependance, 
till we receive the End of our Faith in our complete 
Salvation. This is the one Thing needful, repreſented 
indeed in various Scriptures by various Names. Some- 
times it is called Regeneration, or the New Creature, be- 
cauſe 'tis the-blefled Work of God's efficacious Grace. 
Sometimes the Fear Gad, and ſometimes bis Lowe, 
and the keeping his Commandments z and very frequently 


in the New Teſtament is called. Faith, or receiving Chriſt, 


and believing on him, which therefore is repreſented as 
the great Work of G i. e. the great Thing which 
God in his glorious Goſpel requires, as welt as by his 
Spirit produces in us: Each of theſe, if rightly under- 
i.ood and explained, comprehends all that I have ſaid 
on this Head. On the whole, we may ſay, that as the 
Cody is one, though it has many Members, and the Soul is 
one, though it has many Faculties; ſo, in the preſent 
Caſe, this real, vital Religion is one Thing, one ſacred 
Principle of divine Life, bringing us to attend to the 
Care of our Souls, as of our greateſt 'Treaſure. Tis one 
ing, notwithſtanding all the Variety of Views in 
which it may be conſidered, and of Charaſters under 
which it may be deſcribed. I proceed, 


1 | H. Te 


* John yi, 29. 
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IT, To confider what may be intended in the Re- 
preſentation which is here made of it, as the one 7. Bing 
needful. | 

New I think it naturally includes theſe three Particu- 
Jars: Tis a Matter of univerſal Concern, of the higheſt 
Importance, and of ſo comprehenſive a Nature, that 
every Thing which is truly worthy of our Regard may 
be conſidered as included in it, or ſubſervient to it. Let 
me a little illuſtrate each of theſe Particulars, reſerving 
the Proof of what I now affert to the third General, 
where it will abundantly appear, | 

1. The Care of the Soul may be called the one Thing 
needful, as It is Matter of univerſal Concern,” 

Our Lord you ſee ſpeaks of it as needfi/ in the general. 
He ſays not for this or that particular Perſon; or for 
thoſe of ſuch an Age, Station, or Circumſtance in Life, 
but neccful for all. And indeed, when diſcourſing on 
ſuch a Subject, one might properly introduce it with 
thoſe ſolemn Words of the Pſalmiſt, Gi Ear, all ye Peo- 
ple, hear, all ye Inhabitants of the Earth, both High and Low, 
Rich and Poor topether *. For *tis the Concern of all, from 
the King that fits upon the Throne, to the Servant that 
grindeth at the Mill, or the Beggar that lieth upon the 
Dunghill. Tis zeedful for us that are Miniſters, for our 
own Salvation is concerned, And Woe, inſupportable 
Woe will be to our Souls, if we think it enough to 
recommend it to others, to talk of it in a warm, or an 
awful manner, in pablick Aſſemblies, or in our private 
Converſe, while it does not penetrate our Hearts as our 
own greateſt Care. Our Caſe will then be like that 
of the Ijraelitihh Lord in Samaria 4, who was employed 
to diftribute the Corn when the Siege was raiſed, ſeeing 
it with our Eyes, and diſpenſing it with our Hands, 
we ſhall ourſelves die miterably, without taſting the 
Bleſſings we impart. is zeedful to all you that are our 
Hearers, without the Exception of one ſingle Perſon. 
*T'is acedſul to you that are rich, though it may on ſome 
Accounts be peculiarly difficult for you; even as difit- 
cult, comparatively . ſpeaking, as for a Camel to go 
through the Eye of a Needle t; yet if it be neglecteꝗ, you 


are poor in the midſt of all your Wealth, and miſerable 
In 


Pſalm Xlix. I, 2. + 2 Kings vii. 2. 2 Matt zix. 24+ 


urged as the ONE THING NVeedful. 32 1 
in all your Abundance; and a Wretch ſtarving for Hun- 
ger, in a magnificent Palace and a rich Dreſs, would be 
l-is the Object of Compaſſion than you. Tis needfut 
for you that are poor; though you are diſtreſſed with ſo 
many anxious Cares, what you ſhall eat, and what you 
hall drink, and wherewithal you fhall be cloathed*, The 
Nature that makes you capable of ſuch Anxieties as theſe, 
argues your much greater Concern in-the Bread which 
endures to eternal Life +, than in that by which this mor- 
tal Body muſt be ſupported. *Tis neeaful for you that 
are advanced in Years, though your Strength be im- 
paired ſo that the Graſbopper is a Burtben t; tho' you have 
by your long Continvance in Sin rendered this great 
Work fo hard, that were it leſs important, one would 
in Pity let you alone without reminding you of it: Yet 


late 4s it is, it muſt be done, or your hoary Heads will 


be brought down to the Grave with Wrath, and fins 
ander a Curſe aggravated by every Year and by every 
Day of your Lives. Tis ne:dfz/ to you that are yorngy 
though ſolicited by ſo many gay Vanities, to neglect it; 
though it may be repreſented as an unſeaſonable Care 


at preſent, yet I repeat it, it is needfu] to you ; imime- 
diately needful, unleſs you who walk fo frequently over 


the Duſt of your Brethren and Companions, that died 


in the Bloom and Vigour of their Days, have made 


{ome ſecret Covenant wvith the Grave for yourſelves, and 
found out ſome wonderful Method, hitherto unknown, 
of ſecuring this precarious Life, and of anſwering for 


Days and Months to come, while others cannot anſwer 


tor one ſingle Moment. . | 
2. The Care of the Soul is “a Matter of the higheſt 
©** Importance ;?* beyond any thing which can be brought 
into Compariſon with it, | | | 
As Sctomon ſays of Wiſdom, that it is more precious than 
Balles, and that all things which can be defired are not to be 
pared avith her ||, ſo may I properly ſay of this great, 
za moſt important Branch of Wiſdom, whatever can 
ve laid in the Balance with it, will be found altogether 
tighter han Vanity. This 18 ſtrongly implied when 'tis 
ald in the Text, one Thing is needful ; q. d. one Thing, and 
b P 3 © one 
Matt. vi, 31. + Jchn vi, 27. 1 Eccleſ. xu. 5. 
4 Prov, ills to 
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Als * — * LY * = 
* Nn . a 6 \ 7 
Mas — = 23 — 2 vw FEES ES us, 2 —— 2 — 
4 nu „ Ae. 6 Ws 207 22 7 
, ee ee, * 


— 2 —äñͤ 2 8 n — + 


322 The CARE of the Sout 
one Thing alone is ſo. {2 as the bleſſed God is ſaid to 
be only d,, and o7/p holy +, becauſe the Wiſdom and 
Holineſs of Angels and Men is as nothing, when eom- 
pared with his. What ſeems moit great and moſt im- 
portant in Life, what Kings and Senates, what the 
wiſeſt and greateſt of this World are employing their 
Time, their Counſels, their Pens, their Labours upon, 
are Friſſes, when compared with this one Things A 
Man may ſubſiſt, he may in ſome conſiderable Meaſure 
be happy; without Learning, without Riches, without 
Titles, withont Health, without Liberty, without 
Friends, nay, though the Life be more than Ment, and the 
Body than Raiment , yet may he be happy, unſpeakably 
happy, without the Body itſelf. But he cannot be ſo 
in the Neglect of the one Thing needful. J muſt there. 
fore beſpealt your Regard to it in the Words of Mo/cs, 
it is not a light thing, but it is our Life . F 

3. The Care of the Soul is of ſo comprehenſive à Na- 
ture, chat . every Ut Any worthy. of our Repard may 
* be confdered as ineluded in it, or ſubſervient to it.“ 

As Dawid obſerves, that the Command ment of God it 
exretding broad 5, ſo may we ſay of this one Thing nredfu! ; 
and as Solomon very juſtly and emphatically expreſſes it, 
to fear God and to keep his Commandments is the æubole , 
Man ; his whole Duty, and his whole Intereſt 3* and 
every thing which is wiſe and rational does in its proper 
Place and Connectien make a Part of it. We ſhould 
judge very ill concerning the Nature of this Care, if we 
imagined, that it confiſted merely in Acts of Devotion, 
or religious Contemplation; it comprehends all the 
lovely and harmonious Band of ſocial and humane Vir 
tues. It requires a Care of Society, a Care of our Bo- 


be regulated, directed, and animated by e ant, WY 
to God, Chriſt, and Immortality. Our Eood abd our Regt, 
our Trades and our Labours ars to be attended to, and al 
the Offices of Humanity performed in Obedience to the 
Will of God, for the Glory of Chriſt, and in a View 0 
the improving the Mind in a growing Meetneſs for a 
State of compleat Perfection. Name any thing _ 


% Deut, xxx, 47» 5 Pſal. cx x, 96, u Ecc lei. z#: 154 
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has no Reference at all to this, and you name a worth. 
leſs Trifle, however it may be gilded to allure the Eye, 
however it may be ſweetened to gratify the Taſte. 


Name a Thing which, inſtead of thus improving the 


Soul, has a Tendency to debaſe and pollute, to enflave 
and endanger it, and you name what is moſt unprofit- 
able and miſchievous, be the Wages of Iniquity ever 
ſo great; moſt foul and deformed, be it in the Eyes of 
Men ever ſo honourable, or in their Cuſtoms ever ſo 
faſhionable. Thus I have endeavoured to ſhew you: 
what we may ſuppoſe implied in this Expreſſton of one 
Thing being necdful. I ammnow,, | 
III. To ſhew you with how much Propriety the Care 
of the Soul may be repreſented under this Character, as 


the one T bing necaful, as a Matter of univerſal and moſt 


ſertous Concern, to which every thing elſe is to be con- 
idered as ſubſervient, if at all worthy of our Care and 
Purſuit. Now let me appeal to the Sentiments of thoſe 
who muſt he allowed moſt capable of judging. and to- 
the evident Reaſon of the Caſe itſelf, as it muſt appear 
to every unprej udiced Mind. es 
1. Let me argue from the Sentiments of thoſe who 
** muſt be allowed moſt capable of judging in ſuch an 
Affair,“ and we ſhall quickly ſee that the Care of the 
Soul appears to them the one Thing needful. | 
Is the judgment of the bleſſed God according to Truth, 
how evidently and how ſolemnly is that Judgment de- 
clared ? I will not ſay merely in this or the other parti- 
cular Paſſage of his Word, but in the whole Series of his 
Revelations to the Children of Men, and the whole Fe- 


nor of his Addreſſes to them. Is not this the Language 


of all, from the early Days of Job and Moſes to the Con- 
ciulton of the Canon of Scripture. , dom be hid 
am the Eyes of all the Living, ſurely God underftandeth the 
Way thereof, he knoawweth the Place thereef; and if he does, 
tis plainly pointed out, for unto Man be fill faith, be- 
gold the Fear 7 the Lord that is Wiſdom, and to depart from 
wil, that is Underſtanding, By Moſes he declared to the 
{/raclites, that to do the Cemmandments of the Lord 
would be their Wiſdom and their Underſtanding in the 
Sight of the Nations, who ſhould hear his Statutes, 

P 4 dad 


* Job xxvili. 21, 23, 28. 
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and ſay, ſurely this is a wiſe and an underflanding Poopli 
When he had raiſed up one Man on the Throne of Jae], 
with the Character of the wiſeſt that ever lived upon the 
Face of the Earth, he choſe to make him eminently a 
Teacher of this great Truth. And now all: that he 
ipoke on the curious and leſs concerning Subjects of 
Natural Philoſophy, is loſt, though he pale of Trees from 
the Cedar to the Hp, and of Beaſts and of Fowl, and of 
creeping Things, and of Fiſhes + ; that Saying is preſerv- 


ed in which he teſtifies, that h Fear of the Lord is the 


Beginning of Wiſdom, and thoſe Proverbs, in almoſt 
every Line of which they who neglet God and their 
own Souls are ſpoken of as Fools, as if that were the 
moſt proper Signification of the Word, while the Re- 
ligious alone are honoured with the Title of Wiſe, 
But in this reſpec as atteſting this Truth in the Name 


of God and in his own, @ greater than Solomon it, here. 


For if we enquire what it was that our Lord Jeſus 
C5rift judged to be the one Thing need/ul, the Words of 
the Text contain as full an Anſwer as can be imagined ; 
and the Senſe of them is repeated in a very lively and 
emphatical Manner, in that remarkable Paſſage wherein 
our Lord not only declares his own Judgment, but ſeems 


to appeal to the Conſciences of all, as. obliged by their 


own ſecret Convictions to ſubſcribe to the Truth of it. 
What is a Man profited, if he gain the whole World, and 
leſe his oxun Soul; or what fhall a Man give in Exchange 
for his Soul | ? If it were once loſt, what would he not 
be willing to give to redeem it? But it depends not 
on the Words of Chriſt alone. Let his Actions, his Sut- 
teripgs, his Blood, his Death ſpeak what a Value he 
ſet on the Souls of Men, Is it to be imagined, chat 
he would have relinquiſhed Heaven, that he would 
have dwelt upon Earth, that he would have laboured by 
Night and by Day, and at laſt have expired on the 
Croſs, for a Matter of light Importance? Or can we 
think that he, in whom il all the Treaſures of Wiſe 
and Knowledge, and all the Fulne/s of the Guahead Sodlily d. 
was miſtaken in judgment ſo deliberately formed, and 
fo ſolemnly declared ? "44 a 1 


Deut iv. 6, + 1 Kings iv. 33. t Prov, i. 7+ M. 10. 
li M. tt. 1 vi. 26, 8 Col. 14h, 9. 
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If after this there were room to mention human Judg- 
ment, and Teſtimonies, how eaſy would it be to pro- 
duce a Cloud of Witneſſes in ſuch a Cauſe;'and to ſhew 
that the wiſeſt and beſt of Men in all Ages of the World 
have agreed in this Point, that amidſt all the Diverſities 
of Opinion and Profeſſion, which ſucceeding Genera- 
tions have produced, this has been the unanimous] adg- 
ment, this the common and moſt ſolicitous Care of thoſe, 
+/hoſe Characters are moſt truly valuable, to ſecure the 
Salvation of their own Souls, and to promote the Sal- 
vation of others. LIES A 5 15 

And let me beſeech you ſeriouſly to reflect, what are 
the Characters of thoſe who have taken the Liberty, 
molt boldly and freely to declare their Judgment on the 
contrary Side? The Number of ſuch is comparatively 
few; and when you compare what you have obſerved of 
their Temper and Conduct, I will not ſay with what 
you read of holy Men of old, but with what you 


have yourſelves ſeen in the faithful, active, and zealous 


Servants of Chriſt, in theſe latter Ages, with which you 
hive converſed, do you on the whole find that the Re- 


j-Qtors and Deriders of the Goſpel, are in other Reſpects 


{> muck more prudent and judicious, ſo much-wiſer for 
themſelves, and for others that are influenced by them, 
25 that you can be in Reaſon obliged to pay any great 
eference to the Authority of a few ſuch Names as 
"a in Oppoſition to thoſe to which they are here op- 
poſed ? 455 5 s | 
Zut you will ſay, and you will ſay it too truly, tho? 
but a few may. venture in Words to declare for the Ne- 
glect of the Soul and its eternal Intereſt, the greater Part 
of Mankind do 1t in their Actions. But are the greater 
Part of Mankind fo wiſe, and ſo good, as implicitly to 
be followed in Matters of the higbeſt Importance? And 


do not Multitudes of theſe declare themſelves on the other 


©, in their moſt ſerious Moments? When the Intoxi- 
cations of Worldly Buſineſs and Pleaſures are over, and 
{ome languiſhing Sickneſs forces Men to Solitude and 
> -tirement z what have you generally obſerved to be the 
Ee of ſuch a Circumſtance ? Have they not then de- 
cared themſelves convinced of the Truth we are now 
labouring to eſtabliſa ? Nay, do we not ſometimes ſee 

FS that 
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that a Piſtemper which ſeizes the Mind with Violence, 
yet does not utterly deſtroy its reaſbning Faculties, fic) 
this Conviction on the Soul in a feë,C Hours, hay ſoms- 
times in a few Moments? Have you never ſeen à pay, 
thoughtleſs Creature, ſurpriſed in the giddy Ronnd of 
Pleaſures and Amuſements, 'and' preſently brought not 
only to Seriouſneſs, but Terror and Trembling, by tlic 
near Views of Death? Have you never ſeen the Man of | 
Buſineſs and ors bo like the rich Fool in the 
Parable, in the midſt of his Schemes for the preſent 
World? And have you not heard one and the other of 
them owning the Vanity of thoſe Pleaſures and Cares, 
which but a few Days ago were every thing to them ? 
Confeſſing that Religion was the one Thing netaFul, and 
recommending it to others with an Earneftneſs, as if 
they hoped thereby to atone for their own former Ne- 
gle ? We that are Miniſters frequently are Witneſſes te 


Inch Things as theſe, and I believe few of our Hearers 


are entire Strangers to them? | 
And once mo., what if to the Teſtimony of the Dy. 
ing, we could add that of the Dead? What if God were 
to turn aſide the Veil which ſeparates between us and 
the inviſible World, and to permit the moſt careleſs Sin- 
ner in the Aﬀembly to converſe for a few Moments with 
the Inhabitants of it? If you were to apply yourſelf to 
a happy Spirit, that trod the moſt thorny Road to Para- 
diſe, or paſſed thro* the moiſt fiery Trial, and to aſk him, 
Was it worth your while to Labour ſo much, and to 
1 endure ſo much for What you now poſſeſs ?? Surely if 
the Blefled in Heaven were capable of Indignation, it 


would move them to hear that it ſhould be made a Quel- 


tion. And on the other Hand, if you could enquire of 
one zormented in that Flams below, though he might once 
be clot bed in Purple and fine Linen, and fare ſumptuouſly 
every Day“, if you could aſk him, Whether his for- 
« mer Enjoyments were any Equivalent for his preſent 
Sufferings and Deſpair ?*” What Anſwer do you {up- 
poſe he would return? Perhaps an Anſwer of fo much 
Horror and Rage, as you would not be able ſo much as 
to endure. Or if the Malignity of his Nature ſhould 
prevent him from returning any Anſwer at all, ! 122 

There 
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there would be''a Language even in that Silence, a 
Language in the Darkneſs, and Flames, and Groans of 


that infernal Priſon, which would ſpeak to your very 


Son} what the Word of God is with equal Certainty, 
though Jeſs forcible Conviction, ſpeaking to your Ear, 
that one Thing is needful. You fee it is ſo in the Judg- 
ment of God the Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 


the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, of many, who ſeemed to 


judge moſt differently of it, when th&y come to more 
deliberate and ſerious Thought, and not only of the 
Dying, but of the Dead too, of thoſe who have experi-- 
mentally known both Worlds, and moſt ſurely know 
«hat is to be preferred. But I will not reſt the whole 
Argument here, I add therefore, 

2. I appeal to the evident Reaſon of the Caſe itſelf,, 
as it muſt appear to every unprejudiced Mind, that the 
Care of the Soul is indeed the one Thing needful.. 

I fill confider myſelf as ſpeaking not to Atheiſts, or 
to Deiſts, but to thoſe who not only believe the Exiſ- 
tence and Providence of God, and a future State of 
Happineſs and Miſery, but hkewiſe who credit the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation, as many undoubtedly” 
do, who live in a fatal Neglect of God and their own 
Souls. Now on theſe Principles a little Reflection may 
de ſufficient to convince you, that *tis nredful to the pre- 
{ent Repoſe of your own Mind; needfid if ever you would 


iecure eternal Happineſs ; if ever you would avoid eter-- 


val Miſery, which would be aggravated, rather than 
alleviated, by all your preſent Enjoyments, | 
1. The Care of the Soul is the one 7 hing needful, be- 


cauſe “ without it you cannot ſecure the Peace of your 
con Mind, nor avoid the Upbraidings of your Con- 


© ſcience,” 


That noble Faculty is, indeed, as you are often told, 
the Vicegerent of God in the Soul. *Tis ſenſible of the 


Dignity and Worth of an immortal Spirit, and will ſome- 
tines cry Ont of the Violence that is offered to it, and 


cy to loud, as to compel the Sinner to hear, whether 


he will or no. Do you not ſometimes find it yourſelves? 


hen you labour moſt to forget the Concerns: of your- 

Seal, do they not ſometimes. force themſelves on your 

Remembrance? You are afraid of the Reflections of 
P 6 your: 
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your own Mind, but with all your Artiſice and all your 
eſolution, can you entirely avoid them? Does not Con- 
ſcience follow you to your Beds, even if denied the Op- 
portenity of meeting you in your. Cloſets, and tho' with 
an enwelcome Voice, there warn you, that your Soul 
is negleQted, and will quickly be loſt.“ Does it not 
follow you to your Shops and your Fields, when you are 
buſieſt there? Nay, . 1 will add, does it, not ſometimes 
follow you to the i eaſt, to the Club, to the Dance, and 

rhaps, amidſt all Reſiſtance, to the Theatre tao? Does 
it not ſometimes mingle your ſweeteſt Draughts with 
Wormwood, and your gayeſt Scenes with Horror? So 
that you are like a Tradeſman, who, ſuſpecting his'Aſ- 
fairs to be in a bad Poſture, lays by his Books and his 
Papers, yet ſometimes they will come accidentally in his 
Way. He hardly dares to look Abroad for fear of meet- 
ing a Creditor or an Arreſt; and if he labours to forget 
his Cares and his Dangers, in a ' Courſe of Luxury at 
Home, the Remembrauce is ſometimes awaken'd, and 
the Alarm increaſed, by thoſe very Extravagancies in 
which he is attempting to loſe it. Such, no doubt, is 
the Caſe of ſome of your Minds, and 'tis a very painful 
State; and while Things are thus within, external Cir- 
cumſtances can no more make you happy, than a fine 
Dreſs could relieve you under a violent Fit of the Stone. 
Whereas if this great Aﬀair was ſecured, you might de- 
light in Reflection, as much as you now dread it; and 
Conſcience, of your bittereſt Enemy, would become a 
delightful Friend, and the Teſtimony of it your greateſt 
Rejoicing. - | * t 

2. The Care of the Squl is the ene Thing needful, 
«© becauſe without it you cannot poſſibly ſecure your 
*« eternal Happinels.” ,, «+. > | | 

A Crown of evezlaſting Glory is not ſurely ſuch a 
Trifle as to be thrown away on a careleſs Creature, that 
will not in good Earneft purſue it. God doth not ordi- 
narily deal thus, even with the Bounties of bis common 
Providence, which are comparatively of little Value. 
As to theſe, the Hand of the Diligent generally mares rich, 
and he would be thought diſtracted, rather than pru- 
dent, who ſhculd expect to get an Eſtate merely by wiſh- 
wg for it, or without ſome reſolute and continued Ap- 
8 plication 
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plication to a proper Courſe of Action for that Purpoſe, 
Now, that we may not fooliſhly dream of obtainin 
Heaven, in the midſt'of a Courſe of Indolence and 
Sloth, we are expreſsly told in the Word of God, that 
the Kingdom of Heaven /uffers Vivlence, and the Violent take 
it by Force * 3 and are therefore exhorted to frive with 
the greateſt Intenſeneſs, and Eagerneſs of Mind, as the 
Word properly ſignifies, to enter in at the flrait Gare, for 
this great and important Reaſon; &-cauje many ſball ano- 
ther Day ſeel to enter in, and ſhall not be able +. Nay, 
when our Lord makes the moſt gracious Promiſes to the 
humble Petitioner, he does it in ſuch a manner as to 
exclude the Hopes of thoſe who are careleſs and indif- 
ferent. © Aſt, and it ſhall be given yon; ſeek, and you Hall 
fnd ; knock, and it fhall'be opened unto you t. If therefore 
ou do not aſk, ſeek and knock, the Door of Mercy will 
not be opened, and eternal Happineſs will be loſt. 

And ſurely if I could ſay no more as to the fatal Con- 
ſequences of your Neglect, than this, that erernal Haßp- 
pineſi avill be oft, I ſhould fay enough to impreſs every 
Mind that confiders what Frernity means. To fall into 
a State of everlaſting Forgetfulneſs might indeed appear 
a Refuge to a Mind fled \ with the Apprehenfion'of fu- 
ture Miſery. But, Oh how dreadful a Refuge is it! 
Surely it is ſach a Refuge, as a vaſt Precipice, from 
which a Man falling would be daſhed To-pieces in a 
Moment, might appear to 4 Perſon purſued by the Offi- 
cers of Juſtice, that he might be brought out to a pain- 
ful and lingering Execution. If an extravagant Youth 
would have Reafon to look round with Anguiſh on ſome” 
falt and ample paternal Inheritance, which he had fold 
or forfeited merely for the Riot of a few Days: How 
much more melancholy would it be for a rationa} Mind 
to think that its eternal Happineſs is loſt for any earthly 
Conſideration whatever, 'Tormenting Thought! had I 
attended to that ene Thing which J have neglected, I 
ght have been great and happy, beyond Expreſſion, 
beyond Conception. Not merely for the little Span of 
ten thouſand thouſand Ages, but ren EVER. So that 
the Moment would have come, when, if it had been 
21:26 concerning me, How long has that glorious Spi- 
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„ rit been an Inhabitant of Heaven? How long has it 
been enjoying God, and itſelf, in that State of Per- 
| * fection ? The Anſwer. would have been ſuck, 
| | that a Line reaching even to the remoteſt Star would 
N not have been able to contain the Number of Ages, nor 
| would Millions of Years have been ſufficient to figure 
them down, This is Eternity, but I have loſt it, and 
am now on the Verge of Being. This Lamp, which 
might have outlaſted thoſe of the Firmament, will pre- 
ſently be extinguiſhed, and I blotted out from amongſt 
the Works of n cut off from all the Bounties of 
his Hand. Would not this be a very miſerable Caſe, if 
this were all. And would it not be ſufficient to prove 
this to be he better Part, which, as our Lord obſerves, 
can ever be taken away. But God forbid that we ſhould 
be ſo unfaithful to him, and te the Souls of Men, as to 
reſt in ſuch a Repreſentation alone, I therefore add 
once more, | | 

3. The Care of the Soul is the one Thing needful, be- 
cauſe without it you cannot avoid a State of eternal 
% Miſery, which will be aggravated, rather than alle- 
„ viated by all your preſent Enjoyments.” 

Nothing can be more evident from the Word of the 
God of Truth, If there plainly appears to be a deter- 
mined Caſe, which leaves no Room for a more favour- 
able Conjecture or Hope. The Wicked ſhall be turned in- 
70 Hell, even all the Nations that forget God *. They /hall 

o awey into everiaſiing Puniſfment t, into a State where 
they. ſhall in vain ee, Death, and Death hall flee from 
them. Oh! Sirs, *tis a certain, but an awful Truth, 
that your Souls will be thinking and immortal Beings, 
even 1n Spite of themſelves. They may indeed tor- 
ment, but they. can't deſtroy themſelves. They can no 
more ſuſpend their Power of Thought and Perception, 
than a Mirror its Property of reflecting Rays that fall on 
its Surface. Do you ſuſpect the contrary ?. Make the 
Trial immediately. Command your Minds to ceaſe 
from thinking but for one Quarter of an Hour; or for 
half that Time, and excludc every Idea and every Re- 
flection. Can you ſucceed in that Attempt ?. Or rather, 
does not Thought preſs in with a more ſenſible Violence 

on 
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or that Refiſtance; as an anxious Deſtre to Sleep, makes 


us ſo much the more wakefal. Thus will Thought fol- 
low you beyond the Grave, thus will it, as an unwet- 
come Gueſt, force itſelf upon you, when it can ferve 


only to perplex and diſtreſs the Mind. It will for ever 


upbraid yoo, that notwithſtanding all the kind Expoſ- 
talations of God and Man, notwithſtanding all the keen 
Remonſtrances of Conſcience, and the Pleadings of the 
Blood of Chriſt, you have gone on in your Folly, till 
Heaven is loſt, and Damnation incurred; and all for 
what? for a Shadow and a Dream. 4 


Oh think not, Sinners, that the Remembrance of your 


paſt Pleaſures, of your Succeſs in your other Cares, whilſt 
chat of the one Thing needſul was forgotten, think not that 
this will eaſe your Minds. It will rather torment them 
che more. Son, remember that thou in th Lifetime received(?- 
thy good Thing, Bitter Remembrance! Well might the 


Heathen Poets repreſent the unhappy Spirits in the Shades. 


2:low, as eagerly. catching at the Water of Forgetful- 


nels, yet unable to reach it. Your preſent Comforts: 


il only ſerve, to give you a livelier Senſe of your Mi- 
lery, as having taſted ſuch Degrees of Enjoyment; . and 


to inflame the Þ F as you have miſimproved thoſe. 


Talents lodged in your Hands for better Purpoſes. . Sure- 
ly, if theſe Things were belieyed, and ſeriouſly con; 
5dered, the Sinner would have no more Heart to rejoice 


in his preſent Proſperity, than a Man would have to 


amuſe himſelf with the Curioſities of a fine Garden, 
through which he was led to be broke upon the Rack. 

But I will enlarge no farther on theſe Things. Would, 
o God that the unaccountable Stupidity of Men's Minds, 
and their fatal Attachment to the Pleaſures and Cares of 
che preſent Life, did not make it neceſſary. to inſiſt on 
them ſo frequently and ſo copioully ! 

LV. I proceed to the Reffections which naturally ariſe 
from hence, and ſhall only mention two. 


1. How much Reaſon have we to lament the Folly of 


„lankind in neglecting the one 7s needful. 

If Religion be indeed the trueſt Wiſdom, then my 
e have the juſteſt Reaſon to ſay with Solomon, that Fol- 
and Madneſ; is in Men's Hearts *, Is it the one Thing 


needs © 


* Eccleſ. ix. 1%. 
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need ful! Look on the Conduct of the Generality of Man. 
kind, and you would imagine they thought it the eu- 
Thing needle/s : The vaineſt Dream and the idleſt Amuſe. 
ment of the Mind. God is admoniſhing them by Ordi- 
nances, and Providences, ſometimes by ſuch as are moſt 
aw ful, to lay it to Heart; he ſpeaks once, yea tawict, Yea a 
Multitude of Times, bat Man regards not +. They pro- 
feſs perhaps to believe all that | have been ſaying, but 
att as if the contrary were ſelf-evident; they will riſk 
theſe Souls and this Eternity, for a Thing of nought, for 
that for the Sake of which they would not riſk ſo much as 
a Hand, or a Finger, or a Joint, no, nor perhaps a 'Foy 
that adorns it. Surely th's is the Wonder of Angels, and 
perbaps of Devils too, unleſs the Obſervation of fo ma- 
ny Ages may have render'd it familiar to both. And can 
we, my Chriſtian Brethren, behold fuch a Scene with 
Indifference ? If ſome epidemica] Madneſs had ſeized 
our Country, or the Places where we live, ſo that as we 
went from one Place to another, we ſhould every where 
meet with Lunaticks, and ſec, among the reſt, ſome per- 
haps of the fineſt Genius and Improvements, and in the 
moſt eminent Stations in Life, amufing themſelves with 
Straws and Bubbles, or wounding themſelves and o- 
thers ; ſurely were we ever ſo ſecure from the Danger of 
Infection or Aſſault, the Sight would cut us to the Heart, 
Surely a good-natured Man would hardly be able to go 
Abroad, or even be deſirous to live, if it muſt be amongſt 
ſo many ſad Spectacles. Yet theſe poor Creatures might, 
notwithſtanding this, be the Children of God, and the 
higher their Frenzy roſe, the nearer might their com- 

leat Happineſs be. But alas, the greater Part of Man- 
king are ſeized with a worſe kind of Madneſs, in which 
they are ruining their Souls: And can we behold it 
with Indifference! The Lord awaken our Compaſſion, 
our Prayer, and our Endeavours in Dependarce on Di- 
vine Grace, that we may be inſtrumental in bringing 
them to their right Mind, and making them wit in- 
deed, that is, wiſe to Salvation. 

2. How Heceſſary i: it that we would ferioufly inquire 

bow this exe Thing needful is regarded by us! 


Let 
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Let me intreat you to remember your own Concern 


in it, and inquire Have I thought ſeriouſly of it? 


Have I ſeen; the Importance of it? —— Has it lain with 
a due and an abiding Weight on my Mind — Has it 
brought me to Chriſt, that I might lay the Streſs of theſe 
great eternal Intereſts on him And am I aQing'in 
the Main of my Life as one that has theſe Convictions? 
Am! willing in fact to give op other Things, my- 
intereſts, my Pleaſures, my Paſhons to this ? Am IL 
converſing with God and with Man as one that believes 
theſe Things, as one that has deliberately choſen he 
better Part, and is determined to abide by that Choice ? 

Obſerve the Anſwer which Conſcience returns to theſe 
Inquiries, and you will know your own Part in that 
more particular Application, with which 1 am to con- 
clude my Diſcourſe. | | 

1. Let me addreſs thoſe that are entirely unconcerned 
about the ene Thing ncedſul. | 

Sirs, I have been ſtating the Caſe at large, and now 
] appeal to your Conſeiences, are theſe Things ſo, or 


'are they not? God and your own Hearts beſt know for 


what the Care of your Soul is neglected ; but be it what 
it will, the Difference between one Grain of Sand, and 
another, is not great, when it comes to be. weighed. 
againſt a Talent of Gold. Whatever it is, you had need 
to examine. it carefully. You had need to view that 
Commodity on all Sides, of which you do in effect ſay, 
for this. will I ſell my Soul, for this will I give up Heaven 
and venture Hell, be Heaven and Hell-whatever they 
may. In the Name of God, Sirs, is this the Part of a 
Man, of a rational Creature? To go on with your Eyes 


open towards a Pit of eternal Ruin, becauſe there are a 


few gay Flowers in the Way. Or what if you ſhut your 
Eyes? will that prevent your Fall? It ſignifies little to 
ſay, I will not think of theſe Things, I will not conſider 
them. God has ſaid, in the laſt Days they ſhall confeder it 
jor /ely.*, The Revels of a drunken Malefactor will 
not prevent, nor reſpite his Execution. Pardon my 
Planneſs ; if it were a Fable, or a Tale, I would endea- 
our to amuſe you with Words, but I cannot do it where 
your Souls are at Stake. ; | 1 
2.8 


® Jer, xxiil, 20. 
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2. I would apply-to thoſe Who, are convinced of the 
Importance of their Souls, yet are inclined ta defer that 
Care of them a little longer, which in the general they 
ſee to be neceſſary. | | | 
I know, you that are young are under peculiar Temp- 
tations to do this; tho? *tis ſtrange that the Death of ſe 
many of your Companions ſhould not be an Anſwer to 
ſome of the moſt ſpecious and dangerous of thoſe Lemp- 
tations, Methinks if there were the leaſt Degree of Un. 
certainty, the Importance is too weighty to put Matters 
to the Venture. But here the Uncertainty is great and 
apparent. Vou muſt-ſurely know that there are critical 
Seaſons of Life. for managing the Concerns of it, which 
are of ſuch a Nature, that, if once loft, they may never 
return: Here is a critical Seaſon. Now is the accepted 
Time, now 15 the Day of Salvation *, Jo day if ye will 
hear his Voice, harden not your Hearts +. Tins Language 
may not be ſpoken To- morrow. Talk not of a more 
convenient Scaſbn, none can be more convenient; and 
that to which: you would probably refer it, is leaſt of all 
ſo. A dying Time. Vou would not chuſe then to have 
any important Buſineſs in hand; and will you of Choice 
refer the greateſt Buſineſs of all to that languiſhing, hur- 
rying, amazing Hour. If a Friend were then to come 
to you with the Balance of an intricate Account, or a 
View of a Title to an Eſtate, you would ſhake your 
fainting Head, and lift up your pale trembling Hand, 
and ſay perhaps with a feeble Voice, Alas, is this a 
Time for theſe Things?” And is it a Time for ſo 
much greater Things than theſe? I wiſh you knew, and 
would confider into what a Strait we that are Miniſters 
arc ſometimes brought, when we are called to the dy- 
ing Beds of thoſe who have ſpent their Lives in the Ne- 
glect of the one 7 hing needful On the one Hand we fear, 
left if we palliate Matters, and ſpeak ſmooth Things, 
we ſhall betray and ruin their Souls; and on the other, 
that if we uſe a becoming Plainneſs and Seriouſneſs, in 
warning them of their Danger, we ſhall quite overwhelm 
them, and baſten the dying Moment which is advancing 
by ſuch fwift Steps. Oh let me intreat you, for our 
Sakes, and much more for your own, that you * not 
rive 
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drive us to ſuch ſad Extremities: Bat that if you are 
convinced, as I hope ſome of you may now be; that the 
Saxe of the Soul is that aecuful Thing we have repreſented; 
ict the Conviction work, let it drive you immediately 
the Throne of Grace, that from thence you may de- 
:ive that Wiſdom and Strength which may direct you 
in all the Intrieacies which entangle you, and animate 
you in the midſt of Difhculty and Diſeouragement. 

z. J would in the laſt Place addrefs myſelf to thofe 
hippy Souls, who have in good Earneſt attended to the 
1 7 ing needful. F 2 4 

hope when you ſee how commonly it is negle&ed; 
neglected indeed by many, whoſe natural Capacities, 
improvements, and Circumſtances in Life, appear to you 
berior to your own, you will humbly acknowledge, 
dit was diſtinguiſhing Grace that brought you into 
zuls happy State; and formed you to this moſt neceſfary 
Care. Bleſs: the Lord therefore who hath given you 
dat Counſel, in Virtue of which you can ſay that He ir 
rut Portion, Rejoice in the Thought that the great 
Concern is ſecured; as ' tis natural for us to do, when 
eme important Affair is difpatched which has long lain 
before us, and which we have been inclined to put off 
from one Day to another, but have at length ſtrenuouſ- 
and ſucceſsfully attended. Remember ſtill to con- 
tin ue acting on theſe great Principles which at firſt de- 
ter mined your Choice; and ſeriouſly conſider, that thoſs 
«ho Jefire their Life may at laſt be give them ſh a Prey, 

mat continue on their Guard, in all Stages of their Jour- 
e thro a Wilderneſs, where daily Dangers are ſtill ſur- 
rounding them, Having ſecured the great Concern, 
make yourſelves eaſy as to others of ſmaller Importance. 
You have choſen he Kingdom of Cad, and his Righteou/- 
e other Things therefore ſhall be, added unto you ; and if 
any which you defire ſhould not be added, comfort 
vourſelves with this Thought, that you have he good 

"1/4 which can never be taken away. And, not to en- 

ge On theſe obvious Hints, which muſt ſo often oc- 

be very ſolicitous that others may be brought to a 

te about the one Thing needful. If it be needful for 
au, 'tis ſo for your Children, your Friends, your Ser- 


ne Let them therefore ſee your Concern in this Re- 
„ ſpect. 
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ſpect for them, as well as for yourſelves. Let Parents, 
eſpecially, attend to this Exhortation, whoſe Care for 
their Offspring often exceeds in other Reſpects, and fails 
in this, Remember that your Children may never live 
to enjoy the Effects of your Labour and Concern, to 
get them Eſtates and Portions. The Charges of their 
Funerals may perhaps be all their Share of what you 
are fo anxiouſly careful to lay up for them. And Oh! 
think what a Sword would pierce thro” your very Heart, 
if you ſhould ftand by the Corpſe of a beloved Child with 
this Reflection, This poor Creature has done with Life 
1 before it learnt its great Buſineſs in it, and is gone 
*« to Eternity, which'f Ente ſeldom been warning it to 
«« prepare for, and Which perhaps it learnt of me to 
forget. eee, re | 
On the whole, may tHTs grand. Care be awakened in 
thoſe by whom it has been hitherto neglected; may it 
be revived in each of our Minds. And that you may 
be encouraged to purſue it with greater Chearfulneſs, 
let me conclude with this comfortable Thought, that in 
Proportion to the Neteflity'of the Caſe, is the Ptovition 
which divine Grace has made for our Aſſiſtance. If you 
are diſpoſed to fit down #t Chriſt's Feet, he will;teach 
you by his Word and Spitft, If you commit this preci- 
ous Jewel, which is your eternal All, into his Hand, he 
will preſerve it unto zhar Day, and will then produce it 
richly adorned, and glorioufly improved to his own Ho- 
hour, and to your everlaſting Joy. Amen. | 
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BOOKS written by the late Rev. Dr. P. 
Doddridge. | 


J. Courſe of Lectures on the principal Subjects 
A in Pneumatology, Ethics, and Divinity: With 
References to the moſt con ſiderable Authors on the Sub- 
je, in one vol. 4to. | 
J. Hymns founded on various Texts in the Holy 
Scriptures. Publiſhed from the Author's Manuſcripr, 
by JoB ORTON, | ry | | 
III. Ten Sermons on the Power and Grace of Chriſt, 
and on the Evidences of his glorious Goſpel; preached 
at Northampton. The third Edition. he 
IV, Sermons to young Perſons on the following Sub- 
jets; wit. 1. The Importance of the Ring Genera- 
tion. 2. Chriſt formed in the Soul, the Foundation of 
Hope. 3. A Diſſuaſive from keeping wicked Company. 
4. The young Chriſtian invited to an early Attendance 
on the Lord's Table. 5. The Orphan's Hope. 6. The 
Reflections of a pious Parent on the Death of a wicked 
Child. 7. Youth reminded of approaching Judgment. 
The fourth Edition. 

V, Sermons on the religious Education of Children. 
VI. Free Thoughts on the moſt probable Means of 
reviving the Diſſenting Intereſt. 5 | 
I. The Abſurdity and Iniquity of Perſecution for 
Conſrience-ſake, in all its Kinds and Degrees. | 

II. Submiſſion to Divine Providence in the Death 
„f Children, recommended and inforced, in a Sermon 
preached at Northampton, October 3, 1736. 25 

X. The Temper and Conduct of che primitive Mi- 
niſl-rs of the Goſpel illuſtrated and recommended. 

Practical Reflections on the Character and Tran» 
ation of Enoch, in a Sermon on the Death of the Reve- 
rend Vir. John Norris. | | 

. A Sermon preached a Wellingborough, Now. g. 
7749. on Account of the late dreadful Fire there, with 
an Hymn proper for the Occaſion. | 

. The Neceſſity of a general Reformation, in or- 
Jer co a well-grounded Hope of Succeſs in War. | 

XII. An Gration at the Grave of the Rev. Mr. J. 


Newman, 
XIV, 
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BOOKS written by Dr. Doddridge. 
XIV. The Scripture Doctrine of Salvation by Grace 
thro? Faith, illuſtrated and improved in two Sermons, 
XV. Practical Diſcourſes on Regeneration; in Ten 
3 preached at Not/hampron,on the ollowing Sub. 
jects; 1. The Character of the Bares rte 3, 3. 


0 Ace of Regeneration. 4, 5, 6. The Neceflity * 


apd Importance of it. 7. The Divine Influences. nece{- 
ſary to produce it. 8. The various Methods in which 
thoſe Influences operate. g. Directions to the awakened 
Sinner. 10. An Addreſs to the Regenerate. The ſecond 
Edition, in 12mo. Price 2s, 6d. 

XVT. The Evil and Danger'of neglecting the Souls 
of Men, plainly and ſeriouſly repreſented, in a Sermon 
preached at a Meeting of 1 at Kettering in North. 
amptonſbire, O#Fobet I 

XVII. A Charge de dene! Mete at the Ordination of the 


Reverend Mr. John Jennings, at St, Ives in Hunting) 


fire; with the Sermon delivered on the ſame Occaſion, 
by Dr. D. Jennings. 

XVIII. An Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, entitled, 
Chriftienity not fpundld on Argument, & c. In three Letter; 
to the Author. 

XIX. The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, ex- 

preſſed in plain and eaty Verſe, and divided into ſhort 
Leſſons for the Uſe of little, Children. 
XX. Compaſſion to the Sick, recommended and urg- 
ed, in a Sermon preaced at Nor hampton, Sept. 4, 1743, 
in Favour of a Deſign then opening to erect a County 
Infirmary there. 

XXI. A Funeral Sermon, occaſioned by the Death of 
the Rev. Mr. James Shepherd, preached at Northampton, 
May 1745. 

XXII. A Charge delivered at the Ordination of Mr, 
Abraham Toxzer, at Norabich, June 20, 1745. 

XXIII. A Sermon on the heroick Death of Col. Ca. 
diner, . at Northampton, October 13, 1745. 
XXIV. Some remarkable Paſſages in the Life of th: 
Hon. Col. James Gardiner, who was flain at the Batt' 
of Preſton- Pans, Sept. 21, 1745. With an Appendio 
relating to the ancient Family of the Munro's of Foabli, 

XXV. A Plain and Serious Addreſs to the Maler of 


2 ih. on the important Subject of Family — 1 
atel) 
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more erg ſnay engraver thyn Ley yet offered. to the | 
Publick, 


Dr. Doddride? 8 Family Ex Poftzr: : 


Or, a Paraphraſe and Verſion of the New 
7 ejtament, with Notes, and a Pragtical Im- 
provement of each Section. 


FO 0 1 
e 2 7 
Fo "8 | 


1 1 


n ” 1 $54 + 2 2 


— 


The e is an Extra® ae a Cw to Dr. Doddridge, 
from the late Gil BERT WesT, ; the celtbrated Au- 
{bor of the Obſervations on the Hiſtory and Eyidences 
of the Reſurrection, ſoon after, be bad ANDY, oe "ff 
Part of the Family Expoſitor, > eats 


+ Ba 


Rewerend Si ir, 


Since my laſt, I have advent wendy far * your 
„ FamiLY ExposrToOR, ſome Portion of which I read 
every Day; and intend to read ivon Sunday Evenings 
io may Family. After this need not tell you that 1 
ad mire it exceedingly, as do alſo ſome worthy Clergy- 
men in my Neighbourhood. The Franſlation, as 
tar as I can judge by my lemory, (lor I have not 
compared it with the Original) is very exact and 
aithful; the Notes, pertinent and judicious; and the 
Paraphraſe, by connecting and reducing into their 
proper Order and Arrangement, the ſcattered and diſ- 
located Parts, like a Catoptric Speculum, repreſents, i in 
its true Symmetry and Proportion, a beautiful Figure, 
which in its original Draught is wont to PER eo 
'* {uſed and diſtorted to an unſkil ful and ſuperfcig 4 AR 
Une Improvements too are appoſite, inftro. Bo 
7 nd a truly 
of agenuine Spirit of Candour, Pier JP rok 
Chriſtian Fervour. In ſhort, the Fav win Kon 
is a great and uſeful Work, WH will e mit gry 
Ages of this World, 
and for you, through the trap ctory 8 God give 
and the endleſs Ages o. oy ant 4 40 You 
4+ 
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i g * you Grace, Health, and Vigour to complete it! If the 
= ; © remaining three Volumes are to be publiſhed by Sub- 
| 4 ſcription, I defire my Name may appear in the Lift of 
* thoſe who, either out of Regard to the Author, or 
* Efteem for the former Part of ſo admirable a Perform - 
«© ance, ſhall think fit to bear a publick Teſtimony to 
* both ; which I ſhall be glad to do upon all Occaſions, 


4 an, &c. &. 


« GILBERT WEST." 


The following Sentzments are ſelected from the Au- 
Fhor's Preface to his Fieſt Volume: 


If any "ug. can eftabliſh the Purity and Order, 
the Peace and Glory of the Church, and ſpread the 
„ 'Triumphs of perſonat and domeſtick Religion, it muſt 
* be an attentive Study of the Word of God, eſpecially 
* of the New Teftament, which is written with ſuch a 
1 perfe@t Knowledge of human Nature, that our Ad- 
1% miration of it will riſe in Proportion to the Accuracy 
«+ with which it is ſtudied. 

« gh there are 2 thouſand latent Beauties in it, 
*« which it is the Bufinefs and Glory of trueCriticiſm to 
„ diſplay, 2 eneral Senſe and Defign of it is plain 
« to every ſt Reader; who will eafily perceive, that 
«« it is intended to bring us to God, through Chriſt, in 
an humble Dependance on the Communication of bis 
„ fſanctifying and quickening Spirit, and to engage us 
„ jn a Courſe of faithful and univerſal Obedience. 

« It is a Fact, that this Book has been, and fil! is, 
*« the grand Inſtrument of reforming adegenerate World; 
1% and, in Proportion to the Degree in which this Evan- 
„ gelieal Scheme is received and reliſhed, it is evident 
that che Intereſt of true Virtue and Holineſs flouriſhes, 

« and the Mind is formed to manly Devotion, diffuſive 
© MWolence, and true Fortitude, | 

4 Na = d to God, therefore, that forgetting all Party- 

Oh deer 45 idenunſcriptural Phraſes and Forms, which 

« to fit dan © ©> Chriſtian World, we might all agree 

«he , n dogethe. a3 humble loving Diſciples, at 

ts el cet of our commos Maſter, to hear his Word, 
ambibe his Spirit, and traniwribe his Life in our own.” 
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